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Road to Retirement Study
Informed Consent

I am from the RAND Corporation, a not-for-profit research organization here in Washington, DC and I'll be facilitating our discussion today. The Department of Labor’s Employee Benefits Security Administration (EBSA) has contracted with RAND to undertake a long-term research study to better understand how people choose the investments in their retirement accounts. EBSA’s oversight ensures the security of the private-sector, employer-sponsored retirement, health and other workplace related benefits of American workers and their families.  This investigation will explore a set of research questions on retirement savings, investment, and drawdown behavior by conducting a study that tracks retirees and future retirees over an extended period.  Before we begin that study, we are first testing out the initial survey on a select number of workers with retirement plans to ensure that the questions are understood and that the flow of questions makes sense.

Your participation in this study is voluntary.  We’re interested in your opinions and whatever you have to say is fine with us.  There are no right or wrong answers. If there is a particular question you don’t want to answer, you don’t have to.  RAND will keep your answers completely private. The information you provide will be kept private and will be used for research purposes only.  RAND will not include your name in any summary reports. The session will be audio taped so that we make sure we capture the full discussion.  We will destroy all tapes at the end of the study. Please do not use your last name.  We do not anticipate any risks from participating in this interview session.

Are you OK with this session being tape recorded? [GET VERBAL CONSENT TO TAPE RECORD DISCUSSION. IF A PARTICIPANT DECIDES THAT S/HE DOES NOT WANT TO BE TAPED AND WANTS TO LEAVE, S/HE SHOULD STILL BE PAID THE FULL AMOUNT]

Your participation today is expected to take no more than an hour and a half.  Do you have any questions?  Do you agree to proceed with the discussion?  OBTAIN VERBAL CONSENT AND PROCEED.
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