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[Date]
[Title] [Name First] [Name Last][bookmark: _Toc260909585][bookmark: _Toc352140043][bookmark: _Toc359414564]Draft State PISA Field Test Letter

[Title/Department]
[State]	
[Address 1]
[Address 2]
[City], [State] [Zip code]

Dear [Title] [Name Last]:

The United States is participating in an important international study in 2015: the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). PISA is the largest international education study in the world. Administered every 3 years since 2000, the U.S. has participated in each cycle of PISA. More than 60 countries representing approximately 90 percent of the world economy participate in PISA. Results are used by researchers and policymakers to chart national progress against international standards and the educational progress of our economic peers and competitors. Some schools in your state have been randomly selected to participate in the international field test for PISA this coming spring, and I am writing to ask your agency to support the participation of those schools in the field test. 

PISA provides comparative information on the performance of U.S. 15-year-old students in science, reading, and mathematics with 15-year-old students in other countries. PISA 2015 will also include assessments of students’ collaborative problem-solving and financial literacy. The purpose of the field test is both to try out new questions and to help PISA transition from being a primarily paper-based to an entirely computer-based assessment in 2015. 

PISA is described in more detail in the enclosed materials. PISA is sponsored in the United States by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the U.S. Department of Education and is conducted by Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S. Office of Management and Budget has approved the data collection under OMB #1850-0755. For information on the confidentiality of the data collected, please see the enclosed FAQ. While participation in this study is voluntary, we ask your agency to support participation by schools in your state so that the United States has a representative sample of schools across the country.
 
Within the next few weeks, a representative of Westat will contact sampled school districts and schools to discuss participating in the field test. In the meantime, if you have questions about the study, please do not hesitate to call David Kastberg at 1-888-638-2597 or send an email to PISAHELP@westat.com.  You may also get more information about these studies by contacting Dana Kelly at NCES at 202-219-7101 or dana.kelly@ed.gov or by visiting the PISA website at http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa.

Thank you for your time and support. 

Sincerely,

Jack Buckley 
Commissioner
cc: [State assessment coordinator name]
Enclosures

NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA 2002), 20 U.S. Code, § 9543. By law, the data provided by your schools, staff, and students may only be used for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except as required by law (20 U.S. Code, § 9573).


[bookmark: _Toc260909586][bookmark: _Toc359414565]Draft School District PISA Field Test Letter



[Date]
[Title] [Name First] [Name Last], [Title/Department]
[School District]
[Address 1]
[City], [State] [Zip code]

Dear [Title] [Name Last]:

The United States is participating in an important international study in 2015: the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). PISA is the largest international education study in the world. Administered every 3 years since 2000, the U.S. has participated in each cycle of PISA. More than 60 countries representing approximately 90 percent of the world economy participate in PISA. Results are used by researchers and policymakers to chart national progress against international standards and the educational progress of our economic peers and competitors. Some schools in your district have been randomly selected to participate in the international field test for PISA this coming spring, and I am writing to ask your agency to support the participation of those schools in the field test. 

PISA provides comparative information on the performance of U.S. 15-year-old students in science, reading, and mathematics with 15-year-old students in other countries. PISA 2015 will also include assessments of students’ collaborative problem-solving and financial literacy. The purpose of the field test is both to try out new questions and to help PISA transition from being a primarily paper-based to an entirely computer-based assessment in 2015. Participating schools will receive $200, and each school’s PISA school coordinator (school staff person designated to liaise with PISA staff) will receive $200 as compensation for the coordinator’s time and effort. Selected teachers will receive $20 for completing a brief questionnaire about themselves. Each student who participates will receive $25 and a volunteer service certificate of 4 hours from the U.S. Department of Education. Schools that participate in the 2014 field test are extremely unlikely to be sampled again for the 2015 main assessment.  
   
PISA is described in more detail in the enclosed materials. PISA is sponsored in the United States by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the U.S. Department of Education and is conducted by Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S. Office of Management and Budget has approved the data collection under OMB #1850-0755. For information on the confidentiality of the data collected, please see the enclosed FAQ. While participation in this study is voluntary, we ask your agency to support participation by schools in your district so that the United States has a representative sample of schools across the country.

Within the next few days, a representative of Westat will contact the following school or schools in your district that have been selected for the field test: [LIST SAMPLED SCHOOLS HERE…].

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call 1-888-638-2597 or send an email to PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also get more information about this study by contacting Dana Kelly at NCES at 202-219-7101 or dana.kelly@ed.gov or by visiting the PISA website at http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa.

Thank you for your time and support. 

Jack Buckley 
Commissioner
Enclosures

NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA 2002), 20 U.S. Code, § 9543. By law, the data provided by your schools, staff, and students may only be used for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except as required by law (20 U.S. Code, § 9573).
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[Date]
[Title] [Name First] [Name Last], [Title/Department]
[School District]
[Address 1]
[City], [State] [Zip code]

Dear [Title] [Name Last]:

The United States is participating in an important international study in 2015: the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). PISA is the largest international education study in the world. Administered every 3 years since 2000, the U.S. has participated in each cycle of PISA. More than 60 countries representing approximately 90 percent of the world economy participate in PISA. Results are used by researchers and policymakers to chart national progress against international standards and the educational progress of our economic peers and competitors. Your school is one of 60 across the United States that has been randomly selected to take part in the PISA field test this coming spring.

PISA provides comparative information on the performance of U.S. 15-year-old students in science, reading, and mathematics with 15-year-old students in other countries. PISA 2015 will also include an assessment of students’ collaborative problem-solving and financial literacy. The purpose of the field test is both to try out new questions and to help PISA transition from being a primarily paper-based to an entirely computer-based assessment in 2015. Your school will receive $200, and students who take the field test will receive $25 and a volunteer service certificate of 4 hours from the U.S. Department of Education. Your school’s PISA school coordinator (a staff person you designate to liaise with PISA staff) will receive $200 for his or her time and effort coordinating PISA in the school, and selected teachers will receive $20 for completing a brief questionnaire about themselves. 

PISA is described in more detail in the enclosed materials. PISA is sponsored in the United States by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the U.S. Department of Education and is conducted by Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S. Office of Management and Budget has approved the data collection under OMB #1850-0755. For information on the confidentiality of the data collected, please see the enclosed FAQ. I hope you will participate in this voluntary study because it is important that the United States has a nationally representative sample of schools.

Within the next few days, a representative of Westat will contact you to discuss your participation. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call 1-888-638-2597 or send an email to PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also get more information about this study by contacting Dana Kelly at NCES at 202-219-7101 or dana.kelly@ed.gov or by visiting the PISA website at http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa.

Your participation in the field test for PISA 2015 is vital. Thank you for your time and for supporting this important international study.

Jack Buckley 
Commissioner
Enclosures

NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA 2002), 20 U.S. Code, § 9543. By law, the data provided by your schools, staff, and students may only be used for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except as required by law (20 U.S. Code, § 9573).
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Month, Day, 2014

Dear [Teacher name]:

The United States is participating in an important international study in 2015: the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). Your school is one of 60 across the United States that is taking part in the PISA field test and you’ve been selected to participate by completing an on-line teacher questionnaire about the courses you teach, your teacher training and education, and your views on teaching. The questionnaire takes about 45 minutes to complete.  This information, combined with responses from school principals and students, helps to provide a more complete understanding of student achievement and contexts for learning.  You will receive $20 for completing the questionnaire. Use the provided link and unique account information below to complete your questionnaire.


<<link to website>>
Username:  **********
Password:   **********


PISA is the largest international assessment of education in the world, with more than 70 countries participating in each cycle. It provides comparative information on the performance of U.S. 15-year-old students in science, reading, and mathematics with 15-year-old students in other countries. PISA is sponsored in the United States by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the U.S. Department of Education and is conducted by Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S. Office of Management and Budget has approved the data collection under OMB #1850-0755. For more detailed information, please see the enclosed FAQ. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call 1-888-638-2597 or send an email to PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also get more information about this study by visiting the PISA website at http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa. 

Your participation in the field test for PISA 2015 is vital. Thank you for your time and for supporting this important international study.

Sincerely,
[image: Kastberg-D]
David Kastberg										
Project Director, Westat								
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SCHOOL LETTERHEAD



Dear Parent or Guardian,

This letter is to inform you about an important international study of student learning being conducted in our school this spring. This study is called the Program for International Student Assessment, or PISA. PISA provides important information for internationally benchmarking performance in science, reading, and mathematics of 15-year-old students in the United States against top countries around the world. 

Each time the study is done, new test questions need to be developed and tested to ensure that those questions accurately measure the knowledge and skills of students.  In spring 2014, new questions will be tested in approximately 60 schools in the United States. This field test will allow test developers to modify or delete questions that are not working effectively.

Our school has accepted an invitation from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), U.S. Department of Education, to participate in the PISA field test. A select few of our 15-year-old students, along with your teenager, will take part in this study. The enclosed summary sheet provides some background to PISA, explains what is involved for each student selected to participate in the study, and gives a contact phone number and email address where you can find answers to any questions you might have.

To have an accurate picture of what U.S. 15-year-old students can do, it is important that each student selected take part in the study. Some students will try out questions administered on a computer while other students will try out questions using paper and pencil. Also, students will be asked to complete a brief questionnaire about themselves. I urge you to support this effort by encouraging your teenager to take part; however, participation in this study is entirely voluntary. Previous experience suggests that students enjoy taking part, and all participating students will receive $25 and a certificate from the U.S. Department of Education for 4 hours of volunteer service. 

All of the information collected is kept completely confidential, as required by law. NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA, 2002), 20 U.S. Code, Section 9543. Under that law, the data provided by schools, staff, and students may be used only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose (20 U.S.C., § 9573). Students and schools are never identified in any reports. All reported statistics refer to the United States as a whole.

Thank you for taking the time to learn about this important study. 


Sincerely,



Enclosures: 
Facts for Parents about the PISA Field Test


[bookmark: _Toc114888258][bookmark: _Toc260736605][bookmark: _Toc260737199][bookmark: _Toc260910897][bookmark: _Toc352140761]
Draft Sample Implicit Consent Letter, PISA 

SCHOOL LETTERHEAD




Dear Parent or Guardian,

This letter is to inform you about an important international study of student learning being conducted in our school this spring. This study is called the Program for International Student Assessment, or PISA. PISA provides important information for internationally benchmarking performance in science, reading, and mathematics of 15-year-old students in the United States against top countries around the world. 

Each time the study is done, new test questions need to be developed and tested to ensure that those questions accurately measure the knowledge and skills of students. In spring 2014, new questions will be tested in approximately 60 schools in the United States. This field test will allow test developers to modify or delete questions that are not working effectively.

Our school has accepted an invitation from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), U.S. Department of Education, to participate in the PISA field test. A select few of our 15-year-old students, along with your teenager, will take part in this study. The enclosed summary sheet provides some background to PISA, explains what is involved for each student selected to participate in the study, and gives a contact phone number and email address where you can find answers to any questions you might have.

To have an accurate picture of what U.S. 15-year-old students can do, it is important that each student selected take part in the study. Some students will try out questions administered on a computer while other students will try out questions using paper and pencil. Also, students will be asked to complete a brief questionnaire about themselves. I urge you to support this effort by encouraging your teenager to take part; however, participation in this study is entirely voluntary. Previous experience suggests that students enjoy taking part, and all participating students will receive $25 and a certificate from the U.S. Department of Education for 4 hours of volunteer service. 

All of the information collected is kept completely confidential, as required by law. NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA, 2002), 20 U.S. Code, Section 9543. Under that law, the data provided by schools, staff, and students may be used only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose (20 U.S.C., § 9573). Students and schools are never identified in any reports. All reported statistics refer to the United States as a whole.

If you have any objection to your teenager joining in the PISA activities, please let us know by completing the attached consent form and returning it to the school. 

Thank you for taking the time to learn about this important study. 

Sincerely,


Enclosures: 
Facts for Parents About the PISA Field Test
Parent/Guardian Consent Form






[bookmark: _Toc114888259][bookmark: _Toc260736606][bookmark: _Toc260737200][bookmark: _Toc260910898][bookmark: _Toc352140762]Draft PISA Implicit Consent Form

Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) 
Field Test
Parent/Guardian Consent Form


Your teenager has been asked to participate in a field test of an international study of student learning called the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). Each student who participates will receive $25 and a volunteer service certificate of 4 hours from the U.S. Department of Education. This assessment will be conducted by a team of researchers from Westat, who are operating under contract on behalf of the U. S. Department of Education.  In spring 2014, new questions will be tested in approximately 60 schools in the United States.  This field test will allow test developers to modify or delete questions that are not working effectively.

If you grant permission for your teenager to participate in the PISA field test, you do not need to return this form.


If you do not consent to your teenager’s participation in the PISA field test, please return this form to your teenager’s school as soon as possible.


I do not grant permission for my teenager, _______________________________, to participate in the Program for International Student Assessment Field Test.



__________________________________________________________________
(Signature of parent or guardian)


Date of signature: _______/_______/____________


PLEASE PRINT:

Student name: _____________________________________________


School name: ______________________________________________



FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

Student ID: ________________________________________________


[bookmark: _Toc114888260][bookmark: _Toc260736607][bookmark: _Toc260737201][bookmark: _Toc260910899][bookmark: _Toc352140763]Draft Sample Explicit Consent Letter, PISA 

SCHOOL LETTERHEAD


Dear Parent or Guardian,

This letter is to inform you about an important international study of student learning being conducted in our school this spring. This study is called the Program for International Student Assessment, or PISA. PISA provides important information for internationally benchmarking performance in science, reading, and mathematics of 15-year-old students in the United States against top countries around the world. 

Each time the study is done, new test questions need to be developed and tested to ensure that those questions accurately measure the knowledge and skills of students. In spring 2014, new questions will be tested in approximately 60 schools in the United States. This field test will allow test developers to modify or delete questions that are not working effectively.

Our school has accepted an invitation from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), U.S. Department of Education, to participate in the PISA field test. A select few of our 15-year-old students, along with your teenager, will take part in this study. The enclosed summary sheet provides some background to PISA, explains what is involved for each student selected to participate in the study, and gives a contact phone number and email address where you can find answers to any questions you might have.

To have an accurate picture of what U.S. 15-year-old students can do, it is important that each student selected take part in the study. Some students will try out questions administered on a computer while other students will try out questions using paper and pencil. Also, students will be asked to complete a brief questionnaire about themselves. I urge you to support this effort by encouraging your teenager to take part; however, participation in this study is entirely voluntary. Previous experience suggests that students enjoy taking part, and all participating students will receive $25 and a certificate from the U.S. Department of Education for 4 hours of volunteer service. 

All of the information collected is kept completely confidential, as required by law. NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA, 2002), 20 U.S. Code, Section 9543. Under that law, the data provided by schools, staff, and students may be used only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose (20 U.S.C., § 9573). Students and schools are never identified in any reports. All reported statistics refer to the United States as a whole.

Before we can allow your teenager to join in the PISA field test we must have your written consent. Please let us know by completing the attached form and returning it to the school. 

Thank you for taking the time to learn about this important study and consider your teenager’s participation in it. 

Sincerely,

Enclosures:
Facts for Parents About the PISA Field Test
Parent/Guardian Consent Form

[bookmark: _Toc114888268][bookmark: _Toc260736608][bookmark: _Toc260737202][bookmark: _Toc260910900][bookmark: _Toc352140764]

Draft PISA Explicit Consent Form

Program for International Student Assessment (PISA)
Field Test
Parent/Guardian Consent Form

Your teenager has been asked to participate in a field test of an international study of student learning called the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). Each student who participates will receive $25 and a volunteer service certificate of 4 hours from the U.S. Department of Education. This assessment will be conducted by a team of researchers from Westat who are operating under contract on behalf of the U. S. Department of Education. In spring 2014, new questions will be tested in approximately 60 schools in the United States.  This field test will allow test developers to modify or delete questions that are not working effectively. 


         Yes, I do grant permission for my teenager to participate in the PISA field test.



         No, I do not grant permission for my teenager to participate in the PISA field test.





__________________________________________________________________
(Signature of parent or guardian)


Date of signature: _______/_______/____________


PLEASE PRINT:

Student name: _____________________________________________


School name: ______________________________________________



FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

Student ID: ________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Toc352140765]
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Facts for Parents
About the PISA Field Test
Between March and May of this year, your teenager’s school will be one of about 60 nationwide taking part in the PISA 2015 Field Test.  The schools were selected randomly to represent the nation’s schools and, within each school, about 42 students were selected randomly to take part.  Your teenager was among those students selected to take part in the study.
What is PISA?
PISA (the Program for International Student Assessment) is the world’s largest international assessment that measures student learning in science, reading, and mathematics.  More than 60 countries representing more than 90 percent of the world’s economy participate in PISA. The assessment occurs every 3 years (2000, 2003, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2015), and provides information about how students in the U.S. compare in achievement with students in other countries.    The National Center for Education Statistics within the U.S. Department of Education sponsors U.S. participation in PISA.
What is the purpose of the PISA Field Test?
Each time the study is done, new assessment questions need to be developed and tested to ensure that those questions accurately measure the knowledge and skills of students.  This field test will allow test developers to modify or delete questions that are not working effectively for students in the United States.
What is involved?
PISA staff will visit the school and administer the field test. The field test will take approximately 3 hours; it includes time for instructions, the administration assessment, and a brief questionnaire that students complete about themselves. Some students will be asked to return for an additional 1-hour assessment of financial literacy. 
What are the benefits?
The nation as a whole benefits from PISA by having a greater understanding of how the knowledge and skills of U.S. students compare with those of students from other countries.  The country benefits from the field test by ensuring that the questions used are fair and appropriate for U.S. students.  Schools that participate in PISA will receive $200, and each student who participates will receive $25 and a certificate from the U.S. Department of Education for 4 hours of volunteer service. Students who also participate in the financial literacy assessment will receive an additional $15.

Where can I find out more about PISA?
More information about PISA is available at the PISA website at http://www.nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa.  If you have specific questions you can call PISA staff at 1-888-638-2597 or email us at PISAHelp@westat.com.
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What is PISA?

‘The Program for Intcrnational Student Asscssment
(PISA) is an intcrnational asscssment of 15-year-
old students. In 2015, students from more than

60 countrics including the United States will
participate. PISA measurcs how wel students apply
their knowledge and skill in science, reading,

and mathematics to problems within 2 real ife
context. PISA 2015 will be entircly computer based.
Asscssments will be conducted in scicnce, reading,
mathematics, financialliteracy, and collaborative
problem solving.

PISA is sponsorcd by the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
and managed in the United States by the National
Center for Education Stadistics (NCES) of the

USS. Department of Education.

Why is PISA important?
PISA provides a unique opportunity to compare
US. 15-year-old students'science, reading, and
mathematics knowledge and skills with those
of pecrs in countrics around the world. PISA
complements what we learn
from national assessments
by identifying the
strengths and weaknesses
of student performance
internationally. The results
inform national discussions
‘about cducation as well as
international comperitivencss.

PISA also compares U.S. student performance
over time and across different scgments of the U.S.
student population. PISA examines relationships
between student performance and schooling.
across countries to suggest national strengths

and weaknesses.

What is the purpose of the
PISA FieldTest in 2014?

PISA conducts a fild test (a small-scal, tial run.
of the asscssment) in every participating country

to scc if any of the test questions arc biascd because:
of national, social, or cultural differences. Statistical
analyses of student answers are also conducted

to check for evidence of differences in student
performance across countries that could indicate

a linguistic or conceprual translation problem.

Test questions that are found to be problematic are
dropped from the assessment or treated differently
in the analysis.

In spring 2014, the United States will participate
in the PISA 2015 field test. Assessments will

be conducted using both paper-and-pencil and
computers so that a mode cffects study can be:
performed. The ficld test data will provide valuable
information to ensure both unbiascd asscssments
and a smooth transition to a fully computer-bascd
assessment for PISA 2015.

What students be asked
to do in the field test?

The field test consists of cither paper-and-pencil
or computer scssions. Each s approximately

3 hours and includes time for instructions,

the administration of the asscssment, and

a brief questionnaire that students complete
about themselves. Participation is voluntary
but important for ensuring that the sample

s representative of schools and students across
the country.

What type of assessment
is PISA?

The PISA assessments are developed through

an international consensus-building process
involving input from U.S. and international
experts in science, reading, mathematics, financial
literacy, collaborative problem solving, and
‘measurement. In a final step, the asscsment

is endorsed by all participating countrics. The
assessment contains a mix of types of questions:
some require students to select appropriate
responses, while others require that students solve
problems and provide written answers. Examples
of PISA assessment questions arc available at
hitp://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/educators asp.
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e subjects

What is the field test for?
Fildtss area rial part f the development of st question for nfenations assesments
ke PISA.Fildfess (smal sele, 5al runs of a assessment) allow asessment dvelopers o

oy ot nese questions to dtermine thei performance when adaiaistered to students wround
he world. The results o the U S el fst el blp assessmen devlopers o liminate
‘wording o topicsthat wouldput U'S. sudentsat 2 disadvantage laive fostudents in ofher
comiris. This il et isalsodesigne to faclitate PISAS transitiono bing 2 uly computer-
[ —

Why was my school selected for participation?
Vour school s randomly slcted z0 that the overll U, Geldtestsple wouldbe
rpresentativeof th overal LS. school population. Fieldtesiag on 3 divesesample of students
Goma varityof schoos, cations, and bckgrousds exures hat th ssessment wording and
concepts arenot regonaly, eltully,or socially bizsed

Why should my school and students participate?
PISA informs aaional iseusions sbout edetion s el s temsions] competivenes

By participating studentsenswe faress i the questions that wll be wsed in the main study
2015, Fildtetng the ssessment qustions willdentify wording 3nd concepts that could
dsadvantage USS students i the mainstdy Students’offors inthe ild test ense that the
schievement ofour nations15-year-olds s accutely and il repored.

Is it possible that my school will be selected for the main study
as well as the field test?
Itisexsemely ulely tht 3 ool selected for the S test vl b slected for the s tudy.

Wil all of our 15.year-old students be asked to participate?
Pubsbly not. In exch schol, l 15-yeslds vll v 3 sl chance of sacion, o slectd
tudents vl b partof s nsinaly epresentaive snple. Srdent selection i ot bzed o
any student characerste, ofber fhan bein 1 yers od Up fo 42 stdents willbe selcted o
particpate. Onlyin very smallshoos sl e schoo sample iclde all 1-yea-lds. Tn adion,
somestdents withdsabilies o lmited Enlish proficieny may b evcused fom he assessment
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Who conducts the PISA assessment?
The entivessesment process will b ndartsken by rained 58 from Westat, 3 eseszch
crgmizaion nder conract o the U.S. Deparment of Educations Natonal Centerfor Edcation
Statisties (NCES). NCES conducts this sty under auborizaion i the Educaton Sciences
Reforms Actof 2002 QD USC., § 9543) and approal of the U, Offce of Management and
‘Buiet under OMB # 1850.0755

How are teacher and school questionnaires administered?
‘Theteacher and schoo]questionnaires are both admizstered online fom 2 secre webste. Up
25 teachers (10 since 2nd 15 o scence) wll be asked o aricipte by completing an onlive
4.t quesonsainethat ks sbouttheir sducstion and teching expeience This s the Szt
ime PISA s administering the feachr quesiommaire. The schoolquesionnae, whichlooks

at school haractersis ch s envollment and school practess, 5l online nd tkes Sbout
60 mamates o complete

Do teachers need to help administer the assessment?
No. Wstat fild aff will st the schoolon the day of the asessment brnging withthem all.
e materals requied, and they il bl he e ademnistaion of e assesament Field a8l
il asobring ll of the necessry comprter eqipinentfor th compter bsed assessment

When will the field test be conducted?
The ieldtst il b condctedbewoen Apil 7 2nd My 16, 2014, Westat sl ok withschools
o identfy m ssesment date comvenient orthe schol in tht i pesiod

Where wil the field test be conducted?
Thesezssment il b condrcted s the shool hat sre selected to artcpate.

How long does the field test take?
Stdnts will ke ether 2 paperand-pencilorcomputerbased. asessment. This approxizmately
3-hous session icldes fme formstuction, the sesesnest, and s bif questoansie st
tadent complete sbout themselve. Some student will et to pesipatein 55 sddiionsl
Jiros———————

What will happen with the collected data?
The Sl et ot vill et el whether the ssesment fily snd scsly messe:
studets knowledge and il i ll prticipatng comies. By la, the datapovided by

ok, <, sudent. sy b eed aly for sl pposes sod sy ot bediclosed,
orwsed,n denisble formfo any ofber pupose [Educaion Scence Rform Actof 2002 (ESRA.
2002), 20 US. Code, Secton 9573]. Reports of e idings from the ld tet will ot idensify
paricipatag disics,schoos stdents, or ndividual saff ldividul respanss el be combined
‘it hose from ofher aricipasts fo produce summry satsics and repors

Where can | find more information?
Visit the PISA webiteat hip/inces.ed govisurvey sipisa.

Foradditionsl questons Sbout PISA 201, contac the PSA U'S. homme office
5t 1-858-638.2597 or emsil PISAHEL P Gestt com.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Information for Students

What is PISA?
PISA i an temationa sasesamentof 15-earold students hat sss o wll stdents apply
heir knorldge and il in sienc,reading, mathematics, fnancil teacy, nd calborative

problemsolvng.PISA presentsproblems tha stdents would encouster n the sl world

Think of PISA as an Olympics of the mind.
More than 60 countries participate in PISA.

Why should | participate in PISA?
Vouepesen other students ke you il ssos the couiry PISA informs discusions bout US.
education and intersationl competivenes. Your pricipation in the Sldfst enues fimess
in e questions hat will beused i the mainstdy in 2015

Only 1,900 students wil participate
in the PISA field testin the United States

Participating in PISA is a national service.
How often do you getto represent your couniry?

What subjects are assessed in PISA?
Inthe feld tststudents il ke sither  paper-snd-pencl o computr-bssed sssessment
‘Students will e ssesad i sienc,reading, mathematc, faneial sy, orcollaborative
problemssling, o som combization of hese subject

How long does PISA take?
The PSA assessmentakes spprosimatly 3 howrs o complte. This nludes time for
nctrucions, theassessment nd 2 el questionni that students amswersbout hemselves
‘Some students el et to participste n an ddifions] 1-boscessnent in nsacisl iteracy.

How does PISA select a representative sample of students?
Theschoss that pcpate i PISA i th Uited Sses sresndonly selected froma listofall
schools i the country that hve 15-year-od sudens. This s o ensurethat the U'S participants
sccuatly represent the whole United Stats and ot partcalar fyps of sehoos o students

In each PISA scho, each 15-yer-ld sudent bas an cqual chans ofbeng selected Fromalist
of ] 15-yesc.ci students inth schoo, 42 sudests srerandomly slected o patiipste.
Participans in ofher couniriesaresleted fustthe same way to mke sureeach country i ity
represented and no coustry has an advaiage becase f types of schoos o students seleced.

.





image6.png
PROGRAM FOR
INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT
ASSESSMENT
(PISA) 2015

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES
PISA FIELDTEST

3
%
3
:
H
3
£
H

L]
108w
s

APPLYING
KNOWLEDGE AND

SKILLS TO SOLVE
REAL-WORLD
CHALLENGES

PISA focuses on young
peoples’abi
their knowledg

PISA provides a u
opportunity for the
States to understant
educational standi
comparison to other nations.
Findings from PISA are a
valuable resource for
discussing improvements in

forall students in
this country.




image7.png
= densly a scholcoerdintor.

= Soloctansssassmant dats convarientforyour schonl

= Arrange for the use o a classroom o sheratv qist
spacefor e assessment

= Dotoming parent nosfcation procedores.
= Prvid  lsf g stdonts o PISA st
= Provid s ofaligible tsachers toPISA saf.

SUMMARY OF FIELD TEST ACTIVITIES FOR PISA 2015

= Conpltsan i SchoolQuesiomnai on

thecharsctaristios ofthe schoo.

= Conpltsan onie Tacher Quesionnaie
on ducaion ad teaching exerience.

= Moty eachers, salactd sdres,and
cudant parees o he sy and enafts
o parcipaing

= Coordinat thepincials comploion
oftheSchool Ouassomie

= Coordinat th tachers complton
ofth TescherQuestomie

= Confn e dote and cstion
ot ssassmart for PISA st

= Colct parerdal cansantfoms whare
roquired and submit o PISA sl

= Arrango asessmant space.

= Holponurs all sampld st atand
the ssasement.

= Ersure l samplod stdonts ra roloasod
from cls for e sssecsment.

= MastuithPISAstaf frthe ssssemnt.

= Tokothe assessmentandcomplts
a Studert uestomare.

= Ropresant shr sirilar S schosls.

= Roceive U nasona roprtwithwith ISA 2015rsuls.

= Schools wll sceive 200 o paricipatin

achers wll aceive 20 forcomploting th tacher
quastonnaire

= Roceive U nasonalroport with PISA 2015 resus

= Roceive S200for parscipaing

= Racsive s Carficata of Volurtar S for§ hurs
of communiysanice.

= Ropresant thr S, sudonts ke thamsalves and
contiut to e prfleof whatou aton's sudres
knowand cando.

= Rocaive 25for parcipating Studnts paricipatiognthe
inancilltoracy assassmont il rocaiv an addonalS15.

= Providaschoolwith mtarisls sxplsining PISA snd
s importance.

= Wark it the schoo cordinstro st an ssssssment dote.

= Mainsn school snd sdent canidantly.

bitpincesed govurvesfisa

= Calth scholcoordinstor o discuse
assessmen day space, and sudent
paricipation.

= Solcta random sampl o il sudts
and teschers 0 parscipte

= Proids oninesczess formaton o the
toacherandschool questionnairs o e
scbool oordinato

= Conduct sssassmentirom sartorish,

= Fumish althe sssassmens matoril,poncis,
{astbooklats, and computers.

= Mastuithscholconednatr ser
the ssasement.

= Pack up th matrisls o ansure tht e
assessmares ar complts and scurs.





image8.png




