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CHILD DISABILITY QUESTIONS 

PREAMBLE: These questions ask about difficulties your child may have in doing 
certain activities… 

NOTE: 
Unless noted otherwise, all response categories are:

1) No difficulty
2) Some difficulty
3) A lot of difficulty
4) Cannot do at all

All questions include the following response categories:
7) Refused
9) Don’t know

SEEING 

Children aged 2-17 years
1a) Does [he/she] wear glasses? 

1) Yes
2) No

1b) Does [he/she] have difficulty seeing [if (1a) is Yes], when wearing his/her 
glasses? 
Would you say… [Read response categories] 

HEARING

Children aged 2-17 years
2a) Does [he/she] use a hearing aid? 

1) Yes
2) No



2b) Does [he/she] have difficulty hearing [if (2a) is Yes], when using his/her hearing 
aid(s)? Would you say… [Read response categories]

WALKING

Children aged 2-4 years
3a) Compared with children of the same age, does [he/she] have difficulty walking? 
Would you say… [Read response categories] 

Children aged 5-17 years
3b) Compared with children of the same age, does [he/she] have difficulty walking 
500 meters on level ground?   (That would be about 1,640 feet or 546 yards.  Would
you say… [Read response categories]

1) No difficulty (skip 3c)

3c) Compared with children of the same age, does [he/she] have difficulty walking 
100 meters on level ground?  (That would be about 328 feet or 109 yards.  Would 
you say… [Read response categories]

SELF-CARE

Children aged 5- 17 years
4) Compared with children of the same age, does [he/she] have difficulty with self-
care such as feeding or dressing him/herself? Would you say… [Read response 
categories]

COMMUNICATION/COMPREHENSION

Children aged 2-4 years (Order of questions to be determined.)
5a) Does [he/she] have difficulty understanding you?  Would you say… [Read 
response categories]

6a) Do you have difficulty understanding your child’s needs/what your child wants?  
Would you say… [Read response categories]

Children aged 5-17 years (Order of questions and skip patterns to be 
determined)
5b) Compared with children of the same age and using [his/her] usual (customary) 
language, does [he/she] have difficulty understanding other people? Would you 
say… [Read response categories]

6b) Compared with children of the same age and using [his/her] usual (customary) 
language, does [he/she] have difficulty being understood by other people? Would 
you say… [Read response categories]

LEARNING 



Children aged 2-3 years 
7a) Compared with children of the same age, does [he/she] have difficulty learning 
the names of common objects?  Would you say… [Read response categories]

Children aged 3-17 years 
7b) Compared with children of the same age, does [he/she] have difficulty learning 
to do new things? Would you say… [Read response categories]

Children aged 5-17 years
8) Compared with children of the same age, does [he/she] have difficulty 
remembering things that they have learned? Would you say… [Read response 
categories]

EMOTIONS

Children aged 5-17
9) Compared with children of the same age, how much does (he /she) worry or feel 
sad? Would you say… [Read response categories]

1) Less/Not at all
2) The same
3) More
4) A lot more

BEHAVIOR

Children aged 2-4 years (MICS Early Childhood Development 
Questionnaire)
 
10) Compared with children of the same age, how much does (he/she) kick, bite or 
hit other children or adults?

1) Less/Not at all
2) The same 
3) More
4) A lot more

Children aged 5-17 years 
10) Compared with children of the same age, how much difficulty does (he/she) 
have controlling his/her behavior? Would you say… [Read response categories]



ATTENTION

Children aged 5-17
11) Compared with children of the same age, does (he/she) have difficulty 
concentrating on a task? Would you say… [Read response categories]
…difficulty completing a task/staying on task…

COPING WITH CHANGE

Children aged 5-17 years
12) Compared with children of the same age, does (he/she) have difficulty accepting
change to plans or routine?  Would you say… [Read response categories]

RELATIONSHIPS

Children aged 5-17 years 
13a) Does [he/she] have difficulty getting along with children of his/her age? Would 
you say… [Read response categories]  

13b) Does [he/she] have difficulty making and keeping friends?  Would you say … 
[Read response categories]

PLAYING

Children aged 5-12 years
14a) Compared with children of the same age, does [he/she] have difficulty playing?
Would you say… [Read response categories]  

Children aged 2-5 years
14 a1) Compared with children of the same age, does [he/she] have difficulty 
playing with toys or household objects?
Children aged 2-12 years
14a2) Compared with children of the same age, does [he/she] have difficulty 
playing with other children?

Children aged 13-17 years (It is intended to test this question for the age group 
13-17 years.)
14b) Compared with children of the same age, does [he/she] have difficulty doing 
things with other children? (Include things that children usually do together.)   
Would you say… [Read response categories]  



PAIN

Children aged 2-17 years (revised from NCHS: National Survey of Children 
with Special Health Care Needs)
14a) Compared with children of the same age, does [he/she] have difficulty with 
repeated or chronic physical pain, including headaches?   Would you say… [Read 
response categories]  


