JUSTIFICATION FOR USING SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS
•
Is the SSN being collected?

Yes, the SSN is being collected.
•
Is the information being collected electronically?

No information is being collected electronically.
•
Why do you need to use the SSN?

All title II and Medicare entitlement is established by SSA and based on a social security number (SSN).  There is no alternate method that SSA uses for identifying the individual or the record where entitlement exists.   Therefore, when information is required to established eligibility for a benefit, the information is requested under the SSN where the benefit will be established.  The SSN is also used to assure individuals with similar names are accurately identified and processed properly.  In addition, the SSN is used to by SSA and CMS to determine entitlement to Medicare based on
ESRD.
•
What will happen if you cannot use the SSN as a data element?

If the SSN is not used, the Federal Government will not be able to identify individuals, resulting in the possible denial of Part A benefits based on End Stage Renal Disease.
•
Explain alternative data elements considered and why you do not consider them suitable replacements for the SSN.

SSA uses the SSN to determine Title II benefits for which Medicare entitlement is derived.  Presently, there are no other suitable replacements.
