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Draft State PISA Field Test Letter

[Date]

[Title] [Name First] [Name Last]
[Title/Department]

[State]

[Address 1]

[Address 2]

[City], [State] [Zip code]

Dear [Title] [Name Last]:

The United States is participating in an important international study in 2015: the
Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). PISA is the largest international
education study in the world. Administered every 3 years since 2000, the U.S. has
participated in each cycle of PISA. More than 60 countries representing approximately
90 percent of the world economy participate in PISA. Results are used by researchers
and policymakers to chart national progress against international standards and the
educational progress of our economic peers and competitors. Some schools in your
state have been randomly selected to participate in the international field test for
PISA this coming spring, and | am writing to ask your agency to support the
participation of those schools in the field test.

PISA provides comparative information on the performance of U.S. 15-year-old
students in science, reading, and mathematics with 15-year-old students in other
countries. PISA 2015 will also include assessments of students’ collaborative problem-
solving and financial literacy. The purpose of the field test is both to try out new
guestions and to help PISA transition from being a primarily paper-based to an
entirely computer-based assessment in 2015.

PISA is described in more detail in the enclosed materials. PISA is sponsored in the
United States by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the U.S.
Department of Education and is conducted by Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S.
Office of Management and Budget has approved the data collection under OMB
#1850-0755. For information on the confidentiality of the data collected, please see
the enclosed FAQ. While participation in this study is voluntary, we ask your agency to
support participation by schools in your state so that the United States has a
representative sample of schools across the country.

Within the next few weeks, a representative of Westat will contact sampled school
districts and schools to discuss participating in the field test. In the meantime, if you
have questions about the study, please do not hesitate to call David Kastberg at 1-
888-638-2597 or send an email to PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also get more
information about these studies by contacting Dana Kelly at NCES at 202-219-7101 or
dana.kelly@ed.gov or by visiting the PISA website at http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa.

Thank you for your time and support.
Sincerely,

Jack Buckley
Commissioner



cc: [State assessment coordinator name]
Enclosures

NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA 2002),
20 U.S. Code, § 9543. By law, the data provided by your schools, staff, and students may only be used for
statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except
as required by law (20 U.S. Code, § 9573).



Draft School District PISA Field Test Letter

[Date]

[Title] [Name First] [Name Last], [Title/Department]
[School District]

[Address 1]

[City], [State] [Zip code]

Dear [Title] [Name Last]:

The United States is participating in an important international study in 2015: the
Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). PISA is the largest international
education study in the world. Administered every 3 years since 2000, the U.S. has
participated in each cycle of PISA. More than 60 countries representing approximately
90 percent of the world economy participate in PISA. Results are used by researchers
and policymakers to chart national progress against international standards and the
educational progress of our economic peers and competitors. Some schools in your
district have been randomly selected to participate in the international field test for
PISA this coming spring, and | am writing to ask your agency to support the
participation of those schools in the field test.

PISA provides comparative information on the performance of U.S. 15-year-old
students in science, reading, and mathematics with 15-year-old students in other
countries. PISA 2015 will also include assessments of students’ collaborative problem-
solving and financial literacy. The purpose of the field test is both to try out new
questions and to help PISA transition from being a primarily paper-based to an
entirely computer-based assessment in 2015. Participating schools will receive $200,
and each school’s PISA school coordinator (school staff person designated to liaise
with PISA staff) will receive $200 as compensation for the coordinator’s time and
effort. Selected teachers will receive $20 for completing a brief questionnaire about
themselves. Each student who participates will receive $25 and a volunteer service
certificate of 4 hours from the U.S. Department of Education. Schools that participate
in the 2014 field test are extremely unlikely to be sampled again for the 2015 main
assessment.

PISA is described in more detail in the enclosed materials. PISA is sponsored in the
United States by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the U.S.
Department of Education and is conducted by Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S.
Office of Management and Budget has approved the data collection under OMB
#1850-0755. For information on the confidentiality of the data collected, please see
the enclosed FAQ. While participation in this study is voluntary, we ask your agency to
support participation by schools in your district so that the United States has a
representative sample of schools across the country.

Within the next few days, a representative of Westat will contact the following school
or schools in your district that have been selected for the field test: [LIST SAMPLED
SCHOOLS HERE...].

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call 1-888-638-2597 or send an
email to PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also get more information about this study
by contacting Dana Kelly at NCES at 202-219-7101 or dana.kelly@ed.gov or by
visiting the PISA website at http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa.



Thank you for your time and support.

Jack Buckley
Commissioner
Enclosures

NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA 2002),
20 U.S. Code, § 9543. By law, the data provided by your schools, staff, and students may only be used for
statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except
as required by law (20 U.S. Code, § 9573).

Draft School PISA Field Test Letter

[Date]

[Title] [Name First] [Name Last], [Title/Department]
[School District]

[Address 1]

[City], [State] [Zip code]

Dear [Title] [Name Last]:

The United States is participating in an important international study in 2015: the
Program for International Student Assessment (PISA). PISA is the largest international
education study in the world. Administered every 3 years since 2000, the U.S. has
participated in each cycle of PISA. More than 60 countries representing approximately
90 percent of the world economy participate in PISA. Results are used by researchers
and policymakers to chart national progress against international standards and the
educational progress of our economic peers and competitors. Your school is one of 60
across the United States that has been randomly selected to take part in the PISA
field test this coming spring.

PISA provides comparative information on the performance of U.S. 15-year-old
students in science, reading, and mathematics with 15-year-old students in other
countries. PISA 2015 will also include an assessment of students’ collaborative
problem-solving and financial literacy. The purpose of the field test is both to try out
new questions and to help PISA transition from being a primarily paper-based to an
entirely computer-based assessment in 2015. Your school will receive $200, and
students who take the field test will receive $25 and a volunteer service certificate of
4 hours from the U.S. Department of Education. Your school’s PISA school coordinator
(a staff person you designate to liaise with PISA staff) will receive $200 for his or her
time and effort coordinating PISA in the school, and selected teachers will receive $20
for completing a brief questionnaire about themselves.

PISA is described in more detail in the enclosed materials. PISA is sponsored in the
United States by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the U.S.
Department of Education and is conducted by Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S.
Office of Management and Budget has approved the data collection under OMB
#1850-0755. For information on the confidentiality of the data collected, please see
the enclosed FAQ. | hope you will participate in this voluntary study because it is
important that the United States has a nationally representative sample of schools.

Within the next few days, a representative of Westat will contact you to discuss your
participation. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call 1-888-638-2597
or send an email to PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also get more information about
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this study by contacting Dana Kelly at NCES at 202-219-7101 or dana.kelly@ed.gov or

by visiting the PISA website at http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa.
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Draft PISA 2015 Field Test FAQ - Back Page

Who conducts the PISA assessment?

The entire assessment process will be undertaken by tramed staff from Westat, a research
organization under contract to the U5, Depariment of Education’s Mational Center for Education
Statisties (MCES). NCES conducts this study under authorization in the Education Sciences
Feform Act of 2002 {20 US.C., § 9543) and approval of the U.5. Office of Management and
Budget under OMB # 18500755,

How are teacher and school questionnaires administered?

The teacher and school questionnaires are both administered onhne from a secure website. Up to
25 teachers (10 science and 15 non-zeience) will be asked to participate by completing an online
45 minute questionnarre that ks about thew education and teaching expenence This is the first
time PISA iz administering the teacher questionnaire. The school questionnaire, which locks

at schoel charactenistics such as envollment and school practicss, 15 also online and takes about
60 mumutes to complete.

Do teachers need to help administer the assessment?

Mo, Westat field staff will visit the school on the day of the assessment, bungmg with them all
the materials required, and they vall handle the entive administration of the assessment. Field staff
will also brng all of the necessary computer equpment for the computer-based assessments.

When will the field test be conducted?
The field test will be conducted between Apnl 7 and May 16, 2014, Westat will work with schools
to identify an assessment date conventent for the school in that time perod.

Where will the field test be conducted?
The assessment will be conducted in the schools that are selected to participate.

How long does the field test take?

Smdents wnll take esther 2 paper-and-pencl or compuater-based assessment. This approsamately
3-hour session includes time for mstruchons, the assessment, and a bref questionnaire that
students complete zbout themsalves Some students will return to participate i an addibional
1-bour assessment in financial literacy.

What will happen with the collected data?

The field test data will be used to evaluate whether the sssessment farly and acowately measures
students’ knowledge and skills m all participating cowmiries. By law, the data provided by
schools, staff, and stodents may be wed only for statistical porposes and may not be disclosed,

or used, mn identifiable form for any other purpose [Education Science Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA
2002y, 20 U.S. Code, Section 9573). Reports of the findings from the fiald test will not identify
participating distnets, schools, stodents, or mdividual staff Individual responsas will be combined
with those from other parficipants o produce summary statistics and reports.

Where can | find more information?
Visit the PFISA website at hitp:/inces ed gowisurveysipisa.

For additional questions about PISA 20135, contact the FISA 1.5, home office
at 1-B88-638-2597 or email FISAHEL Pjawestat. com.
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Draft PISA 2015 Field Test Student FAQ

Program for International Student Assessment

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Information for Students

What is PISA?

PISA 15 an international assessmentof 13-vear-old students that assesses how well students apply
their knowledze and dalls in science, reading, mathematics, financial hteracy, and collaborative
problem solving. PISA presents problems that students would encounter in the real world.

Think ef PISA as an Olympics afthe mind,
Mare than 60 countries participate in PISA.

Why should | participate in PISA?

You reprezent other students hike you all across the counfry. FISA informs discussions about TS,
education and mternations]l competiivensss. Your participation in the Seld test ensures fawmess
m the quastions that will be nsed n the main study in 2015

Only 1,900 students will parficipate
in the FI54 field test in the United States.

Participating in PISA is a nafional service.
How aften do you get to represent your country?

What subjects are assessed in PISA?

In the fiald test students wall take either 2 paper-and-pencil or computer-based assessment.
Students will be assessed in science, reading, mathematics, financial literacy, or collaborative
problem solving, or some combination of these subjects.

How long does PISA take?

The FISA assessment takes approsamately 3 howrs to complets. This meludes time for
instructions, the assessment, and a bref questionnaire that students answer about themsalves.
Some stodents will rehun to participate in an addifional 1-hour assessment in fmancial literacy.

How does PISA select a representative sample of students?

The schools that participate in PFISA in the United States are randomly selected from a list of all
schools m the country that have 15-year-old students. Thes 15 to ensure that the U.S. parficipanis
accurately represent the whole United States and not particular types of schools or students.

In sach PISA school, sach 13-year-old student has an equal chance ofbeing salected From a hst
ofall 15-year-old students m the school, 42 students are randomly selected to participate.
Participants in other countries are selected just the same way to make sure sach country1s fairdy
represented and no country has an sdvantage becanse of types of schools or students selected.
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Draft PISA 2015 Timeline of Activities - Outside
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Draft PISA 2015 Timeline of Activities - Inside

PROGRAM FOR
INTERNATIONAL . APPLYING
sl i) d ok KNOWLEDGE AND

ASSESSMENT
(PISA) 2015 SKILLS TO SOLVE

SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES REAL-WORLD

PISA FIELDTEST CHALLENGES _
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to meet real-life challenges
in the future.

PISA provides a unique
opportunity for the United
States to understand its
educational standing in
comparison to other nations.
Findings from PISA are a funedisqed oj
valuable resource for "EWRER 5|07 5] YA Liodas [Rungeu
discussing improvements in -
science, reading, and Jayea) sy Bunespdwod Joy (78 E0R) |
—@M mathematics achievement “funedianied 2 00z susos.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT THE PISA WEB SITE AT htipJ/nces. ed. gowsurveys PISA
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the data collection under OMB #1850-0755. For more detailed information,

please see the enclosed FAQ.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call 1-888-638-2597 or
send an email to PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also get more information

about this study by visiting the PISA website at http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa.

Your participation in the field test for PISA 2015 is vital. Thank you for your time

and for supporting this important international study.

Sincerely,
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David Kastberg
Project Director, Westat
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Enclosures:
Facts for Parents about the PISA Field Test



Draft Sample Implicit Consent Letter, PISA

| SCHOOL LETTERHEAD

Dear Parent or Guardian,

This letter is to inform you about an important international study of student
learning being conducted in our school this spring. This study is called the
Program for International Student Assessment, or PISA. PISA provides important
information for internationally benchmarking performance in science, reading,
and mathematics of 15-year-old students in the United States against top
countries around the world.

Each time the study is done, new test questions need to be developed and
tested to ensure that those questions accurately measure the knowledge and
skills of students. In spring 2014, new questions will be tested in approximately
60 schools in the United States. This field test will allow test developers to
modify or delete questions that are not working effectively.

Our school has accepted an invitation from the National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES), U.S. Department of Education, to participate in the PISA field
test. A select few of our 15-year-old students, along with your teenager, will
take part in this study. The enclosed summary sheet provides some
background to PISA, explains what is involved for each student selected to
participate in the study, and gives a contact phone number and email address
where you can find answers to any questions you might have.

To have an accurate picture of what U.S. 15-year-old students can do, it is
important that each student selected take part in the study. Some students will
try out questions administered on a computer while other students will try out
questions using paper and pencil. Also, students will be asked to complete a
brief questionnaire about themselves. | urge you to support this effort by
encouraging your teenager to take part; however, participation in this study is
entirely voluntary. Previous experience suggests that students enjoy taking
part, and all participating students will receive $25 and a certificate from the
U.S. Department of Education for 4 hours of volunteer service.

All of the information collected is kept completely confidential, as required by
law. NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences
Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA, 2002), 20 U.S. Code, Section 9543. Under that law,
the data provided by schools, staff, and students may be used only for
statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for
any other purpose (20 U.S.C., § 9573). Students and schools are never
idﬁ:nltiﬁed in any reports. All reported statistics refer to the United States as a
whole.

If you have any objection to your teenager joining in the PISA activities, please
let us know by completing the attached consent form and returning it to the
school.

Thank you for taking the time to learn about this important study.
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Sincerely,

Enclosures:
Facts for Parents About the PISA Field Test
Parent/Guardian Consent Form

Draft PISA Implicit Consent Form

Program for International Student Assessment (PISA)
Field Test
Parent/Guardian Consent Form

Your teenager has been asked to participate in a field test of an international
study of student learning called the Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA). Each student who participates will receive $25 and a
volunteer service certificate of 4 hours from the U.S. Department of Education.
This assessment will be conducted by a team of researchers from Westat, who
are operating under contract on behalf of the U. S. Department of Education.
In spring 2014, new questions will be tested in approximately 60 schools in the
United States. This field test will allow test developers to modify or delete
questions that are not working effectively.

If you grant permission for your teenager to participate in the PISA field

test, you do not need to return this form.

If you do not consent to your teenager’s participation in the PISA field test,
please return this form to your teenager’s school as soon as possible.

I do not grant permission for my teenager, , to
participate in the Program for International Student Assessment Field Test.

(Signature of parent or guardian)

Date of signature: / /

PLEASE PRINT:



Student name:

School name:

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

Student ID:




Draft Sample Explicit Consent Letter, PISA

| SCHOOL LETTERHEAD

Dear Parent or Guardian,

This letter is to inform you about an important international study of student
learning being conducted in our school this spring. This study is called the
Program for International Student Assessment, or PISA. PISA provides important
information for internationally benchmarking performance in science, reading,
and mathematics of 15-year-old students in the United States against top
countries around the world.

Each time the study is done, new test questions need to be developed and
tested to ensure that those questions accurately measure the knowledge and
skills of students. In spring 2014, new questions will be tested in approximately
60 schools in the United States. This field test will allow test developers to
modify or delete questions that are not working effectively.

Our school has accepted an invitation from the National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES), U.S. Department of Education, to participate in the PISA field
test. A select few of our 15-year-old students, along with your teenager, will
take part in this study. The enclosed summary sheet provides some
background to PISA, explains what is involved for each student selected to
participate in the study, and gives a contact phone number and email address
where you can find answers to any questions you might have.

To have an accurate picture of what U.S. 15-year-old students can do, it is
important that each student selected take part in the study. Some students will
try out questions administered on a computer while other students will try out
questions using paper and pencil. Also, students will be asked to complete a
brief questionnaire about themselves. | urge you to support this effort by
encouraging your teenager to take part; however, participation in this study is
entirely voluntary. Previous experience suggests that students enjoy taking
part, and all participating students will receive $25 and a certificate from the
U.S. Department of Education for 4 hours of volunteer service.

All of the information collected is kept completely confidential, as required by
law. NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences
Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA, 2002), 20 U.S. Code, Section 9543. Under that law,
the data provided by schools, staff, and students may be used only for
statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for
any other purpose (20 U.S.C., § 9573). Students and schools are never
idﬁ:nltiﬁed in any reports. All reported statistics refer to the United States as a
whole.

Before we can allow your teenager to join in the PISA field test we must have
your written consent. Please let us know by completing the attached form and
returning it to the school.

Thank you for taking the time to learn about this important study and consider
your teenager’s participation in it.

Sincerely,



Enclosures:
Facts for Parents About the PISA Field Test
Parent/Guardian Consent Form



Draft PISA Explicit Consent Form

Program for International Student Assessment (PISA)
Field Test
Parent/Guardian Consent Form

Your teenager has been asked to participate in a field test of an international
study of student learning called the Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA). Each student who participates will receive $25 and a
volunteer service certificate of 4 hours from the U.S. Department of Education.
This assessment will be conducted by a team of researchers from Westat who
are operating under contract on behalf of the U. S. Department of Education. In
spring 2014, new questions will be tested in approximately 60 schools in the
United States. This field test will allow test developers to modify or delete
questions that are not working effectively.

|:| Yes, | do grant permission for my teenager to participate in the PISA field
test.

|:| No, | do not grant permission for my teenager to participate in the PISA
field test.

(Signature of parent or guardian)

Date of signature: / /

PLEASE PRINT:

Student name:

School name:

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:



Student ID:

10



Draft PISA Facts for Parents About the Field Test

Facts for Parents
About the PISA Field Test

Between March and May of this year, your teenager’s school will be one of
about 60 nationwide taking part in the PISA 2015 Field Test. The schools were
selected randomly to represent the nation’s schools and, within each school,
about 42 students were selected randomly to take part. Your teenager was
among those students selected to take part in the study.

What is PISA?

PISA (the Program for International Student Assessment) is the world’s largest
international assessment that measures student learning in science, reading,
and mathematics. More than 60 countries representing more than 90 percent
of the world’s economy participate in PISA. The assessment occurs every 3
years (2000, 2003, 2006, 2009, 2012, and 2015), and provides information
about how students in the U.S. compare in achievement with students in other
countries. The National Center for Education Statistics within the U.S.
Department of Education sponsors U.S. participation in PISA.

What is the purpose of the PISA Field Test?

Each time the study is done, new assessment questions need to be developed
and tested to ensure that those questions accurately measure the knowledge
and skills of students. This field test will allow test developers to modify or
delete questions that are not working effectively for students in the United
States.

What is involved?

PISA staff will visit the school and administer the field test. The field test will
take approximately 3 hours; it includes time for instructions, the administration
assessment, and a brief questionnaire that students complete about
themselves. Some students will be asked to return for an additional 1-hour
assessment of financial literacy.

What are the benefits?

The nation as a whole benefits from PISA by having a greater understanding of
how the knowledge and skills of U.S. students compare with those of students
from other countries. The country benefits from the field test by ensuring that
the questions used are fair and appropriate for U.S. students. Schools that
participate in PISA will receive $200, and each student who participates will
receive $25 and a certificate from the U.S. Department of Education for 4 hours
of volunteer service. Students who also participate in the financial literacy
assessment will receive an additional $15.

Where can | find out more about PISA?
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More information about PISA is available at the PISA website at
http://www.nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa. If you have specific questions you can
call PISA staff at 1-888-638-2597 or email us at PISAHelp@westat.com.
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