
Update and Maintenance of Congressional and State Legislative District
Boundaries Coincident to Other Geographic Entities

As we move forward throughout the decade, we will need to know how to manage any 
permanent relationships that your congressional districts (CDs) and state legislative districts 
(SLDs) have to other governmental unit boundaries, such as incorporated places and minor civil 
divisions (MCDs).  If your CDs or SLDs currently share boundaries with incorporated places or 
MCDs, we request that you tell us if you would like the Census Bureau to maintain those 
relationships by moving the CD or SLD boundary when the place or MCD boundaries move, so 
that they will continue to share the boundary.

There are two main reasons why the Census Bureau moves MCD and incorporated place 
boundaries:

Drafting Correction:  A boundary is moved slightly to a more spatially accurate location.  The area 
does not contain housing units or population.

Legal Annexation:  This is a legal boundary change. These often include housing units and 
population.

For your reference, graphic examples can be found at the end of this document.

Currently, if a CD or SLD boundary is following a Minor Civil Division (MCD) or incorporated place 
boundary, and the MCD or incorporated place boundary is 1) moved due to a drafting correction, and 2) 
it is not on a physical feature such as a road or river, the Census Bureau moves the CD or SLD boundary 
so it will continue to follow the MCD or place boundary.  Please indicate in the tables below, how you 
would like the Census Bureau to handle these situations in the future.

Congressional Districts

 County Subdivisions and Congressional Districts (CD)

If the CD is following a county subdivision (MCD) boundary and the MCD boundary moves due to a:

Move CD boundary to new MCD boundary
Drafting 
Correction

Legal 
Annexation

Yes   

No   

 Incorporated Place and Congressional Districts (CD)

If the CD is following an incorporated place boundary and the place boundary moves due to a:

Move CD boundary to new place boundary
Drafting 
Correction

Legal 
Annexation

Yes   

No   



State Legislative Districts (Upper)

 County Subdivisions and State Legislative Districts Upper (SLDU)

If the SLDU is following a county subdivision (MCD) boundary and the MCD boundary moves due to a:

Move SLDU boundary to new MCD boundary
Drafting 
Correction

Legal 
Annexation

Yes   

No   

 Incorporated Places and State Legislative Districts Upper (SLDU)

If the SLDU is following an incorporated place boundary and the place boundary moves due to a:

Move SLDU boundary to new place boundary
Drafting 
Correction

Legal 
Annexation

Yes   

No   

State Legislative Districts (Lower)

 County Subdivisions and State Legislative Districts Lower (SLDL)

If the SLDL is following a county subdivision (MCD) boundary and the MCD boundary moves due to a:

Move SLDL boundary to new MCD boundary
Drafting 
Correction

Legal 
Annexation

Yes   

No   

 Incorporated Places and State Legislative Districts Lower (SLDL)

If the SLDL is following an incorporated place boundary and the place boundary moves due to a:

Move SLDL boundary to new place boundary
Drafting 
Correction

Legal 
Annexation

Yes   

No   



Legal Boundary Change Example



Boundary Correction Example



Participant Burden Information

The Census Bureau estimates that it will take approximately 50 hours to complete preparation 
of materials for the Redistricting Data Program Phase 4.  This includes the time needed to read 
and answer all questions completely for both the Annotation and Verification phases of Phase 
4.  Please send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection 
of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to:  Paperwork Project 0607-
0795, 4600 Silver Hill Road, Room 3K138, Washington, DC 20233, or you may e-mail comments 
to paperwork@census.gov; use “Paperwork Project 0607-0795” as the subject.  Please include a
copy of your message addressed to RDO@census.gov.  Under the Paperwork Reduction Act, the
Census Bureau cannot ask you to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Control Number.  The OMB Control 
Number for this collection is 0607-0795, and this Control Number expires on July 31, 2015.
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