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‘The Cesters for Disesoe Controlsnd Prevestion's Naionsl Ceater forHeslth Satisties ONCHS) has
been conductng the National Hospital Ambulatory Medical Care Survey (NHAMCS), an anawal sudy
of hospital-based outpatient care, since 1992. The purpose o his stdy 1 o collect informntion about
he Large portion of ambultory cae provided by hospial outpatent 2nd emergency departments nd.

‘ambulatory surgery locatons troughout the United States. The information requested ncludes data

bout paent visit 2nd hospital characterites.

‘Many organizations and leaders i the healh care community,inchuding those providing the enclosed.
letrs of endorsement, have expressed their support nd join me in wing you paricipaton o this
‘meaninglstudy. The following e some key poits sbout the survey

* Data collction for the NHAMCS is uthorized by Secton 306 ofthe Public Hoalth Service Act
(Title 22,V Code, 2420

* Allinformation collectd willbe keld confidentil ccording o Section 308(d) of the Pubic Hoalth
Service Act (42, US Code, 20m(d) 2 the Confdential Information Protecton and Stastcal
‘Effciency Act (Tile 5 of PL 107.347) and il be wed for satisical puposes only No paient
‘mames,socil security mumbers,or ddresses are collected. Brovisions of the Confidental
Tnformation Protecton and Staisieal Efciency Act provde fo 3 lony conviction andlor fine of
up 0 $250,000 i this promse s violated.

+ US. Genous Burems esmployees,who dsmisicer the sy, have token 5n osth o sbide by Tl 13,
'US. Code, Section 3, hich requires them to ke al inforanstion about your hosptal and atient:
confdentl.

* The Privacy Rale 25 mandsted by HIPAA allows your hospitl to paricpate.
= Disclosire of patent daa is permited for public healt purpose:
= NHAMCS has been approved by the NCHS Research Edhics Review Board.

A representaive of the Census Burezn, acing 5 ou agent il be callng youto schedale an
‘ppointment regarding the deals of your participation, which i voluntary. We may 3150 contact you for
future stdies. Youor your aff may refuse o anwer any question o may sop pariipating 3t 2y Sme
thot penaltyor o of benit.

16 you have any quesions egarding your partcpation, please call s NHAMCS representtive at(800)
2233815 Vit the NHAMCS partepant websie for more information about he srvey

(v ede govnhames) We grealy appreciate your cocperaion.
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Cliares I Rothwell, M5, MBA
Acting Director
































