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Conservation Effects Assessment Project

Survey of Farming and Conservation Practices
in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis -
crimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and, where ap -
plicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic infor -
mation, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with dis-
abilities who require alternative means for communication
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(voice and TDD).
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sistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant
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What is CEAP?

The 2011 National Resources Inventory (NRI) - Con -
servation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP) survey
collects information from farmers in the Chesapeake
Bay watershed about farming and conservation prae
tices on cultivated cropland. Farmers installed many
agricultural management practices using publicly
available technical and financial assistance from con-
servation programs and through their own initiative
and at their own expense. Conservation practices
help farmers and rural communities in the Chesa -
peake Bay watershed maintain productive farmland,
protect the environment and restore the health of
the Chesapeake Bay.

The information collected through the CEAP survey
is vital to help determine what resources farmers
may need to further protect the soil, water and habi-
tat in the Chesapeake Bay watershed and to docu-
ment on-farm conservation accomplishments.
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3 Why participate in CEAP?

2 The survey will capture producers’ current

¥ farming and management practices, including
. conservation practices designed to help protect
soil and water resources. The survey will pro -
vide a complete picture of conservation prac
# tices in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. This

ol information will be used to maintain, modify
and improve programs that assist farmers in
planning and installing on-farm conservation
practices.
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| Maintaining conservation programs in the
—— | United States benefits producers by protecting
| the environment upon which their livelihoods
! depend. The programs provide financial incen-
E tives such as rental payments and cost-sharing
incentives to offset the cost of installing
L_| conservation practices. USDA conservation pro-
| grams currently benefiting farmers include:

~| = Agricultural Management Assistance
= Agricultural Water Enhancement Program
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative

= Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program

= Conservation Reserve Program

= Conservation Stewardship Program

= Environmental Quality Incentives Program
= Wetlands Reserve Program

= Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program

In addition to these and other federal pro-
grams, assistance is available from state agen-
cies and nonprofit organizations. Also, many
farmers install conservation practices without
public incentives or assistance.

How is CEAP RO

conducted?

USDA'’s National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service
(NASS) last conducted
on-farm interviews for
CEAP in the Chesapeake
Bay watershed in 2006.
Since that time, area
farmers have continued
to install many on-farm
best management prae
tices. Collecting this up-
dated information helps
document the preva
lence of conservation
practices and provides
the base from which to
strengthen conservation
planning, implementa-
tion and management.

NASS representatives
will visit more than
1,500 farms in the
Chesapeake Bay water
shed from November
2011 through January
2012 to collect information on farm production
practices; chemical, fertilizer and manure applica -
tions; integrated pest management; and installed
conservation practices. Respondents are guaranteed
by law (Title 7, U.S. Code and CIPSEA, Public Law
107-347) that their individual information will be
kept confidential.

USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service will
combine the data collected with information freom
its hydrologic, climate and soil databases to esti
mate environmental and management conditions
for the Chesapeake Bay watershed.
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