
Legal Authorities

1. International Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701:

(a) Any authority granted to the President by section 1702 of this title may be exercised to deal with
any unusual and extraordinary threat,  which has its source in whole or substantial  part outside the
United States, to the national security, foreign policy, or economy of the United States, if the President
declares a national emergency with respect to such threat.

(b) The authorities granted to the President by section 1702 of this title may only be exercised to deal
with an unusual and extraordinary threat with respect to which a national emergency has been declared
for purposes of this chapter and may not be exercised for any other purpose. Any exercise of such
authorities to deal with any new threat shall be based on a new declaration of national emergency
which must be with respect to such threat.

2. International Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1702(a)(1):

(a)(1) At the times and to the extent specified in  section 1701 of this title, the President may, under
such regulations as he may prescribe, by means of instructions, licenses, or otherwise--

(A) investigate, regulate, or prohibit--

(i) any transactions in foreign exchange,

(ii) transfers of credit or payments between, by, through, or to any banking institution, to the extent
that such transfers or payments involve any interest of any foreign country or a national thereof,

(iii) the importing or exporting of currency or securities,

by any person, or with respect to any property, subject to the jurisdiction of the United States;

(B) investigate, block during the pendency of an investigation, regulate, direct and compel, nullify,
void,  prevent  or  prohibit,  any  acquisition,  holding,  withholding,  use,  transfer,  withdrawal,
transportation,  importation  or  exportation  of,  or  dealing  in,  or  exercising  any  right,  power,  or
privilege with respect to, or transactions involving, any property in which any foreign country or a
national  thereof  has  any interest  by any person,  or  with  respect  to  any property,  subject  to  the
jurisdiction of the United States; and

(C) when the United States is engaged in armed hostilities or has been attacked by a foreign country
or foreign nationals, confiscate any property, subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, of any
foreign person, foreign organization, or foreign country that he determines has planned, authorized,
aided, or engaged in such hostilities or attacks against  the United States;  and all  right,  title,  and
interest  in  any property so confiscated  shall  vest,  when,  as,  and upon the terms directed  by the
President, in such agency or person as the President may designate from time to time, and upon such
terms and conditions as the President may prescribe, such interest or property shall be held, used,
administered, liquidated, sold, or otherwise dealt with in the interest of and for the benefit of the
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United States, and such designated agency or person may perform any and all acts incident to the
accomplishment or furtherance of these purposes.

3. International Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1702(a)(2):

In exercising the authorities granted by paragraph (1), the President may require any person to 
keep a full record of, and to furnish under oath, in the form of reports or otherwise, complete 
information relative to any act or transaction referred to in paragraph (1) either before, during, 
or after the completion thereof, or relative to any interest in foreign property, or relative to any 
property in which any foreign country or any national thereof has or has had any interest, or as 
may be otherwise necessary to enforce the provisions of such paragraph. In any case in which a
report by a person could be required under this paragraph, the President may require the 
production of any books of account, records, contracts, letters, memoranda, or other papers, in 
the custody or control of such person.

 
4. Executive Order 13047 (May 20, 1997)

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, including section 570 of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related Programs 
Appropriations Act, 1997 (Public Law 104–208) (the ‘‘Act’’), the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), 
and section 301 of title 3 of the United
States Code;

I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United States of America, hereby determine and certify 
that, for purposes of section 570(b) of the Act, the Government of Burma has committed large-scale 
repression of the democratic opposition in Burma after September 30, 1996, and further determine that 
the actions and policies of the Government of Burma constitute an unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign policy of the United States and declare a national emergency to deal 
with that threat.

Section 1. Except to the extent provided in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses that may be 
issued in conformity with section 570 of the Act and pursuant to this order, I hereby prohibit new 
investment in Burma by United States persons.

5. General License No. 17

 (a) New investment in Burma by U.S. persons is authorized, subject to the Umitations and 
requirements set forth in paragraphs (c), (d), and (e) of this general license. 

(b) For the purposes of this general license, the term new investment is defined in 31 
C.F.R. § 537.311. See also 31 C.F.R. §§ 537.302 and 537.316. 

(c) This general license does not authorize new investment imdertaken pursuant to an 
agreement, or pursuant to the exercise of rights under such an agreement, that is entered into with the 
Burmese Ministry of Defense, including the Office of Procurement; any state or non-state armed 
group; or any entity in which any of the foregoing own a 50 percent or greater interest. 
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(d) This general license does not authorize transactions with, directly or indirectly, any person
whose property and interests in property are blocked pursuant to 31 C.F.R. § 537.201(a), Executive 
Order 13448 of October 18,2007, Executive Order 13464 of April 30, 2008, or Executive Order of 
July 11, 2012.' 

(e) Any U.S. person engaging in new investment in Burma pursuant to this general license shall
report to the Department of State in compliance with the requirements set forth in the Department of 
State's "Reporting Requirements on Responsible Investment in Burma," available at 
www.HumanRights.gov/BurmaResponsibleInvestment.

 

3


