
National Survey of Pedestrian and Bicyclist Attitudes, Knowledge, and Behavior
Differences Between The 2012 and 2002 Questionnaires

New Questions In The 2012 Survey

Q5.  The last day you rode a bicycle, was it on a weekday or the weekend?
Q20.  In the past five years, have you received any training in bicycling safety?

Q21.  Who provided the training to you?
Q22.  If you wanted to learn about bicycling safety, where would you go or look for 

information?
Q26.  During the past year, how often did you use an electronic device like a cell phone 

or mp3 player while you were riding your bike and the bike was in motion?
Q28.  On a typical day that you ride a bicycle, about how long do you ride?  

Q29.  Can you tell me if it was less than 30 minutes, …..?
Q37.  When you are bicycling, how often do you have to change your route because of 

obstacles, such as construction, heavy traffic, and roads in poor condition?
Q40.  How did you injure yourself while riding your bike?
Q43.  In your opinion, how much protection against head injuries do bike helmets 

provide children?
Q44.  What about for adults?  Do bike helmets provide adults very little protection, some 

protection, or a lot of protection against head injuries?
Q53. The last day you walked, jogged, or ran outside for 5 minutes or more, was it on a 

weekday or the weekend?
Q71.  During the past year, how often did you use an electronic device like a cell phone 

or mp3 player while you were walking outside?
Q75.  In what condition are these sidewalks?
Q80.  How did you injure yourself while you were walking?
Q83.  Are bicyclists supposed to stop at traffic lights and stop signs, like motor vehicles, 

or are they supposed to use their own judgment on whether they need to stop at red
lights and stop signs?

Q84.  What do flashing red lights on a school bus mean for an approaching car?
Q87.  What would you say is the most important reason why you do not walk as much as 

you would like?
Q88.  What would you say is the most important reason why you do not bicycle as much 

as you would like?
Q89.  Is it safe or dangerous to walk in your neighborhood?

Q90.  Why do you feel this way?
Q91.  Is it safe or dangerous to ride a bicycle in your neighborhood?

Q92.  Why do you feel this way?
Q94.  In your opinion, what is the youngest age that a child is able to cross a 

neighborhood street alone?
Q95.  How old is the oldest child?
Q96.  How many days does this child ride a bicycle during a typical week in the summer?
Q97.  When riding a bicycle, does this child wear a helmet ….. (frequency)?
Q109.  How often do you drive a motor vehicle?



Q112.  Do you use special equipment to help you walk, or do you use a wheelchair, or do
you use a motorized chair?

Q113.  In general, how easy or difficult is it for you to travel to the places in your 
community where you want to go?

Q114.  From which places do you find it more difficult to travel to the places you want to
go?

Q115.  What are the reasons it is difficult for you to travel to the places in your 
community where you want to go?

Q116.  May I please have your zip code?

Other Additions To 2012

 Safety questions for cell phone interviews.
 Questions to determine type of telephone household.
 Added reminders in questions that walking includes jogging and running.

Wording/Question Revisions Between 2002 and 2012

2012

Q1.  When was the last time you rode a 
bicycle?  

Q2.  Do you have a bicycle available for 
your use?

Q3.  Why haven’t you ridden a bicycle 
recently?

Q14.  When you rode your bicycle that day,
did you ride mostly on paved roads, ……? 
(Day Specific Information)

Q15.  When riding your bike in the street, 
did you mostly ride facing traffic or with 
traffic?  (Day Specific Information)

2002

Q4.  How many days ago was the last day 
you rode a bike?

Q1.  Do you have a bicycle available for 
your use on a regular basis?

Q2e.  What is the primary reason you never
ride a bike in the summer/have not ridden a
bike more recently?

Q16.  Did you ride mostly on paved roads, 
……?  (Trip Specific Information)

Q46a.  When riding your bike in the street, 
do you typically ride facing traffic, or with 
traffic?  (General Behavior)



Q16.  Was anyone else with you when you 
were riding your bicycle that day, or was 
all your riding done alone?  (Day Specific 
Information)

Q31.  Are bike paths available within a 
quarter mile where you live?

Q34.  Are bike lanes available within a 
quarter mile where you live?

Q46.  What changes, if any, would you like
to see your local government make in your 
community for bicyclists?

Q47.  Is there a law or ordinance in your 
State, city, or county that requires adults 
and/or children to wear a helmet when 
riding a bike?
Q48.  Is it a State, city, or county law?
Q49.  Does this law require all bicyclists, 
or only children, to wear helmets?

Q51.  When was the last time you walked, 
jogged, or ran outside for 5 minutes or 
more?

Q62.  When you were walking that day, did
you walk mostly on paved roads, ……?  
(Day Specific Information)

Q63.  When you were walking in the street,
were you usually walking facing traffic or 
with traffic?  (Day Specific Information)

Q18.  How many other people were with 
you on this trip?  (Trip Specific 
Information)

Q42.  Are bike paths available in the area 
where you live/in the areas where you ride?

Q44.  Are bike lanes available in the area 
where you live/in the areas where you ride?

Q48b.  Are there any changes you would 
like made in your community for 
bicyclists?
Q48c.  What changes would you like to see
made in your community?

Q49.  Does your State have a law that 
requires adults and/or children to wear a 
helmet when riding a bike?
Response categories:  
   Yes adults only, 
   Yes children only, 
   Yes both adults and children, 
   No

Q54.  How many days ago was the last day 
you walked?

Q66.  Did you walk mostly on paved roads,
……?  (Trip Specific Information)

Q94.  When walking in the street, do you 
typically walk facing traffic, or with 
traffic?  (General Behavior)



Q64.  Was anyone else with you when you 
were walking, or was all your riding done 
alone?  (Day Specific Information)

Q74.  Are there sidewalks in your 
neighborhood along almost all streets, 
along most streets, along some streets, or 
along no streets?

Q76.  Do you use sidewalks….. (frequency
categories)?

Q77.  What is the main reason that you 
hardly ever or never use sidewalks?

Q82.  What changes, if any, would you like
to see your local government make in your 
community for pedestrians?

Q85.  Do drivers in your community 
usually yield to pedestrians in crosswalks?

Q86C.  (Agree/Disagree)  Bicyclists are 
just as entitled to ride on the road as are 
motorists.

Q86D.  (Agree/Disagree)  Manuals used to 
study for a driver’s license should include 
information about how to avoid accidents 
with pedestrians and bicyclists.

Q68.  How many other people were with 
you on this trip?  (Trip Specific 
Information)

Q92.  Are sidewalks or paths available in 
the areas that you walk?

Q92a.  Do you use sidewalks or paths…..
(frequency categories).

Q93.  What is the main reason that you 
choose not to use these sidewalks or paths?

Q99.  Are there any changes you would 
like made in your community for 
pedestrians?
Q100.  What changes would you like to see
made in your community?

Q102L.  (Agree/Disagree) As a pedestrian, 
most motorists yield to me when I walk 
legally in crosswalks.

Q102C.  (Agree/Disagree) Bicyclists 
should only ride in bike lanes or on bike 
paths, not on the roads.

Q102A.  (Agree/Disagree)  Driver manuals
that are used to study for a driver’s license 
should include more information about 
how to avoid accidents with pedestrians.
Q102A.  (Agree/Disagree)  Driver manuals
that are used to study for a driver’s license 
should include more information about 
how to avoid accidents with those who 
bike.



Questions Deleted From 2002 Survey

Q2a.  On average during the summer months, how many days per week do you use a 
bicycle?

Q2b.  On average during the summer months, how many days per month do you use a 
bicycle?

Q5.  How many trips did you make on this most recent day you rode your bike?
Q7.  What time did you begin?  (Specific Trip Information)
Q8.  Was the area within ¼ mile of where you started your trip residential, 

commercial….? (Specific Trip Information)
Q9.  Was the starting point in a downtown area, urban or suburban area, rural town or 

farm?  (Specific Trip Information)
Q11.  About what time did you get to your destination?  (Specific Trip Information)
Q12.  Was the area within ¼ mile of where you ended your trip residential, 

commercial….? (Specific Trip Information)
Q13.  Was the ending point in a downtown area, urban or suburban area, rural town or 

farm?  (Specific Trip Information)
Q14.  How far did you bike on this trip?  (Specific Trip Information)
Q16.  On this trip, did you ride on a surface that was mainly flat, flat with a hill or two, or

mostly hills?  (Specific Trip Information)
Q35.  Is the bike trip you just reported typical of the kinds of trips you usually take?
Q36.  On that day, were other types of transportation available to you that you could have

used instead of your bike?
Q37.  What is the main reason that you chose to ride a bike instead of some other form of

transportation that day?
Q38a. – Q18 in 2012  (Deleted category on cause of perceived threat to safety)  Too 

much bicycle or pedestrian traffic.
Q39.  The last time you rode your bike, was it dark or near-dark outside for any part of 

your ride?
Q46b.  When riding your bike on sidewalks, do you typically ride facing traffic or with 

traffic?
Q51.  Agreement with statements:

Biking is a great form of transportation in the area where I live.
Biking is a great form of exercise for me.
Biking is an enjoyable activity to do alone.
Biking is an enjoyable activity to do in a group.

Q52a.  On average during the summer months, how many days per week do you use a 
bicycle?

Q52b.  On average during the summer months, how many days per month do you use a 
bicycle?

Q52e.  What is the primary reason you never walk in the summer/have not walked more 
recently?

Q55.  How many trips did you make on this most recent day you walked? (Specific Trip 
Information)

Q57.  What time did you begin?  (Specific Trip Information)



Q58.  Was the area within ¼ mile of where you started your trip residential, 
commercial….? (Specific Trip Information)

Q59.  Was the starting point in a downtown area, urban or suburban area, rural town or 
farm?  (Specific Trip Information)

Q61.  About what time did you get to your destination?  (Specific Trip Information)
Q62.  Was the area within ¼ mile of where you ended your trip residential, 

commercial….? (Specific Trip Information)
Q63.  Was the ending point in a downtown area, urban or suburban area, rural town or 

farm?  (Specific Trip Information)
Q64.  How far did you walk on this trip?  (Specific Trip Information)
Q67.  On this trip, did you walk on a surface that was mainly flat, flat with a hill or two, 

or mostly hills?  (Specific Trip Information)
Q85.  Are the walking trips you just reported typical of the kinds of trips you usually 

take?
Q86.  On that day, were other types of transportation available to you that you could have

used instead of walking?
Q87.  What is the main reason that you chose to walk instead of some other form of 

transportation that day?
Q88. – Q66 in 2012  (Deleted on cause of perceived threat to safety)  Too much bicycle 

or pedestrian traffic.
Q89.  The last time you walked, was it dark or near-dark outside for any part of your 

walk?
Q95.  When walking on the sidewalk, do you typically walk facing traffic or with traffic?
Q101.  Agreement with statements:

Walking is a great form of transportation in the area where I live.
Walking is a great form of exercise for me.
Walking is an enjoyable activity to do alone.
Walking is an enjoyable activity to do in a group.

Q102.  Agreement with statements:
 Pedestrians should only walk on sidewalks or grass, not on the roads.
I would be willing to increase my taxes to pay for infrastructure improvements 

such as bike paths, sidewalks, and traffic lights to make biking and walking 
safer.

I would be willing to increase my taxes to pay for educational programs for 
children to make their biking and walking safer.

Police need to enforce bike helmet laws for adults.
 Police need to enforce bike helmet laws for children
I support the use of traffic circles and speed bumps to reduce speeding in 

neighborhoods.
As a motorist, I yield to pedestrians walking legally in crosswalks.

Q103.  Are there any children ages 5 to 15 in your household who attend school?
Q104.  Do any of the children walk or bike to school?
Q105.  How many days do they walk or bike to school during a typical school week?
Q106.  Is there a safe route to school for your children when they walk or bike?
Q107.  What are the primary reasons your child does not walk or bike to school?
Q112.  About how many miles is it to the nearest grocery store?  Park or playground?


