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From: Steven Cook
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: OVERSIGHT OF NON-PROFITS
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:26:26 PM


I am writing to express my concern over the lack of oversight and equal application
of the law in regards to churches and other religious non-profit organizations.  


While I am in no way condemning those with a legitimate religious faith, many
religious organizations are quite simply getting away with fraud and financial
murder.  All non-profit groups should have the laws applied equally to them and
they should be subject the same scrutiny regardless of what their purported goals
are.


I request that your organization take the necessary measures to make the process
more equally applied by instituting the Freedom From Religion Foundation's
recommendations which are:


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious
organizations.


2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing the 990
to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


I also request that the IRS provide more oversight and investigate the Church of Scientology, which is
nothing less than an organized criminal enterprise masquerading as a religious non-profit.


Sincerely,


Steven Cook


Big Bear Lake, CA


cookstevecook@gmail.com
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From: SARAN MISKIMINS
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Fair treatment Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:21:20 PM


I want the IRS to stop privileging churches at public expense.


 


 


<!--[if !supportLists]-->1)     <!--[endif]-->Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be
equally enforced against religious organizations.


2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing
the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


  


<!--[endif]-->All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must
comply with or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right
to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The
privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability and scrutiny.


 


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


 


One in five Americans, according to a Pew Research Poll, acknowledges being atheist.  I believe that
the number is much higher.  I think many people asked that question may hedge their bets.  As a
taxpayer and an atheist, I demand parity from the IRS when overseeing 501(c)(3) organizations
regardless of their beliefs.


 


Thank you for reading and considering my arguments.


 


Saran Miskimins 
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From: David Lloyd Maron
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT RE FORM 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:31:41 PM


Dear Mr. Preston,


While I believe in freedom of religion, I firmly believe that religion should have no
preferential standing to 501(c) (3) agencies or organizations who also serve the public good.


In the issue of Form 990, so-called informational return, caring or social service agencies
which are not religious are being saddled with the burden of additional filings and
calculations.


Why? Are some do-gooders better than others?  If this information has any real value to the
IRS why are religious institutions not required to share theirs?  While some religious groups
are simply serving their flocks, others may have tangled webs of  real estate and other not-
so-godly investments.


This is preferential treatment, and has a bad odor. Is it possible that a future "Form 991"
might require less pious Christians to file forms that others do not?


It is a slippery slope, and I urge you to avoid it.


David Maron


DAVID LLOYD MARON / ARCHITECT, P.C.
130 Madison Avenue
New York, New York 10016
V: 212-889-1480 Fx: 212-889-2518
www.dlmaron.com
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From: Mark Flannery
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 - Comment
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:26:23 PM


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all 
other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any 
organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual 
notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Mark Flannery
Fullerton, CA
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From: Tony Morrison
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Please stop favoring churches over other non-profits
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:28:47 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim
to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are
claiming tax exemption. - See more at: http://ffrf.org/news/action/item/23948-ask-
irs-to-stop-favoring-churches-over-other-non-
profits#sthash.UAqTTxJv.Tpyc0S0v.dpuf


Robert Morrison
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From: Brooks Durham
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 - Comments to Form
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:21:56 PM


To Whom It May Concern:
 
As an attorney practicing primarily in the area of Federal taxation, I appreciate the opportunity to
provide comments regarding the ways to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the Form 990
information collected.
 
My comment relates to the exemption and privilege of churches.  All non-profit organizations should be
treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse a religious position or a secular position.  Currently
the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption.  Taxpayers,
who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation
and to review general financial disclosures.  The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
 
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
 
Thank you again for your time and consideration.
 
J. Brooks Durham
Mincey-Carter, PC
12221 Merit Drive, Suite 200
Dallas, Texas  75251
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From: Alice Rodgers
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Public Comment re Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:25:33 PM


Dear Ms. Preston:


I’m requesting that the IRS begin to require all churches to start filing a 990 return, 
much as all other organizations who claim non-profit exemptions.  


Not having churches file a 990 every year shields churches from accountability and 
amounts to favoritism towards religion.  Most importantly, organizations that claim 
they are religious organizations  (by internet certificate?) may be doing so to avoid 
taxes and inquiry into their activities, because claiming to be a religious group avoids 
all public transparency and accountability.  


Thank you,


Alice Rodgers and Larry Rodgers
1038 Highway 485
Jemez Pueblo, NM  87024
alicerodgers@windstream.net
575-834-1962



mailto:alicerodgers@windstream.net

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov

mailto:alicerodgers@windstream.net






From: J Gagnon
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Comment
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:37:57 PM


Ms Christie,


The IRS must stop it’s favored treatment of churches regarding mandatory filing of the Form 990 by 
non-profit organizations!   As a tax-payer, subsidizing all tax-exempt groups, I have a right to know 
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.   There must be 
accountability measures to come with the privilege of not being taxed.   


Sincerely, 


Jeffrey Gagnon
Louisville, KY
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From: Stuart Bechman
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Public Comments on Improving Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:29:14 PM


Dear Ms. Preston:


In regards to suggestions to improving filing of the annual Form 990 for non-profits, I would urge you to
terminate the special exemptions that religious organizations receive in regards to filing the form.


There is no valid secular reason for religious organizations to be treated any differently than other non-
profits, and in fact such special treatment goes against both Article VI and the First Amendment of the
US Constitution.  Congress and the media have documented gross abuses by religious leaders who
have made vast fortunes in their ministries on the backs of poor and desperate people without having
to report (or pay taxes on) any of it or otherwise being held accountable for their promises and
misdeeds.  As taxpayers, we are subsidizing these organizations.  Requiring them to report how they
make their fortunes and how they spend their ministry dollars is the very minimum that we should
expect of these non-profits, as we expect of all other US non-profits.


Thank you for your interest.


-Stuart Bechman
750 Tranquil Lane
Simi Valley, CA 93065
805-405-3929
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From: GregHancock1
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Commnet
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:24:59 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,
 
As a tax paying citizen of the United States I am appalled by the special treatment churches receive
from the government in regards to their not being required to file a form 990 in order to keep their
tax exempt status.  As a atheist I object to my tax dollars supporting religion of any form and in any
fashion.
 
I believe:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to
know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.


·         This is precisely the type of lack of oversight that allows for widespread abuse,
preying upon vulnerable populations, and fraud. It is time to tell the IRS to stop
privileging churches at public expense.


Best regards,
 
David


David Jones


 
'je suis charlie'
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From: chuck@makespaceweb.com on behalf of Chuck Burke
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: RE: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:31:39 PM


Christie,


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against
religious organizations.


2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption
from filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


Thank you!


Best regards,
 - Chuck Burke


Chuck Burke
Chief Operating Officer
c 502.552.3918
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From: Ross Flaven
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Concerns
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:16:24 PM


As is obvious at this juncture, evangelical religious organizations are deeply and vociferously
embedded in politics, at both local and national levels. As an atheist and life-long tax-paying
citizen, this is more than a minor irritant as I am subsidizing their existence via their tax-exempt
status.


Oh, how I wish the IRS would start enforcing and prosecuting these transparent violations of law –
but I’m not expecting much activity in that arena.


Instead, at least please begin enforcing and mandating religious entity completion and filing of form
990. It won’t keep them out of politics, unfortunately, but it will let taxpayers such as me see just
how corrupt their political endeavors are.


Thank you, and with regards,
 
 
Ross Flaven
Lafayette, CO


 
It  you think it’s expensive to hire a professional, wait until you hire an amateur. - Red Adair
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From: Bernstein, Leonard
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Re Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:13:34 PM


Dear Christie Preston:
 two suggested immediate changes:


It is noted that the IRS provides unequal treatment to secular non-profits and I would like the IRS to
limit the broad exemption granted to churches. Churches and religious organizations currently do not
even have to send a notice to the IRS that they are claiming a 990 filing exemption and any group that
claims it is religious avoids all public transparency and accountability.  It is this type of lack of oversight
that allows for widespread abuse, preying upon vulnerable populations, and fraud. It is time for the IRS
to stop privileging churches at public expense.


I suggest two changes:


1. Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious
organizations.
2. The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing the 990
to inform the IRS through a letter or other prescribed form.


Thank you your attention to this matter.


Leonard Bernstein, DMD, MPH


Leonard Bernstein, DMD, MPH
60 Babcock St., #95
Brookline, MA 02446-5920
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From: Charlotte Watson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Discrimination
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:24:00 PM


It has recently come to my attention that churches are exempt from the disclosure
requirements that all other 501c organizations must comply with.  How is this fair?  It
seems to me that any organization which reaps the benefit of not being taxed should be
required to be accountable to the public, without exception. 
 
Charlotte Watson
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From: John Dale
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Regarding form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:34:54 PM


Greetings;


Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced
against religious organizations.


The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming
exemption from filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or
via a prescribed form).


Sincerely,


John Dale
Spearfish, SD
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From: Rich
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comment
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:37:11 PM


Hello Ms. Preston,


I found out about this issue via the Freedom From Religion Foundation on facebook [
https://www.facebook.com/4ffrf/posts/10153766050664728 ].  Please note that I am
**not** actually a member of FFRF, but I do closely and regularly follow their posts on
facebook.  I am sending this email because they made me aware of this issue, but
**not** because they told me to do anything.  This is simply a cause which I
personally believe strongly in as, for me, it falls within the purview of "separation of
church and state."  Churches should be taxed and held accountable financially just
like any other organization according to the law with no special privileges allowed.  By
**not** holding churches financially accountable, it is too easy to potentially abuse the
system for personal financial gain, especially by any persons deeply integrated in or
reliant in any way upon the financial affairs of any church.


The following is copied and pasted from FFRF's suggested content [
http://ffrf.org/news/action/item/23948-ask-irs-to-stop-favoring-churches-over-other-
non-profits ], which they put a lot of time and thought into composing and which is
good enough for me...


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.
- See more at: http://ffrf.org/news/action/item/23948-ask-irs-to-stop-favoring-
churches-over-other-non-profits#sthash.UAqTTxJv.nL3IhgMj.dpuf


Thank you for your time and consideration.
________________


Richard Gerber
Marlton, NJ (08053)
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From: William Bateson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Regarding information collected on IRS Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:27:59 PM


The information collected on Form 990 helps to give the public valuable
insight into the funding, reach and operations of 501(c)(3) organizations.
There should be no difference in the filing requirement of religious and
secular organizations.  The IRS should require that all religious 501(c)(3)
organizations be required to file Form 990.   Both religious and secular
institutions claiming 501(c)(3) status should be rigorously audited; and the
results should be made public.  The giving public has a right to know.


Thank you
William Bateson
4427 Volta Pl  NW
Washington DC 20007
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From: Sam Stubblefield
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 exemptions for religious institutions
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:20:46 PM


I am writing to strongly encourage the IRS to remove the exemption of religious
organizations from the requirement of filing form 990s.  Form 990s are integral in
ensuring transparency and honesty in the privileged organizations who have non-
profit status.  


There have been multiple reports in the popular media of churches and their
representatives behaving poorly.  Consider the examples of Jimmy Swaggart, the
Bakers, and Reverend Dollar, who, while breaking no laws, requested $60M for the
purchase of a private jet.  A 990 from Reverend Dollar's organization would help his
potential donors better understand the pressing needs behind this request. Requiring
filing of a 990 would lend transparency to the multi-billion dollar enterprise of tax-
exempt religious institutions, would help uncover malfeasance more easily, and
possibly discourage bad behavior.  While completing 990s would be a burden on
these religious organizations, we expect this effort from other non-profits.  For the
sake of basic fairness, 990s should be required from all other 501(c)(3) groups.


Thank you for your time and consideration of this important matter


Sam Stubblefield
Wilmington, DE
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From: Barış Hasdemir
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Requesting equal treatment
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:22:32 PM


Dear Christie A. Preston,


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.


Sincerely,
Baris Hasdemir
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From: Anton Krilloff
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:38:39 PM


Dear Mr. Preston,


I would like to ask you for the following changes with regard to Form 990:


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against
religious organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption
from filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


Best regards,


Anton Krilloff
Staten Island, NY



mailto:professional.nyc@gmail.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: Jerry Williams
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Requiring Actions that Support Merging of Church and State!
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:16:10 PM


Dear IRS:


Allowing churches and/or other types of
religious organizations or entities to NOT
submit the Form 990 while all other Non-
profits must submit it merely because they
are NOT religious is NOT Constitutional!


How can you conscientiously justify such
an action?


I love my country. I, Jerry, served it for
close to 40 years, but not to have such
things as this exist!


Please straighten this out and leave
religion in its place as an individual
matter of personal conscience.


Jerry R. Williams and
Sonja M. Williams
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From: Craig Gee
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:28:28 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I will not bore you with a long winded letter about form 990. I will just say this, it is way past time to
allow religious organizations any exemptions that other non profit organizations do not receive. In the
name of fairness and transparency, I ask that all non profit organizations be treated equally. We can no
longer tolerate a double standard in this country that favors one group over another. Exemptions for all
or none.


Thank you.


Craig Gee
7430 S. Cork Ave.
Justice, IL. 60458
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From: Regina Miller-Fierke
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:18:42 PM


Dear Christie Preston,


As a secular citizen who regularly donates and volunteers with various organizations, I find it very
frustrating that religious non-profits (If that can truly be said to be the case) are favorably treated over
secular non-profits.  All non-profit organizations should be treated equally no matter what (or lack of)
religious position they espouse.  It is unfair for the IRS to single out churches for privileged treatment
by exempting them from the disclosure requirements that other 501c(3) organizations have to comply
with in order to maintain their exemption.  Taxpayers have a right to know what is exempt and what
they are subsidizing and to be able to review general financial disclosures.  There must be some
accountability for the privilege of not being taxed.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501c(3) groups.


Thank you,
Regina Miller-Fierke
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From: Jeffrey Herrmann
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:26:54 PM


Exempting churches and other religious organizations from filing a Form 990 while requiring
nonreligious organizations to do so is a clear violation of the Establishment Clause of the First
Amendment. This IRS practice is unsupportable and must be stopped.


Jeffrey Herrmann


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Frederick Knauss
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Tax Exempt Status for Religious and Secular Organizations
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:14:51 PM


Please treat both the same, either require both to file the IRS from 990 or exempt both from the
filing.
 
Frederick E. Knauss
1396 Terrace Way
Laguna Beach, California 92651
FKnauss@cox.net
(949) 715-2119 H
(949) 698-2610 C
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From: Nancy Hallo MD
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:18:22 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


Our founding fathers made separation of church and state part of our Constitution
and for a good reason. By allowing our churches to be tax-exempt and making
everyonesubsidize these churches is unconstitutional. Please take action!


Nancy A Hallo, M. D.


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Kirvin Satterwhite
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:24:12 PM


Mr Christie


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you for your consideration.


Kirvin Satterwhite 
Palm Springs, CA


Sent from my iPad
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From: brant foehl
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: please stop Church preference over other non-profit groups
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:15:07 PM


Hello Christie,


Separation of church and state is a major issue amongst all citizens today, and one
that is rapidly becoming radicalized by the likes of Ted Cruz, Kim Dawson and others
of the Christian denomination feeling threatened by free thought. I am greatly
disturbed that I am unconsciously supporting groups through tax dollars, are intent
on denying basic constitutional rights to it's citizens, and promoting ideological
agendas that are only applicable to some, and hugely alienating to others like
myself. As a voting, educated and compassionate atheist I feel a level-playing field
regarding non-profit organizations must be exercised and defended by our
government. I have included my own opinion, as well as cutting and pasting the
below to ensure my concerns are applied to the correct fields.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.


Thank you for your time,


Brant Foehl
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From: Mike Lawrence
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:19:55 PM


It is my firm belief that NO non-government organization should be exempt from
taxes.  I understand, of course, that the U.S. Congress disagrees.  However, NO
non-governmental organization, religious or otherwise, should be exempt without
requesting such exemption via a standard form.  All organizations requesting
exemption should be considered equally. 
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From: Brian Lehnhoff
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:16:03 PM


The current tax system unfairly favors religious non-profit organizations, over all
non-religious non-profit organizations.  Why does claiming that an institution is
religious, exempt that organization from having to disclose their tax-exempt
finances?  This is unfair to all non-religious non-profits, it also undermines the ability
of taxpayers to keep track of how their money is being spent.  A slightly less visible
problem with this policy is that it encourages anyone running a non-profit to say it's
a religious institution, just to avoid the government oversight.  This must change,
please hold churches to the same standards as other 501(c)(3) groups.
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From: Matthew Sypherd
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:15:37 PM


Thank you for reading this.


The current state of religious organization special treatment provides an unacceptable lack of oversight 
on specific organizations who receive tax exemption.  This unfair benefit should be removed.  Religious 
organizations do not deserve any special treatment from the IRS beyond what a standard 501(c)(3) 
organizations have. 


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse a secular or 
religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them 
from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their 
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are 
exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed 
must come with some fair and reasonable measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.


Thank you for your consideration,


Matthew Sypherd
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From: Ginny Underwood
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:18:47 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally.  Churches are violating the very basis for their
exemption - staying out of government - across the nation.  Look at the 'religious' laws passed against
women's healthcare!  Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against


religious organizations.


Better yet, be honest and tax them.
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From: Joel Johnson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:15:21 PM


Giving religious organizations special treatment not afforded other non-profits is unfair and
harmful.  Require equal enforcement. 


-- 


www.sixpanel.us
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From: Tim Hale
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: AGAINST: Special treatment for religious organizations
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:36:02 PM


Hello,


As a US citizen and taxpayer, I am concerned that religious groups such as churches
are receiving special treatment when it comes to IRS requirements.  I believe that
all non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability. 


I am also concerned that many religious organizations, especially pastors who spend
millions of dollars on planes, palatial residences, jewelry, etc, and megachurches with
bowling alleys, big gymasiums, rental properties and investments, etc. are abusing
the tax system and should be taxed as the corporations they really are.  Non-religious
non profits organizations would never be allowed to get away with these obvious tax
evasions.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Regards,
Tim Hale


-- 
TIM HALE
Vice President - Consulting Services


Adaptik Corporation
1495 Valley Center Parkway
Suite 350
Bethlehem, PA 18017


O | 800.306.1062 x1217
M | 214.695.3787
E | thale@adaptik.com


Follow us on Twitter: @adaptik 
Read our blog: adaptik.com/blog
Visit our website: www.adaptik.com


The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information. It is
intended only for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly
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prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy
all copies of the original message. To reply to our email administrator directly, please send an email
to postmaster@adaptik.com.
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From: Marin Zeyen
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:34:54 PM


By allowing churches to remain tax exempt separation of church and state is
violated. It is a clear benefit handed to them by current tax laws. At the VERY least
churches should have to follow the same standards as any other tax exempt
organization by filing the proper forms and displaying financial transparency.


Thank you for your attention on this matter.


Marin Zeyen 
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From: Mark Goldberg
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment Request for Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:15:53 PM


                                                                                         September 11, 2015
To Whom it May Concern:
I am writing in response to the request for comment on the 990 filing requirement for
certain non-profits by the Internal Revenue Service and the Treasury Department. I write for myself nd 
my husband Christopher E. Smith.


We understand that the IRS and Treasury Department have asked whether the
collection of 990 information “is necessary for the proper performance of the functions
of the [IRS],” including whether the information has “practical utility.” The IRS and
Treasury Department have also asked for “ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity” of the 990 information collected. we agree with the Freedom From Religion Foundation on its
salient points on this topic! 


Allowing churches and related church groups to enter political action yet remained untaxed is a form of
tyranny and illegal under many laws further pacing unequal treatment 
and the burden on secular non-profits. While the IRS places significant burdens on educational and
charitable non-profit
organizations, churches are exempt from reporting requirements. The organizations
that do the most good and provide concrete benefits to society have to spend significant
resources to prepare and submit 990 informational returns. At the same time, churches
and religious organizations evade even minimal reporting requirements.
All other groups must file “an annual return, stating specifically the items of gross
income, receipts, and disbursements, and such other information for the purpose of
carrying out the internal revenue laws as the Secretary may by forms or regulations
prescribe.” 26 U.S.C. §6033(a)(1). Churches and religious organizations are exempt
from these requirements. This discrepancy amounts to a governmental advancement
and endorsement of religion, specifically churches, over nonreligion.


Requiring all other 501(c)(3) groups to file 990 returns, while religious organizations are
exempt by default, means churches are given special, favored status. It is well settled
that religion must not be treated more favorably than non-religion. See County of
Allegheny v. American Civil Liberties Union Greater Pittsburgh Chapter, 492 U.S. 573,
592 (1989); See also Engel v. Vitale, 370 U.S. 421, 436 (1962); Wallace v. Jaffree, 472
U.S., 38, 60; Edwards v. Aguillard, 482 U.S. 578, 593 (1987); School Dist. of Grand
Rapids v. Ball, 473 U.S. 373, 389–392 (1985); Texas Monthly, Inc. v. Bullock, 489 U.S. 1,
17 (1989); Abington School District v. Schempp, 374 U.S. 203, 305 (1963) (Goldberg, J.,
concurring) (“The fullest realization of true religious liberty requires that government ...
effect no favoritism among sects or between religion and nonreligion”).
The unequal treatment by the IRS of secular 501(c)(3) organizations is not just limited
to the 990. These organizations also must file Form 1023 and pay onerous one-time fees
just for the privilege of applying for non-profit status. Churches are exempt. This
disparate treatment puts major barriers in the way of numerous education and
charitable organizations.


Recommendation: The IRS’s oversight over 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally
enforced to satisfy the First Amendment. As it stands, any IRS enforcement of 990
informational return requirements against secular 501(c)(3) groups would violate the
Establishment Clause of the First Amendment as well as the Equal Protection Clause of
the Fourteenth Amendment.
990 exemptions granted to churches are overinclusive
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The IRS is given the responsibility of enforcing the tax laws of this country. It relies
heavily on information provided in the annual Form 990. The IRS would afford greater
protection to the public by limiting exemptions to the 990 filing requirement to the
fewest entities possible. Construing statutory exemptions for churches in a narrow
fashion not only allows the IRS to do its job, it will put all those taking unlawful
advantage of this system on notice.


There is a serious risk that people will take advantage of any regulatory vacuum that
exists for personal gain. Those who are less scrupulous seek out gaps and exploit gaps
in the law. The loophole for churches is an easy means to abuse the tax system. The
threat of enforcement, the simple knowledge that someone is watching, is often enough
to curb illegal activity. 


This has occurred numerous times! 


This lack of oversight and accountability not only discriminates against non-church
non-profits, but encourages precisely the kind of scams and crime that the IRS seeks to
stop and prevent. It encourages predators, con artists, and those who, in the name of
religion, would prey on the most devout. “Church status” should not be a camouflage or
cover for religiously themed scams. If Rev. Jim Jones and his ministry had been
required to account for the donations, armaments, and government payment for foster
children, etc., it could well have averted the Jonestown massacre. Only religious
ministries are granted the ability to evade accountability for their tax-exempt donations.


But generally, the danger is simpler: Where public subsidy goes, public accountability
should follow. Tax exemption is a privilege and an enormous benefit, subsidized by the
public. Any group that seeks and maintains tax-exemption should not only be required
to account to the public for this subsidy, but should be delighted to fill out such a form.
The inaptly and ironically named Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability, and
many other religious organizations, instead argue for ever more privilege and ever less
public accountability. Notably, an ECFA commission is lobbying Congress for the right
of churches, which are already failing to report to the public on their tax-exempt
finances, to engage in partisan politicking from the pulpit while retaining tax exemption
—setting up a scenario that would make Citizens United look like child’s play. Such
action would turn churches into political money-laundering operations, with absolutely
no public accountability for tax-exempt donations used for partisan political purposes,
since churches are exempt from filing regulations.


The IRS is complicit in allowing abuse of the church exemption to the 990 filing
requirement. It seems that the IRS has given little attention to entities that proclaim
they are churches and do not file Form 990, but are not actually “churches, their
integrated auxiliaries, and conventions or associations of churches” or are “the
exclusively religious activities of any religious order.” Because of lacking accountability
measures, the public has no means to verify what organizations would even claim
church status.


Recommendation: The IRS should at least implement a bare bones process
requiring entities claiming exemption from the 990 filing requirement to inform the
IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form). This would be similar to federal
regulations requiring employers to notify the government if they seek exemption from
contraceptive coverage requirements under the Affordable Care Act.
The IRS may implement administrative regulations that impact
entities claiming to be religious non-profits
Administrative regulations that apply to religious entities are both sound and
constitutionally permissible. Because organizations claiming to be religious have never
been required to comply with any tax accountability measures, it can be expected that
they will oppose any changes to the Internal Revenue Code. While this opposition may







be expected, as a legal matter, it is settled that the IRS may require religious entities
receiving tax-exempt status to follow administrative procedures.
Tax exemption is a privilege, not a right. Strings can be attached to that privilege
without violating the Constitution. See, e.g., Murdoch v. Pennsylvania, 319 U.S. 105,
130 (1943); Walz v. Tax Comm’n, 397 U.S. 664 (1970); Bob Jones Univ v. United States,
461 U.S. 574 (1983); Texas Monthly, Inc. v. Bullock, 489 U.S. 1 (1989); Jimmy
Swaggert Ministries v. Bd. of Equalization, 493 U.S. 378 (1990). In Jimmy Swaggert
Ministries, the Supreme Court specifically stated that the Free Exercise Clause does not
require governments to exempt churches from generally applicable taxes. 493 U.S. at


392. Similarly, requiring all 501(c)(3) organizations, including churches, to either fill out
Form 990 or inform the IRS of a claimed exemption, is constitutional.
Government regulation of the purely non-religious aspects of a religious organization
has never been held to violate the Lemon test. For instance, in Troy and Susan Alamo
Found. v. Secretary of Labor, the Court considered whether the Fair Labor Standards
Act (FLSA) – which required religious organizations to keep and disclose records “of …
persons employed…[along with] their wages, [and] hours” constituted excessive
entanglement. 471 U.S. 290, 305 (1985). Such requirements, the Court found, “do not
pose an intolerable risk of government entanglement with religion” 


Id est: The Establishment Clause, they continued, “does not exempt religious organizations from
such secular governmental activity as fire inspections and building and zoning
regulations…and the recordkeeping requirements of the [FLSA], while perhaps more
burdensome in terms of paperwork, are not significantly more intrusive into religious
affairs.” Id.The “burden” placed on churches by requiring the filing of a Form 990 or notice of
claimed exemption is both minimal and justified. If the payment of a generally
applicable tax “imposes no constitutionally significant burden” on religion, than it can
hardly be said that gathering tax information is a substantial burden. Jimmy Swaggert
Ministries 493 U.S. at 392. “Even a substantial burden would be justified by the ‘broad
public interest in maintaining a sound tax system’ free of ‘myriad exceptions flowing
from a wide variety of religious beliefs.’” Hernandez v. Comm’r, 490 U.S. 680, 699-700
(1989)(quoting United States v. Lee, 455 U.S. 252, 260 (1982).) The true burden will be
on illegal operations. Lawful churches would have to minimally report that they are
claiming an exemption or file a 990 Form that all other non-profits must complete on an
annual basis.


SO, IN CONCLUSION
The IRS needs to take a broad view when examining requirements that force only some
non-profits to file costly and burdensome 990 informational returns. While the ultimate
solution is for Congress to take notice and make legislative changes, the IRS must not
continue to discriminate against secular non-profits. A more complete examination of
the 990 return requires the IRS to start treating all non-profits the same. At a minimum,
the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations exempt
from 990 filing requirements to file an annual notice with the IRS that they exist and are
claiming the exemption. Ultimately, FFRF and its members look forward to the day
when our government stops discriminating against secular non-profit organizations.
Respectfully, Sincerely,


Mark H. Goldberg and Christopher Smith








From: Kim Breeding
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment Request for Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:24:57 PM


Good afternoon,


I am writing in response to your call for public comment.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether or not they espouse a religious
position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are
subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. 


Any group that claims it is religious avoids all public transparency and accountability. This is precisely the type of
lack of oversight that allows for widespread abuse, preying upon vulnerable populations, and fraud. The privilege
of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability. 


I understand there are concerns with the burden of this process but remain firm in my opinion. However, the true
win-win scenario would be if religious entities were NOT allowed the option to be tax exempt at all. Where I live
in the South, there seems to be a church on literally every corner. Make no mistake, churches ARE businesses.
They should be taxed as such. If their congregation believes in their mission, then the collection plate should be
all the funding they require. I prefer my tax dollars went towards other issues.


Thank you.


- Mrs. Breeding-Mercer
Chesapeake, VA
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From: Stephen Chadwick
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:13:15 PM


Dear Christie Preston,
 
I would like to beg the IRS to start treating Form 990 in the following manner. I came from
a church that unrightfully took people’s money and didn’t use it for their followers. The
pastor kept it and had 4 cars and a 6 bedroom house. I beg that this kind of non-sense
stops. It’s not fair or right. I ask that:
 
 All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse
an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out the churches for
privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c )
( 3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are
subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entitles are exempt from
taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must
come with some measures of accountability.
 
 Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c ) ( 3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organization that claims to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
 
Respectfully,
 
Stephen Chadwick


-- 


This message and any attachments are solely for the use of intended recipients.
They may contain privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you received this email in error, and
that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this email and any
attachment is strictly prohibited. If you receive this email in error please contact the
sender and delete the message and any attachments associated therewith from your
computer. Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated.
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From: Joe Stampf
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment for Form 990 and Related Schedules
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:31:22 PM


stop favoring churches over other non-profits
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you,


Joe Stampf
50 Dekalb Ave
White Plains, NY 10605
914-287-7360
(private individual)
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From: Ex Clogtowner
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:34:42 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Steve Alfred, 2236, Jackson St. Apt.9 Hollywood, FL 33020
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From: Mark Lively
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment on Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:15:13 PM


Internal Revenue Service
Attn: Christie A. Preston
1111 Constitution Avenue NW, Rm 6129
Washington, DC 20224


Ms. Preston:
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of
whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently
the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them
from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must
comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from
taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not
being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Immediate changes needed:


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced
against religious organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming
exemption from filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a
prescribed form).


Thank you,


Mark Lively
817.773.0888
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From: Diana Gale Matthiesen
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:34:25 PM


At the very least, churches should have to be as transparent in their finances
as secular non-profits.  Otherwise, it's special treatment for religion, which
is unfair to the secular.  In fact, not having to pay taxes is special treatment
for religion, which loss of revenue the rest of us have to make up for.  It's
time religion got equal treatment under the law and paid taxes.


Diana Gale Matthiesen
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From: Steve Singkofer
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment on IRS Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:18:23 PM


Dear Ms. Preston –
 
I am writing to comment on Form 990 as it regards religious non-profit organizations.
 
For far too long, churches and religious organizations have been exempt from basic information
gathering – which I’m sure they would view as interference – by the Internal Revenue Service and
other governmental entities.
 
Secular and religious non-profit organizations should be treated equally. To do otherwise implies
that religious organizations are somehow better than, and should therefore have privileges than,
secular non-profit organizations. This privileged treatment must end. If churches and other
religious organizations refuse to comply with the minimal requirements that all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, they should lose their exemption. That’s what would happen to
secular non-profit organizations.
 
As taxpayers, we have a right to know which organizations are exempt from taxation and which are
not. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability. Please
make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum,
the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations to file an annual
notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
 
Thank you.
 
 
Steve Singkofer
Tucson, AZ
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From: Sheila Mcsporran
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:32:00 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Sheila Aldred, PO Box 215, Blanca, CO 81123
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From: edkort@aol.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment re form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:17:53 PM


Attn: Christie A. Preston
 
Dear Ms. Preston:
 
With respect to Form 990, I feel very strongly that the law should be applied equally to all religious and
secular non-profit organizations.
 
It is unacceptable that churches may choose to exempt themselves from filing form 990, without even
having to inform the Internal Revenue Service that they are doing so.
 
Abuse by some churches makes it imperative that they be monitored as closely as any other
organization.
 
Sincerely,
Edward Kort
8 Charles Lane
New Paltz, NY 12561
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From: mrsashleyarroyo@gmail.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:31:57 PM


To whom it may concern,


Please take my beliefs into consideration.  It is my belief that ALL non-profit organizations should be
treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently
the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers,
who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation
and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.


Thank you for your time.


Ashley Arroyo
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From: Ken Moore
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:31:44 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,
 
I want to voice my concerns about churches and religious groups being exempt from
filing Form 990. There is absolutely no reason why a 501(c)(3)  organization should be able
to completely avoid any IRS oversight by simply declaring itself to be a church! ALL tax-
exempt 501(c)(3) organizations should have to play by the same rules, as they are all
effectively subsidized by taxpayers. Please incorporate the same fair standard and make
churches file the same Form 990 as all other 501(c)(3)  groups do.
 
Thank you,
 
Ken Moore
101 Taylor Ave. N. Unit 901
Seattle, WA 98109
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From: Daniel Grasso
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments - Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:39:16 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position.  


Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them
from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with,
or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a
right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.


Thank you,


Daniel Grasso
6308 Rory Ct.
Lanham  MD   20706
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From: Edgar Williams
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:30:19 PM


Please stop the special treatment of religious organization by the IRS:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you.


Edgar W. Williams
Ormond Beach, FL 32176
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From: Robbie Van Gorkom
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments about Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:33:12 PM


Filing of Form 990 is crucial for public oversight of non-profit organizations. It is a
requirement of having a special "non-profit" status in the USA.


Sadly however, simply by calling oneself a "Church", the organization is exempt from
filing the form and protected from public oversight. It's ludicrous how easy it is to
hide funds and not pay taxes simply by claiming an organization is a church. 


Take a look at John Oliver's segment on televangelists. Not only did he call out the
FCC, he also called out the IRS. His group created a "Church", made false claims
and in no way need to disclose their funding or how that money is spent.


At the very least, Form 990 should be required by Churches simply to prevent the
bad apples from ruining things for everybody else. Which many are doing right now!


Cheers!
Robbie
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From: Ashley Arroyo
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:29:45 PM


It is my belief that ALL non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must
comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right
to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The
privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
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From: Steve Paul
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on Form 990 request for public comment
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:33:34 PM


The United States government is secular.  The establishment clause of the
constitution states this quite clearly.  As such, maintaining a separate set of rules
(and more favorable rules at that) for a religious non-profit as opposed to a secular
non-profit is discriminatory to non-religious organizations.  I am not asking that non-
profits be abolished (though I think the regulation and oversight of non-profits needs
serious scrutiny).  I am simply asking that all non-profits be treated identically,
regardless of their religious affiliation or lack thereof.


Thank you for your time.  


Steve
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From: John Wolfer
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:21:13 PM


Greetings,


As per your request for comments regarding the IRS form 990 and related schedules.
It is my contention and that of many others, that religious organizations have no
special constitutional right to exemption from taxes, and that granting them such
exemptions to filing the same tax forms as other "non-profits" is in violation of the 1st
amendment of the U.S. Constitution.


Please Note:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you for your consideration.


Regards,


John D. Wolfer
Venice, FL
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From: Richard Morgan
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:39:16 PM


All non-profits must be treated equally.  No religious exemptions for any IRS documentation.  Religious
exemption violates fair treatment under the law for all contained within the Constitution.  Freedom of
religion does not allow for the hiding of financial operations not religious in nature from taxation.  End
this discrimination by the IRS immediately.


Richard Morgan
3303 Racine, #202
Bellingham, WA 98226
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From: Scott W
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:32:25 PM


To whom it may concern:


Current IRS policy singles out churches for special treatment by way of exception from the
disclosure requirements and all other 501(c)(3) organizations.  Taxpayers, who in the
interest of the common good, collectively have allowed non-profits to be tax exempt, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. Organizations that seek to hide fiduciary impropriety may escape accountability
by self-electing classifications as a church.  The privilege of not being taxed must come with
some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Sincerely,
Scott Weitzel
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From: Greg Wert
To: Preston Christie A; Greg Wert
Subject: Governmental preference for religious organizations
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:34:14 PM


Ms. Preston:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.


Thank you,


Greg Wert
13 Beacon Drive
Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
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From: Timothy Ball
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments re Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:36:43 PM


                        Dear Ms. Preston,
                        I find it outrageous that religious organizations are exempt from filing a 990PF or
report any financial information to the IRS,
            even though religious organizations can and have abused their exemptions. All non-profit
organizations should be treated equally,
            regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the
IRS singles out churches for privileged
            treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption.
            Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are
exempt from taxation and to review general
            financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability. Please make churches conform
            to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should
require any organizations that claim to be religious
            organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               


                                Thank you for your consideration,
                                                                                                                                                                               


                                                                                    S. Timothy Ball
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From: Ken Kelley
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:35:45 PM


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this form and the subsidization of tax-exempt
organizations associated with it.
 
I find it disappointing and alarming that churches are automatically exempted from
completing this form and submitting to this requirement under federal law. This
discrepancy shields churches from accountability and amounts to government favoritism
toward religion, especially in a period where church sponsored and endorsed political
action is rampant. My preferred position is that no tax-exempt status be awarded to any
religious organization; lacking that, religious organizations should file this form to gain that
economic benefit.
 
Sincerely,
 
George Kelley
Cary NC  27513
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From: Tim Leslie
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments regarding Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:33:13 PM


Internal Revenue Service
Attn: Christie A. Preston
1111 Constitution Avenue NW, Rm 6129
Washington, DC 20224


Dear Ms. Preston,


I would like to make a comment about the Form 990.


I strongly believe that all non-profit organizations should be treated equally. The IRS
currently grants privileged treatment to churches and religious organizations by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements with which all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply. As a taxpayer who is helping to subsidize tax-exempt
groups, I believe that I have a right to know which entities are exempt from taxation
and to review general financial disclosures from those entities. I am requesting that
the IRS immediately revoke this privileged treatment.


Thank you for considering my viewpoint.


Regards,


- Tim Leslie, 1320 NW Hillcrest Dr., Corvallis, Ore. 97330
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From: Gloria Cingano
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS favoritism of churches over non-profit organizations
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:37:11 PM


I am a member the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) whose purpose is to protect the
constitutional principle of the separation of state and church and to educate the public about
nontheism.


I believe all non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment
by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply
with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not
being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption


    1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious
organizations.


    2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing the
990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form.


The current situation is a burden on non-theistic organizations and shows a definite favoritism on behalf
of religious groups. It is past time to correct this onerous situation.


Thank you.


Gloria Cingano
Imperial, Missouri
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From: somnium
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments regarding Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:33:36 PM


Christie,


Please consider the following comments regarding Form 990:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse a secular or religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right
to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations
that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS
that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you for your time,
Jack Lockhart
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From: Lewis Goodwin
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS, Please stop favoring churches over other non-profits - Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:30:52 PM


Please consider that:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.


Thank you!


Have A Great Day!  <©¿©> Lewis Goodwin
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From: Carlos Leon
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Non profit exemption
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:34:04 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability. Please make churches conform to the same
IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations
that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.
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From: Larry Holland
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments relating to IRS Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:24:04 PM


Dear Christie Preston (IRS):
I would like to comment to you on the RIS giving favoritism to any organization
claiming to be religious over secular non-profit organizations.


I think it only makes logical and legal sense for all non-profit organizations to be treated equally,
regardless of whether they espouse a religious position or a non-religious position. The IRS currently
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all
other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are
subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to
review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures
of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


It is only right that IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations be equally enforced against religious
organizations.


Thank you for your consideration in this regard.
Sincerely,
Laurence E. Holland
Watervliet, Michigan
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From: colleenflorida
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Non. Profit
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:16:32 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position.
Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all  other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with
some measures of accountability. Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all  other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption. - See more at: http://ffrf.org/news/action/item/23948-ask-irs-to-stop-favoring-churches-over-other-
non-profits#.dpuf


Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device
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From: Cleo Kocol
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:37:53 PM


I believe in equal treatment of all people and organizations.  But I believe I, and the almost
twenty-five percent of Americans who do not belong to a church, are being discriminated
against.  As a non-theist, I have throughout my life seen this inequality but haven't spoken
up before.  Now that I am nearing 89 years, it's time for my voice to be heard. I believe
strongly that any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against
religious organizations.  We are a country that separates church and state, but somehow
we have not been zealous in making sure that religious organizations do their fair share. 
Today, churches and religious organizations do not even have to send a notice to the IRS
that they are claiming a 990 filing exemption! Thus they avoid all public accountability. 
This is certainly not fair.   
 
Cleo Kocol
7309 Goose Meadows Way
Roseville, CA 95747
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