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From: Farquharson, Nancy
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:05:51 PM


Ms. Preston,
 
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse
an atheist position, a religious position, or no position at all related to religion. Currently
the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege
of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability. Please make churches
conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
Nancy Farquharson


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email contains information from the sender that may be CONFIDENTIAL, LEGALLY PRIVILEGED,
PROPRIETARY or otherwise protected from disclosure. This email is intended for use only by the person or entity to whom it is
addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, any use, disclosure, copying, distribution, printing, or any action taken in reliance on
the contents of this email, is strictly prohibited. If you received this email in error, please contact the sending party by reply email,
delete the email from your computer system and shred any paper copies.


Note to Patients: There are a number of risks you should consider before using e-mail to communicate with us. See our Privacy &
Security page on www.henryford.com for more detailed information as well as information concerning MyChart, our new patient portal.
If you do not believe that our policy gives you the privacy and security protection you need, do not send e-mail or Internet
communications to us.
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From: Stephen
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:05:25 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of
whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position.
Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who
are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities
are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.


Respectfully,
Stephen D. Post
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From: David Watkins
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:03:52 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I am writing to urge the IRS to discontinue the priveleged
treatment of churches over other non-profits.  Please require
ALL non-profits, including all churches, to file form 990 each
year.  This will provide badly needed transparency, exposing
those who would exploit religion to make themselves wealthy. 


Sincerely,
David Watkins
Pullman, Washington
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From: Daniel Guiet
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:02:31 PM


To whom It May Concern:


Churches,religious tax empt organizations should have the same accountability , review and
audit requirements of all other 501 c 3 organizations. 


My wife and I vote and strongly believe that any unique exceptions are wrong.


Sincerely


Dan and Carol Guiet
Durango Co
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From: Wayne Tobola
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:00:52 PM


2 simple common sense points…


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious
organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing the 990
to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


Thank you
Wayne Tobola
wayne.tobola@gmail.com
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From: Helen Butt
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:59:51 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I am very concerned about the favoritism that is granted to churches which exempts
them from  the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose
their tax exemption. All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Please make churches conform to the same IRS
requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.


Sincerely,
Helen Butt
Hyattsville, Maryland
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From: Janet T
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990-churches should NOT be exempt
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:58:33 PM


Why are churches given privileged treatment?  All non-profits should be treated
equally.  Anything less is a violation of the separation of church and state.  Please
hold religious groups to the same standards that apply to the rest of us, and give
them the same level of scrutiny.  It's simply unfair and unjust to do otherwise.


Thank you,


Janet and Mark Thew
5572 St Francis Cir
Loomis CA 95650
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From: Ron Bro
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:10:23 PM


To Whom It May Concern,


As a tax payer and a private citizen, I do not think the tax exempt status churches
enjoy are remotely fair or should be continued a moment longer for several
reasons.  Focusing primarily on lost revenue that could be used to better improve
critical infrastructure, much like any other tax money, is my primary concern. Please,
I would ask you to change the antiquated practice of letting churches escape
scrutiny, when the people of the United States could use this money.


Thank You for your time,


Ronnie O Brooks 
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From: Walter L. Crider
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form990 comments
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:53:00 PM


Hi,


Without prejudice or favor the IRS as part of the U.S. secular government is required
to treat all entities equally. That should include all non-profit organizations.  


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Walter L. Crider, 3665A Climax Rd., Chatham, VA 24531
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From: Phil Luecke
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: 501(c)(3) organizations, and form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:03:21 PM


Ms. Preston:
 
I am a member of Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF)  so I imagine you know
what I am writing about.  But I will do it anyway…
 


·         Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against
religious organizations.


·         The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming
exemption from filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a
prescribed form).


The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.  Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements
as all other 501(c)(3) groups.


 
I know this is a difficult political and social issue, but the tax code should be fairer on
this issue than our political policies are.  
 
 
Phil Luecke
Bellevue, WA
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From: Leslie Weisse
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Fwd: form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:07:46 PM


Begin forwarded message:


From: Leslie Weisse <weisse@comcast.net>
Subject: form 990
Date: September 11, 2015 at 2:05:46 PM EDT
To: Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov


Dear Ms. Preston,
  I write to express my extreme disapproval in excepting religious 
organizations from the requirements for qualifying for tax-exempt status. 
The egregious violation of these organizations in qualifying by actively 
engaging in political activity and their attack on science, medicine and the 
progress of the human race is appalling. Enough is enough. Thank you!


Leslie Weisse
19 Lane of Acres
Shamong, NJ 08088
Tel: (609) 413-5160
weisse@comcast.net


Leslie Weisse
19 Lane of Acres
Shamong, NJ 08088
Tel: (609) 413-5160
weisse@comcast.net
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From: psuarez21
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Churches & non-profits
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:00:28 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.
A


Sent from Samsung Mobile.
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From: Caroline Miller
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS Chuch Exemption--Form 990.
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:58:50 PM


 
Please consider the following:
 


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious
organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing the 990
to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


 
 
Caroline Miller
http://booksbycarolinemiller.com
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From: ellahurrell@gmail.com on behalf of Ella Hurrell
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: My comments to the IRS in relation to Form 990.
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:12:23 PM


Internal Revenue Service
1111 Constitution Avenue NW, Rm 6129
Washington, DC 20224.


Dear Ms. Preston,


Please read my email with comments which relate to Form 990. I thank you in advance for your time.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. 


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally. (Currently the IRS singles out churches for
privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption.)


Please be consistent.


Regards,
Ella Hurrell
Tax payer
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From: martin.zanni@phasetechspectroscopy.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment on Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:09:27 PM


I am writing to comment on legislation related to Form 990.  I just learned that religious non-profits
do not need to file Form 990s.  That is absolutely insane!  Every organization that gets a tax break
should be required to be transparent and be required to operate by the same laws.  It is crazy to
think that religious organization should be exempt because, if you read the newspaper, you know
that there is indeed corruption within at least some religious non-profits.  The United State is a
tremendous country largely because we fight corruption so that everyone is equal.  Please do the
same for secular and religious non-profits.
 
Martin Zanni
3400 Cross St.
Madison WI 53711
608-233-1992
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From: Raymond Lonnie
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Pertaining to Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:09:05 PM


Dear Ms. Christie,


As James Madison said, "The Civil rights of none shall be abridged on account of religious
belief or worship, nor shall any national religion be established, nor shall the full and equal
rights of conscience be in any manner, or on any pretext, be infringed."


As an American who is guaranteed equal rights I find it hurtful and resentful the idea that my
tax dollars do not go as far as they could because the IRS allows a form of government
subsidized housing by selectively failing to tax the housing income of church leaders.  There is
no legitimate reason for this unlawful exemption to continue any longer.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measure of accountability.


Please require churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.


Kindest regards,
Raymond L. Land


2429 Turnbridge Glen
Escondido, CA 92027
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From: Stephen.Yeats@msasafety.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments relating to form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:07:47 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.png


ATT00002.png
ATT00003.png
ATT00004.png


Greetings Christie. 
I understand that the IRS and treasury are seeking comment regarding form 990 
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position.
Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all  other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with
some measures of accountability. Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all  other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption. 


Sincerely 


Stephen Yeats
Analyst / Programmer II
MSA Cranberry Woods
1000 Cranberry Woods Drive
Cranberry Township, PA 16066
U.S.A 
 


(724) 776-8490 (724) 719-0695


 1-800-MSA-2222


http://www.msanet.com
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From: jddigital@aol.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Please stop favoring churches
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:58:48 PM


Ms. Preston,


As a taxpayer and married gay man, I am greatly distressed by the IRS's preferred treatment of
churches.  The mammoth amount of political influence and wealth transforms churches into businesses,
pure and simple.  Please recognize this fact.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to
file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you for listening,


John Douglas
511 Midvale Avenue
St. Louis, MO  63130
jddigital@aol.com
(314) 283-0848
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From: david insley
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Concerning Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:57:48 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At
a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations,
to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


 


This message, including any attachments, is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is
intended solely for the addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not read,
use or disseminate the message or the information contained in it. If you have received this
message in error, please delete it immediately and contact the sender. 


David L. Insley 
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From: Kristy
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Equal Enforcement of Form 990 for non profits
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:54:48 PM


Ms. Preston,


All 501(c)(3) organizations should be treated equally under the law. By offering exemptions to
religious organizations they are afforded special privilege and can easily abuse this privilege. I
ask the following:


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious
organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing
the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


Regards,
Kristy Hitesman
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221
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From: Ron McLaughlin
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Privileged treatment of religious nonprofits
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:10:16 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I write to oppose the exclusion of churches from requirements to comply with the 
disclosure requirements that all other 501 (c)(3) must comply with to maintain their 
tax exemption. As a tax payer subsidizing tax exempt organizations I should be 
entitled to know what organizations are claiming tax exemption and to review their 
financial disclosures. Please force churches to comply with the same requirements as 
all other 501 (c)(3) organizations.


Thank you for your consideration.


Sincerely,
Ronald M. McLaughlin, DVM, DACLAM
Emeritus Professor, Veterinary Pathobiolgy, University of Missouri
2707 County Road 228
Fulton, MO 65251
573/642-9614
rmclaughlin@socket.net
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From: Ken Nahigian
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Rules - Please remove religious bias
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:03:48 PM


Internal Revenue Service
Attn: Christie A. Preston
 
Under current regulations, the IRS requires non-profit groups to report annual gross
income, disbursements and other tax information via the Form 990 informational
return. By the IRS's own estimate, this requirement amounts to a burden of
over 25 million man-hours. Yet federal law exempts churches and religious
groups from this onerous requirement. Such organizations need not even send a
notice to the IRS that they are claiming a 990 filing exemption! The discrepancy
reduces the fiscal transparency and accountability of churches, represents an
unequal treatment of secular non-profits, and equates to government favoritism
toward religion.
 
As a citizen with deep respect for the First Amendment, and treasurer for a
secular 501(c)(3) organization required to file a Form 990 each year, I feel harmed
by this discrepancy. I ask the IRS to limit the broad exemption granted to
churches, to enforce the same oversight rules for religious groups as for 501(c)(3)
organizations. At the very minimum, please require church entities claiming a
Form 990 Exemption to inform the IRS of this via a formal letter or prescribed
form. Thank you for considering my request.
 
Sincerely,
  Kenneth E. Nahigian
  9570 Harvest View Way
  Sacramento, CA 95827
  ph. 916-366-7061
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From: Marge Lambeth
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Public comment on Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:12:47 PM


Too many "mega-churches" are obscenely taking advantage of IRS rules and some
individuals are currently extremely wealthy because they are "exempt". In a country
where there are people who go hungry, this should be a crime. However, the
proposed changes are a good beginning in bringing some semblance of equality to
how 501(c)(3) organizations are treated.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. 


Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The
privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.
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From: Don Deakins
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comment
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:53:13 PM


As more and more people realize religion is just superstition, it’s time to
start treating churches the same as all other 501(c)(3) groups. I’d like to
see all religious organizations paying their fair share but they should at
least have to file some documentation with the IRS and it should be
subject to audit.


Don Deakins
9920 Hamby Road
Soddy Daisy, TN 37379
423-842-3140
don.deakins@gmail.com
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From: Al Porterfield
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: RE: Public comment on Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:12:07 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you for your consideration of these points.


Albert Porterfield, PhD
Amherst OH 
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From: nwbell@juno.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comment
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:57:12 PM


 
 


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups.  At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim
to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they
are claiming tax exemption
 
Norton Bell
1805 Cowper St.
Palo Alto CA 94301
650-328-8138
nwbell@juno.com



mailto:nwbell@juno.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov

mailto:nwbell@juno.com






From: Justin Doyal
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Religious Tax Exemption
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:57:07 PM


I, Justin N. R. Doyal, a 29 year old Georgia native living in Stockbridge GA, believe
all non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
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From: Jacqueline Bichsel
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comments
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:07:07 PM


I'm an individual concerned about the IRS's inequitable treatment of religious organizations when it
comes to nonprofit tax requirements. This is unconstitutional. As a government organization, the IRS
should respect the separation of church and state.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, a religious position, or any other position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must
comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right
to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The
privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.


Jacqueline Bichsel, PhD
Director of Research
CUPA-HR
Knoxville, TN
mobile: 314-882-1406


"Well-behaved women seldom make history." --Laurel Thatcher Ulrich



mailto:jacqueline.bichsel@gmail.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: Mick Fulton
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Remove Tax Exemption from Churches
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:37:32 PM


IRS:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Regards,


Mick Fulton


-- 
"Religion is regarded by the common people as true, by the wise as false, and by
the rulers as useful."  Seneca


"Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is not omnipotent.
Is he able, but not willing? Then he is malevolent.
Is he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evil?
Is he neither able nor willing? Then why call him God?”


Epicurus, [341270 B.C.] Greek philosopher
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From: Todd Stiefel
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comments
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:08:43 PM


Dear IRS,


As a donor, I need to know that my donations are going to organizations
with proper oversight.  Currently, many charities are not subject to the
same reporting requirements as others.  This harms donors who may find
themselves wasting money on organizations that are poor stewards.  It
encourages some organizations to be less careful with their finances
because they don't have to worry about public accountability.


Further, after the Citizens United SCOTUS decision, all corporations
(including 501c3 orgs) are considered persons.  The 14th Amendment's
Equal Protection Clause insists that the government treat all persons
equally.  Unfortunately, not all non-profits are treated equally now.


Please treat all non-profits fairly and equally.  All non-profits should
be required to turn in form 990 and should be subject to the same
likelihood of being audited.


Thank you for your consideration,


Todd Stiefel
Raleigh, NC
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From: Richard Martin Gmail
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Stop favoring churches over other non-profits in Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:56:51 PM


Dear Sir,


Please consider my comments about IRS Form 990 below.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an 
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged 
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations 
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, 
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial 
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a 
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to 
file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Please revise Form 990 by removing all privileged breaks given to churches. There is no 
justification for this policy in a secular democracy, and it is in violation of the 1st Amendment of 
the Constitution.


Richard Martin
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From: Lynn Inouye
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 reform
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:59:53 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I support the fair treatment of all tax payers and the idea that all citizens should pay 
their fair amount of taxes. Religious groups have received unfair tax relief for far too 
long and this needs to change. That these religious groups are not even required to 
complete the tax exempt forms that other non-profits must is something that needs 
to be corrected. Please work to require religious groups to conform to the same IRS requirements 
as all other 501(c)(3) groups. Any religious groups that involve themselves in the political process 
should be striped of their tax exempt status.


Sincerely,


Mark Langner
109939 Hwy 395
Coleville, Ca
96107
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From: Randy Bartlett
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Tax Dodgers
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:10:43 PM


Mr. Preston,


Please stop favoring the 'religion industry.'  This is a mix of business and charity.  The charitable part
should fall under non-profit.  Short of taxing the business part as a business, we should at least make
churches meet the disclosure requirements that all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Furthermore, please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.  The taxpayers
should not be subsidizing these businesses, especially when they provide all of these outlandish
luxuries to members and owners AND when they are continually violating numerous laws designed to
separate them from the government.  


Randy Bartlett 
LinkedIn Group: About Data Analysis
Website: http://www.BlueSigmaAnalytics.com
Analytics Magazine: http://goo.gl/Wod3gk, http://goo.gl/rZ7ys
Datafloq Blog: https://goo.gl/8u31Ok
Please visit the book and 'agree' to the reviews if they are helpful at: http://amzn.to/YGhXzv
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From: KC Caldwell
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:10:07 PM


I am writing to recommend that the IRS treat religious organizations the same as secular 501c3
organizations.
 
This should not be overly burdensome to churches and other religious organizations.  The primary
benefit to the public is the ability to publically scrutinize the large mega churches and televangelists
who take advantage of the current lack of transparency.  It will also allow an individual to review a
religious institution’s finances before they decide to join it.
 
It doesn’t make sense that a “church” can generate tens of millions of dollars and not have to
provide any public disclosure like any other charity would.  Furthermore, any organization like a
church that is dedicated to being morally beyond question should have no issue with having the
light of day shined on their finances.
 
Lastly, as John Oliver demonstrated just a few weeks ago, a person with no scruples can abuse this
religious exemption and be beyond the reach of the law.  While that abuse may not change with
making religious organizations file 990’s, it will allow concerned individuals, and the press, to
expose these people.
 
Thank you for your time in this matter.
 
KC Caldwell, CPA
 
 
 


7501 NW 4th Street, Suite 112
Plantation, Florida 33317
o:  954.585.2216
f:  954.585.2269
c:  954.600.5490
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From: Herb Davis
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Treatment of non-profits
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:51:13 PM


I respectfully request that all non-profits be treated equally. I see no reason I would
accept for treating a recognized religion or faith based group differently than any
other.


I'm an advocate of full disclosure for all non-profits which includes religious or non
religious groups when it comes to making the accounts of an organization open to
the public. 


Please and Thank you.
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From: Mike Hubbard
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990 comments
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:00:27 PM


As an atheist taxpayer, I don't think that I should subsidize religious organizations. 
Ideally all churches should be taxed, since they are essentially businesses.  At a
minimum, if a church is truly a non-profit organization, then the church should have
to submit the same paperwork to the IRS as other non-religious non-profit
organizations.  I don't understand why religious organizations are not treated the
same as non-religious organizations, as they should not be given special treatment
by the IRS.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
organizations.


Thank you,


Michael Hubbard
8591 Glennridge Ave NW
Clinton, OH 44216
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From: frank kavaler
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:59:47 PM


As John Oliver covered so well "churches" are treated so gently that it amounts to
legalized tax evasion. Our system works at all because we believe it is fair and
honest.  With, among other things, carried interest and non-church churches our
system of self reporting is in grat danger.
-- 


Franklin Kavaler
www.franklinkavaler.com
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From: Don Fraser
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:58:24 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I would like to express my opinion that all non profits should be treated equally with
no special exemptions for religious based institutions.  The taxpayers at large have a
legitimate interest in ensuring that the institutions that benefit from their support all
meet the same standards. Please close this "loophole".


Thanks,


Arthur D, Fraser
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From: Dana Tomasello
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:59:13 PM


Religious organizations a rife with fraud and should be held accountable! When is the IRS going to
make changes to begin to eliminate this legal fraud? 


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability. Please make churches conform to the same
IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations
that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.


Sincerely,
Dana Tomasello
a taxpayer for 50 years
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From: Art Naebig
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:57:10 PM


Dear Ms. Preston:
I am writing to request that ANY tax exempt organization be required to file the same
forms. The idea that just because an organization purports to have a religious function
makes it somehow unnecessary for it to file such forms is unrealistic. As we see in the
news, there are plenty of churches and ministers who are no more trustworthy that any
other groups and individuals. Besides, this special treatment for religious organizations
seems to violate the principle of separation of church and State.
Art Naebig
S1250 Elk Ct.
La Valle, WI 53941
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From: Edward Gallucci
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:55:20 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an 
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged 
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations 
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, 
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial 
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a 
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file 
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
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From: R S
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:55:05 PM


To Whom it May Concern:


I do not agree with the IRS allowing churches and other religious entities not having
to send the IRS a notice when they file & claim the 990 filing exemption. This is
special and unequal treatment of one entity over another, and I am writing this letter
in protest. The reason I am protesting this unfair treatment is because it lets churches
hide their financial records behind this cloak of non-compliance. As a non-profit they
need to beheld answerable to the public and the government, which is not as easy
when they do this. 


Churches get away with not paying taxes already. Taxpayers should be able to
access the information found in their tax records to keep transparency. Other non-
profits must do this so churches should be held accountable, too. To simply ignore
this important step of tax code is unfair to all the other non-profits, and costs them
considerably more money than churches. This is favoritism. 


The separation of church and state guaranteed in the U.S. Constitution is surely
being stretched beyond legality in too many ways with our government.  Let's at
least follow the laws in place and not show favor to churches over other non-profits
with tax filings.


Sincerely,
Rusti Schilling
PO Box 1847
McCall, ID 83638
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From: David Hertzel
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:54:57 PM


In response to the IRS’ request for public comment on Form 990:
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
Thank you for considering my input.
 
David Hertzel
Poway, CA
 



mailto:dhertzel@lendsure.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: Laurel Landes
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:54:47 PM


All non profits should be treated equally so all must file form 990. I am sick of
churches getting tax exemptions
Laurel Landes
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From: grogthing
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 1:50:43 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position,
or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers,
who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to
review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
- See more at: http://ffrf.org/news/action/item/23948-ask-irs-to-stop-favoring-churches-over-other-non-
profits#sthash.UAqTTxJv.r8jTajNf.dpuf
 
Gregory Huelsenbeck


"I have sworn, upon the altar of God, eternal hostility against every form of tyranny over the mind of man." -
Thomas Jefferson
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From: James Blase
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:09:25 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


Since this country believes that all people are created equal; it follows that all
501(c)(3) organizations formed by these equal people should also be equal. As an
equal taxpayer I would like all tax exempt organizations, regardless of religious or
non-religious affiliation, be required to comply with the Form 990 information reporting
requirements. Complete transparency should be a requirement in order to ensure no
fraud or behind-closed- door dealings are taking place. I want to be able to clearly
see what these organizations are doing and where all the money is going.


Thank you,
James P. Blase
Fort Worth, Texas
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From: Mark Clayton
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:06:53 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,
 
Regarding Form 990:
 
I believe that all non-profit organizations should be treated equally,
regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious
position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who
are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are
exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The
privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.
 
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations
that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the
IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
 
Best Regards,
 
Mark Clayton
214 Roycroft Avenue
Long Beach, CA  90803
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