
Attachment B: Interviewer administered Cognitive Interview Protocol

CEQ Questions with Globals.  The full question, including expenditure categories will be read to

the participant, and each “yes” reply will be followed by a ‘how much was the expense?’ and  ‘in

what month was the expense?’

1. Have there been any expenses that deal with the upkeep or improvement of your home, or any 

other unit you’ve owned or rented since the first of [reference month]:

a. Repairing outdoor patios, walls, fences, driveways or swimming pools

b. Inside painting or papering

c. Outside painting

d. Plastering or painting

e. Plumbing or water heating installation or repair

f. Electrical work

g. Heating or air conditioning jobs

1. Now I am going to ask about the purchase or rental of household appliances.  Since the first 

of [reference month] have you or any members of your household purchased or rented any:

a. Major kitchen appliances

b. Minor kitchen appliances

c. Washers or dryers

d. Air conditioners or heating and cooling equipment

e. Smoke alarms

f. Other household appliances

2. Now I am going to ask you about expenses for the purchase or rental of other household 

items.  Since the first of [reference month] have you or any members of your household 

purchased or rented any of the following items?

a. Photography equipment, supplies or fees

a. Musical instruments, supplies and accessories

b. Sports or exercise equipment

c. Camping, hunting or fishing equipment

d. Bicycles

e. Playground equipment



f. Other recreation equipment

3. Now I am going to ask you about expenses for home furnishing and related household items. 

Since the first of [reference period] have you or any members of your household purchased 

any:

a. Furniture for living, family or recreation rooms

b. Dining room or kitchen furniture

c. Bedroom furniture

d. Infant furniture

e. Outdoor furniture

f. Household linens

g. Window coverings

h. Area rugs

i. Slipcovers

Debriefing

The debriefing will immediately follow each selected CEQ section (home improvement, 

appliances, household items and furniture).  The bolded questions/global categories from the 

CEQ questions included in the debriefing questions will be used to fill in the blanks below.   

Recall/Response Strategy

1. If >0, You said that you had spent $___ on _____.   How did you arrive at that 

answer? Were you thinking of specific purchases or items in general?

Probe as needed to identify the specific, detailed, items purchased:

 What did you buy exactly?

 How much did that cost?

 What else did you buy?  How much did it cost?

 What did you include in your answer?

2. If >$0 reported:  Please look at this list of items, other than the things you’ve told me

already, have you or anyone in your household had any expenses for these in the past 

three months?



3. If $0 reported: Please look at this list of items (show list for that global category).   In

the past three months, have you or anyone in your household had any expenses for 

any of these?

Comprehension

1. What comes to mind when you hear the term _________?

2. What are some examples of _____   expenses?  Any others?

3. Are there any expenses that you think might be included in _______ but aren’t sure 

about?

4. What are some other words you would use for _________?


