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1. Explanation for This Submittal

This document contains supplemental information pertaining to the 2011-2013 National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) System Clearance proposal. NAEP is administered by
the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the Institute for Education Sciences of the U.S.
Department of Education. The National Assessment Governing Board (henceforth referred to as the
Governing Board) sets policy for NAEP and determines the content framework for each assessment.
The system clearance package was submitted in November 2009 and approved in April 2010 with
OMB #1850-0790. The terms of clearance for OMB approvals state that each subsequent submittal
activity under the system clearance is to be submitted to OMB.

NAEP consists of two assessment programs: the NAEP Long-Term Trend (LTT) assessment and
the main NAEP assessment. In 2012, NAEP will administer both assessment programs. The nature
of NAEDP is that burden alternates from a relatively low burden in national-level administration
years to a substantial burden increase in state-level administration years that include one or more
assessments that support state-by-state and certain urban districts reporting. In state/district
assessment years, NAEP samples approximate 1,000,000 students, while in national-only
assessment years, NAEP samples approximate 100,000 students. In 2012', NAEP will conduct
national-level assessments, so the estimated burden is much lower than in 2011 NAEP. Also, as in
most years, the clearance for the NAEP 2012 collection is split into two submissions, Wave 1 and
Wave 2.

This Wave 2 submittal seeks approval for background (also referred to as noncognitive) questions
associated with the operational national NAEP 12th grade economics assessment; NAEP pilot tests
at the 4th, 8th, and 12th grade levels; and three special studies — namely:

Grade 4 or Age 9 LTT

Student Grade 4 Core®+ Writing Questions

Teacher Grade 4 Background, Education, and Training (BET) + Writing Questions

School Grade 4 School Characteristics and Policies (SCP) + Writing Questions

Special Study to evaluate a pilot Students with Disabilities (SD) and (English Language
Learners) ELL Decision Tree (at age 9 LTT)

1 For ease of discussion, “2012" will be used to refer to all assessments in the Fall 2011 through Spring/Summer 2012

school year.

2 NAEP collects student question data as required by law (P.L. 107-279, section 303 - i.e., race, ethnicity, socio-
economic status) and that provides a context for reporting student performance. These questions are the same across
subjects and are referred to as core questions.
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Special Study to evaluate use of MP-3 players for administering read-aloud accommodations
(will include Background Questions from 2011 Mathematics assessment)

Special Study to evaluate possible mode effects among grade 4 students taking the writing
pilot

Grade 8 (Age 13 LTT)?
Student Grade 8 Core

Teacher Grade 8 Background, Education, and Training Questions
School Grade 8 School Characteristics and Policies Questions
Special Study to evaluate a pilot SD and ELL Decision Tree

Grade 12

Student Grade 12 Core + Economics Questions

Student Grade 12 Core + Reading Questions

Student Grade 12 Core + Mathematics Questions

Department Chair Economics Questions

School Grade 12 (Version A): School Characteristics and Policies Questions (operational),
Economics, School Characteristics and Policies Questions (pilot), Charter School Questions

School Grade 12 (Version B): School Characteristics and Policies Questions (operational) ,
Economics, Mathematics Questions (pilot), Reading Questions (pilot), Charter School Questions

All Grade Levels
SD and ELL Instructions and Worksheets

These specific questions are the second group (Wave 2) of questions submitted for approval for
usage in 2012. A first group of questions (Wave 1) was approved in May 2011 and contained the
2012 LTT background questionnaires. Wave 2 contains the student, teacher, school, and department
chair questions to be administered as part of main NAEP and the students with disabilities (SD) and
English language learner (ELL) worksheets to be used with both LTT and main NAEP.

2. Overview of Wave 2 NAEP 2012 Assessments

Much of the following broad overview of the 2012 NAEP assessments was included as part of the
2011-2013 System Clearance submittal. The Governing Board determines NAEP policy and
assessment schedule, and future Governing Board decisions may result in changes to some aspects of
an assessment (e.g., which subjects are assessed in which years). However, the overall methodology
and assessment process will remain consistent. These assessments are currently conducted by an
alliance of organizations under contract with the U.S. Department of Education. The assessments

3 Given that no grade 8 assessments will be administered in main NAEP in 2012, new core sections will be piloted
with the age 13 Long-Term Trend (LTT) samples. Refer to the Wave | submittal for LTT information.
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contain two kinds of questions: cognitive questions, which measure student knowledge of an academic
subject; and background or noncognitive questions which gather information on demographic as well
as classroom instructional procedures. The Governing Board is responsible for selecting and approving
all of NAEP’s background questions, as well as the cognitive items.

The 2012 data collection activities described in this Wave 2 submission consists of the following:

Economics (national at grade 12)

Writing pilot (national at grade 4; computer delivered)

Reading pilot (national at grade 12)

Mathematics pilot (national at grade 12)

Student Core Background pilot (at grades 4 and 12, and at age 13 LTT)
Teacher Core Background pilot (at grade 4, age 13 LTT)

School Core Background pilot (at grades 4 and 12, and at age 13 LTT)

SD and ELL worksheets—completed by teachers or administrators of students identified as
SD and/or as ELL (both main NAEP and LTT)

Special Pilot Study to evaluate the new SD and ELL Decision Tree (refer to page 9 for more
detail), based on the new SD and ELL policy established by the Governing Board (at ages 9
and 13 LTT)

Special Mini-Pilot Study to evaluate use of MP-3 players for administering read-aloud
accommodations (at grade 4)

Special Study to evaluate possible mode effects among grade 4 students taking the writing
pilot (paper and pencil versus computer-based delivery).

Committees that helped define the cognitive and background questions pertaining to the Wave 2

subjects are listed in Appendix A.

3. Information Pertaining to the 2012 Questionnaires in This Submittal

Note: Pilot questionnaires can include a mix of new and trend questions. A list of new or revised
questions is contained in Appendix B.
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Student Questionnaires

Core — Two versions of core questions will be assessed. The operational core background
questions (for use with the grade 12 economics assessment) are the same ones that were
administered in 2011. The pilot core background items are being pilot tested in 2012 at all three
grades for potential operational use in 2013. These are newly developed questions. Since there is no
grade 8 assessment administered in 2012, the new core student questionnaire items will be piloted
with a subset of students in the age 13 LTT mathematics and reading assessments.

Economics — Grade 12 economics questions are trend questions from the last economics
assessment in 2006.

Reading — Grade 12 pilot subject-specific reading questions are new questions being tested
for potential use in 2013.

Mathematics — Grade 12 pilot subject-specific mathematics questions are new questions
being tested for potential use in 2013.

Writing — New subject-specific pilot questions in writing will be administered at grade 4.
The grade 4 writing assessment in 2013 will be (a) the first assessment based on a new Governing
Board framework and (b) computer-delivered for the first time at grade 4. To determine if grade 4
students can appropriately respond via the computer, a mode effect special study will be conducted
in which some students will respond to the writing assessment using traditional paper and pencil.
Note - the same background questions will be used for the special study as for the computer-based
pilot.

MP-3 Special Study - A special study to evaluate the use of MP-3 players for administering

read-aloud accommodations will be conducted at grade 4. These students will be given the 2011
Mathematics assessment, which includes 15 minutes of background questions, consisting of a
section of core questions and a section of mathematics-specific questions.

Teacher/Department Chair Questionnaires

Background, Education, and Training (BET; also referred to as the teacher core) - The pilot
BET background items are being pilot tested at both grades 4 and 8 for potential operational use in
2013. These are newly developed questions. Since there is no grade 8 assessment in the field in
2012, the new core teacher questionnaire items will be piloted with the teachers of students in the
age 13 LTT mathematics and reading assessments.

Writing - New subject-specific pilot questions in writing (Classroom Organization and
Instruction) will be administered to writing teachers of the assessed grade 4 students. These are
newly developed questions. The teacher questionnaire can be completed either on paper or
electronically.
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Department Chair Economics - Questions are trend questions from the last economics

assessment in 2006.

Table 1 depicts the composition of the 2012 teacher questionnaires.

Table 1: Teacher Background Questionnaires for the 2012 NAEP Assessments

Age/Grade Type Section 1 Section 2
grade 4 pilot BET COI-Writing
grade 8

(age 13 LTT ot BET-Mathematics

administration) piio BET-Reading
. Economics

grade 12 operational Department Head

BET — Background, Education and Training

COI - Classroom Organization and Instruction

School Questionnaires

School Characteristics and Policies (SCP; also referred to as the school core) — Two versions
of SCP questions will be assessed. Trend SCP questions will be administered for all grade 12
school questionnaires and are the same ones that were administered in 2011. In addition, new SCP
questions will be piloted at all three grades for 2012. Since there is no grade 8 assessment in the
field in 2012, the new core school questionnaire items will be piloted in some of the schools in the
age 13 LTT assessment.

Economics — Grade 12 economics school questions are trend questions from the last
economics assessment in 2006.

Writing - Grade 4 school writing questions are new questions being piloted for potential use
in 2013.

Mathematics — Grade 12 pilot mathematics-specific school questions are new questions
being tested for potential use in 2013.

Reading— Grade 12 pilot reading-specific school questions are new questions being tested
for potential use in 2013.

Charter School — Charter school questions are trend questions that were administered in the
2011 school questionnaires. Note that the charter school section is only completed if the school is a
charter school.
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Due to the large number of sections (6) and because all questionnaires need to have the SCP
operational as well as Economics sections, two versions of the grade 12 school questionnaires will
be administered such that each school only responds to some of the pilot sections. Each school will
then complete just one of the two (shorter) versions which will lessen burden on school
administrators. Table 2 depicts the composition of the 2012 school questionnaires.

Table 2: School Background Questionnaires for the 2012 NAEP Assessments
Age/ . . . : .
Grade Section 1 Section 2 | Section 3 Section 4 Section 5
. Writing
grade 4 SCP pilot pilot
grade 8
(age 13LTT .
administration) SCP pilot
SCP | Economics | SCP 22?125{
grade 12 operational | operational pilot .
(Versions A operational
and B) . .
SCP Economics Math Reading | Charter school
operational | operational pilot pilot operational

SCP — School Characteristics and Policies

SD and ELL Worksheets

Two versions of the SD and ELL worksheets will be assessed. The operational SD and ELL
worksheets are similar to the ones used in the 2011 administration, updated to reflect the subjects
being assessed in 2012. The operational worksheets will be used for the grade 4 writing

assessment, all grade 12 assessments, and the majority of the LTT assessments (submitted in Wave
1). The study of the decision tree pilot will include a new decision tree with language refinements to
make the decision tree easier to complete and will be assessed in a portion (50 schools) of the ages 9
and 13 LTT assessments.

4. 2012 Wave 2 Burden Information

The total combined burden for the Wave 2 materials is as follows:
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Table 3: Total burden for Wave 2

Table 3: Total burden for Wave 2
Respondent Category Rl\ilsl:)r:;‘fil;gis Nli_rll(l)l:;l; 03
Student 29,800 7,658
Teacher/Department Chair 2,550 1,150
School (Questionnaires, .P?e-Assessment Visit, 1,050 3,049
and E-Filing)
School (for SD and ELL Worksheets)* 2,555 2,746
Totals 35,955 14,603

The specific per respondent and age category burden times are included in Tables 4 and 5 and
include the following categories:

Students — Students in grades 4 and 12 will complete assessment booklets that contain two
25- or 30-minute cognitive blocks®, followed by two sections of questions (one background and one
subject-specific), which require a total of 15 minutes to complete. The background section contains
core questions, many of which are related to demographic information. In 2012, there will be
subject-specific questions in writing, economics, reading, and mathematics. Since no grade 8
assessments will be administered in main NAEP in 2012, new student core questions will be piloted
with a subset of students during the age 13 LTT assessment. These same students will also be
assessed using an operational set of background questions, described in Wave 1. Therefore, the
burden in terms of the number of respondents for the grade 8/age 13 LTT pilot core questions is
contained in Wave 1. However, the burden for the time to complete these pilot core questions is
contained in this Wave and included in Tables 3-5. Special studies to evaluate the use of MP-3
players for administering read-aloud accommodations and to evaluate possible mode effects among
students taking the writing pilot will be conducted at grade 4. For the MP-3 player study, students
will be given the 2011 Mathematics assessment, which includes 15 minutes of background
questions.

A sample parental notification letter regarding NAEP is included as Appendix B.

Teachers/Department Chairs — The teachers of fourth- and eighth-grade students
participating in NAEP will be asked to complete questions about their teaching background,

4 This includes the burden for the SD-ELL decision tree pilot.

5> The writing pilot may also contain some 20 minute blocks.
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education, training, and/or classroom organization and instruction. Given that no grade 8
assessments will be administered in main NAEP in 2012, the grade 8 pilot teacher questionnaire
will be administered with the age 13 LTT assessment. The fourth-grade teacher burden is estimated
to be 30 minutes, while the eighth-grade teacher burden is 20 minutes. The Economics Department
Chair will also be asked to complete questions about economics-related course and teacher
information. The burden for the Department Chairs is estimated to be 20 minutes.

Principals/Administrators — The school administrators in the sampled schools will be asked
to complete a questionnaire. At grade 4, a pilot school questionnaire will be administered in schools
participating in the pilot writing computer-based assessment. Given that no grade 8 assessments will
be administered in main NAEP in 2012, the grade 8 pilot school questionnaire will be administered
with the age 13 LTT assessment. These grade 8 questionnaires will contain only a section of new
questions on School Characteristics and Policies (SCP).

Each grade-specific questionnaire will include an SCP section, followed by separate sections
for each subject area, if applicable (grade 4: writing; grade 12: economics, reading, and
mathematics). In the grade 12 questionnaire, the reading and math sections are pilot sections. A
section with charter school items will be included as the last section in the grade 12 school
questionnaires. In addition, a new pilot section of School Characteristics and Policies will be
administered. As described above, due to the number of sections, two versions of the questionnaires
will be administered such that each school only responds to some of the pilot sections.

The burden for school questionnaires is estimated to be 30 minutes.

Schools: E-filing — Survey sample information is collected from schools in the form of lists
of potential students who may participate in NAEP. This sample information can be gathered
manually or electronically (e-filing) at the school, district, or state level. If done at the school or
district level, some burden will be incurred by school or district personnel. The e-filing burden is
estimated at one hour per school. However, the e-filing process is only done in a subset of schools
(approximately 38 percent in recent years), which is taken into account when computing the e-filing
burden.

Schools: Pre-Assessment Activities — Prior to the assessment, school personnel must prepare
for the assessment. Part of the preparation is the pre-assessment visit, which is the opportunity for
the NCES contractor field staff to meet with the school personnel to review procedures and logistics
for the upcoming assessment. In addition, miscellaneous activity related to information gathering
for the pre-assessment visit and communication with the teachers and students is required. Both the
pre-assessment visit and the miscellaneous activities are estimated to require one hour each of
school personnel time. Thus, the total burden time for pre-assessment related activities is two hours.
A sample brochure communication from the NAEP state coordinators to the participating schools
describing these activities is included as Appendix C. This brochure outlines what the school
coordinator will be responsible for, including a description of e-filing and the pre-assessment visit.
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The information in the brochure will be modified appropriately for each grade, subject area, and
mode of assessment.

SD and ELL (Students with Disabilities and English L.anguage Learners) — Worksheets are

completed by teachers or administrators of students identified as SD and/or as ELL. SD and ELL
burden is the number of hours that school personnel spend to complete the SD/ELL worksheets for
students identified as SD and/or ELL (estimated at 10 minutes per student). Since the SD and ELL
worksheets are part of this Wave 2 submittal, the burden for school personnel who complete them
(whether for main NAEP or for LTT) is included with Wave 2.

SD and ELL Decision Tree pilot — This pilot study will be conducted during the age 9 and

age 13 LTT assessment windows. The decision tree logic is part of the SD and ELL worksheets that
are completed by school personnel and used for determining inclusion in NAEP assessments. The
goals of the study are to (a) evaluate the impact of implementing a new “decision tree” for SD and
ELL students on inclusion rates, and (b) to provide information from the field about language
refinements needed to make the tree more user-friendly for schools. Since the decision tree will be
piloted in separate schools than those using the existing decision tree, there can be a comparison
from which to gauge the impact of the new decision tree on inclusion rates. The pilot will occur in
50 schools at each grade and an oversample of SD and ELL students will be taken in each school to
help ensure an adequate sample size to test the new decision tree. The burden estimates in Table 5
include the SD and ELL students in the decision tree pilot.
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Table 4: Wave 2 Questions - Per Respondent Burden Time

Respondent Category Eezl;olr)::iren .
Grade 4

Student Grade 4 Core (Pilot) + Writing 15 minutes
Student Grade 4 MP-3 Player Study (2011 Core + Mathematics) 15 minutes
Teacher Grade 4 Background, Education, and Training + Writing 30 minutes
School Grade 4 School Characteristics and Policies + Writing 30 minutes
Grade 8

Student Grade 8 Core 5 minutes
Teacher Grade 8 Background, Education, and Training (BET) 20 minutes
School Grade 8 School Characteristics and Policies 30 minutes
Grade 12

Student Grade 12 Core + Economics Questions 15 minutes
Student Grade 12 Core + Reading Questions 15 minutes
Student Grade 12 Core + Mathematics Questions 15 minutes
Economics Department Chair Questions 20 minutes
Sch001. Grade 12 School Characteristics and Policies (SCP) + Economics + 30 minutes
SCP Pilot + Charter School

School Grade 12 School Characteristics and Policies + Economics + 30 minutes

Reading + Mathematics + Charter School

All Grades

SD and ELL Worksheets

10 minutes per
identified student

2012 Wave 2 Supporting Statement
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Table 5: Estimated Burden for Wave 2 (see footnotes that follow)

| Student | Teacher | schoa |SDELL(* | SDIELL
Subjeds Stu#;:f . :ﬁ'ri?pe Burden (in Te:cﬁfers :i?.rg?pe Burden S;gfds :o;g.rgr;pe Burden nfschmll :o;g.rz?pe Burden®
. : i : i ersonne : 3
hr) (in hr) (inhry |P : (in hr)
LTT' Ages? 40 |1792hr| 789
LTT Ages 13 485 |1.325hr| 643
LTT Ages 17 550 |0721hr| 297
Corepilot at LTT age k3 5 min 208 300 20 min 100 30 min 25 N/A N/A
LTT totals 208 300 100 25 1,475 1,828
4th Grade -Wriing pilot | 14,000 | 15min | 3,500 | 1,800 | 30 min | 900 600 30 min | 300 o00 10min | 513
Special Study -MP3 Player 000 | 15min | 28 ) " ] i
9 mn | 22 I ) :
accommodation’
Special Stucy -Wiking ann 15min | 225 [5 15 22 33
Mode Effect’ B o
Pre-assessment activities 600 | 2381 L 108
b 20 A2
and E-filing’
4th Grade - Totals | 15,800 3,950 | 1,800 900 600 1,728 | 630 591
12th Grade -Ecommicss |y non | 15 iy | 3500 | 450 | 20min| 150 | 450 | 30min | 225 | 450 | 10min| 327
Reading Pilot; Math Pilot
Pre-assessment activities 450 12381 | Lo7]
and E-filing B T
12th Grade - Totals | 14,000 3,500 | 450 150 450 1,296 | 450 327
Grand Total 29,800 7,658 | 2,550 1,150 | 1,050 3,049 | 2,555 2,746

Total responderts= 35,955

Total Burden = 14,603

1. LTT burden, except for the SD/ELL component and core piloting, was included in the Wave 1 submittal.

2. These schools and students are a subset of the same schools and students who will be administered the LTT assessment; thus, the
number of students and school administrators was included in Wave 1 and, thus, not included here.

3. School personnel involved in pre-assessment activities (2 hr.) and e-filing activities (1 hr.) for the subset of schools
(approximately 38 percent) that perform e-filing.

4. The MP3 Player and writing mode effect studies will not have any teacher or school questionnaire components. In addition, they
will be conducted in the same schools as the grade 4 assessments. Therefore, there are not any additional pre-assessment and e-filing
activities. The MP-3 study also includes an oversample of SD and ELL students (30% at grade 4), while the mode effect does not
(22% at grade 4).

5. At grade 12 there is an Economics Department Chair Questionnaire, included under teacher burden.

6. SD and ELL burden is the number of hours that school personnel spend to complete the SD/ELL worksheets for students
identified as SD and/or ELL (estimated at 10 minutes per student). The overall SD/ELL burden is a factor of the number of students
identified as SD/ELL. Based on most recent data, 22 percent of grade 4/age 9 students, 18 percent of grade 8/age 13, and 14 percent
of grade 12/age 17 students were identified as SD/ELL. For example, the grade 4 SD/ELL burden is calculated as follows: 14,000
students * 22 percent estimated as SD and/or ELL * 10 minutes per student / 60 minutes in an hour = 513 hours. In addition, for
2012, there will be a 25 percent oversample of SD/ELL students for ages 9 and 13 LTT. Therefore, the estimated number of

SD/ELL students is 27 percent and 22 percent of the age 9 and age 13 samples, respectively.

N/A- not applicable. SD and ELL counts for the core pilot study at age 13 LTT are already included in the age 13 LTT counts.
Italicized text- Not computed for totals. The burden for the LTT students was included in the Wave 1 burden estimates. The MP-3
and writing mode effect studies will be conducted in the same schools as the grade 4 assessments.
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5. How, By Whom, and For What Purpose the Data Will Be Used

The purpose of NAEP is to collect and report assessment data on student achievement in the subject
areas assessed for use in monitoring education progress. In addition to reporting overall results of
student performance and achievement, NAEP also reports student performance results for various
subgroups of students and on various educational factors. Guidance for what is asked in the
questions is set by the Governing Board. NCES is responsible for developing the questions and for
selecting the final set of questions. The questions are designed to (a) provide the information for
disaggregating data according to categories specified in the legislation®, (b) provide contextual
information that is subject specific (e.g. reading, mathematics) and has an impact and known
relationship to student achievement, and (c) provide policy-relevant information specified by the
Governing Board.

In the original request to OMB for system clearance, NCES requested approval of the data-
gathering instruments to be used in the 2011-2013 national and state assessments. This submittal
applies to the second set of questions that will be submitted as part of the 2012 assessments. An
expanded description of the purposes of the data is provided in the system clearance submittal.

6 Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA), P.L. 107-279, Sec. 303, National Assessment of Educational
Progress, 20 USC, Sec. 9622.
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6. Estimates of Costs to the Federal Government
The following estimates apply to the 2012 Wave 2 administration costs:

Table 6: Administration Cost Estimates

Activity Provider Estimated Costs
Printing, packaging, and distribution Pearson (the Materials, $2.5 million
phases of the administration (related to | Distribution, Processing and

Wave 2) including: Scoring (MDPS) contractor)

® prepare and package the
assessment and all auxiliary
materials;

e distribute assessment booklets
and materials to the test
administrators for each school

Field administration (related to LTT) Westat (the Data Collection
including: contractor and NAEP State
® administration of assessments; Service Center contractor)
® pre-assessment contact/visits to
school

e data collection from the field

$1.2 million

Web support and maintenance related to | Fulcrum IT Services $495,000
the 2012 assessments
Totals $4.195 million
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Kris Bertelsen St. Charles High School,
St. Charles, MN
Stephen Buckles Vanderbilt University
Steven L. Cobb Center for Economic Education,
Denton, TX
Jaime Festa-Daigle Lake Havasu High School,
Lake Havasu City, AZ
Julie Heath University Of Memphis
Richard MacDonald St. Cloud State University
Andrea Morgan Oregon Department of Education
Kevin Smith Renaissance High School,
Detroit, MI
William Walstad University Of Nebraska-Lincoln
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Appendix B: List of New or Revised Questions

2012 OMB Questionnaire Parts

Part 1-Student Pilot Background Questionnaires

New or Revised Questions

Part 1a-Student Grade 4 Core + Writing

Section 3- all new (cba-delivered)

Section 4- all new (cba-delivered)

Part 1b-Student Grade 4 Core + Mathematics

Section 3- no new questions

Section 4- no new questions

Part 1c-Student Grade 8

Section 3- all new except questions 1 &2.

Part 1d-Student Grade 12 + Mathematics

Section 3- all new except questions 1 &2.

Section 4- 1h,1j,1k,11,0,1p; 2,3,6¢,9e,12,13a-
£,14,18

Part 1e-Student Grade 12 + Reading

Section 3- all new except questions 1 &?2.

Section 4- 1c,4,5e,5g,6d-g,7¢,7d,7h,8,9.

Part 2-Student Economics Background
Questionnaire

No new questions

Part 3- Teacher Pilot Questionnaires

Part 3a-Teacher Grade 4 Core(BET-Writing)

Section BET - all new except questions 1 & 2.

Part 3b-Teacher Grade 8 Core(BET-Mathematics)

Section BET - all new except questions 1 & 2.

Part 3c-Teacher Grade 8 Core(BET-Reading)

Section BET - all new except questions 1 & 2.

Part 4- Department Chair Economics Questionnaire

No new questions

Part 5- School Pilot Questionnaires

Part 5a-School Grade 4 Core(SCP+ Writing) SCP- all new
Writing-1a, 1b, 1c, 2b, 4,5,6.
Part 5b-School Grade 8 Core(SCP) SCP- all new
Part 5¢-School Grade 12 Core(SCP + Mathematics +
Reading) SCP- all new

Math-2, 3a, 3b, 3c, 3e, 3f, 3g, 3h, 3i, 3j, 3k, 3,
4e, 41, 4g, 4h, 4i, 6, 7a-71,8,9a-
¢,10h,10i,11,12,13,14.

Reading-
1c,1e,1g,2,3,4,5,6i,8,9,11¢c,11d,11e,12.

Part 6- School Economics Questionnaire

No new questions

Appendix C: Sample Parent Notification Letters

2012 Wave 2 Supporting Statement

19




NAEP 2012 PARENT/GUARDIAN NOTIFICATION LETTER
Grade 4 Writing Computer-Based Assessment Pilot Study
(School Letterhead)

(Insert Date Here)

Dear Parent or Guardian:

We are pleased to tell you that (school name) has been selected to represent schools across the nation by
participating in a pilot study for the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). NAEP is
administered by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), within the U.S. Department of
Education, and is the largest continuing and nationally representative assessment of what our nation'’s
students know and can do in core subjects. NAEP has been providing valid and reliable data on student
performance since 1969.

The results of NAEP are released as The Nation's Report Card, which provides information about student
achievement to educators, parents, policymakers, and the public. This pilot study will be used to prepare
for the NAEP 2013 assessments.

In our school, the NAEP writing computer-based assessment will be given on (date). Your child (may be/has
been) selected to take the assessment. In addition to subject area questions, students will be asked some
questions about themselves and their educational experiences. You can access student and sample test
questions at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/parents/.

It will take about 120 minutes for most students to complete the assessment. The results are completely
confidential (in accordance with the Confidential Information Protection provisions of Title V, Subtitle A,
Public Law 107-347), and your child’s grades will not be affected. Your child may be excused from
participation for any reason, is not required to finish the assessment, and may skip any test question. While
NAEP is voluntary, we depend on student participation to provide an accurate measure of student
achievement that will inform improvements in education. Your child will represent many other students,
so participation is very important. However, if you do not want your child to participate, please notify me
in writing by (date).

There is no need to study in preparation for NAEP. We do ask parents to encourage their children to do
their best and get plenty of rest the night before the assessment.

If you would like to have additional information about NAEP, please visit
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard. If you have questions or would like to review a booklet that includes
sample subject area and student questions, please contact me at (telephone number) or via e-mail at (e-
mail address).

We are excited that our school will be participating in NAEP, and we are pleased that your child (may
be/has been) selected. We know that (school name)'s students will help us show what our nation’s
students know and can do.

Sincerely,
School Principal
NAEP 2011-2012 PARENT/GUARDIAN NOTIFICATION LETTER
LTT Age 9, 13, and 17 or Grade 12 Economics, Mathematics, and Reading
(School Letterhead)
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(Insert Date Here)
Dear Parent or Guardian:

We are pleased to tell you that (school name) has been selected to represent schools across the nation by
participating in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). NAEP is administered by the
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), within the U.S. Department of Education, and is the largest
continuing and nationally representative assessment of what our nation’s students know and can do in core
subjects. NAEP has been providing valid and reliable data on student performance since 1969.

The results of NAEP are released as The Nation's Report Card, which provides information about student
achievement to educators, parents, policymakers, and the pubilic.

In our school, the NAEP assessment will be given on (date) in (mathematics or reading) or (economics,
mathematics, or reading). Your child (may be/has been) selected to take the assessment. In addition to
answering questions in one subject, students will be asked some questions about themselves and their
educational experience. You can access student and sample assessment questions at
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/parents/.

It will take about 90 minutes for most students to participate in the assessment. The results are completely
confidential (in accordance with the Confidential Information Protection provisions of Title V, Subtitle A,
Public Law 107-347), and your child’s grades will not be affected. Your child may be excused from
participation for any reason, is not required to finish the assessment, and may skip any test question. While
NAEP is voluntary, we depend on student participation to provide an accurate measure of student
achievement that will inform improvements in education. Your child will represent many other students,
so participation is very important. However, if you do not want your child to participate, please notify me
in writing by (date).

There is no need to study in preparation for NAEP. We do ask parents to encourage their children to do
their best and get plenty of rest the night before the assessment.

If you would like to have additional information about NAEP, please visit
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard. If you have questions or would like to review a booklet that includes
sample subject area and student questions, please contact me at (telephone number) or via e-mail at (e-
mail address).

We are excited that our school will be participating in NAEP, and we are pleased that your child (may
be/has been) selected. We know that (school name)'s students will help us show what our nation’s
students know and can do.

Sincerely,
School Principal
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Appendix D: Sample Description of School Coordinator Responsibilities

As the school coordinator, you are the liaison for
all NAEP assessment activities in your school.

In the fall, you will be responsible for:

Registering for the MySchool website.

MySchool is used to collect information about your school and provide you with documents that
you can download and customize throughout the NAEP assessment process. Multiple school staff
may register to access the site. To register for MySchool, go to www.mynaep.com and complete the
form using the registration ID provided by your NAEP State or Trial Urban District Assessment
(TUDA) Coordinator.

Completing and submitting school information.
Click on “Provide School Information” on MySchool to enter and submit information about your
school so that materials can be prepared for the assessment.

If requested, providing the NAEP State or TUDA Coordinator with a list of
<selected> grade students.

NAEP requires a complete list of students in the selected grade in order to select a random sample
of students to participate in the assessment. This list provides demographic information about
students who will be assessed. It is usually submitted electronically and may be prepared by the
school, district, or state. Your NAEP State or TUDA Coordinator will inform you if you need to
provide this list. Student names will always be kept confidential and individual student responses or
scores are never reported.

Before the assessment date, you will be responsible for:

Preparing for the assessment.
Numerous activities need to be completed early in January to ensure a successful assessment.

¢ Identify teachers who teach the assessed subjects to your <selected>-grade students.

e Arrange logistics for the assessment.

e Review the instructions for distributing and completing the worksheets for students
identified as English language learners and/or students with disabilities, and distribute them
to the staff person(s) most knowledgeable about how these students are tested on your state
assessment.

Informing parents/guardians.

By law, parents/guardians of children selected to participate in NAEP must be informed prior to
administration of the assessment that their child has been selected for the assessment, may be
excused from participation for any reason, is not required to finish the assessment, and is not
required to answer all test questions. Your NAEP State or TUDA Coordinator will provide a
Sample Parent/Guardian Notification Letter and additional information about how this requirement
should be fulfilled. These details, as well as electronic copies of the letter, will be provided through
MySchool. Parent notification should be completed prior to the pre-assessment visit. Parents may
also visit http:/nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/parents/ to find out more about NAEP.
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Meeting with the NAEP staff during the scheduled pre-assessment visit.

In late January, you will meet with the NAEP representative to go over information related to the
NAEP administration. During the meeting, you will review the list of selected students to verify that
their demographic information is accurate and complete. Details for the assessment day will be
finalized, such as which students will require accommodations, how NAEP will be administered,
the time and locations of the assessment, and how students and teachers will be notified. The NAEP
representative will also verify that parents have been notified and will collect a copy of the parent
notification letter during this visit.

Promoting the importance of NAEP with school staff.
Teachers are essential for motivating students to do their best on NAEP. The following are some
suggestions on how to gain teacher support:
® Show the 5-minute NAEP video, Introducing NAEP to Teachers, at a faculty meeting. This
video can be accessed at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/videos/naep4th8th.asp.
e Inform teachers that released NAEP questions and responses, which they can use in their
classroom, are accessible on the NAEP Questions Tool at http:/nces.ed.gov/

nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/.

Promoting the importance of NAEP with students.
Students who are selected for NAEP will represent students across the nation, so it is vital that these
<selected grade>-graders participate and do their best. The following are some suggestions on how
to encourage students to do their best:
® Speak with participating students prior to assessment day. Let them know why NAEP is
important.
Consider ways to thank students for their participation.
Inform students that they can find past NAEP results by visiting The Nation’s Report Card
website, http://nationsreportcard.gov/.
¢ Inform students that individual results are not released to the public and that NAEP only
takes 90—120 minutes to complete.

On the assessment date, you will be responsible for:

Ensuring that students attend the session.

Prior to the assessment start time, you will need to be available to ensure that students attend. You
are encouraged to remain in the room during the assessment. NAEP staff will bring all assessment
materials to the school and will conduct the session(s). It is very important that attendance rates be
as high as possible to avoid the need for makeup sessions. If attendance of sampled students is less
than 90 percent, a makeup session will be needed, and the NAEP representative will schedule
another date to administer the assessment to the students who were absent.

Thank you in advance for your help preparing for this
important assessment!
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