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Federal Register Notice: A 60-day Notice was published in the Federal Register on January 12, 2012,
Vol. 77, No. §, pp. 1938-1939.



Public Comment #1

From: usacitizenl usacitizen1 [mailto:usacitizen1@live.com]

Sent: Sunday, January 15, 2012 5:40 PM

To: OMB-Comments {CDC); americanvgices@mail.house.gov; comments@whitehouse.gov;
speakerboehner@mail.house.gov; sf.nancy@mail.house.gov; info@taxpayer.net; media@cagw.org
Subject: public comment on federal register FW: nbody needs this information anymore - this is not
necessary and its wasteful spending

this agency should have been shut down 50 years ago. this agency is way past its sunset date, the
budget for this entire agency shoud| be cut to zero. nobody in america needs this survey. it is make work,
cut the budget for this entire agency to zero. taxpayers need smaller govt. this is an example of what
america cannot afford at this time. our govt is rogue.

jean public
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CDC Response to Public Comment #1

CDC provided a courtesy reply.



Public Comment #2
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March 12, 2012

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Kimberly Lane

CDC Reports Clearance Officer
1600 Clifion Road, MS D-74
Atlanta, GA 30333

RE:National Aduit Tobacco Survey (OMB No. 0920-0828,
exp. 10/31/2010) Reinstatement with Changes

Legacy appreciates the opportunity to provide comments
on the 2012-2014 National Adult Tobacco Survey (NATS).
Legacy has a long history with the NATS, and applauds the
goals of NATS regarding monitoring tobacco use trends
among adults as tobacco use remains the leading cause of
preventable disease and death in the United States.” This
research is vital for informing policy and programs on
substance use. In general, we are particularly pleased to
see questions surrounding menthel use and cigar use, as
well as the questions regarding other tobacco products.
Questions to adults about these products are particularly
helpful, as more and more evidence shows that young
adults in the 18-25 year age range are using these
products.?® Legacy's comments here focus on questions
regarding the various cigar products, and little cigar and
cigarillo (L.CC) products in particular.

Currently, there are no national prevalence estimates for
[.CC products specifically. Most state and national
surveillance surveys collect cigar data inconsistently or do
not ask gquestions specific to LCC's, limiting our
understanding of the grevalence, profiles and patterns of
use of LCC products.?® That is further complicated by the
fact that according to the federal tax definition, cigarillo
products are considered large cigars.*

Sales data suggest that the LCC market may be growing
more rapidly than big cigars. Between 1995 and 2008,
sales of little cigars and cigarillos increased by 316% and
255%, respectively, while large cigar sales increased by
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only 17% during that same period.® Yet we cannot currently track prevalence estimates
separately for these products. Legacy applauds NATS for including some brand names in
their survey as part of the descriptions of these products, and suggests that it may be
beneficial to list more brand names in the questions regarding little filtered cigars and
cigarillos. A recent analysis using 2002-2008 NSDUH data showed that the top 5 cigar
brands smoked by respondents (Black & Mild, Swisher Sweets, Phillies, White Owl, and
Garcia y Vega) include cigarillos and little cigar products. Yet, the authors were unable to
determine whether respondents were smoking large cigars or LCCs due to the grouping
together of cigar and LCC questions.® This illustrates why it would be helpful if other
survey instruments, such as NATS, were more specific in their questions regarding LCCs
and asked separately about each of the products.

As cigarette consumption has declined, LCC sales rates have increased dramatically.” The
increase in LCC sales is often attributed to higher taxes on cigarettes relative to cigars,®*'°
as well as differences in product regulation, industry marketing practices and, possibly, the
increased availability of a variety of flavors for LCC's.®'""'? In addition, due to the 2009
federal excise tax increase on little cigars equal to cigarettes at $1.00 per pack some
companies have increased slightly the weight of their little cigar products equaling the
weight of large cigars. '>'"° However, to the consumer the cigars look the same and are
used in the same manner.

Evidence also suggests that LCC product use may be more common among young adults,
males and African Americans.®'®"” Further, some emerging evidence indicates that LCC
users engage in different patterns of multiple product use compared with cigarette users. At
least two studies have found that LCC users are more likely to use cigarettes
concurrently. 7

LCC users may view these products as less harmful than cigarettes," despite the fact that
cigars can be just as addictive and risky."® Data show that some LCC users smoke these
products differently than large cigars, inhaling more deeply. If inhaled like cigarettes, LCCs
have the potential to be particularly addictive, given that a cigar typically contains more
nicotine than a cigarette,'®'%%°

For these reasons and those explained below, it is important that we better understand the
prevalence and patterns of use of LCC-specific products. Therefore, Legacy suggests
amending the NATS survey in the following ways:

1) Include better descriptions of each product in the questions about these
products. Research indicates that LCC users may not recognize these products as
cigars or even as tobacco products.?’,?? Including descriptions could help
respondents correctly identify the products and answer questions accordingly. While
there are descriptions available to respondents if they ask for help, it may provide
more accurate information if the descriptions were automatically read as part of the

question.
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2)

3)

4)

Ask questions about cigarillos and little filtered cigars separately. As we have
stated above, it is sometimes difficult fo tease out the different use patterns for the
various products, and lumping together cigarillos and little filtered cigars may
contribute to this difficulty.

Ask more questions about usage patterns. We need more information about how
these products are actually used. For example, we noticed that the survey did not
ask about how many times a day respondents smoked cigars. [t is also important
ask about what users are doing when they use these products. For example, most
users do not inhale the smoke of typical large cigars. However, it is possible,
especially in the case of the little filtered cigars, that these products are being
inhaled, and used as substitutes for cigarettes, due to their flavorings, price and
similarity to cigarettes. Also, there is some evidence in the case of cigarillos, that
users sometimes share the product, rather than smoking it all themselves.® Asking
questions about whether or not users have attempted to quit using these products
would also be helpful information. Finally, the gquestion regarding intentions for use
(Question 28: Do you think you will smcke a cigar, hookah or water pipe, or another
type of pipe within the next year) lumps several products together. lt is important to
ask this question separately for each product in order to get a better picture of
respondent’s intentions.

Ask about flavored individual products. We applaud CDC for including a
guestion about flavored tobacco products. (Question 34; ...In the past 30 days were
any of the tobacco products that you smoked flavored to taste like menthol, mint,
clove, spice, candy, fruit, chocolate, or other sweets?) However, this question is not
specific to any type of tobacco product and may not be as helpful in determining
which flavored products adults may be using. This is especially important with
regard to cigars, since flavored cigarettes (except for menthol) were banned by the
Tobacco Control Act. Considering that cigarettes and little cigars are often
substituted for each other, it is important to have information about flavored cigar
products. It aiso may be helpful to know what flavors respondents used, for
example, asking them to indicate from a list which flavors they have used. In
addition, the FDA does not currently regulate cigars — flavored or not.?* Having
specific information about flavored cigars, particularly among young adulis, may be
useful should FDA assert jurisdiction over cigars.
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We thank CDC and OMB for considering these suggestions. Please contact Diane Canova,
Vice President of Government Affairs, at dcanova@legacyforhealth.org or 202-454-5559 if
you have any questions or need further information.

Sincerely,

David Dobbins
Chief Operating Officer
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CBC Response to Public Comment #2

Selected comments were incorporated into a revision of the NATS questionnaire.



