OMB Control No 2700-0052

NF/1679 Disclosure of Invention of New Technology

Who Should Report an NTR

Anyone whose research is funded
by NASA, regardless of the
mechanism, must report their
technologies

NASA employees are required by NASA Policy Directive
2091.1B (link opens new browser window) to submit a
disclosure for each invention resulting from their work as
a government employee.

Anyone performing experimental, developmental, or
research work under a NASA funding agreement —
including contracts, grants, and cooperative agreements e e
(e.g., CRADA, Space Act Agreement, SBIR) — is also required to submit new technology reports. Typically,
partners working under these types of agreements are working in areas of new innovation, and these activities
must be reported.

Contractors, grantees, and recipients of cooperative agreement or other NASA funding are subject to multiple
statutes, regulations, and policies. For example, important requirements related to new technologies developed
with NASA funding under a contract can be found in NASA Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) Supplement
1852.227(link opens new browser window:

o NASA FAR Supplement 1852.227-11, Small Businesses, Colleges, Universities, Non-Profit
Organizations — "Subject Invention"/Patent Rights Clause

o NASA FAR Supplement 1852.227-70, Large Businesses —"Reportable Iltems"/New Technology
Clause

In addition to submitting an NTR for each individual innovation, contractors, grantees, and funding recipients must
also submit a New Technology Summary Report (NTSR) listing all new technology items developed during the

reporting period.

NTSR reports are also submitted via the electronic New Technology Reporting system.


http://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/displayDir.cfm?Internal_ID=N_PD_2091_001B_&page_name=main
http://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/displayDir.cfm?Internal_ID=N_PD_2091_001B_&page_name=main
http://www.hq.nasa.gov/office/procurement/regs/5227.htm
http://www.hq.nasa.gov/office/procurement/regs/5227.htm
https://invention.nasa.gov/login.php

What to Submit in an NTR

An NTR is a mechanism for capturing and broadening the reach of
your ideas

New Technology Reports (NTRs) are a way for NASA to gather information about the hundreds of improvements
that emerge from the scores of research and development projects occurring across the Agency each year.

An NTR collects basic information about the technology improvement:

e Purpose: Why was it developed? What problem were you solving?

Features: What makes it unique or better than what was previously available?

Benefits: What are the benefits/advantages of these features?

Uses: What ideas do you have for how it could be used by NASA, other government agencies, and/or

industry?
Development history: If any key milestones have occurred, what were the dates of those

achievements?

|Note: If the new technology is just an idea, these dates can be left blank.|

Disclosure: What information has been released publicly?

|Note: It's best to submit your NTR before revealing it outside the Agency|

This site has been developed to answer your questions about the NTR process and to explain what should be
reported. But if you aren’t sure whether it is the right time to report an NTR, contact us. We're here to help.


https://invention.nasa.gov/contact-us.php

When to Report an NTR
It is never too early to

submit your NTR! A
The best time to submit an NTR for your

technology is as soon as you realize that you W

have something new and before you N

disclose it publicly. It may feel premature to

report an idea or innovation before you have

been able to vet it or develop a prototype,
but the earlier you report it, the easier it will ‘
be for NASA to protect it. \

e No need to wait until the end of the
project: Even if there is still more work to do, submit the NTR.

e No need to have prototyped or proven the technology: Even if it's just an idea, submit the NTR.

e No need to achieve a certain technology readiness level (TRL): Even if more development is needed,
submit the NTR.

o No need to wait until it has been used in a NASA project: Even if that decision still needs to be made,
submit the NTR.

e No need to know whether it can be patented/copyrighted: Submit the NTR (and other required
paperwork) and let NASA'’s patent counsel figure that out.

Even if you or someone on your project team already disclosed the work, it is still important to submit the
NTR. Although you may believe that the invention can no longer be patented due to publication or use bars, you
should still report it. Your discovery may still be valuable to other U.S. government agencies, industry partners, or
other NASA projects. And in the case of software, it may be protected under copyright regulations. — Better late
than never.

Remember:
e The sooner we know about your new technology, the better
e Itis never too early to submit an NTR
o Submit the NTR before disclosing the invention publicly

e Even if you or someone on your project team already disclosed the work, submit the NTR

Still have questions? Contact us — we’re here to help


https://invention.nasa.gov/contact-us.php

How to Submit an NTR

An NTR is the first step for NASA to make the most of your
technology

The NTR is the first step in an important process of tracking and identifying novel applications for NASA’s new
technologies. Your improvements, modifications, innovations, and discoveries are valuable assets for NASA and
the nation. Ensuring that your work has a chance to make a difference in the world begins with the NTR.

NTR submission is simple and quick using NASA'’s online system, (link opens new browser window) especially
when you have all of the needed information handy. After you have filled out the online NTR form, NASA'’s
technology transfer personnel review your submission to ensure it is complete. Approval of the NTR is the final
step of the submission process.

In cases where NASA owns the rights to an innovation, tech transfer personnel work closely with patent counsel
to evaluate the NTR and make decisions regarding patenting, release of software, and whether/how to pursue
technology transfer. In cases where rights to the technology are elected or requested by an organization outside
of NASA, the owner may be responsible for IP protection and commercialization.

The NTR Process

SUBMISSION PROCESS WHAT HAPPENS NEXT
T 8

Evaluation
& Technology

Protection Transfer
4

More about these processes is provided in this section, but if you have any questions, feel free to contact
us — we’re here to help.


https://invention.nasa.gov/login.php
https://invention.nasa.gov/contact-us.php
https://invention.nasa.gov/contact-us.php

Collect Key Information

Keeping a lab notebook is
the best way to make
reporting your NTR
submissions fast and easy

NASA'’s online system has been streamlined
to make submitting NTRs as easy as
possible. All you need is very basic
information about your new technology.

—3

Here are some tips to help make the process as fast and easy as possible:

e Use alab notebook: Keeping a record of your daily activities makes it easier to recognize when you

have a reportable technology.

|Note: Submit the NTR as soon as you recognize that you have a hew technology.|

e Record key dates: As you develop a new technology or improvement, track your progress—from
sketch through model/beta through testing/alpha—to include these details in the NTR.

|Note: You can supplement a previously submitted NTR as development progresses.|

o Keep track of public disclosures: If you do publicly disclose the technology, be sure to note the
date and location and any other relevant details to include in the NTR.

|Note: NASA innovators should always report their technology before sharing it publicly. But even if it has

|a|ready been disclosed, it is still important to report the NTR. | (link opens new browser window

These simple activities not only make it easy and fast to report your technology but also provide all the details
that patent counsel may need later in the process.

If you have any questions contact us — we’re here to help


https://invention.nasa.gov/what-is-reported.php
https://invention.nasa.gov/login.php
https://invention.nasa.gov/contact-us.php

Request an Account

If you already have an account, you can sign in here.

If you would like to register your account under a NASA email address, it will not be necessary for you to request
an account using the form below. Please visit the Login page and click the "NASA IdMAX Authenticate" button,
and your account will be created immediately. If you have any questions, please contact the Help Desk at (757)

865-2233 or ntts-support@lists.nasa.gov.

If you would like to register your account under a non-NASA email address, please complete and submit the form
below. This is a simple and quick process. After you have submitted the form, NTTS will then send you a
confirmation that your account has been established. You are then ready to Login and submit your NTR.

If you need help with setting up or accessing your account please contact the NTTS Help Desk at (757)

865-2233

Required information for Account

First Name:

Last Name:

Current Email

Address:

User Name:

Account Type: | seject One j

NASA Funding

Agreement
Number:

Phone li
Number:
Please enter

the numbers
L L

the box for
security:

For Non-NASA account requests, please use your

business/university e-mail address that is associated with
your contract, grant, or agreement with NASA.

Company: Select this account type if you are a contractor,
grantee, or partner that is responsible for submitting New
Technology Summary Reports under your contract, grant
or agreement with NASA.

User: All other users without a NASA e-mail address
should select this account type.

NASA Funding Agreement Number is the identification
number associated with your contract, grant, cooperative
agreement or Space Act Agreement.

Format: (Xxx) XXX-XXXX

Refresh Code

Submit Your NTR


https://invention.nasa.gov/login.php
https://invention.nasa.gov/login.php
mailto:ntts-support@lists.nasa.gov
https://invention.nasa.gov/login.php
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"

Lsarmiare Puasvoord :u:.‘m
once you have an account and are ready to PLEASE NOTE: Tres 14 & U S Qevurnerant Conputer Sysham if a8 auioriied 1 sooedt THh yskon (iedse daconned. 8y
submit an NTR, login and complete the fields :::m:,:f:'ﬁz“.:::;':'.;.:::.,‘:.‘:‘:::"' R, o e W SO TO e

in as much detail as you can. Completing the
form takes only 30 minutes or so. Y secsan k af e Pug

Orfes of Managermont

Iakucines, pahar e ity drawet &u:mnmelmmlhmwhnv u;undmmmh:ﬂnrlm
drTats Kt 0 Lot Parker, Nasral A

o3 a2 Space

0L 205480021, Seng ardy

The ||St be|0W hlghllghts the key ComEnantis reling T o0f kme ackvivie 1 s address o e oerpleted e Farm Appeased OU B NO 27000009

information that should be
reported via the NTR.

Description of the innovation

Unique or novel features
Key benefits

Potential commercial applications

NN

Developmental milestones

Explanation of why the innovation was developed




Log in to the New Technology Reporting System (NTRs & NTSRs)

Log in here to report your technology or NTSR:

If your account is registered under a non-NASA email address, log in here using your e-
NTR account credentials:

Username: Forgot Password
Request Account
Password: Help Desk
_ NF1679 PDF
Signin | NF1679 Word

If you need to create an account (or have an existing account) under a NASA email
address, log in here using your NASA IdMAX credentials:

If you are a NASA IdMAX user, please click the following "NASA IdMAX Authenticate" button to
authenticate with NASA Single-Sign-On.

NASA I[dMAX Authenticate . .
What to expect when logging in through IdMAX

NASA Information Technology Security Policy requires that any account that has been inactive for 60
days or longer be locked. If your account becomes locked, contact the Help Desk at ntts-
support@lists.nasa.gov or 757-865-2233 to regain access to it.

Note that you will be logged off this system after 15 minutes of inactivity. An autosave of open web
pages is occurring every five minutes.

NASA Form 1679 (NF1679) - Disclosure of Invention and New Technology (Including Software):
(Use when a new technology/invention is developed). You may either log in above and fill out the
electronic version of the NF1679 or download the PDF or Word version to be sent via email to your
NASA center.

What qualifies as new technologies and innovations is very broad. They include any invention,
discovery, improvement, or innovation that was either conceived or first actually reduced to practice in
the performance of NASA work. This includes any new and useful processes, machines, manufacture,
or composition of matter; or any new and useful improvement in existing processes, machines,
manufacture, or compositions of matter. Also included are new computer programs, and


https://invention.nasa.gov/account-retrieval.php
https://invention.nasa.gov/request-account.php
https://invention.nasa.gov/contact-us.php
https://invention.nasa.gov/assets/downloads/nf1679.pdf
https://invention.nasa.gov/assets/downloads/nf1679.doc
https://invention.nasa.gov/What%20to%20expect%20when%20logging%20in%20through%20IdMAX.pdf
mailto:ntts-support@lists.nasa.gov
mailto:ntts-support@lists.nasa.gov
https://invention.nasa.gov/assets/downloads/nf1679.pdf
https://invention.nasa.gov/assets/downloads/nf1679.doc

improvements to, or new applications of, existing computer programs, whether or not copyrightable. A
representative list of new technologies and innovations includes, but is not limited to: new or improved
techniques, products, devices, materials, methods, processes, chemical compositions, systems,
machines apparatuses, articles, fixtures, tools, or software.

Interim New Technology Summary Report (NTSR): a listing (every 12 months from the start of the
Contract) of all new technologies (inventions and/or innovations) developed during the reporting
period, or certification that there were none.

Final New Technology Summary Report (NTSR): a listing (prior to the Contract closeout) of all new
technologies (inventions and/or innovations) developed during performance of the Contract, or
certification that there were none.

NASA prefers that contractors/grantees/recipients use the NASA NTSR form, by way of the New
Technology Reporting System when submitting an NTSR.

PLEASE NOTE: This is a U.S. Government Computer System. If not authorized to access this system, please
disconnect. By continuing, you consent to your keystrokes and data content being monitored. If you do not have
authorization you are warned to disconnect at once. Actual or attempted use, access, communication, or
examination by unauthorized persons is a criminal violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1030.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information collection meets the requirements of 44 U.S.C. § 3507,
as amended by section 2 of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. You do not need to answer these questions
unless we display a valid Office of Management and Budget control number. The OMB control number for this
information collection is 2700-0052 and it expires on mm/dd/yyyy. We estimate that it will take about forty-five
(45) minutes to read the instructions, gather the facts, answer the questions, and transmit. You may send
comments on our time estimate above to: (NASA will insert a POC.)




General Information

New Teomoiogies 2n2 02Mned 33 3 IMVention. CISOOETY. IMDTOWeMEnt. OF INOVETIoN WhStner o not patenianie, Sfner concehed of TIrst achuaily
200020 10 DrACHcs 1 DErDnMEncs of NASA Work. This DCiuses. Ot s m0t IIMTed 10, N2W ProcSsses. Machines. ManJiaciures. a0d Comoasiinns of
mMEmer. 27 INOTOEMEnes 10, OF new 2PPIIc3Tons Of, eXISting DIOSSESes, MACHINes. ManU3chires, 2nd COMPISTons of maner. New Tecnnoiogies 20
NCII02 NEW COMDAST PrOJTams. 3nd IMProvemants 1. O New appHeations of, 2sting COMputer programs

(¥ 30U 3re 3 NASA ChvI! S2rvant choass the Caniar at wiich you wark If you are 3 COntracior, Chooss the Cantar 3t winlch your Contracting
Officar's Reprasentathe(COR) WOrks. I you are 3 Grantes, chooss the Canter 3t which your Grant Technical Oicer warks.)

Which NASA Center does this New Technology Report belong to? (required] SeecsNASA Camer v
Company Tech Rep. Nams:
Titss Elactsd by Viaiver £

MNTR Title {required) DRSS

Internal Docket Mo./Contractor Tracking No.
T2 ently 3t Wnich T2 SUOMImET 15 SMDIySd USSE 30 IM2ME! I0SnIfcation CoTe 0T I3CKINg :BCAM0IDgISs. 1 Woukd D2 eered nere.

Funding Mission Directorate (requirad)

+ A7 Fundihg MAission Dhiscior=2 (For more formation on NASA Mission Direcioraes click nerz)

No reconds ound.

Total Records: @

WES Information

+ A2 WBS siormation

FY WSS Number | Program Nam2 | Project Name

No reconds und

Total Records: @

Innovators {required}

(Incluoss: Employer. Adarass. and Employer Status)
Piezze No: The nnovanors wili D2 listed In ™2 disciosurs 10 NASA It e same order 35 entersd D2Iow.

+ ADD naaEhor

Oroer L35t Name First Name Emall Contract Numoer

NG recorgs found.

Totsl Records: @

Crigin

hmmﬁmﬁmmmmﬁmmr

Additional Documentation
NCII02 CODIES OF ISt DRlow 3y DErnent COCUMENEITION WNICH 3H0S I T2 UN0STSIANTINgG OF 3pDHCItoN of M2 novation (29 articles contracior
SpECS. 3SsaThlymanuSaciy . assamdlyimanuBciiring

reports, ring arawings. parts or Ingrealents st oparating manuals, fst aals
procaguras, e
+ Aoa Documentation

TRie Page Numder Dae i Name

No records Sund

Total Records: @
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Brief Abstract
(A @=neral 02sCription of the Innovatian which oascribes s capabiltias hut goes not reveal o2talls hat would anable ouplication or imkiation of the
Invention )

Description of the Problem or Objective That Motivated the Innovation’s Development

(Enter 35 appropriate: A - Ganaral 02scristion of sroblambhiective: - Kay ar uaigue prodlam characiaristics: C-Friar art Le prior tachniques.
mmuwmwmmmudmm»muwmvmmwpemumwmemo Disagvaniages or
liitations of prior art )

Technically Complete and Easily Understandable Description of Innovation Developed to Solve The Problem
or Meet The Objective

(Enter 35 3ppropriate; existing ranarts, If 3valiabis. may frm 3 part of the alsclosure. and referencs therato £an he mao 10 compists this dBscrioton’ A
Furpose and 0sscrigtion of Innovationsatvare: B mmwcmm'awparzsorm ang explanation of mod2 of operation of
Innovationisatwane pretramyreelmgzowawm . phalogranhs, Qraghs, fow Charts, anatr parts or Ingreaiant lists llustrating the

- C. Functional aparation: D. Atiernate amboainents of the Innovatian'saware: E Suppartive theory: F Enginsering speciications; G
Faripheral equisment 30a H Malntznance. mwmcsaeryzmw

Unique or Novel Features

(Enter 35 3ppropriate” A- navel or unique atures’ B - A0Vantagss of navationsamuare: C- De\elupmvromewccmepmai ‘D- Rstoas
ang source of errar; E-Analys!s of capaniiities: and F - For SORWars, any fa-uss or ra-anginasring of existing co0s, Us2 of Sharsiare, or Usa of Cod2
ownea by 3 nan-fasral enttly)
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New Technology Report

My NTRs | Create New NTR Ay Home | Logout| Change Password | & Help
[User Name: snaus | Account Type: user | Email: stephan.a.naus@nasa.gov]

Auto Save in 3 minute(s) Ea Save

NTR Report Date: e-NTR#: 1405423201

' General Information | Description | Commercialization l Technology Readiness / Software | Development History

Potential Commercial Applications

Speculation regarding potential commercial applications and points of contact. (Including names of companies producing or using similar
products.)

f=) Save
Form Approved O.M.B. NO. 2700-0009
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NTR Report Date: e-NTR#: 14054223201

General Information Description Commercialization Technology Readiness / Software Development History

Publications
PREVIOUS CR CONTEMPLATED PUBLICATION OR PUBLIC DISCLOSURE INCLUDING DATES

Provide as applicable: A. — Type of publication or disclosure, 2.g., report, conference or seminar, oral presentation; B. — Disclosure by NASA or
Contractor/Grantee; and C. — Title, volume no., page no., and date of publication.

+ Add Publicstion Information

Type Title Velume Publication/Conference Date

No records found.

Total Records: 0

Degree of Technical Significance

(Which best expreszes the degree of technologicsal significance of thiz innovation?)

Degree of Technical Signifi State of Development
- Concept Cnly E‘ Design El Prototype
Plaase Selec One | [ modification [ production Mode!

D Used in Current Work

Patent Status

Enter information on any prior patents or patent applications disclosing or related to this new technolegy/innovstion.

+ Add Patent Ststus

Patent Number Issue Date App Serial Num App File Date

No records found.

Total Records: 0

Development Timeframe

Indicate the dates or the approximate time period during which this innovation was developed. (i.e., conceived, constructed, tesied, etc.)

Questions for Software Only

Scoftware innovsations include computer programs as well a5 underlying processes and methods implementad by computer programs, including
design details, algorithms, formulae, flow charts, and related materisl that would enable a particular computer program, or a functional
equivalent thereof, to be produced or oested. Scftware innovations do not include computer databases or software documentation. However,
software documentation that discloses the type of information described above should be submitted with any disclosure of the related software
innovstion.

Please read the following carefully:

E Software Application

{If this is = software related invention, check the box and complete the questions below.)
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New Technology Report

My NTRs | Create New NTR fy Home| > Logout| Change Password| &
[User Name: snaus | Account Type: user | Email: stephan.a naus@nasa.g

Auto 3ava In 1 minuts(s) @ Save

NTR Report Date: e-NTR#: 1405423201

: Generzal Information H Description H Commercislization M Technology Readiness / Software ‘ Development History
|

Development History, Stage of Development

(Month, Yesr, Locstion, and ldentify Persons or Records Supporting Facts)

NOTE: For inventions that have not completed sll stages involved in the Development History section please enter "N/A" in the supporting
facte field for stages not yet completed.

First disclosure to others.

Month: Year: Locstion:

Month v

IDENTIFY SUPPORTING WITNESSES (NASA in-house only):

First sketch, drawing, logic chart or code.

Month: Year: Locstion:

Menth v

IDENTIFY SUPPORTING WITNESSES (NASA in-house only)

First written description.

Month: Year: Locstion:

Month v

IDENTIFY SUPPORTING WITNESSES (NASA in-house only):

14



IDENTIFY SUPPORTING WITNESSES {NASA in-house only):

First successful operational test (invention) or alpha version (software).

Month: Year: Location:

Month w

IDENTIFY SUPPORTING WITNESSES {(NASA in-house only):

Contribution of innovators.

Indicate any past, present, or contemplated government use of the innovation, or any other comments you wish to
make.

Thank you.

NASA will evaluate the NTR submitted. Information on the evaluation process is provided below.



Evaluation and IP Protection

NASA evaluates NTRs
according to several factors

For NTRs covering innovations developed by civil
servants, as well as those for which the contractor or
grantee has decided not to pursue patent protection
and commercialization, NASA conducts an evaluation

process to determine the potential for IP coverage and l " I
commercialization. In deciding what happens to an Market nte ECtua
NTR, we evaluate the technology according to three roper
factors: o g - Solves aneed prop }y

' \_ Strong interest Protectable

Enforceable

e Technology readiness N
o Market attractiveness
o Intellectual property (IP) strength N~

We rely on our technical expertise and market research to determine:

o How does the technology compare to what is currently available?

e Who could use it and how much do they need it?

o Is it ready to be used now and is the innovator available to assist with the transfer?
e Can it be protected?

Depending on the answers to these questions, your NTR may be:

o Prepared for pursuit of patent protection in the United States and/or foreign countries

o Submitted for an award from NASA or an external organization

o Published in NASA Tech Briefs (link opens new browser window)

o Listed in NASA’s technology transfer portal (link opens new browser window)

o Publicized on your center’s technology transfer site

o Actively marketed to potential licensees or collaborators/partners

o Placed “on hold” to monitor the market’s readiness for the technology or to wait until further development of
the technology has occurred

Innovators support the tech transfer process

Innovators can provide valuable input in helping to identify commercial applications and potential partners, since
you are very familiar with the current state-of-the-art and key players in industry. As a result, it is very important
for you to complete the sections in the NTR related to the potential commercial markets. In most cases,
technology transfer professionals will contact the innovators to discuss their NTRs. You may also be asked to
participate in some of the activities highlighted above—for example, reviewing an award application or marketing
materials.

More about IP Protection
In most cases, intellectual property protection comes in the form of a patent. Software might be patentable or it
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http://www.techbriefs.com/
http://technology.nasa.gov/

could be eligible for copyright. If NASA decides to pursue patent or copyright protection for your technology,
NASA's patent attorneys will work with you to protect the intellectual property.

What is a patent?

A patent for an invention is the grant of a property right to the owner. The owner can then selectively give that
right to others via a license, usually in exchange for financial payments such as up-front fees and/or royalties.
Most companies are not interested in a technology if it is not patented, since other companies can easily copy it
and use it themselves, taking away the competitive advantage.

Can anything be patented?
In order for a utility patent to be granted, the invention must be new, non-obvious (not an obvious difference from
the prior art), and have a useful purpose.

Does NASA patent everything it can?

Because it costs thousands of dollars to patent a new technology, NASA is selective in deciding what to patent. If
the Agency expects there to be a financial return or some other benefit that can be achieved only by patenting the
technology, then NASA will apply for a patent.

Can software be patented?

Yes, some software may be protectable by patent, but only if it forms an integral and necessary part of a
qualifying machine, manufacture, or process. Underlying concepts in a computer program may be patentable, but
normally the code is only protected by copyright.

What is copyright?
Copyright gives the author of an original work the exclusive right to make copies, publish, distribute, and adapt it.

Can NASA software be copyrighted?

Copyright protection is not available in the U.S. for software developed solely by federal government employees
in the scope of their employment, although foreign copyright may be available. Copyright protection may be
available in the U.S. for software that is co-developed with federal government employee(s) along with non-
federal government employee(s). NASA can also obtain copyright in software from third
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Technology Transfer

Technology transfer can
take many different forms

Depending on the findings of the NTR
evaluation, your technology may be selected to
continue through the technology transfer
process. Within technology transfer, there are
many different paths. Your technology might be
suitable for applications within industry, so the
technology transfer personnel will seek
potential licensees. Or your innovation might be
a good candidate for collaborative R&D. Regardless of the type of activity pursued, NASA technology transfer
processionals always work to ensure arrangements that are beneficial for NASA, the inventor, and the partner.

As with the R&D that leads up to the new technology, the road for the NTR can be a twisting route with several
forks and unexpected turns. It may go quickly or it may take a long time, and you are always welcome to contact
us to find out the status of your NTR.

The Technology Transfer Process

The steps taken as part of technology transfer vary depending on the type of technology and the market where it
is most likely to be applied. However, there are several tools that technology transfer personnel commonly use to
let others know about a technology that is available for license or an opportunity for partnership:

e Prepare and distribute online and/or print materials to publicize your innovation

o Contact companies or other organizations that may be interested in your innovation

o Facilitate interactions with interested, qualified parties

o If appropriate, arrange for your innovation to be presented at trade shows, conferences, and workshops

Throughout the technology transfer process, you will have the opportunity to review communications materials,

such as articles in NASA Tech Briefs, brochures, online technology listings, etc. If you have any questions along
the way, please do not hesitate to contact the tech transfer personnel at your center.

Types of Agreements

Technology transfer may be achieved through various agreement mechanisms, including licenses (most of which
result in royalty revenue), partnership agreements, and software usage agreements.

NASA works hard to ensure that any agreements put in place protect NASA's — and your — interest in the

technology while enabling partners to effectively bring a technology to market, ensure that the American public
benefits from the R&D funded by their tax dollars. Available agreement types are outlined below.

18


https://invention.nasa.gov/contact-us.php
https://invention.nasa.gov/contact-us.php
https://invention.nasa.gov/contact-us.php

Licenses

Three types of license agreements are available:

e Nonexclusive
e Exclusive
o Evaluation/Research

Partnership Agreements

e Space Act Agreement (SAA)
o Cooperative Research and Development Agreement (CRADA)

Software Release

Requests to use NASA software can be made by external parties or the software's developers. Before software
can be released to these parties via the software release authority, an NTR must generally be submitted. The
types of software release are summarized below.

e General public release

o Open source release

o US and foreign release

e General US release only

e US government purpose release
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