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From: Clyde S. Dale
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: American Atheists
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 4:19:18 PM


RE: tax-exempt status for American Atheists


A bit of perspective, it seems, is in order.  Organized churches are such for what
reason(s)?  The sharing of a belief system/philosophy, community/fellowship, and to
collect and distribute monies for charitable purposes.  They are forbidden from
becoming involved in partisan politics, as you well know.


Atheism is also a belief system, consisting simply of skeptical disbelief in the 'god'
claims of the churches.  The American Atheists (along with several others) are an
assembled group for the purpose of sharing  belief system/philosophy,
community/fellowship (since atheists often feel isolated in a largely theistic society),
and they do collect monies (membership fees, etc.)and contribute
charities/charitable causes.


Other than the subject of the belief system, there is little difference between these -
- but for ONE: American Atheists could NOT, with taxable income BEING taxed,
contribute approximately $70B to the country's needs as handled by the
government.


Given the increasing intrusion by churches and their representatives in the political
realm in recent times, one of two things should happen: either American Atheists
should receive the same tax-free status, or churches who 'butt into' politics should
QUICKLY lose it. (I would not be averse to the total loss of tax-free status by
churches, for that matter.)


Thank you for your attention.
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From: A R Thurman
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Church exemption from form 990 reporting requirements
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 2:22:14 PM


Dear Ms. Preston


I am writing concerning possible modification of IRS Form 990 reporting
requirements to remove the reporting exemption for religious non-profit
organizations. I am of the opinion that removing the exemption is long overdue, and
I emphatically support repealing the exemption.


I recognize that one of the reasons for the reporting requirement is to aid in
determining the bona fides of ostensibly charitable non-profits, and that to question
the actual status of entities claiming to be churches immediately raises Constitutional
First Amendment issues. However, I believe these issues can be obviated.


As is the present policy, the IRS  need not challenge the claim of taxation exemption
for religious organizations. But the agency can make the Form 990 returns available
as public records. Let the members, and potential members, of these organizations
judge for themselves whether these entities are worthy of their support.


I have always believed that sunlight is the best disinfectant, and requiring all such
entities to report would be a great way to  spread a little sunlight on their
operations.


Sincerely,


A. Robert Thurman
thurmanar01@gmail.com
"Anyone who believes exponential growth
 can go on forever in a finite world is either
 a madman or an economist." Kenneth E. Boulding
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From: cynthia@lodyga.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment Regarding IRS Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 12:43:51 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I understand that the Internal Revenue Service and Treasury Department are seeking public comment about the
Form 990, under which secular non-profit organizations are required to file each year to retain their tax exemption
(a burden of more than 25 million hours by your own estimation), while churches are automatically exempted
from this onerous requirement under federal law. This is unfair treatment shields churches from accountability and
amounts to government favoritism toward religion.


What’s worse is that religious organizations currently do not even have to send a
notice to the IRS that they are claiming a 990 filing exemption, opening the door to
any group that claims it is religious to avoid all public transparency and accountability.
Ms. Preston, I urge you to put an end to the unequal treatment to secular non-profits.


The U.S. public, which subsidizes tax-exempt organizations, is owed visibility into the
annual gross income, disbursements and other tax information gathered on the Form
990. Most importantly, we are owed this visibility into *all* tax-exempt organizations
whether they claim to be religious or not.


Maintaining the status quo continues to allow for widespread abuse, preying upon
vulnerable populations, and fraud. Our secular government has no business favoring
religious organization over non-religious ones. It’s wrong and needs to stop.


The IRS has it within your power to change this for better.


1. Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious organizations.
2. The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing the 990 to


inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


Thank you for the opportunity to share my concerns with you.


 


Sincerely,


Cynthia R. Lodyga


United States Citizen and Tax Payer
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From: David Thurman
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment Request Pertaining to Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 4:12:45 PM


Dear Ms. Preston:


I am writing about the proposed modification of IRS Form 990 reporting
requirements to remove the reporting exemption for religious non-profit
organizations. I strongly support repealing this exemption. 


I believe it is important that the IRS have access to information gathered through
Form 990 in order to ensure that entities claiming to operate as churches or religious
organizations comply with rules for tax exemption, as is required of charitable non-
profit organizations in general. Furthermore, I strongly support the agency making
contents of Form 990 returns available as public records. This will enable members
and supporters of these organizations to better assess whether these organizations
actually operate according to their charitable and religious claims.


Thank you for your consideration.


Sincerely,


David J. Thurman,  MD,  MPH
468 Pensdale Road
Decatur, GA 30030-1413


djthurman1@gmail.com
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From: Tomer Baz
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment Request for Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:04:50 AM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I am writing you in response to your request for public comments on Form 990.
I'd like to add two comments regarding Form 990 and the exemption process:


1. All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.


2. Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups, or exempt all groups claiming 501(c)(3) status from filing
Form 990 in the name of equality, and to comply with the 2nd Amendment
which prohibits the government from unduly favoring one religion over another
or unduly preferring religion over non-religion, or non-religion over religion.


Regards,


Tom Baz
3473 Parkland Ave
San Jose, CA 95117
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From: Michele Shaw
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment on Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 1:14:34 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,
I am happy to understand that the Internal Revenue Service and the Treasury
Department are seeking public comment on Form 990.  Please consider the following;


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they
are claiming tax exemption.


I hope you sincerely consider my opinion on this issue.  Thank you for your time and
service.
 
Sincerely,
Michele Shaw
43431 Longview Dr.
Ashburn, VA. 20147
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From: Curtis Gehman
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment on IRS Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 3:22:16 PM


Ms. Preston,


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist 
position or a religious one. Currently, however, the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by 
exempting them from the disclosure requirements with which all other 501(c)(3) organizations must 
comply to maintain their tax-exempt status. This favoritism contradicts the principles of separation of 
church and state that ensures our freedom of and from religion. Moreover, taxpayers, who are 
subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to 
review general financial disclosures. Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as 
all other 501(c)(3) groups.


Sincerely,


Curtis Gehman, Ph.D.
Burlingame, CA
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From: Karl Wiegers
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments concerning Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 11:43:51 AM


Dear Ms. Preston:


I am writing to strongly encourage the IRS to treat all non-profit organizations
equally with regard to filing forms with the IRS regarding their tax-exempt status
and disclosure of their finances. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements that all other
501(c)(3) organizations must comply with to retain their exemption. The privilege of
not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability. Taxpayers, who
are subsidizing tax-exempt groups including churches, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements with which all other
501(c)(3) groups must comply. At a minimum, the IRS should require all
organizations that claim to be religious in nature to file an annual notice with the
IRS that they are claiming tax exemption and to justify this claim. 


It is only through this sort of visibility and accountability that the American public
can be confident that tax-exempt status is being granted legitimately and fairly to
deserving organizations that follow all of the rules. Secular organizations must follow
IRS regulations; religious organizations should as well.


Thank you.
Karl E. Wiegers, PhD
-- 
Karl Wiegers
11491 SE 119th Drive
Happy Valley, OR 97086-8278
503-698-9620
www.karlwiegers.com


Author of Pearls from Sand: How Small Encounters Lead to Powerful Lessons 
Now available: Software Requirements, Third Edition
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From: Ron Mittan
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments re: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 12:47:42 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


It has been brought to our attention that the IRS currently singles out churches for
privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other
501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption.  We believe that all
non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt
groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


If the IRS has formulated any justification for the aforementioned exemption for churches,
we would be most interested in receiving a written or digital copy of same, at your
convenience.


Thanks very much for conveying our comments along to your colleagues at the IRS and
Treasure Departments!


Sincerely, Ron Mittan and Terry Garrett
               1137 Whisperwood Court SW
               Bemidji, MN  56601-6264


rgmittan@gmail.com / tgarrett763@gmail.com
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From: Donald Hamilton
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments related to Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 11:12:19 AM


 
Over the past few decades organized Christianity has greatly
changed.  Where the focus of Christianity used to be service
and compassion, it has transitioned to political manipulation
for the promotion of a radical agenda. 
 
As a taxpayer who must not only bear the burden of my own
tax liability but must also bear a share of Christian
organizations’ tax liability from which they are exempted, I
have serious concerns about their accountability.  I make
financial contributions to several organizations which
challenge and oppose the radical Christian agenda.  I resent
that I get no tax breaks on my contributions to these
organizations nor are the organizations which I support
privileged with tax exempt status.  It also does not escape my
notice that Christian organizations have vast financial empires,
particularly in health care and education.
 
Not only do I support equal treatment for all non-profit
organizations but I particularly advocate holding Christian
organizations accountable for the same disclosure
requirements as all other 501(c)(3) organizations.  I fear that
the current laxity provides Christian organizations a distinct
advantage in the political arena. 


Sincerely,


Donald R. Hamilton
2602 East Southern Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46203
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From: Francis Nakamoto
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Exemption for religious organizations and churches
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 12:28:48 PM


Thank you for this opportunity to comment on Form 990:  


There is absolutely no justification to exempt churches and religious
organizations from explaining why they are entitled to tax exemptions.  All
too frequently, churches and organizations charading as religious
organizations are exempt from paying taxes without adequate pubic policy
purpose.  There is no reason to discriminate against non-religious non-
profits by compelling those organizations to comply with exemption rules,
but not churches, some which provide no benefit to the public but rather
serves as vehicles of prejudiced, bigoted and discriminatory purposes.  It is
abhorrent for taxpayers to be forced to subsidize and enable any religious
organization or any phony group taking advantage of lax or discriminatory
IRS policies.  It is plainly discriminatory to treat non-religious organizations
differently from religious ones.  Government, including the IRS, has no
justification for this discrimination, which plainly amounts to establishment
of religion and has no constitutional basis.


-- 
Francis M. Nakamoto
1829 Ala Noe Place
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819
Tel. (808) 833-6357
Cell (808) 721-4860
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From: Marilyn Dobris
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 - Church tax exemptions
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 11:14:29 AM


I am sending this as a concerned taxpayer. Please consider the points listed below.
The time has come for reforms to be enacted.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


Marilyn Dobris


Sent from my iPad
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From: MILL VALLEY LIB .
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 - Public Comment
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 12:01:47 PM


Re: Public Comment on Form 990.
 
The United States is almost unique in having a *Secular* Constitution. 
Yet, religious groups are more and more accorded privileges denied to secular groups. 
I suggest the following to Form 990, to ensure continued separation of religion and state:
 
1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious
organizations.
 
2) Church or religious entities should be required, as are all secular groups, to file Form 990
and inform the IRS how their exemption is not being used to promote a religious doctrine.
 
 
Thank You.
Milton Valler,
California.
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From: Greg Johnson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 - religious excemptions
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 1:38:48 PM


Hello,
As a concerned citizen I was mortified to learn that some non profits are treated
differently than others. We as a country need to enforce the same rules for all non-
profits. We must stop the fraud and abuse occurring now under the fake religious
banner that some are hiding behind.


Thank you for your time and efforts to make this country great.
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From: mikemccarty007@gmail.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Public Comment
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 12:28:12 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an 
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged 
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations 
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, 
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial 
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a 
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file 
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.     
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From: mikemccarty007@gmail.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Public Comment
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 12:31:41 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an 
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged 
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations 
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, 
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial 
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a 
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file 
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
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From: B. Chris Brewster
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Review
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 5:05:42 PM


As an official with several 501(c)3 nonprofits, I am well aware of the level of scrutiny required in
990 filings.
 
I would encourage that all non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of
whether they espouse a secular or non-secular position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for
privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability. Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
 
Regards,
 
B. Chris Brewster
Email: brewster@lifesaver1.com
Phone (mobile): 1-619-807-7777
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From: Jim Dulak
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 commentary
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:54:42 AM


Hello,


I wish to let you know of my opinions regarding Form 990.  To make it brief, I fully
support the positions expressed by the Freedom From Religion Foundation which are
summarized in the following two statement from FFRF:


1) All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


2) Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim
to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are
claiming tax exemption.


It is my position that United States tax laws that give special treatment to churches
over secular organizations constitutes prejudicial treatment and should be
considered a violation of church and state separation.


Thank you,


James Dulak
Secular taxpayer
122 Boepple Rd
Mohawk, NY 13407
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From: K D Burdick
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 exemptions for religious non-profits
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 4:35:18 PM


Dear Ms. Preston:


As an atheist who's also an active American Red Cross volunteer, I'm dismayed by
the different reporting requirements for secular and religious charities. Why is the
Red Cross—a secular non-profit that provides humanitarian/disaster relief services to
anyone who needs them—required to file an annual Form 990, while any
organization that claims to be religious in nature is exempt from such transparency
and oversight?


I have no quarrel with granting tax exemptions to worthy non-profits whether they
are secular or religious in nature. But how am I and other taxpayers to know WHICH
religious organizations are worthy of tax exemptions if they're not required to
provide the same information as secular charities?


Sincerely yours,


K. D. Burdick
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From: jem7701@comcast.net
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 2:58:16 PM


 


 


I believe that all non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of
whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.


Jack Meadows


754 Virginia Cir NE


Atlanta, GA 30306
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From: Alfred Contarino
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 2:32:45 PM


Dear Ms. Preston:
 
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally whether they are religious or non-religious.
All should comply with form 990 disclosure requirements or lose their exemptions. Religious
organizations should not be exempt.
Taxpayers subsidizing tax exempt groups have a right to know and review financial disclosures from
all 501(c)(3)’s in order to maintain accountability.
 
Thank you.
 
Alfred Contarino
1234 Brunswick Ln.
Ventura CA 93001
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From: Jim Fikar
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 2:26:35 PM


Please do away with church exemptions. I live in Utah where the Mormon church owns
TONS of tax free land. They also own 2% of Florida, a 2 billion dollar mall & sell a billion
dollars of beef to burger companies. Eliminate their deduction, tax exempt status &
exemptions for donations to unaccountable churches.
 
Thank you 
 
Jim Fikar
Sandy, UT 
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From: BJ Wahl
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 1:02:30 PM


I'd like to express my opinion on this issue. It really doesn't seem fair to other non-profits that churches
and religious agencies are exempt from filing this form. In fact, it seems like government endorsement
of religion, which is counter to the Constitution. I think that churches should be required to file all of the
forms that other nonprofits have to, and if they own property that makes money for them, then they
should also be subject to federal income tax.
Thanks for your consideration,
BJ Wahl
Sullivan NH
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From: CENTA, DIANNE
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 11:38:26 AM


In a recent Associated Press news item, I noted the following:
 
“In his ruling, [U.S. District Judge Richard] Leon agreed with that
reasoning, saying that the … requirement violated the Constitution
by treating religious and nonreligious groups differently.”
 
Even though the specific issue was different, surely that reasoning
applies to the filing of Form 990.  Churches and religious non-profit
organizations must be treated the same as nonreligious non-profit
organizations.
 
Sincerely,
Dianne M. Centa
Kent, Ohio
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From: Donna Cubit-Swoyer
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:59:15 AM


Currently the filing of non-profits and of churches is different, with churches having
less strict requirements, particularly in the filing of Form 990.
This inequality shows clear favoritism toward religious groups which should not be
allowed.  Any oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations should be equally enforced.


Please use this opportunity to provide equality in enforcing our tax codes.


Thank you for your attention.


Dr. Donna Cubit-Swoyer
1248 Harbor Town Way
Venice, FL  34292


941-496-8065
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From: Thomas Johnson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:43:13 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements
all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption.
Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The
privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.


              Sincerely,


              Thomas G Johnson
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From: RoseAnn Keating
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:09:06 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.


RoseAnn Keating
Paso Robles, CA
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From: Stace Tackaberry
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 3:22:41 PM


It is my understanding that currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from annually filing the above-referenced form.  All non-profit
organizations should be treated equally, a religious organization or not.


I serve on the board of a local non-profit (Advocates For Victims of Assault) which, I 
believe, provides as valuable a community service as any church must file annually the Form
990.


Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are
exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.  The privilege of not being
taxed must come with measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.


Thank you,
Stace Tackaberry 
Breckenridge, Colorado 80424 
USA
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From: Peter Wormer
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 2:26:10 PM


Dear Christie Preston,
As a  Taxpayer, 73 yrs old retired and living on a fixed income, it has always
irritated and offended me that the Tax Codes -as currently written- gives too much
"latitude" to ANYONE claiming to be a "religious" entiity/church/organization...
I feel very strongly that as more and more requests for tax excemptions for chrches,
are made -be they 501 (c) (3) or ANY others, the requirements to qualify be made
stricter, requiring MORE TRANSPARENCY, more detailed financial
disclosures/dealings to publicly accessible records..
I know I am not the oNLY taxpayer who has had to watch our tax system be
"gamed" by unscrupulously ambiitous money grabbers. Please demand more
disclosureo of any financial transactions from theirINCOME(fundraisings)-to their
(detailed).expenditures.
The time to  ATTEMPT to "even " the playing field is NOW and it is sorely needed to
every tax payng citizen.


I shall be watching your action in th ematter of church excemptions with great
interest, and hope thatyou will "factor  in" my feelings that so heavily impact ,my +
every other US TAxpayer's personal finances, Thank you..Peter WORMER..626-798-
4802.
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From: Howie Goldsmith
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS should stop preferential treatment of religion
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 4:36:48 PM


Ms. Preston,


I am strongly in support of the IRS ending preferential treatment of religious
institutions.   You must increase oversight and require those institutions to report
their income and expenses, just as secular charities must.  There have been
innumerable cases of abuse of the lax oversight given to this class of non-profits. 
Here are specific points.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


I hope you will address this gross injustice which in effect, constitutes government
endorsement of religion.  This is an injustice to non-believers such as myself and
constitutes an increase in my taxes to make up for these benefits accorded to
religious groups.


Respectfully,


Howard N Goldsmith
16 Alta Road
Sudbury, MA 01776
 


This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
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From: William H Clarke
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: RE: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 5:16:45 PM


Dear Ms Preston:


The IRS currently provides unequal treatment for churches compared to to secular 
non-profits in regard to having to fill out Form 990.
I think that all non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of 
whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS 
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure 
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their 
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know 
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. 
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) 
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be 
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming 
tax exemption.


Yours truly,


William H Clarke
1330 Lower Lincoln Hills Dr.
Missoula, MT  59802-3340
406/549-6214
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From: Nina Wallace
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: RE: My comments on Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 4:12:39 PM


To Whom it May Concern,


This is regarding Form 990.  I feel that if secular non-profit
organizations are required to file each year to retain their tax
exemption, churches should have to do the same.  All non-profit
organizations should be treated equally.  
 


One out of every five Americans do not follow a religion, and we pay
taxes. I, for one, do not want my taxes to subsidize religious
institutions.  I see no reason why they should receive special treatment.
 


Sincerely,


Nina Wallace
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From: Jay Stockbridge
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Re Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:44:17 AM


In regard to the income disclosure requirements in Form 990,  I urge the IRS to
treat all non-profit organizations the same and end the privileged treatment of
religious organizations. Please require churches and other religious groups to follow
the same IRS requirements demanded of other 501(c)(3) organizations.


Thank you.


James Stockbridge
212 South Brooks Road
Medical Lake, WA 99022
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From: Kenneth Gillespie
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Re: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:23:27 AM


Ms. Preston.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


Kenneth Gillespie


Sent from my iPad
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From: Barbara Emrys
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Relationships guys exemptions
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 1:33:32 PM


Hello,
I want to communicate my strong feelings about making religious organizations financially and
patriotically accountable. Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups.
At the very least, the IRS should require any entities that claim to be religious organizations to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption. This is 21st century America, and we
need to reflect the fairness and integrity of our age.
Many thanks,
Barbara Emrys
San Diego, Ca.
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From: Anne Galliher
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Response to Request for Comments concerning Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 12:46:09 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I am writing in response to the July 14, 2015 Federal Register notice requesting comments on Form
990 and related schedules.  As a taxpayer who believes in equal treatment for all and the need for
accountability by those who have the benefit of an IRS tax exemption, I strongly urge amendment of
existing rules and policies to eliminate the unwarranted exemption from disclosure requirements that is 
presently held by churches.   Many churches do good works and make good use of their donated
dollars, but as we’ve sadly learned, many (large and small) are simply vehicles to enrich their
leadership.  In this respect, churches are no different than other 501(c)(3) organizations — some good,
some bad.  But the taxpayer protections afforded by Form 990 are absent when it comes to churches.  I
see no reason for this justification other than simple politics and favoritism.  The IRS should not
condone this.  At the very least, any organization that claims to be “religious" (whatever that really
means) should be required to file an annual notice with the IRS indicating its intent to claim a tax
exemption.   


Thank you for your attention and the opportunity to comment on this important issue.


Respectfully,
Anne Galliher
5 Homestead Circle
Old Lyme, CT 06371
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From: Ed Allan
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Supporting Expansion of Form 990 Collection to include churches, synagogues, etc.
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 12:47:52 PM


Dear Ms Preston,


I strongly support the expansion of collection of Form 990 to include currently
exempt religious organizations.  


There is no valid reason why churches, temples, synagogues, ashrams, mosques,
etc. have been exempt for so long in the first place, and calling for them to disclose
the amounts they take in, the amounts they pay their leadership, and the amounts
they spend on other activities. Although massive amounts of cash and services are
involved, there is currently no accountability, either to the public at large or to
contributors (who take charitable deductions). The usual arguments against even
minimal accountability don't apply -- filing a 990 entails no involvement with internal
organization, content, soundness of spending decisions, etc.


Incidentally, I am surprised at the estimate of 63 hours 47 minutes per respondent.
Although obviously 501(c)(3) organizations vary tremendously in size and
complexity, most of the narrative information on the 990 form should vary only
trivially from one year to the next, and it seems to me that the financial information
should be pretty readily available from the routine accounting information that even
a teeny organization should be keeping on an Excel spreadsheet anyhow.


Sincerely,


Edward Jay Allan
32 Milford St.
Boston, Mass.  02118
617-426-7663
edwardjayallan@gmail.com
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From: Ying Barbara
To: &W&I M&P
Subject: Testers wanted - irs.gov search function
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 11:06:33 AM


Good morning.


On behalf of the Director, Publishing, I am requesting volunteers for an opportunity to
support service to our public customers!


Online Services (OLS) added a new “beta” search feature on irs.gov in February to find
Forms and Publications. It has been successful, and they are looking to expand the search
to prior year products.


Therefore, OLS is testing the beta search feature in the prior year Forms & Publications
section of IRS.gov. They are looking for several Publishing employees to spend about 6-8
hours in the next few weeks testing the application. For those involved in the beta search
testing earlier this year, this testing will be very similar. Testing instructions will be
coordinated through Doug King in OLS. The testing can be spread out over several days
and will help a great deal to implement a fantastic new search capability on IRS.gov.


Please respond by COB Wednesday, September 16 if you’re interested and cc your
manager.


Thank you.


Barbara Ying


PSD Application Administrator


*PSR Helpdesk (PSRHelpdesk@irs.gov)


240-613-5503
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From: Robert Swingle
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: comment on Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:59:35 AM


Re: Form 990


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. All non-profit organizations should be treated equally.


Thank you, 


Robert Swingle
62 Railroad Rd
Benton PA 17814
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From: Bob Conroy
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: comments related to Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 12:55:42 PM


Ms. Preston,


Currently the IRS provides unequal treatment to secular non-profits. Please limit the broad exemption
granted to churches. Churches and religious organizations currently do not have to send a notice to the
IRS that they are claiming a 990 filing exemption. Any group that claims it is religious avoids all public
transparency and accountability.


This is precisely the type of lack of oversight that allows for widespread abuse, preying upon vulnerable
populations, and fraud. Please stop giving special benefits to churches at public expense. All non-profit
organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position, or a
religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them
from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are
exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must
come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you,
Paul Conroy
conroy.bob@gmail.com
(919) 493-1238
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From: John Cioci
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990 comments
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:48:37 AM


I have experience as an officer in a couple of sports non profit entities and have
personal experience with form 990 reporting.


Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them
from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with,
or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a
right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.


I strongly believe that the reporting to the IRS should be the same for all
organizations receiving the tax benefits of 501(c) status.


Thank You,


John Cioci
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From: j grube
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 1:40:50 PM


Ms. Preston,
 


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to
file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


 
 
J. Grube
408 James Ave.
Erlanger, Ky 41018
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From: Judy McNamara
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: stop tax breaks and exceptions for churches. PLEASE
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 1:26:12 PM


I am a 76 year old woman who has felt like a like a second hand citizen most  of my
life due to the policy of our government  to support, with our money, religion.  It is
getting harder to take as now, as centuries ago, most killing is due to RELIGION.  
Where I live many churches hold tag sales with the money going to convert the
world to Christianity.  I read bumper stickers which read,
"I'm catholic and I vote".  Get your book and your pope out of government!
Now we have Kim Davis and her discrimination of gay people based on THE BIBLE
and she is supported in he hatred by my 
government.  Ever worse is she is praised as a hero by candidates for President of
the United States even though it is in violation of the constitution.  
Read again Thomas Jefferson's letter to the Danbury Baptist.  
GET GOD OUT OF GOVERNMENT  AND start by ending church tax breaks.
Not a big stretch from don't show your hair and cover your face to don't plan on
getting married if your gay.


Oh, and please punish those who defy the constitution from running for public
office. You cannot speak to the world about peace if your a bigot.  


Regards,
Judy A. McNamara
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From: Sonja Maglothin
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: tax exemption Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 9:40:29 AM


Dear Ms. Preston,


As an atheist tax-paying American citizen, I am deeply disturbed by the IRS's preferential treatment of
religious organizations' claim of tax exemption. This amounts to government endorsement of religion
over secularism, and defies the First Amendment.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse a secular
position or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. This will
hold religious organizations to the same standard as secular non-profits and maintain Separation of
Church and State, as the Bill of Rights intends.


Sincerely,
Sonja Maglothin
s.maglothin@gmail.com
4035 SE 92nd Avenue
Portland, OR 96266
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