
Questions for Art Education

Researchers

1. What are the most important impacts of arts education that current broadly-used assessment mechanisms 
miss?  Are there any examples of truly outstanding schools or programs that are evidence-based and 
tracking one or more of these hidden impacts?

2. What type of assessment tool(s) should a new GPRA measure be based on that measures improvements in 
students’ knowledge and skills in the arts?

3. What differentiates a quality learning experience in arts education from a quality learning experience with 
any other subject matter?

4. There are some specific areas of impact that we are interested in considering and would appreciate your 
thoughts on.  If we were going to ask AEMDD grantees to measure impact with any of the following 
outcomes , which ones do you think are most important and what are the ones that you think are least 
important?

 Non-cognitive skills such as:
o Academic Mindset
o Academic Perseverance
o Academic Behaviors 
o Social Skills

 Student sense of curiosity
 Student sense of belonging
 Creativity 
 Other

5. What are the most important conditions that need to be in place in a school or district for educators to be 
able to track and assess the impact of arts education on student learning as relates to arts-specific 
outcomes?

6. What valid and reliable alternate measures to standardized test scores could be considered for AEMDD 
grantees to gauge student achievements in math and literacy? How about in academic achievement more 
generally?   

7. How could we spur innovation within arts education that uses RCTs or quasi-experimental studies?  Who 
are the partners that you think we should be engaging on this question? 

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information 
unless such collection displays a valid OMB control number.  Public reporting burden for this collection of information 
is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data 
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  The
obligation to respond to this collection is voluntary. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other 
aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the U.S. Department of 
Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20210-4537 or email ICDocketMgr@ed.gov and reference the 
OMB Control Number 1880-0542 Note: Please do not return the completed Qualitative Feedback Survey to this 
address.
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