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BURDEN AND NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENTS
According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0596-NEW.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 20 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (voice).  TDD users can contact USDA through local relay or the Federal relay at (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (relay voice).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

A.  Please read each statement and circle the number that best fits with your beliefs.

1) "I want to live in an area where trees and nature around my home are untouched."

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



2) "I want to live in an area where I can have my privacy."

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



3) "I want to live in an area where my home is safe from the threat of wildfires."

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



4) Homeowners should be more concerned about how human activity affects nature.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



5) Wildlife, plants, trees, and humans have equal rights.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



6) “I believe that trees and the forest around my home and community need to be protected above all else.”

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



7) The primary use for forests should be for products that are useful for humans.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



8) My house in the forest is simply a place where I can get away for vacation and enjoyment.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



9) My home in the forest is where I live with all of my valuable possessions.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



10) If my home in the forest was destroyed it could never be replaced.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



11) We need to actively manage the forests and other plant life around our home to reduce risks of wildfire.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



12) The decision to create defensible space around my home should be made mainly based on safety considerations.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



13) We know our neighbors well.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



14) We work with our neighbors to minimize wildfire risks in common areas.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



15) We see this community as our community.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



16) We engage in social activities with our neighbors.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Strongly Disagree		Strongly Agree



B.  Please circle the number that best reflects your evaluation of the risk or action described.

1. What is the likelihood of fire happening near your home within the next couple of years? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	no chance it	                                                                                         certain it will
will happen	 	l  	                                                         happen



2. How vulnerable do you feel about the possibility of a wildfire physically affecting you or your family? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all vulnerable	extremely vulnerable



3. How vulnerable do you feel about the possibility of a wildfire affecting your property and/or possessions? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all vulnerable	extremely vulnerable



4. How severe will the impact of a wildfire be where you live? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	no harm at all	extremely devastating



5. Which of the following actions best describe what you will do or have done to reduce wildfire risks to your property and family? Place an X in the appropriate column.

	
	Defensible Space Actions
	Already done
	Probably will do
	Probably will not do

	a.
	Create the required defensible space around your home
	
	
	

	b.
	Put a fire resistant roof on your home
	
	
	

	c.
	Remove dead branches from roof & chimney
	
	
	

	d.
	Make sure your home is easily identifiable & accessible from main road.
	
	
	

	e.
	Make sure your trees are planted away from structures and powerlines
	
	
	

	f.
	Stack firewood & scrap wood piles at least 30 feet from any structure.
	
	
	

	g.
	Contact local fire department to get a fire inspection of home & property.
	
	
	

	h.
	Work with neighbors to clear common areas of heavy vegetation.
	
	
	

	i.
	Other (please specify):


	
	
	









6. Which of the actions that you have already done on your property are you likely to continue doing on a regular basis? Using the scale below, place an X in the appropriate column. If you have not taken an action please leave it blank. 

	
	Defensible Space Actions
	Not at all                                       Very                                    likely                                             likely

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	a.
	Create the required defensible space around your home
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b.
	Put a fire resistant roof on your home
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c.
	Remove dead branches from roof & chimney
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d.
	Make sure your home is easily identifiable & accessible from main road.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	e.
	Make sure your trees are planted away from structures and powerlines.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	f.
	Stack firewood & scrap wood piles at least 30 feet from any structure.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	g.
	Contact local fire department to get a fire inspection of home & property.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	h.
	Work with neighbors to clear common areas of heavy vegetation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	i.
	Other (please specify):


	
	
	
	
	
	
	



7. How effective are the following actions at reducing the risk of wildfire from impacting your property and lives? Using the scale below, place an X in the appropriate column.
	
	Effectiveness of these actions:
	Not at all                                             Very
Effective                                       Effective                                                                        

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	a
	Creating the required defensible space around your home
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b
	Putting a fire resistant roof on your home
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c
	Removing dead branches from roof & chimney
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d
	Making sure your home is easily identifiable & accessible from main road.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	E
	Making sure your trees are planted away from structures and powerlines.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	f
	Stacking firewood & scrap wood piles at least 30 feet from any structure.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	G
	Contacting the local fire department to get a fire inspection of home & property.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	H
	Working with neighbors to clear common areas of heavy vegetation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	i. 
	Other (please specify):


	
	
	
	
	
	
	



8. How confident are you in your ability to do each of these defensible actions on your property in an effort to reduce the risks of wildfire impacting you and your property? Using the scale below, place an X in the appropriate column.
	
	Confidence in ability to undertake these actions:
	Not at all                                             Very
Confident                                   Confident

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	a.
	Create the required defensible space around your home
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b.
	Put a fire resistant roof on your home
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c.
	Remove dead branches from roof & chimney
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d.
	Make sure your home is easily identifiable & accessible from main road.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	e.
	Make sure your trees are planted away from structures and powerlines.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	f.
	Stack firewood & scrap wood piles at least 30 feet from any structure.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	g.
	Contact local fire department to get a fire inspection of home & property.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	h.
	Work with neighbors to clear common areas of heavy vegetation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	i.
	Other (please specify):


	
	
	
	
	
	
	



9. How serious do you feel the negative consequences of wildfires are to your community? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all serious		extremely serious



10. How vulnerable do you feel about the possibility of a wildfire affecting your community? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all vulnerable		very vulnerable




11. How severe do you believe the impact of a wildfire will be to your community? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	no harm at all		extremely devastating



12. To what extent have your immediate neighbors engaged in defensible actions that reduce wildfire risks/threats (e.g., required defensible space around homes, fire resistant roof)? 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	done nothing		done everything






13. To what extent have the members of your community engaged in defensible actions that reduce wildfire risks/threats?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	done nothing		done everything



14. To what extent has heavy vegetation been cleared from the common areas of your community?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	cleared nothing		all cleared



15. Below are some reasons commonly expressed by homeowners that influence their risk mitigation decisions.  How important are each of these in your decision to reduce wildfire risk where you live?

	
	Common Reasons:
	Not at all                                             Very
Important                                  Important

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	a.
	The cost of removing & cleaning up the area on a regular basis.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b.
	Time it takes to remove & clean up the area on a regular basis.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c.
	“No matter what we do if others don’t take action it makes no difference”.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d.
	“We are vulnerable even if we take action because we are surrounded by dense forest conditions”.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	e.
	Aesthetics – “I love my trees.”
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	f.
	“By choosing to live in this area, we assume this risk”.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	g.
	The Forest Service does nothing to reduce risk.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	h.
	“Wildfire is uncontrollable so nothing that we do can protect us”.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	i.
	“It’s difficult at my age and physical ability to undertake this type of strenuous activity”.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	j.
	“This is my vacation home – when I come here I don’t want to spend time working on cleaning, clearing, etc.”.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	k.
	There are no facilities or support to dispose of slash material, cleared debris, etc.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	l.
	“There are no fire hydrants or adequate water supply to help us fight the wildfires”.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



16. How responsible should YOU be for protecting yourself and your property from the impact of wildfire? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all responsible		very responsible



17. How responsible should your homeowners’ association or community be for protecting you and your property from the impact of wildfire? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all responsible		very responsible



18. How responsible should local governments (e.g., county, city) be for protecting homeowners and private property from the impact of wildfire? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all responsible		very responsible



19. How responsible should the U.S. Forest Service (or other land managers) be for protecting homeowners and private property from the impact of wildfire? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all responsible		very responsible





20. Consider a scenario in which you and your neighbors have undertaken and finished considerable work to reduce the risk of wildfires around your home and property. How vulnerable do you feel about a potential wildfire starting because of the behavior of people visiting the area around your community? 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all vulnerable		very vulnerable




21. Consider a scenario in which you have undertaken and finished considerable work to reduce the risk of wildfires around your home and property. If your neighbors do not do any work to reduce this type of risk around both their homes and the community’s common areas, how vulnerable do you feel about a wildfire affecting your property and homes? 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all vulnerable		very vulnerable





22. Think about the forest nearest to where your home is located. Today is it:
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	healthy	not sure	not healthy



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	in a natural state	not sure	not in a natural state



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	getting healthier	not changing	getting less healthy







Commonly used approaches to treating public lands are to use prescribed fire and selective thinning.  Assume that your local forest district decides to undertake the following strategy:

The Forest Service prepares a “burn plan” for the year to treat the landscape of the forest nearest your home/property.  This plan identifies specific locations that will be burned at some point during the year.  In your opinion:

23. If successful, how would the use of prescribed fire impact the forest in your area over the next five years?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	make it significantly healthier		make it significantly less healthy



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	significantly restore	           significantly change it 
it to its natural state	      from its natural state



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	significantly increase	           significantly decrease 
its natural beauty	   its natural beauty



Assume that your local forest has an agreement to work with timber harvesters to clear brush and small trees through selective thinning from a designated area. In your opinion:

24. If successful, how will the specific timber agreement impact the forest over the next five years? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	make it significantly healthier		make it significantly less healthy



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	significantly restore	           significantly change it 
it to its natural state	      from its natural state



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	significantly increase	           significantly decrease 
its natural beauty	   its natural beauty



25. Think about the impact of both of the above actions that the Forest Service (in some combination) could take to reduce wildfire risk.  Overall, do you believe that these strategies will:

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	make it significantly healthier		make it significantly less healthy



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	significantly restore	           significantly change it 
it to its natural state	      from its natural state



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	significantly increase	           significantly decrease 
its natural beauty	   its natural beauty


	
The Forest Service is now required to consider the impact of their management actions on forest conditions and climate change.

26. How concerned are you personally about the impact of climate change?
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	a great deal	not sure	not at all



27. To what extent are large-scale wildfires impacted by changes in climate conditions?
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	a great deal	not sure	not at all



28. To what extent is the threat of climate change increased by people who fail to engage in behaviors to reduce the risks of wildfires around their forest homes?
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	a great deal	not sure	not at all



29. To what extent does a person’s willingness to engage in behaviors to reduce the risks of wildfire demonstrate their concern for climate change?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	a great deal	not sure	not at all



30. To what extent is the threat of climate change impacted by the actions of the Forest Service?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	a great deal	not sure	not at all



31. To what extent is the threat of climate change impacted by large-scale wildfires?
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	a great deal	not sure	not at all




32. To what extent is the health of the forest nearest your home changing over time? 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	getting Worse	about the same	getting Better



33. To what extent do you believe climate change is affecting the health of the forest?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	a great deal	not sure	not at all



		
34. How well informed do you consider yourself to be about wildfire and wildfire risks? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all informed		very informed



35. How well informed do you consider yourself to be about climate change? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all informed		very informed



36. To what extent do you find information about wildfires to be personally relevant? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all relevant		very relevant



37. To what extent do you find information about climate change to be personally relevant? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all relevant		very relevant



38. How motivated are you to learn more about the connection between wildfire risks and undertaking the actions to make your property more defensible against wildfire? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all motivated		very motivated



39. How motivated are you to learn more about possible connections between wildfire risks and climate change? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all motivated		very motivated



40. How motivated are you to learn more about connections between climate change and undertaking the actions to make your property more defensible against wildfire? 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	not at all motivated		very motivated



41. What type of experience have you had with large-scale wildfire(s)?  Check all that apply.

_____ 	My house and/or structures on my property were destroyed (partially or totally)
_____  	There have been fires very near my property (less than 5 miles)
_____  	There have been fires 5 to 50 miles from my property
____    	There have been fires 51 to 100 miles from my property
_____  	I\we have been evacuated from my\our house because of the threat of a wildfire 
_____  	I\we have heard about wildfire experiences through friends, family, or neighbors   
_____  	No experience
_____	Other— please explain: ____________________________________________________
			______________________________________________________________________________
C.  The following questions are for categorization purposes only.  For each of the following questions, please check the appropriate category or fill in the appropriate information.

1. Please identify your gender:	_____ Male		_____ Female

2. What is your highest level of education completed?
Some high school   ______		High school         _______
Some college          ______		College degree    _______
Some Postgraduate ______		Graduate degree  _______	
Other (please specify:_______________________)

3. If you have a home near the forest, how many months per year do you live in your home near the forest?  _________ # of months

4. If you have a home near the forest, how close is your home to the closest National Forest or Grassland?
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]______  less than 1 mile		______  21 to 50 miles
______  1 to 10 miles			______  more than 50 miles
______  11 to 20 miles                       ______  Other (please specify ___________________)	

5. Please identify your age group:
18-25	________			45-54 ________
26-34   ________			55-64 ________
35-44   ________			65 and over ___

6. Please check the category which best fits your household income level per year:
Less than $15,000 ______			$55,000 – $84,999   _____
$15,000 – $34,999 ______			$85,000 – $99,999   _____
$35,000 – $54,999 ______			$100,000 – over       _____

7. Please identify the zip code for your primary residence:  ________________	

8. Please identify the zip code for your residence near the forest:  ________________	

9. How many times have you visited National Forests in the past 12 months? 			

10. Do you have insurance on your property near the forest which includes loss from wildfire:
_____ No		_____ Yes

11. With which racial/ethnic group do you most closely identify?
______African American/Black		______Mexican American
______Central American	         		______Native American  (Please
______Chinese American				Specify Nation/Tribe/Pueblo: _________ 								_________________________________)
______Cuban American 			______Vietnamese American
______Hispanic American			______White American/Caucasian
______Japanese American			______Other Ethnic/Racial Group 
______Korean American 			(Please specify ____________________)

THIS PAGE WILL BE SEPARATED FROM THE SURVEY RESPONSES GIVEN ABOVE.  ALL RESPONSES WILL BE CONFIDENTIAL AND INFORMATION WILL ONLY BE USED IN AGGREGATE.

If you have any questions or comments about the survey or topics related to what was covered in this survey, you are welcome to provide your comments below. If you would like us to respond to any questions that you may have or would like to receive a copy of our final report, please include your name and address/contact email so that we can respond.



	Name:		_____________________________________
	Address:	_____________________________________
			_____________________________________
	Email: 	_____________________________________
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