
 

DATE: June 16, 2014

TO: Mr. Harvey Forte
Office of Management and Budget
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs

FROM: Dr. Kristianna Pettibone
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS)

SUBJECT: Request for Change to the NIEHS DERT Extramural Data Collection (OMB Control #: 
0925-0657, Expiration Date: 06/30/2015)

CC: Christie Drew & Jane Lambert (NIEHS), Cara Long (NINDS), Lisa Kennedy (NIDCD), Keisha 
Shropshire & Anne Sperling (NIMH), Sarah Glavin & Jamelle Banks (NICHD), Vivian 
Horovitch-Kelley (NCI), Seleda Perryman & Mikia Currie (OD/OPERA)

We have identified five additional Institutes that fit under the scope of clearance for NIEHS’ Division of 
Extramural Research and Training (DERT) Extramural Grantee Data Collection (OMB Control #: 0925-
0657, Expiration Date: 06/30/2015).

We would like to request that the NIEHS DERT clearance include the following NIH Institutes:
 Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD); 
 National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders (NIDCD); 
 National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH);  
 National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS); and
 National Cancer Institute (NCI).

This change request will minimize duplication and increase efficiency across the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) by facilitating the use of an OMB approved data collection instrument by these additional 
ICs, rather than developing and obtaining clearance for a new data collection instrument. No part of the 
survey has been changed.

Table 1 on the next page provides details of the additional respondent burden associated with this 
change. This change will result in an additional 600 burden hours for the final year of the clearance 
associated with this survey.



Table 1: Annualized Estimates of Hour Burdens for New ICs Added to Clearance

Type of 
Respondent

Number of 
Respondents

Frequency 
of Response

Average Time per 
Response 

Annual Hour
Burden

NICHD Grantee 200 1 30/60 100 

NIDCD Grantee 200 1 30/60 100 

NIMH Grantee 200 1 30/60 100 

NINDS Grantee 200 1 30/60 100 

NCI Grantee 400 1 30/60 200

Total 1,200 600 hours



Supporting Documentation for NIEHS Change Request

We would like to request a change to the NIEHS Division of Extramural Research and Training (DERT) 
Extramural Grantee Data Collection (OMB Control #: 0925-0657, Expiration Date: 06/30/2015). Upon 
reviewing the survey other institutes have determined that the survey could also easily be used with 
their own grantees. NIEHS currently has approval to use the survey through June 2015. In an effort to 
minimize duplication and increase efficiency across the National Institutes of Health (NIH), we would like
to request that the NIEHS DERT clearance include the following NIH Institutes for the last year of the 
OMB clearance (June 2014-June 2015):

 Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD); 
 National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders (NIDCD); 
 National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH); 
 National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS); and
 National Cancer Institute (NCI).

A goal of the NIH is to exemplify and promote the highest level of scientific integrity, public 
accountability, and social responsibility in the conduct of science.  To achieve this goal, the NIH assesses 
its extramural research programs in a consistent and systematic manner to make informed decisions 
about its research programs and to determine grantees’ satisfaction with procedures and initiatives.  
The NIEHS DERT instrument is an ideal tool to assist the NIH in its research program assessments.  The 
above Institutes propose using the NIEHS DERT instrument for individual Institute research program 
assessment needs, with the same intended purpose and use as stated in all sections of the clearance.  
All Institutes agree to use the instrument in a manner consistent with the clearance’s Supporting 
Statements A and B.  Provided below are brief descriptions of how each Institute will use the survey:

 NICHD:  The NICHD conducts and supports scientific research and research training surrounding 
the many factors that protect and enhance the processes of human growth and development, 
and medical rehabilitation.  The NICHD intends to use the NIEHS DERT instrument primarily to 
assess its multisite Center and Network programs such as the Autism Centers of Excellence and 
the Medical Rehabilitation Research Infrastructure Network.  Data collected using the NIEHS 
DERT instrument will be used to support program planning/management, to inform program 
decisions, to assess grantee satisfaction with programs and initiatives, to modify/improve 
processes, and to report on the activities and outcomes of NICHD grantees.

 NIDCD:  The National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders (NIDCD) is 
responsible for sponsoring and conducting research, training, and education related to the 
normal and disordered processes of hearing, balance, taste, smell, voice, speech, and language. 
The NIDCD hopes to use this data collection tool to aid us in evaluating NIDCD’s scientific and 
training programs (such as the Autism Centers for Excellence, which we co-fund), public 
outreach campaigns (such as Noisy Planet), and determine how to improve our knowledge of 
the prevalence and burden of communication disorders. 

 NIMH: The mission of NIMH is to transform the understanding and treatment of mental illnesses
through basic and clinical research, paving the way for prevention, recovery and cure.  NIMH 
intends to use the NIEHS DERT as a data collection tool to support program planning and 
management, to evaluate NIMH scientific programs (such as the Autism Centers for Excellence, 
which we co-fund), communication, and outreach activities; to inform program and data driven 



business decisions; to enhance knowledge and improve processes; and to report on 
programmatic activities and outcomes of NIMH grantees.  

 NINDS:  The mission of the NINDS is to seek fundamental knowledge about the brain and 
nervous system and to use that knowledge to reduce the burden of neurological disease.  The 
largest portion of the NINDS budget represents grants and contracts for basic, translational, and 
clinical research and research training at universities, hospitals, businesses, and organizations.  
NINDS intends to use the NIEHS DERT instrument to assess awardee experiences and 
satisfaction with various NINDS initiatives, to help determine the impact of NINDS programs and 
policies on neuroscience research, and to inform effective program planning and management.  
Data collected through the survey instrument may also be used to report on research outcomes 
resulting from NINDS-funded grants and programs (such as the Autism Centers for Excellence, 
which we co-fund).  

 NCI:  The National Cancer Institute conducts and supports research, training, health information 
dissemination, and other programs with respect to the cause, diagnosis, prevention, and 
treatment of cancer, rehabilitation from cancer, and the continuing care of cancer patients and 
the families of cancer patients.   Specific programs have expressed interest in collecting 
additional information related to the grantees’ contributions, outcomes and collaborations.  This
submission is inclusive in surveying grantees who are currently receiving funding or who have 
received funding in the past.  This is important because often contributions occur after the 
period of development supported by research grants.  All information would significantly 
contribute towards improved program management at NCI.

Overall, we anticipate this change request will provide each participating Institute with important 
information on the its extramural research and training grant awardees, the impact of its research 
programs, and valuable information to make informed future program decisions.  

Please let us know if you have any questions or need additional information regarding this Request for 
Change to the NIEHS DERT Extramural Data Collection. 


