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	Who must comply?
	Owners and operators of certain towing vessels and associated company personnel.  Auditors and surveyors of the safety management systems of towing companies and towing vessels. 

	What is this collection about?
	The Coast Guard would use the proposed information collection to document that towing vessels meet inspection requirements of 46 CFR Chapter I, Subchapter M,  The information is needed for the proper administration and enforcement of the proposed towing vessel inspection program.  The respondents are the owners and operators of towing vessels, third-party auditors and surveyors that would be required to complete various forms, reports and keep reports.  

	Where do I find the requirements for this information?
	Title 46 CFR, is available at—http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov, select TITLE 46 – SHIPPING, and select the range of parts from 136 through 144.  This will take you to subchapter M – Towing Vessels.

	When must information be submitted to the Coast Guard?
	Owners and operators of towing vessels must submit information when obtaining a certificate of inspection (COI) and every five year renewal.  Auditors and surveyors must submit information when receiving accreditation from the Coast Guard..

	How is the information submitted?
	The information is submitted by email, mail or fax with the application for a COI by owners and operators of towing vessels or application to become a certified auditor or surveyor. 

	What happens when complete information is received?
	The Coast Guard will review the information and respond via writing.

	For additional information, contact--
	The Coast Guard—  

· For auditor, surveyor, and inspection requirements questions, please contact:

Commandant (CG-543), U.S. Coast Guard 
Office of Vessel Activities
2100 2nd Street SW Stop 7581
Washington, DC  20593-7581
202-372-1224

· For certificate of inspection (COI) questions, please contact your local Coast Guard Sector Office.  Those offices, as part of a comprehensive list of Coast Guard units, can be found at http://www.uscg.mil/top/units/.  

· For towing safety management systems (TSMS) questions, please contact 
Commandant (CG-522), U.S. Coast Guard 
Office of Operating and Environmental Standards
2100 2nd Street SW Stop 7126
Washington, DC  20593-7126
202-372-1401


An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

The Coast Guard estimates that the average burden per response for this report varies per information collection—about 5-15 minutes to record drills and training; 16 hours for a third party auditor submission; 40 hours for Towing Safety Management System development and review.  You may submit any comments concerning the accuracy of this burden estimate or any suggestions for reducing the burden to: Commandant (CG-522), U.S. Coast Guard, 2100 St., SW, Stop 7581,Washington D.C. 20593-7581 or Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (1625-[new]), Washington, DC 20503.

