
2011
National Resources Inventory 

U.S. Department of Agriculture · National Agricultural Statistics Service

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Conservation E�ects Assessment Project

in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed

The importance of CEAP

Under the 2008 Farm Bill, Congress provided 
more than $24 billion for the implementation 
of conservation programs and practices on 
private lands in the United States. A portion of 
this was directed to the Chesapeake Bay Water-
shed Initiative to help restore the Chesapeake 
Bay and its watershed. The information from 
the 2011 NRI-CEAP survey will provide the 
farming community, the general public, legisla-
tors, and others involved in environmental 
policy with a current account of the environ -
mental impacts of the application of conserva-
tion practices throughout the watershed.

To learn more about CEAP, visit www.nrcs.
usda.gov/technical/nri/ceap.

For more information or ques-
tions about the CEAP survey, 
contact your local NASS Field 
O�ce or visit www.nass.usda.gov:

Delaware (800) 282-8685
Maryland (800) 675-0295
New York (800) 821-1276
Pennsylvania (800) 498-1518
Virginia   (800) 772-0670
West Virginia  (800) 535-7088

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis -
crimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and, where ap -
plicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, 
religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic infor -
mation, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s 
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with dis-
abilities who require alternative means for communication 
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD).

To �le a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, As -
sistant Secretary for Civil Rights, O�ce of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at 
(866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 
377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish 
Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer.
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What is CEAP?
The 2011 National Resources Inventory (NRI) – Con -
servation E�ects Assessment Project (CEAP) survey 
collects information from farmers in the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed about farming and conservation prac-
tices on cultivated cropland.  Farmers installed many 
agricultural management practices using publicly 
available technical and �nancial assistance from con-
servation programs and through their own initiative 
and at their own expense. Conservation practices 
help farmers and rural communities in the Chesa -
peake Bay watershed maintain productive farmland, 
protect the environment and restore the health of 
the Chesapeake Bay.  

The information collected through the CEAP survey 
is vital to help determine what resources farmers 
may need to further protect the soil, water and habi-
tat in the Chesapeake Bay watershed and to docu-
ment on-farm conservation accomplishments. 

How is CEAP 
conducted?
USDA’s National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service 
(NASS) last conducted 
on-farm interviews for 
CEAP in the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed in 2006.  
Since that time, area 
farmers have continued 
to install many on-farm 
best management prac-
tices.  Collecting this up -
dated information helps 
document the preva-
lence of conservation 
practices and provides 
the base from which to 
strengthen conservation 
planning, implementa-
tion and management.

NASS representatives 
will visit more than 
1,500 farms in the 
Chesapeake Bay water-
shed from November 
2011 through January 
2012 to collect information on farm production 
practices; chemical, fertilizer and manure applica -
tions; integrated pest management; and installed 
conservation practices. Respondents are guaranteed 
by law (Title 7, U.S. Code and CIPSEA, Public Law 
107-347) that their individual                                                           information will be 
kept con�dential. 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service will 
combine the data collected with information from 
its hydrologic, climate and soil databases to esti

-

mate environmental and management conditions 
for the Chesapeake Bay watershed. 

Why participate in CEAP?
The survey will capture producers’ current 
farming and management practices, including 
conservation practices designed to help protect 
soil and water resources. The survey will pro -
vide a complete picture of conservation prac-
tices in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  This 
information will be used to maintain, modify 
and improve programs that assist farmers in 
planning and installing on-farm conservation 
practices.  

Maintaining conservation programs in the 
United States bene�ts producers by protecting 
the environment upon which their livelihoods 
depend. The programs provide �nancial incen-
tives such as rental payments and cost-sharing 
incentives to o�set the cost of installing 
conservation practices. USDA conservation pro-
grams currently bene�ting farmers include:
 Agricultural Management Assistance 
 Agricultural Water Enhancement Program
 Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative
 Conservation Reserve 
 Enhancement Program
 Conservation Reserve Program
 Conservation Stewardship Program
 Environmental Quality Incentives Program
 Wetlands Reserve Program
 Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program

In addition to these and other federal pro-
grams, assistance is available from state agen-
cies and nonpro�t organizations. Also, many 
farmers install conservation practices without 
public incentives or assistance.
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