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Overview

Frequently Asked The Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA) is a system of
intemational assessments that facus on 15-
OIS yearolds' capabilties in reading lteracy,

sample Items mathematics literacy, and science literacy.
Relonsed tems  PISA also includes measures of general or
Released Items  trosscuricular competencies such as learming

Data Files strategies. PISA emphasizes functional skills
oo that students have acquired as they near the

PISA 2006 Summary  gng of mandatory schooling. PISA is organized

PISA 2003 Summary by the Organization for Economic Cooperation
=" anq Development (OECD), an
intergovemmental arganization of industrialized
countries. Begun in 2000, PISA is
administered every 3 years. Each
administration includes assessments of all
three subjects, but assesses one of the
subjects in depth. The most recent
administration was in 2008 and focused on
science literacy. Results are now available.

Released Items

2003
PISA2003 US. dataflle

Now available for downloading
The datafile includes variables
unigue to the U S, contextthat are
not available in the international
dataset. Go tothe Data Files page
for more information.

2 Join NewsFlash View Publications:

Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA) 2000 Data
File




LOCATING INFORMATION ABOUT PISA

Information about PISA is located on the study website at the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) and on the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) web site. 

PISA on the web at NCES is located at:  http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa
The NCES website provides a variety of information about PISA.  
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To view sample items from PISA:
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Overview

Frequently Asked The iterns below are examples of questions 15-year-olds were asked to answer for
Questions PISA. When you click an iterm i one of the four subject categories, you will see
Countries the item image and links to the item questions. Click on these links and a new
O window will open with a question, its answer, and the percent of students in the
sample Items United States and other OECD countries who answered correctly

Released Items

ReadingLiteracy  Mathematics Science Literacy  Problem Soling

Data Files Sample tems Literacy Sample  Sample ftems Sample tems
PISA 2006 Summary | Eumners tems. ozone Eneray

IS8 2000 SummanY fu Continents Movie

PISA 2003 Summary Li% Trangles Transit
e Walking

PISA International Camenter

Internet Relay Chat
International

Iniltesinss PISA's definition of itetac
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The item will load in the lower portion of the window.  
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The tree diagram above shows the structure of a country’s labor force or "working-
age population”. The total population of the country in 1995 was about 3.4
million. Notes




 A new window will appear containing the question text, the scoring guide, and the percentage of U.S. students who received full credit along with the OECD average. 
[image: image5.png]2 Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) - Sample Ite..

Reading Literacy Sample Items

Labor - Aspect: Retrieving Information

Que:

How many people of working age were not in the labor force?
(Wiite the nurmber of peaple, not the percentage )

Answer:

To receive full credt, responses should indicate that the
nurnber in the tree diagram and the *000s" in the title/footrote
have been integrated to produce the number 943 000
Approximations between 49,000 and 950,000, in nurnbers or
words, were accepted. In addition, 900,000 or one rmillon (in
words or numbers) were accepted if accompanied by a
qualifie such as "almost” or “about "

Cortectly indicating the number in the tree diagram, but failing
to integrate the "00Ds" in the titleffootnote can achieve partial
credit. In this situation, students would answer 949.9 in words
or nurnbers.

United States percent full credit 24%
OECD percent full eredit 31%

United States percent partial crecit 54%
OECD percent partial credit 41%

Close Window





How to access interactive PISA items from the international website

The PISA site at NCES links with the international site at OECD.  The OECD site provides the international reports and interactive items and data.  
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You will be directed to the link for the PISA site at OECD.  Click this link.  
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YOU ARE NOW EXITING THE NCES WEBSITE

To continue click on

Wwww.pisa.oecd.or
or { )

returm to your previous page

We have provided a link to this site because it has information
that may be of interest to our users. NCES does ot necessarly endorse the
views expressed o the data and facts presented on this extemal site
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life? The OECD Pragramme for International Student Assessment (PISA) answers

Wha's Wha in PISA
these guestions and mors, through its surveys of 15-year-olds in the principal

>wihat pIsa Dmdu:{i

>Participating Coun PISA auf Deutsch

3 Comtace industrialised countries. Every three years, it assesses how far students near the end

ontacts PIsA en frangais
of compulsory education have acuired some of the knowledge and skills essential for .
full participation in socisty. ST

Diractorate far

Education
What's new

How are students

faring i science
PISA 2006 results today?
04-Dec-2007

Learn about the most comprehensive international picture of science learning today.
For all data and a comprehensive analysis dick here

PISA brochure
23-Feb-2007
This brochure an the OECD's Pragramme for International Students Assessment

describes what the programme has achieved so far and sets out plans for the
project up until 2015,





Select the PISA year for which you want to view items, and then select Test questions. 
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Database Directorate for
> Contacts
Information by country Eduction

Test questions
Newsletters / Brachures How are students
Events/Conferences/Mestings faring in science
Manuals, Sources and Methods today?
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All years have released items available to view in PDF form.  Only 2000 and 2003 have interactive items available. 
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PISA (Home) Don't Miss
1 = . o FaQs OFCD pisa
What PISA proc Test questions - PISA 2003 .
Pisa 2000 P18 brochure
P1sa 200 Whe's Who in PIsA
Send I Print &
PISA auf Deutsch
> What PIsA Is Download sample test questions from PISA 2003 ————
> What PISA Assesses Mathematics: English (zip file 347 KB), French (zip file 813 Ke); e
> Participating Countries Problem solving: English (zip file 130 KB), French (zip file 142 KB); and e
> contacts Science: English (zip file 158 KE), French (zip fle 302 KE) Fhocaton
Reading: 1o sample questions were publicy relesed from PISA 2003; howsver,
Samples of PISA reading Questions were published the report Sample Tasks frorm the [rp———
PISA 2000 Assessment: faring in science
today?

You can alsa consult an interactive version of a selection of publicly released PISA
questions.






A new window will open containing the interactive PISA questions.
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PISA Sample Questions

PISA provides sample questions for Mathematics, Reading and Science, along with marking guides for these questions

Sample Questions

The following guestions are available General Information

PISA Mathematics >>
This is a set of sample test items from

PISA Mathematics with marking guide >> pIsa.

PISA Reading >>

PISA Reading with marking guide >>

PISA Science >>

PISA Science with marking guide >>





Take some PISA items and see how you do!
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Question 1: In Poor Taste Next >

Read the text and answer the questions which follow.
IN POOR TASTE
from Arnold Jago

Did you know that in 1996 we spent almost the same amount on chocolate as our Government spent on

overseas aid to help the poor?
Could there be something wrong with our priorities?
What are you going to do about it?

Yes, you




How to access PISA reports from the international website
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P1sa 2003
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>Participating Countries

> Cantacts

Don't Miss
FAQ: OECD PIsA
PISA brochure

Publications - PISA 2003

Who's Wha in PISA
Send (& Print &

Where immigrant students succeed - & comparative review of performance and
engagement in PISA 2003

This report examines the performance of students with immigrant backgrounds and PISA en espafiol
compares it to that of their native countsrparts. &5 well 3s providing information on T
countries’ approaches to the integration of immigrarts, it noks at other factors that e

could influence immigrant students’ performance - such as their attitues to school,
their motivation and learning strateaies as well as their social background and the
language spoken at home - giving valuable implications for educational policy

&re Students Ready for a Technalogy-Rich World? What PISA Studies Tell Us
Drawing on PISA data, Are Students Ready for 2 Technology-Rich Worid?: What PISA
Studlies Tell Us examines whether access to computers for students is equitable
across countries and student groups: how students use ICT and what their attitudes
are towards ICT; the relationship between students’ access to and use of ICT and
their performance in PISA 2003; and the implications for educational policy

PISA 2003 Technical Report
The PISA 2003 Technical Report describes the complex methodology underlying PISA.

PISA auf Deutsch

PISA an fransais

How are students
faring in science
today?





Each publication has a page with a brief summary of the report content, table of contents, and ordering information.
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Are Students Ready for a Technology-Rich e —————

World?: What PISA Studies Tell Us farw? \Q S
oday

Information and communication technalogy (ICT) is
associated with unprecedented alobal flows of information,
products, peaple, capital and ideas, connecting vast
netwarks of individuals across geographic boundaries at
negligible marginal cost. ICT is an important part of the
policy agendas of OECD countries, with profound implications
for education, bath because ICT can facilitate new forms of
learning and because it has become important for young
peaple to master ICT in preparation for adlt life. But how

extensive is access to ICT in schools and informal settings
S e aeEes L e





Scroll the page to find out how to obtain the publication and other information.
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Reaers can access the full version of Are Students Ready for a Technology-Rich World:
What PISA Studies Tell Us choasing from the following options:

* Subscribers and readers at subscribing institutions can acess the online edition
via SourceOECD, our online library
* Download a pef version for free

* Non-subscribers can purchase the PDF e-hook andjor paper copy via our Orline
Bookshop,

Gavernment officials can go to OLISnet's Fublication Locator,
Actess by password for aceredited journalists

PowerPoint Presentation

* Are Students Ready for 3 Technology-Rich World?: What PIS4 Studies Tell Us

Bricfing Notes
- Germany

* in German

* Japan

Press Release

* English
* French




Click on these links to find general information about results and reports from previous rounds, sample items, and a link to the international site at OECD.  





Click on the sample items link.  





Click the item you wish to view.





Click the question you wish to view and see the scoring guide and results. 





Click on the links under Highlights to see the most current data and reporting.  





Click on the PISA International Site link.





Click on link for What PISA Produces.   





Use the controls to move to different items, view instructions, and move through the marking guide.





Click on link of the subject area items in which you are interested.





Click on the link for the PISA year you want. 





Click on the link for Test questions.





Click on the link for interactive version. A new window will open.





Click on link for What PISA Produces.   





Select a publication on the margin   





Look under What’s new, or in the margin, for the latest releases.





Click on the link for the PISA year you want. 





Click on the link for the Publications. 





Available publications are listed by title.  Access the report by clicking on the title. 
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