This is being added to VA Form 29-541 due to Defense of Marriage Act:

If you are certifying that you are married for the purpose of VA benefits, your
marriage must be recognized by the place where you and/or your spouse resided
at the time of marriage, or where you and/or your spouse resided when you filed
your claim (or a later date when you became eligible for benefits) (38 U.S.C.

§ 103(c)). Additional guidance on when VA recognizes marriages is available at
http://www.va.gov/opa/marriage/.
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