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Agricultural Act of 2014 (P.L. 113-79, February 7, 2014)
SEC.   4025. REVIEW, REPORT, AND  REGULATION OF  CASH   NUTRITIONASSISTANCE PROGRAM BENEFITS PROVIDED IN  PUERTO RICO.
Section 19  of  the   Food  and   Nutrition Act  of  2008   (7  U.S.C.
2028) is amended by adding at the  end  the  following:

‘‘(e) REVIEW,  REPORT,  AND  REGULATION   OF    CASH  NUTRITION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM BENEFITS PROVIDED IN  PUERTO RICO.—

‘‘(1) REVIEW.—The Secretary, in  consultation with the  Secretary of Health and Human Services, shall carry out  a review of  the   provision of  nutrition  assistance in  Puerto Rico  in  the  form  of  cash   benefits under  this  section that  shall  include—
‘‘(A) an   examination  of  the   history  of  and   purpose for  distribution  of  a  portion  of  monthly  benefits  in   the  form of cash;
‘‘(B) an  examination of current barriers to the  redemption  of non-cash  benefits by  current program participants and  retailers;
‘‘(C) an  examination of current usage of cash  benefits for  the   purchase of  non-food   and   other prohibited items;
‘‘(D)  an   identification  and    assessment  of   potential adverse effects  of the discontinuation of a portion of benefits in  the  form  of cash  for program participants  and  retailers; and
‘‘(E) an  examination of such  other factors as  the  Secretary determines to be relevant.

‘‘(2) REPORT.—Not later  than  18  months after  the   date of  enactment of  this  Act,  the   Secretary shall  submit to  the  Committee on Agriculture of the  House of Representatives and  the  Committee on  Agriculture, Nutrition, and   Forestry of the Senate, a  report that  describes the  results of the  review conducted under this subsection.

‘‘(3) REGULATION.—
‘‘(A) IN  GENERAL.—Except as  provided in subparagraph (B), and notwithstanding the  second sentence of subsection (b)(1)(B)(i),  the   Secretary shall  disapprove any   plan submitted pursuant to subsection (b)(1)(A)—
‘‘(i) for  fiscal  year 2017  that provides for  the  distribution  of  more   than   20   percent  of  the   nutrition assistance benefit of a  participant in  the  form  of cash;
‘‘(ii) for  fiscal  year 2018  that provides for  the  distribution  of  more   than   15   percent  of  the   nutrition assistance benefit of a  participant in  the  form  of cash;
‘‘(iii) for   fiscal   year  2019   that  provides for   the  distribution of more  than 10  percent of the   nutrition assistance benefit of a  participant in  the  form of cash;
‘‘(iv) for  fiscal  year 2020  that provides for  the  distribution of more  than 5 percent of the  nutrition assistance  benefit of a  participant in  the  form  of  cash;  and
‘‘(v) for  fiscal  year 2021  that provides for  the  distribution  of  any   portion  of  the   nutrition  assistance benefit of a participant in the  form of cash.
‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding subparagraph  (A), the  Secretary, informed by the  report required under paragraph (2),  may  approve a  plan that  exempts  participants or  categories of  participants if  the   Secretary determines that   discontinuation  of  benefits  in   the   form   of  cash   is likely  to have significant adverse effects.
‘‘(4) FUNDING.—Out  of  any   funds  made  available  under section 18 for fiscal  year 2014,  the  Secretary shall make available  to carry out  the  review and  report described in paragraphs (1)  and   (2)  $1,000,000, to  remain  available until  expended.’’.

