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From: Taylor Holliday
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Regarding Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:57:12 PM


I am a 60 year-old family physician, and I appreciate your appeal for comments
about gathering information regarding tax-exempt organizations.  Although I was a
member of a church for many years, I am not now.  I am involved in other
charitable, tax-exempt organizations, and I would request more fairness.  The rules
are very different for non-religious vs. religious organizations, and this appears to be
flagrantly unfair and biased toward religion and religious people.  This is not
representative of a secular democracy such as ours.  Please try to take steps to even
the playing field and treat all types of non-profit organizations the same.


Thank you,


Taylor D. Holliday, M.D.



mailto:tdholliday77@gmail.com
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From: Johnsrud
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comment
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:47:39 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of
whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position.
Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who
are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities
are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations
that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with
the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you for considering my comment.


--- Alan E. Johnsrud; 1319 S. Randolph St.; Arlington, VA 22204



mailto:aejohns@erols.com
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From: aislingacres@gmail.com on behalf of Michelle Sayre
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Stop favoring churches over other non-profits
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:36:24 PM


 All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption. 


Sincerely,
Michelle Sayre



mailto:aislingacres@gmail.com
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From: charles griner
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comment
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:30:26 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I have watched the  economic deterioration of my hometown of scranton pa. My entire life, and
watched it accelerate in recent decades. Businesses leave and the city loses its tax base. Public services
fail, streets are not maintained, whole city blocks go empty. But the local university is thriving and
buying up as much vacant property as possible, and paying no taxes on its purchases. The university is
owned by a church, which takes in millions of dollars while feeding nothing back to the local treasury.
This is so wrong! The church may be technically a nonprofit, but they are a huge business!


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, and churches should not be an exception,
particularly by extension their university systems. Currently the IRS singles out churches and their
universities for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other
501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Thank you for your attention,


Charles griner



mailto:mgbsc2@me.com
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From: Beth Tuura
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Stop favoring churches over other non-profits
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 6:42:33 PM


Ms. Preston,


 As part of the American LGBT community I am frequently attacked from the pulpit
and from the right wing extremists who are profiting from my tax subsidies. Why do
churches get a free pass when it comes to reporting their "free" money? I'm tired of
it. With this exemption they are able to finance what I consider to be domestic
terrorism: attacking LGBT and women's health care. 
Religious organizations are allowed to basically launder money while the IRS looks
away. Religious Freedom should not mean Religious Exemption. Please take a stand
IRS and make churches conform to the same requirements of other 501(c)(3)
groups. Make them accountable or better yet, take away the exemption for ALL
churches. Tax money was not meant to fund hate speech.
Thank you
Elizabeth Tuura
Orlando, FL  32812



mailto:btuura@gmail.com
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From: Neil Stahl
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 for Tax Exemption
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 6:44:45 PM


Dear Ms. Preston:
It is way past time that secular and religious institutions be treated the same.  Religious institutions
have shown they can be quite political so they should not, indeed must not be exempted from reporting
their finances and activities to the same degree of detail secular institutions must.


As a tax-payer I have an interest in the non-taxed institutions all being held to the same standard.


Thank you for your attention,
Neil Stahl
431 Ridgefield Rd.
Chapel Hill, NC
27517



mailto:nstahlgm@gmail.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: NateAtLW
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Tax exempt churches
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:56:44 PM


Tax the churches!



mailto:nate@loudounwrestling.com
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From: Robert R Young
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 rules for religious groups
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:10:23 PM


Please insure that the new rules for non-profits include similar requirements for
except religious groups.  They should at least have to file the basic form listing
their paid officers.  


Thank you.


Robert R. Young
224 Herr St.
Harrisburg PA  17103
youngbob2@aol.com
 



mailto:youngbob2@aol.com
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From: Taylor Taylor
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Tax the Churches
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:33:06 PM


IRS
Attn:  Christie A Preston
1111 Constitution Ave NW, RM 6129
Washington, DC 20224


Dear Ms Preston,


I write today to ask you to stop giving churches a pass.  Religious organizations have 
benefited from the general Americana taxpayer long enough.  There is a sufficient portion of 
the population that do not think just because one is superstitious and does not believe in 
science that they should have special status.


Churches are no different that any other 501(c)(3) group.  The tax burden that is shifted to the 
rest of us is unfair.


The state should not support religion, and providing special tax status is certainly 
“supporting” the ability of gigantic mega-churches to avoid over 140 million dollars of tax 
revenue that would otherwise go to the City of Houston.  Except that these Houston churches 
are tax free.


Be a part of a certain future, Ms Preston.  Let’s tax the churches.  Let’s do it now.


Sincerely,


T. R. Taylor
Humanist Citizen
1102 W Forest Ave
Shoreacres, TX 77571



mailto:blastboss@icloud.com
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From: Cheryl Wachel
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:00:02 PM


I respectfully request that the IRS refrain from giving churches exemptions over other non-profit
organizations, by allowing churches to not have to file Form 990.


In fact, the IRS should begin requiring this form of all churches. In light of the extravagant lifestyle of
the leaders of many of the so called Mega churches, I am of the opinion that tax exempt status should
be revoked in many cases.


Cheryl Wachel


Sent from my iPad



mailto:cherie.wachel@gmail.com
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From: Clara Kahle
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Treat non-profits equally
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 4:27:12 PM


Dear Ms Preston:
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an 
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged 
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations 
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, 
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial 
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a 
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file 
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you,
Clara Kahle
Manistee MI 49660



mailto:claravargo@gmail.com
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From: Ron Rose
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:08:28 PM


Hello,


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an secular position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all
other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they
are claiming tax exemption.


Federal monies are received by these organizations via the faith based initiative
begun by President Bush and continued under President Obama. The public has a
vested interest in knowing how these monies are being spent.


Thank you.


Ronald Rose 
621 Sally Lane S Unit 6
Clearwater FL 33756
727-267-8006
ronjrose@gmail.com



mailto:ronjrose@gmail.com
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From: writsoon@earthlink.net
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Why does the name "Church" get special treatment???
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 7:30:23 PM


Please consider that all non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for
privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt
groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please correct this inequity and make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
Thank You, Anna Alldredge, Birmingham, AL
 



mailto:writsoon@earthlink.net

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: Dave Mehringer
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 4:52:40 PM


Dear Christie Preston
I am writing in regard to the request for comment on the 990 filing requirement for
certain non-profits by the Internal Revenue Service and the Treasury Department. In
my opinion, all non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of
whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption. 
Sincerely
David Mehringer, PhD



mailto:davemehringer@gmail.com
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From: Hugh Cochran
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990 reporting
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 6:29:30 PM


In order to BE FAIR, all organizations filing for tax exemption as 501c (3) should have to show why.  At
the very least, all religious organizations requesting tax exemption should explain why they deserve the
status.  I firmly believe that EVERYONE should pay their fair share.  Period.  That includes every “sect”
considering themselves religions.  If the IRS continues to offer them exemptions,  the reasons why
should be PUBLIC RECORD.  Thank you.


Hugh Cochran
355 Santa Clara Avenue
Eugene, OR. 97404



mailto:hughc1937@gmail.com
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From: Jerome Rickert
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 4:48:46 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an 
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged 
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations 
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, 
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial 
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a 
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file 
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thanks in advance for uor time.


Jerry



mailto:jprbem@me.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: barb kusko
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 4:00:42 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,
 


All  non-profit  organizations should be treated equally,  regardless of whether  they espouse an atheist position, or  a  religious position.
Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment  by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all  other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or  lose their exemption.  Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,  have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general  financial  disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with  some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all  other 501(c)(3) groups.  At a  minimum, the IRS should require
any organizations that  claim to be religious organizations,  to file an annual  notice with  the IRS that  they are claiming tax exemption.
 
Sincerely,
Fred and Barbara Kusko
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From: Howard Deutch
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 4:16:40 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


You have asked for public comments on “ways to enhance the 
quality, utility, and clarity of the information to be collected” in 
connection with Form 990.


 All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, 
regardless of whether they are atheist or a religious.


 Currently the IRS gives churches favorable treatment by 
exempting them from the disclosure requirements that are 
imposed on all other 501(c)(3) organizations.


 Taxpayers, who subsidize tax-exempt groups, have a right to 
know what organizations are exempt from taxation and to 
review general financial disclosures. There must be a reasonable 
measures of accountability.


 I urge you to make churches conform to the same IRS 
requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.


Howard E. Deutch


************************************************************************************************            
                                        Howard E. Deutch
    Attorney at Law
                             2901 S. Leisure World Blvd., Suite 206
                                     Silver Spring, MD 20906
         Voice: 240-491-3994          
                                           Fax: 240-254-3210               
                            mailto:howard@masterformlaw.com
        http://www.masterformlaw.com


NOTE: This e-mail is from an attorney, Howard E. Deutch, Esq. (“HED”), and is 
intended solely for the use of the individual(s) to whom it is addressed. If you 
believe you received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately, 
delete the e-mail from your computer and do not copy or disclose it to anyone else. 
If you are not an existing client of HED, do not construe anything in this e-mail to 
make you a client unless it contains a specific statement to that effect and do not 
disclose anything to HED in reply that you expect him to hold in confidence. If you 



mailto:hdeutch@comcast.net
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mailto:howard@masterformlaw.com

http://www.masterformlaw.com/





properly received this e-mail as a client, co-counsel or retained expert of HED, you 
should maintain its contents in confidence in order to preserve the attorney-client or 
work product privilege that may be available to protect confidentiality.








From: Kathleen Maloney
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:24:52 PM


Ms. Christie Preston,
The IRS should treat churches and secular non-profits the same when it comes to
filing for tax exemption.
The current policy favors churches, thereby favoring religion.  Please correct this
injustice.
Thank you.
Kathleen Maloney
535 Sutton Pl.
Ashland, OR 97520
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From: David Wells
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:11:07 PM


Dear Ms. Preston:


I am contacting you to express concern over religious organizations exemption from
filing a form 990. Religions should not be tax exempt to begin with and certainly
should not be shielded from disclosing what their money is spent on.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.        
                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                         
                                         Thank you for your kind consideration of this matter                    
                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                      Respectfully
yours,                                                                                                                                
                    David Wells



mailto:ddwells416@gmail.com
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From: George Davis
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:02:26 PM


As a concern taxpayer, I am concerned about the excessive freedom granted 2501
(C) (3) organizations. It seems to me that there is exceptional abuse of this clause.
Exceptional abuse case examples are freely available on the Internet and can be
seen by all. I pay my fair share of taxes and expect other organizations to do so as
well whether they are religious or not. Many of these religious organizations are
based on fraud and still have tax exempt liberty. This needs to be ended
expeditiously. 


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


I appreciate your attention to this email. 


Respectfully submitted by,
 
 George R. Davis DO
7102 Wareham Dr., Tampa, FL
33647
813-334-4654 cell



mailto:grd100@mac.com
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From: John Fisher
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:53:23 PM


As a secular American, it drives me nuts that churches  are exempt from taxes, but that they don't even
have to do the paper work that other chatities do, like form 990.


I've read that if all the churches paid taxes like the rest of us, that that revenue would cover a
significant part if not all the cost of the foodstamp program.


At least make them do the paperwork the rest of us have to do.


John Fisher, MD
Richland Washington



mailto:j_anthony_fisher@yahoo.com
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From: Patricia D Highby
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:59:56 PM


Dear Christie A. Preston,


As a constituent of a secular non-profit organization, I ask that you please treat all non-profits equally,
whether secular or religious., and to please subject both types of organizations to the same oversight.


As an almost 85 year old woman, I was a constituent of many religious non-profit organizations;  for
example, I was a minister's wife working in churches and in an American Indian Misssion and School
when I was younger.  Never, until the 1980s, was I permitted to be in a leadership position because, of
course, I was female.  But I did witness much corruption because of lack of oversight and much
leniency from taxes.  Late in life I earned a Ph.D. in philosophy and religion and became a university
professor of religious studies.  From this I learned the long history of the harm and corruption
engendered from tax-free status of religious organizations.


Thank you very much for considering my Public Comment.


Sincerely,


Patricia D. Lingenfelter Highby,      E-mail: desertpoppy47@gmail.com
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From: Kevin Kelly
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:27:42 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
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From: John Davis
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: public comment on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:05:50 PM


Attn: Christie A. Preston


Re: Public comment regarding Form 990


I am a former employee of a non-profit community hospital.  We employed full-time accountants
to collect and report income and disbursements annually on Form 990.  It has come to my attention
that religious organizations claiming tax exemption under 501(c)(3)and 501(c)(4) are exempt from
this filing.


For any organization to receive tax exemption as a non-profit entity, it is essential that the
organization provide such information, in the interest of public transparency and accountability.


I urge you to hold all non-profit entities to the same standard for reporting financial information. 
To grant a filing exemption for religious organizations shields them from accountability, leaves a
door open to fraud, and represents a position of government favor towards religion.


Thank you for considering my thoughts on this matter.


John Davis
Shelton WA
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From: aislingacres@gmail.com on behalf of Michelle Sayre
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:36:31 PM


 All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position, or
a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers,
who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to
review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability. Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual
notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption. 


Sincerely,
Michelle Sayre
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From: Joan Woodard
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 6:47:14 PM


Seems to me churches get enough preferential treatment when it comes to tax
exemptions.  The very least they could do is abide by the same rules as other
501(c)(3) organizations.  It is the fair thing to do and it shows a good faith effort
toward the transparency we all expect from charitable non-profit entities.  Churches
would not want other charitable organizations to have advantages that they do not
have.  


Joan Woodard
29 Claremont Circle
Crossville, TN.  38558


Joan10753@gmail.com
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From: Andrew Robinson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:24:46 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


It has come to my attention as a secular American taxpayer just how unfair your treatment of non-
religious non-profits can be when it comes to disclosure requirements.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse a purely
secular position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment
by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with,
or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Sincerely,
Andrew Robinson
4118 SE Steele St
Portland OR 97202
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From: Bruce Hansen
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: 501 c. (3)
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 7:42:20 PM


Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them
from the disclosure requirements all other 501 c. (3) organizations must comply
with, or lose their exemption.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally.
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From: Donna Evans
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:22:06 PM


Dear Ma'am,


      I would like to ask that all exemptions be removed for churches as non profit status. They are very
much for profit enterprises and it is time they pay taxes. Short of that please consider the options
below...
      All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment
by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply
with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not
being taxed must come with some measures of accountability. Please make churches conform to the
same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any
organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are
claiming tax exemption.


Respectfully yours,


Donna J Evans
PO Box 132
Avoca, Ar. 72711
417.662.0200 (Office/Cell)
DJ.Evans08@yahoo.com
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From: Sue Kocher
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Churches should not be exempt from financial disclosure forms by the IRS
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:59:51 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


As a taxpayer, I am generally OK with subsidizing non-profit groups through tax exemption, because
many of them are engaged in activities that contribute to a better world.


As a person who works with a nonprofit 501c3 organization, we appreciate being free of a tax burden
since we have little money to spare—though the forms that we are required to fill out are onerous. 
However, my real objection is that churches are exempt from the same requirements for financial
disclosure.


Taxpayers have a right to know which organizations are exempt from taxation, and we have a right to
review general financial information—of all tax exempt groups, whether they are religious or not.


Please treat churches and religious groups the same as other nonprofits. Churches should not be
exempt from disclosure requirements that are required of all other 501c3 organizations.


Thank you for your consideration.


Sue Kocher
Triangle Freethought Society
Raleigh NC
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From: Mike Highmeadow
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990, a concerned citizen"s comment
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 7:47:12 PM


Dear Ms Preston,


I am writing to comment on From 990, pursuant to the Service's invitation for puclic
comments*


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability. 
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption. 


Sincerely,


Mike Highmeadow
Bedford, Ohio


*The Department of the Treasury, as part of its continuing effort to reduce paperwork
and respondent burden, invites the general public and other Federal agencies to take
this opportunity to comment on proposed and/or continuing information collections, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Currently, the IRS is soliciting
comments concerning Form 990. 
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From: victorcharlesiii@yahoo.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment RE Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 4:37:39 PM


Churches should be held just as accountable for their income as much as other
501(c)(3) organizations. ESPECIALLY in this day/age. We all know how many
evengelical "ministries" are out there making money hand-over-fist. Any church that
makes enough money to exist surely can afford to have someone in charge of being
responsible for reporting their finances to the government.


Corruption has become rampant in our world, and churches are potentially as
corrupt as any politician or corporation. It's time we held ALL non-profits
accountable.


Sent from my Verizon Wireless 3G smartphone
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From: Pamela Vanderbloemen
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990.
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:16:12 PM


Please stop favoring churches over other non-profit organizations.   I share in
Freedom from Religion's recommondations of:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


 Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption. - See more at: http://ffrf.org/news/action/item/23948-ask-irs-to-
stop-favoring-churches-over-other-non-profits#sthash.UAqTTxJv.PhsNIuR6.dpuf


And I would like to include the following quotes of our founding fathers:


 “Religious bondage shackles and debilitates the mind and unfits it for every noble
enterprise.”
James Madison — Letter to Wm. Bradford, April 1, 1774


and



mailto:pamkvan1@gmail.com
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From: Jay Rosenthal
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment Request for form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:28:20 PM


I understand that religious organizations, classified as 501 (c) (3), are not required to
file form 990.  This doesn't seem fair to me.  On what basis are they exempt?  There
are other non-profits that benefit society that do have to file form 990.  If one group
has to file, then so should other groups.


Melvin Jay Rosenthal
1217 Singingwood Ct #1
Walnut Creek, CA
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From: Denise Beusen
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:54:22 AM


Dear Ms. Preston:
 
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
 
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
 
 
Thank you,
Denise Beusen
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From: Jody Wright
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:46:36 PM


Dear, Christie Preston,


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank You,
Jody Wright 


Jody Wright 
JodyWright.Insurance@gmail.com
Cell 714-356-7899
Toll Free 800-403-9855
Fax 866-945-9296


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
This email and accompanying documents contain confidential information belonging
to the sender which is privileged. The information is intended only for use of the
party named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution or taking of any action in reliance on the contents is
strictly prohibited. If you receive this email in error delete it and, please notify me
by phone. Thank You.
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From: Jason Heater
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments Regarding Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:10:59 PM


Hello.


It is both ridiculous and discriminatory to require non-profits to file yearly for their
tax exemption, with exception of religious organizations. 


It is blatantly obvious that too many organizations are rampantly abusing the
system. Million dollar homes, luxury trips, expensive cars, etc. All coming out of the
pockets of their donors and parishioners under the belief that such funds are being
used to further the message of their religion. Instead, those funds are being used to
further the extravagant lifestyles of the organization's leadership.


Discriminatory: Because secular organizations are being excluded from the same
exemption. Therefore the government is giving preference to religious organizations.
Take a look through the lens of history and examine what has happened to societies
where religion and government become bedfellows, or give each other preferential
treatment. Meanwhile, secular organizations are being forced to bear the brunt of
paperwork, audit, and public scrutiny.


The bottom line: Either throw out 501(c) tax exemption or make EVERYONE
accountable.


Sincerely,
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From: Semra Guler
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990: Please stop favoring churches over other non-profits
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 6:47:30 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Sincerely,


Semra Guler
Mountain View, CA
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From: Peter A. Taves
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:16:33 PM


As a constituent, I am very concerned about the proposed action re: Form 990.  I
believe that:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


-- 


Regards,
Pete 
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From: Murat Guler
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990: Please stop favoring religious organizations over other non-profits
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 6:49:44 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Sincerely,


Murat Guler
Mountain View, CA
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From: Barbara Sabo
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IMPT: Comments re religious exemption, Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 6:11:50 PM
Importance: High


Dear Ms. Preston,
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the the fact that churches and religious organizations
currently do not even have to send a notice to the IRS that they are claiming a 990 filing exemption.
This is an atrocious situation, taking into consideration that so many churches and their leaders have
been caught using donations---donations given in good faith to support charitable activities---to support
their own flamboyant life styles. At this point in time, any group that claims it is religious avoids all
public transparency and accountability.


This is precisely the type of lack of oversight that allows for widespread abuse, preying upon vulnerable
populations, and fraud. The IRS must stop privileging churches at public expense.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
 
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
 
Best regards,
John & Barbara Sabo
J.Alexander & Gregory Sabo
447 Herondo Street #305
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254
(310) 372-8259
jsabo@jsaboassoc.com
bsabo@jsaboassoc.com
asabo@jsaboassoc.com
gsabo@jsaboassoc.com
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From: Mark Renton
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on Form 990, as requested
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:11:03 PM


I believe Form 990 provides critical information needed to evaluate the tax exempt status
of organizations.


I also believe that churches, ministries, and other religious organizations should be required
to file Form 990.


To exempt them from doing so gives religious organizations a preferred status over other
charitable organizations,
which in my opinion violates the Constitutional separation of Church and State.  There are
frequent news stories
about ministries whose true purpose turned out to be giving riches and a luxuriant lifestyle
to the head of the
ministry and his family.  Requiring Form 990 would provide some desperately-needed
financial transparency and
public accountability for the finances of religious organizations.  People could also better
compare religious
and non-religious charities, for the purpose of deciding which organizations should get their
donations.


I also believe that, when making available to the public the public information from
organizations' Form 990's
and Form 990-EZ's, the IRS should put it into a machine-readable format (rather than in an
image format, as it
apparently currently is).  Failing to do so contributes to making the information de facto
unavailable, or at
least slowing down and complicating the process of making the information widely
available to the public.


Thank you for your time and attention.


Mark W. Renton
306 E Manitoba Ave Apt 9
Ellensburg, WA  98926-3791



mailto:mwrenton@hotmail.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: Steve Jennings
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 7:08:28 PM


The IRS and Treasury Department are asking the public to comment on Form 990. Among other
questions, you have asked for "ways to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity" of the 990 information
collected.  Please find my commentary below:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to
file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Jennings
----------------------------------------
stevenjennings123@gmail.com
8520 NW Reed Drive
Portland, Oregon  97229
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From: KATERI T DUPUIS
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS & Non-profits
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:49:45 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


The IRS provides unequal treatment to secular non-profits. I am asking the IRS to limit the 
broad exemption granted to churches. Churches and religious organizations currently do not 
even have to send a notice to the IRS that they are claiming a 990 filing exemption! Any 
group that claims it is religious avoids all public transparency and accountability.


This is precisely the type of lack of oversight that allows for widespread abuse, preying upon 
vulnerable populations, and fraud. It is time to tell the IRS to stop privileging churches at 
public expense.


Thank you for your time and consideration.
+++++++++++++++++++++
KATERI T DUPUIS
10506 W Concordia Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53222
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From: Vernon Mauery
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS Form 990 comments
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:46:23 PM


I have long wondered why, with the strict separation of church and state, that
churches get preferential treatment over other non-profit 503(C) organizations. This
basically means that the federal government is subsidizing these churches. And
some of them are clearly NOT what they seem to be.


I don't think there should be any blanket exemption for any non-profit organization,
church or otherwise. All organizations that have revenue should pay taxes.
Organizations that are primarily using their monies for the welfare of the public
should be rewarded in tax breaks according to the amount that goes to helping
people. Not building buildings. Not paying salaries. Not investing. Money that goes
to help PEOPLE should be considered non-taxable. This is money that would
otherwise come out of the treasury in the form of SNAP benefits or
medicare/medicaid. All organizations that desire to receive these tax deductions
should be required to file public documentation that shows their accountability for
the money spent. Without this, a televangelist could use my tax money to pay for
his new jet.


Thank you for your consideration on the matter.


Vernon Mauery
Portland, OR
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From: James Eppich
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:14:59 PM


I was asked to comment on form 990 as someone that donates to FFRF. I think its good to have paperwork, so
that we know who and what is being exempt for taxes.


I use to work for an electronic retail store selling computers and accessories. I had a second job at UPS and one
of the managers from there walked in and I offered to help them. He said he needed a laptop for his church. I
spent a hour or so explaining different features and finding everything he needed to complete the sale. We have
codes and customer information to make sales tickets tax exempt, and I did this, it took little time. This was in
late November. A few weeks later he came back because he saw a cheaper one on sale and he returned the
original one, unopened. He said his wife liked this other brand better. So just before Christmas, he got the laptop
his wife would like. And we have paperwork to document how his wife's Christmas present was tax exempt
because it was going to a church.


Let me be frank, as an atheist I believe all religion to be a lie. It's nothing but group think and self righteousness.
If you want to say there is no documentation requirement for churches because you think they do some good in
this world, well, it is what it is. But as someone that donates to FFRF I think they do some good in this world, and
for this country. I wish you had a window in to my life and how I'm treated daily by this "under god" society, this
"Christian or else" country. Because with all the joy and sunshine they preach, I just don't see it.


Have a great week,
  james eppich
eppich8479@yahoo.com
2604 nikos pl #214
Arlington, tx 76006
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From: Robert Liles
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 6:43:39 PM


I would like to provide my opinion as to IRS requirements regarding the filing of
form 990 as it relates to non profit organizations. 


Currently IRS does not require religious entities to even file the form 990 as it does
other 501 c 3 non profits. This certainly seems like government favoring religion
over other similar non profits. I don't understand why religious groups should get a
"pass" on this requirement giving them special favor.  
I believe in a nation that purports to try being fair and equal to all its citizens, at the
least:


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against
religious organizations.


2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption
from filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


The tax payers are footing the tax bill for this unfairly. 


Thank you,


Robert Liles
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From: Caryl McAllister
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments regarding Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:04:04 PM


I understand that the IRS and the Treasury Department are asking for public comments regarding Form
990.


My comments are as follows:


Non-profits are required to report their incomes, disbursements and similar information to the IRS.
Churches don’t have to.


I find this preference for religious institutions abhorrent. Two major arguments against the preference
for churches can be made.


First, many religious institutions act in the political arena. A case in point is the Mormon church which
spent millions of dollars to defend California Proposition 8 outlawing same-sex marriages. Here a church
was actively engaged in as a political action group, thus basically trying to force their religious belief on
others, an action which goes against the separation of church and state. A similar argument could be
made for organized religions which are against birth control and abortions.


In my view, when a religious group uses its money and clout in the political arena, that group should
lose all exempt status. But at the very least, all religious groups should have to supply standard income
tax statements so that it is clear where their income is spent.


Second, at least one church in Wisconsin owns business property. As I understand it, that business
property doesn’t have to pay income taxes and thus can offer lower prices to customers, which, in turn,
opens them to a charge of unfair competition to those who do have to pay taxes. In my opinion,
religious groups should not be permitted to own business property which doesn’t have to pay taxes.
However, at a minimum these groups should be required to supply standard income tax statements.


I request that all non-profit organizations be required to submit income tax forms and that all be
treated in the same manner. 


Sincerely, Caryl McAllister
        P.O. Box 180317, Delafield, WI 53018
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From: G-Money
To: Preston Christie A
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:01:28 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they
are claiming tax exemption.
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From: susan.c.lund@gmail.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: End Form 990 exemptions for churches
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 6:18:28 PM


To Whom It May Concern,


I am an atheist who works for a nonprofit. I am also an attorney. In my opinion, it is unconstitutional to
grant churches exemptions from IRS regulations based solely upon their religious affiliation.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption.


Certainly, this gives preference to churches but it also fails to protect church members, many of whom
donate/tithe great amounts of money to their churches and want to have basic information about how it
is managed. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


To avoid constitutional infirmity and to protect religious and nonreligious taxpayers alike, make churches
conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. Thank you for your consideration.


Sincerely,


Susan Lund
618 E Otjen St
Milwaukee, WI 53207
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From: Lori Mindermann
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Equal Taxation/ Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 7:31:22 PM


For many years, religious institutions have received special privileges in regards to taxation. This is inappropriate in a country which
operates under the premise that we are all  equal. No church, synagogue, or any other religious institution should be subjected to less
scrutiny for their charity work than the local car dealership that donates books to the town library.  


We now live in an era where the Supreme Court itself has decided that a woman's access to health care can be dependent upon her
employer's religion. Surely it is imperative that we, as a country, take steps to protect our country's citizenry from the powers behind
religion. Holding those powers accountable for their charity is one small step that we can take to ensure that we may some day
achieve our founding fathers' goal that we are all, indeed, treated equally under the eyes of the law.


Please change the tax codes so that the religious and their institutions are subject to the same tax laws as every other American.


Thank you.
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From: nwlathrop34@gmail.com
To: Preston Christie A
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:28:34 PM


    Comments relate to Form 990.
    All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches
for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other
501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are
subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from
taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must
come with some measures of accountability.
     Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Sent from Windows Mail
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From: Jim Peters
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: FORM 990 - NO FAVORITISM - CHURCHES MUST FILE
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:55:17 PM


Churches should be required to file 990 forms
CHURCHES SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO FILE 990 FORMS
Churches should be required to file 990 forms


Churches should be required to make their 990s available for public inspection
CHURCHES SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO MAKE THEIR 990s AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION
Churches should be required to make their 990s available for public inspection


All nonprofits should be treated equally under the law
ALL NONPROFITS SHOULD BE TREATED EQUALLY UNDER THE LAW
All nonprofits should be treated equally under the law


No exceptions for religious organizations
NO EXCEPTIONS FOR RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
No exceptions for religious organizations


No government favoritism for religion
NO GOVERNMENT FAVORITISM FOR RELIGION
No government favoritism for religion


Sincerely,


Jim Peters
11801 Triple Crown Road
Reston, Virginia
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From: Evelyn Howard
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Non-profit organizations
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 6:21:00 PM


I know you are busy and underfunded, as many government organizations are, but
we do need to address the issue of non-profit fairness in reporting tax exempt
status.  


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you.  Evelyn Howard, California
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From: Diana
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: FORM 990 ------- requesting that the church exemption be done away with.
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 2:19:29 PM


FORM 990
 
 


Internal Revenue Service
 Attn:   Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov.
1111 Constitution Avenue NW, Rm 6129
Washington, DC 20224.
 
Requesting that the church exemption be done away with.
For a long time I have felt many churches have abused their tax exemption
status! It is time to change that!
 
Respectfully,
Diana Ware
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From: Fred Rakevich
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Non-profits
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 4:28:46 PM


Dear Mr. Preston,
I urge you to end the privileged treatment of church's by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements that all other 501(c) (3) organizations must comply with. The
privilege of not being taxed should come with some measure of accountability .
Taxpayers who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are
exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures
.                                                           Sincerely, Fred Rakevich
                                                                                                                            124
Elma McCleary RD. #13
                                                                                                                             Elma,
WA    98541
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From: Xander Addison
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 - Written Public Comment - "Middle of the Road"
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 4:29:56 PM


Christine,


Sadly, there are religious organizations that have become too much like
corporations.  


Controls and guidelines need to be put into places to ensure that moneys received
as donations are put to true good use.  


While I do not support stripping all benefits from churches that are providing value
to the community or even just their own members in an equitable way based on
need.  I think it has become too large and costly of a task for the Government to be
in the business of enforcing so we should just modify things a little to make them
more black and white and self-policing will be possible.


Caps must be placed on both the donation side/revenue side and the spend side for
an organization to maintain tax exempt status.   If a church pastor for example
begins receiving compensation of more than several hundred thousand dollars then
that organization can start paying taxes. Or lives in a mansion provided at no cost
and the value of that property exceeds a limit of a couple million for example then
perhaps tax is due on that benefit based on the property value and comparable rent
in the area.  If it is discovered that they have not calculated and paid that tax/fee
then they loose their status for good.


If the org's real property holdings extend beyond say 2 locations or the locations are
not used for worship or education or for providing food or shelter to the poor or
homeless then they are no longer exempt.   If that is too strict then maybe the
offending properties must have P/L statements submitted along with their use and a
fee associated for non-exempt properties with the same penalty as above. 


Churches that are really not operating as Churches as their primary focus and are
established to promote a legal or political agenda and spend money to promote that
agenda publicly in anyway should not be tax exempt.  Sharing the news of your
organization should not entail renting large billboards or sponsoring commercial
events or donating to candidates or lobbying etc.  There is too much analysis
required to police this.  It needs to become binary.  The organization does not
donate to anywhere other than other legally recognized non-profits or directly to
people in need.  Those people and orgs must be on file and available should audit
be required.  If that is true then they maintain status if not then they must become
taxed organization.   This will not impact Churches that do good for the communities
they serve and over time will make it easier to weed out the ones that do not.  The
ones in the middle will be forced to choose. 


Churches that end up converting to organizations and loose their status represent a
tremendous tax income potential.  That collected revenue will help reduce the
burden to balance the budget or allow the Government to provide for people in
need.   It's not right that the ideas of Religion that were intended to be protected
but separate be allowed to contribute to class inequality or become a financial gain
or benefit to some.  That's not what was intended by "protecting religion".  Limits on
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salaries, pensions etc will help organizations determine their fee burden if they go
over in one of these categories making it fair and allowing them to keep the exempt
status for the majority of the good they do.    By setting it up this way you are
incenting those in religion positions of leadership to stay true to doing good for their
communities.  Others will loose interest when they can't benefit and go away. 


Thanks,
Xander Addison








From: Ellen Taylor
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Public Comment Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:05:07 PM


September 12, 2015


Internal Revenue Service
Attention:  Christie A. Preston


Re: Form 990


Dear Ms. Preston, 


I am writing to ask that the IRS treat all non-profit organizations equally.  Churches and other non-secular 
groups receive privileged treatment not extended to other secular non-profits.  American taxpayers who’s tax 
dollars are used to subside tax-exempt groups have the right to know how their tax dollars are being 
appropriated.


Please make religious organizations conform to the same IRS regulations as the other 501(c)(3) groups.  Make 
all non-profits open their books equally and disclose what the churches, et al are claiming as tax free 
exemptions. 


Please implement the following changes Immediately:


1.  Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious organizations.
2.  The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing the 990 to 
inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form)


I request transparency and accountability in all IRS transactions.


Sincerely, 


Ellen Taylor
Shoreacres, Texas



mailto:ellen@texasblaster.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: Bill de la Vega
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Public Comment on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:15:12 PM


Hi Christie,
I'm US Citizen, residing in Reston Virginia, 20190. I'm writing you about Form 990,
which I understand is open for public comment.


The IRS should treat religious non-profits the same as other non-profit
organizations, including the disclosure rules.  The separation of church and state was
established to prevent persecution, not to carve special exemptions for religion.
Holding churches to the same standards as secular organizations is not persecution.


My personal view is that non-profit status is not justified on religious grounds, but
that is probably a matter of law, not policy.


Thank you for listening,
Bill de la Vega
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From: Dan MacDougall
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Comments
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:09:52 PM


Ms. Christie Preston:


In response to the comment request regarding Form 990, I would like to provide my input
about the lack of equality concerning the organizations which are required to complete this
form.


Form 990 is an important requirement for not-for-profit organizations, and I
wholeheartedly agree with its existence and purpose.  Not-for-profit organizations need to
disclose activities and finances in order to prevent the abuse of their tax exempt status.  It
prevents the organizations from becoming vehicles for funneling money to executives’
pockets, or from moving money in such a manner as to be de facto for-profit enterprises
without paying taxes.  Finally, it allows people to make more informed decisions about
where they make charitable donations.  People should be allowed to know if, for example,
the CEO of a charity to which they are about to donate money makes an exorbitant salary,
or if the organization makes purchases that are not commensurate with their stated goals.


However, the government is not equitable with regard to which organizations are required
to complete this form.  Religious organizations are exempt from the important disclosures
the Form 990 requires.  While a religious organization may indeed be fulfilling all the
requirements to satisfy tax exempt status, the fact that the 990 is not required open the
door for abuses of this status.  I’m sure I’m about the 10,000th person to cite John Oliver’s
creation of a church to illustrate this issue on the television show Last Week Tonight.  


Giving religious non-profits a pass on this while requiring secular 501(c)(3) organizations to
complete it is clearly showing preferential treatment to religious organizations, which is in
violation of the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment.  If religious organizations
meet the same criteria for tax exempt status as secular organizations, they should complete
the same forms to demonstrate this.  


As a law enforcement officer, I view equal treatment under the law as a cornerstone of this
country.  Different standards for religious organizations is an affront this concept.


Thank you for your attention to my comments.


Daniel Scott MacDougall
Arlington, Virginia
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From: Wendy Boman
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Public comment form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:41:53 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


Sincerely, 
Wendy Boman
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From: Marv78rpm@aol.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 and religion
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 7:02:24 PM


Dear Mr. Preston;
    It is only right that religious non-profits abide by the same rules and follow the same procedures as other
non-profits. Giving them the privilege of avoiding disclosure of their finances shows government favoritism to
them. We taxpayers are indirectly subsidizing them, and they should be accountable to us the same as other
tax-exempt entities are.
 
                Allen Cosnow
                Glencoe, Illinois
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From: Karen Mcclelland
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Re: IRS Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:53:19 PM


Please require all entities  with 501 (c)3 status to file a Form 990 each year-
including  all religious groups.   There is no logical reason to allow one group of non
profits to file while exempting another group.


Karen McClelland 
112 Courthouse Butte Road
Sedona. AZ 86351
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From: Renata Bodner
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 and religious non-profits
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 11:07:10 PM


To whom it may concern,


I am writing to you to ask the IRS to limit the broad exemption granted to churches, which,
unlike secular non-profits, are not required to file Form 990 each year in order to retain
their tax exemption. The IRS estimates that the burden on non-profits filing a 990
return amounts to more than 25 million hours. Yet churches are automatically
exempted from this onerous requirement under federal law. This discrepancy shields
churches from accountability and amounts to government favoritism toward religion.
Churches and religious organizations currently do not even have to send a notice to the IRS that they
are claiming a 990 filing exemption. Any group that claims it is religious avoids all public transparency
and accountability.
This is precisely the type of lack of oversight that allows for widespread abuse, preying upon vulnerable
populations, and fraud -- all with public tax money that could be put to better purpose. I would like to
ask the IRS to stop privileging churches at public expense.


In order to end the discrepant treatment of non-religious non-profits, which provide just as valuable
causes and services as religious non-profits, I would like to suggest:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to
know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they
are claiming tax exemption.


Thanks for your consideration,


~ Renata Bodner
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