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Dear Dr./Mr./Ms. Lastname:
We are writing to let you know of an important study sponsored by the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) of the U.S. Department of Education (ED) focused on the development and implementation of Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement Systems (TQRIS) under the Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) program. 
The RTT-ELC Descriptive Study of TQRIS will include all nine Round One RTT-ELC grantees. The first phase of the study, which is currently in process, is describing the components and indicators used in States’ TQRIS. 
The second phase of the study will examine the relationship between TQRIS ratings and child outcomes as measured by kindergarten entry assessments in two to three of the Phase One RTT-ELC states (or districts within those states). IES has contracted with Mathematica Policy Research to conduct this study, which will provide important information for states as they continue to develop and refine their TQRIS.  The enclosed information sheet provides more details. Your partnership and support are important to the success of the study. Public reporting burden for this phase of data collection is estimated to average eight hours per response. In accordance with The Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Part E, Section 183, all information collected will be used for research purposes only, and the researchers will not identify respondents to anyone outside the study team, except as permitted by law.
A member of the Mathematica research team will contact you soon to discuss the study and answer questions you may have about the process and your district’s participation. If you have any questions in the meantime, please contact the Project Director, Irma Perez-Johnson of Mathematica Policy Research at (609) 275-2339 or iperez-johnson@mathematica-mpr.com. You may also contact the IES project officer, Tracy Rimdzius at (202) 208-7154 or Tracy.Rimdzius@ed.gov. 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. We hope that this study will be a useful source of information for policymakers and educators.
Sincerely,
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Libby Doggett 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning Office of Elementary and Secondary Education/Office of Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education
Linda K. Smith 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Early Childhood Development
Administration for Children and Families
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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