
B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

THE AGENCY SHOULD BE PREPARED TO JUSTIFY ITS DECISION NOT TO 
USE STATISTICAL METHODS IN ANY CASE WHERE SUCH METHODS 
MIGHT REDUCE BURDEN OR IMPROVE ACCURACY OF RESULTS.  WHEN 
ITEM 17 ON THE FORM OMB 83-1 IS CHECKED "YES", THE FOLLOWING 
DOCUMENTATION SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE SUPPORTING 
STATEMENT TO THE EXTENT THAT IT APPLIES TO THE METHODS 
PROPOSED.  

1. DESCRIBE (INCLUDING A NUMERICAL ESTIMATE) THE 
POTENTIAL RESPONDENT UNIVERSE AND ANY SAMPLING OR 
OTHER RESPONDENT SELECTION METHOD TO BE USED.  DATA 
ON THE NUMBER OF ENTITIES (E.G., ESTABLISHMENTS, STATE 
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS, HOUSEHOLDS, OR PERSONS) IN
THE UNIVERSE COVERED BY THE COLLECTION AND IN THE 
CORRESPONDING SAMPLE ARE TO BE PROVIDED IN TABULAR 
FORM FOR THE UNIVERSE AS A WHOLE AND FOR EACH OF THE 
STRATA IN THE PROPOSED SAMPLE.  INDICATE EXPECTED 
RESPONSE RATES FOR THE COLLECTION AS A WHOLE.  IF THE 
COLLECTION HAD BEEN CONDUCTED PREVIOUSLY, INCLUDE 
THE ACTUAL RESPONSE RATE ACHIEVED DURING THE LAST 
COLLECTION.  

Two recently awarded large contracts/orders for complex Information Technology
(IT) development, systems or services will be targeted for survey issuance.  In 
addition, by the end of Fiscal Year 2015, OPM will issue the surveys for the 
lesser of 50 or 5% of new awards for complex IT development, systems or 
services.

2. DESCRIBE THE PROCEDURES FOR THE COLLECTION OF 
INFORMATION INCLUDING:

- STATISTICAL METHODOLOGY FOR STRATIFICATION AND 
SAMPLE SELECTION;  

- ESTIMATION PROCEDURE;  

- DEGREE OF ACCURACY NEEDED FOR THE PURPOSE 
DESCRIBED IN THE JUSTIFICATION;  

- UNUSUAL PROBLEMS REQUIRING SPECIALIZED SAMPLING 
PROCEDURES, AND
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- ANY USE OF PERIODIC (LESS FREQUENT THAN ANNUAL) 
DATA COLLECTION CYCLES TO REDUCE BURDEN.  

They survey will be issued electronically, via email to the respondents.   The 
survey will be created via an electronic survey tool, and respondents will be sent a
link to the survey via email transmission.  

1. DESCRIBE METHODS TO MAXIMIZE RESPONSE RATES AND TO 
DEAL WITH ISSUES OF NON-RESPONSE.  THE ACCURACY AND 
RELIABILITY OF INFORMATION COLLECTED MUST BE SHOWN 
TO BE ADEQUATE FOR INTENDED USES.  FOR COLLECTIONS 
BASED ON SAMPLING, A SPECIAL JUSTIFICATION MUST BE 
PROVIDED FOR ANY COLLECTION THAT WILL NOT YIELD 
"RELIABLE" DATA THAT CAN BE GENERALIZED TO THE 
UNIVERSE STUDIED.  

This is a voluntary survey seeking industry feedback.  Vendors that have been 
awarded complex IT development, systems or services contracts will be targeted.

4. DESCRIBE ANY TESTS OF PROCEDURES OR METHODS TO BE 
UNDERTAKEN.  TESTING IS ENCOURAGED AS AN EFFECTIVE 
MEANS OF REFINING COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION TO 
MINIMIZE BURDEN AND IMPROVE UTILITY.  TESTS MUST BE 
APPROVED IF THEY CALL FOR ANSWERS TO IDENTICAL 
QUESTIONS FROM 10 OR MORE RESPONDENTS.  A PROPOSED 
TEST OR SET OF TESTS MAY BE SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL 
SEPARATELY OR IN COMBINATION WITH THE MAIN 
COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.  

The survey, attached to the OMB memo, contains standardized questions for use  
by all government agencies.  No additional testing of procedures or methods is 
necessary.

5. PROVIDE THE NAME AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS 
CONSULTED ON STATISTICAL ASPECTS OF THE DESIGN AND THE 
NAME OF THE AGENCY UNIT, CONTRACTOR(S), GRANTEE(S), OR 
OTHER PERSON(S) WHO WILL ACTUALLY COLLECT AND/OR 
ANALYZE THE INFORMATION FOR THE AGENCY.  

Daria Giannotti, Office of Personnel Management

(215) 861-3052
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