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Criminal Justice System Flowchart

The diagram below illustrates the sequence of events in the criminal justice system.
To link to a text description of each section, click on any part of that section of the diagram or return to the Justice System page.

Sentencing
and i [ i

What ie the sequence of evente in the erimina justice eystem?

Adjud ication

and pretri; it
Refugal to ndict
Chargs demimed  Acouited

Entry into the system

Grand jury
Out o ystem

Amaignm ent
Unsohed  Released  Relessed  Charges  Charges
ornct witheut wihot  dropped  dropped [regigration
areded  progsaufion procection ordimized o dismissed netfieation)
Inter medicte
sanctions
1 0ut of gy et em
Cut of gy dtem

Inform tion Arraignment

Prebaficn o cher
nonresidential dispoaition

Out o aystem

Fomal juwenike or youthful
offen der court processing

Juvenile
offenders

Informal processng
dive micn

Source: Adaptedirom The chalbnge of crime in a free sockiy.
mmissicn on Law Enforcement and Administraion

President's

of Justice, 1667, This revision, & resulk d the Sympodum on
the 20th Anniversary o the President's Commission, was prepared
by the Buresis of Justice Statistica in 1607

Nenpolize referala

Micde: Thie chart gives asimplfied view of caseflow
through the crimingl justios system . Procedures vary
among juridicions. The weights of the Ines are not
intended to show actual size o caseloads.
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