
For the best experience, open this PDF portfolio in
 
Acrobat X or Adobe Reader X, or later.
 

Get Adobe Reader Now! 

http://www.adobe.com/go/reader




From: Alan Jenkins
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Regarding Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:44:58 AM


Please stop favoring churches over other non-profits.
 
The IRS estimates that the burden on non-profits filing a 990 return amounts to more than
25 million hours. Yet churches are automatically exempted from this onerous requirement
under federal law. This discrepancy shields churches from accountability and amounts to
government favoritism toward religion.
 
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse
an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for
privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other
501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are
subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from
taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must
come with some measures of accountability. Please make churches conform to the same
IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any
organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS
that they are claiming tax exemption.
 
I suggest two immediate changes: 
1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious
organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from
filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Alan L. Jenkins (U.S. citizen/taxpayer)
Hendersonville, NC 28792
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From: ejwinthrop@earthlink.net
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Regarding Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:33:44 PM


To Whom It May Concern,


As a tax payer and long time voter, I am taking this opportunity to share my thoughts on the upcoming
Form 990 as follows:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, non religious position or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for
privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt
groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.  


Ultimately, I would like to see a time when all organizations in this country including religious
institutions pay their fair share of taxes in order to provide the government with more tax revenue as it
is surely needed and a legal recognition that tax-exempt groups do not serve the greater good for this
country. 


Thank you in advance for your time and cooperation in this important matter


Dr. Elizabeth Winthrop
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From: Donald R. Miller
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Regarding form 900 reviews
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:10:52 AM


Mr. Preston,


We like to pride ourselves as a country for being fair and democratic in creating laws 
and public policy.
As I think about current events and the effect of inequality on our quality of life as a 
nation and for families, and the management of federal tax money, I feel some 
changes are suggested.


Our history of oversight of 501©(3) organizations should be managed and equally 
enforced - One can look at the size of mega churches with their non-religious 
activities and easily see that the tax code tilts strongly in favor of fostering profit 
making above traditional ethical values. After years of this tilt, we see the largest 
“religious” groups are being more creative in taking advantage of our good 
intentions in ways that limit communities ability to maintain their own public support 
structure. Examples include underfunded fire departments and public utilities.


Please give my suggestion some serious thought as you look to the impact tax code 
has had on our original separation from European tax inequality.


Thank you for your service,


Donald R Miller
104 Mockingbird Lane
Oak Ridge, TN
cell 865 776-5171
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From: Jeff Beal
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Regarding form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:45:45 PM


I recently heard that the IRS is considering a policy change that would require churches and other
religious organizations to report their finances to IRS, presumably to maintain their 501c3 status.  I
have been devoutly religious for much of my life, but recently lost my faith in religion, generally. 
Part of my disaffection with the church I belonged to was their complete lack of transparency
around all things financial.  Due to my lifelong faith, though, I am deeply sensitive to any risk of
losing the religious freedom so important in our nation.  I also recognize that the power to tax gives
the government significant power to influence and control how organizations behave, and am
concerned at potential conflict in this area.
 
So, I guess what I’m saying so far is, that it’s complicated and I don’t envy you the decision. 
Transparency, though, is a good principle, I think, and the government can do something here to
help prevent people from being defrauded by charlatans claiming to be a church to take their
money and build grandiose buildings and travel the world to “preach” rather than to do useful
things with the money.  I believe that we can find a way to increase transparency here without
infringing on the religious liberties of churches.
 
-- Jeff
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From: Philip Kizer
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Regarding the Comment Request for Form 990 and Related Schedules
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:43:17 AM


As an individual that has been involved in multiple non-profit
organizations [501(c)(3)] that must disclose a variety of financial
information via the Form 990 (the ones I have been involved with have
all been small enough that the Form 990-EZ was sufficient), I see the
Form 990 as a good tool to report and evaluate those organizations that
are receiving monies from the public.


In particular, the form helps the organizations ensure their books are
kept up-to-date and correct.  Additionally, since any organizations
filing the 990 (either form) are making a claim of public benefit
sufficient to warrant the non-profit status and benefits, the
information provided on the 990 form is a perfect way to publicly
demonstrate how well they make use of those monies to benefit their
target audience or cause.


As such, as one of the American tax-payers interested in both helping
people and causes via non-profits and in being better informed about
which non-profits make better use of time and money given to them it is
in my own best interest to be able to evaluate any and all non-profits
prior to providing them any of my own support, be that time or money.


Therefore, I strongly hold that there should be no exemptions for
non-profit organizations from filing at least the minimal Form 990-EZ:


• All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, including
those that espouse a religious position.  To exempt any organization
gives them a privilege not held by other Americans and organizations. 
Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who
are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities
are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.


• Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all
other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum the IRS should require any
organizations that claim to be religious organizations to file an annual
notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption, though I would
prefer a requirement of at least filing the 990-EZ rather than a mere
notice of exemption.


With no requirement for even minimal reporting to prove they are acting
in the public benefit they claim, there can be no assurance they are
truly acting as either a non-profit or as a public benefactor.  Worse,
because all of the monies that pass through can be hidden, how can the
IRS not be sure those with bad or even criminal intent are not making a
false claim with the intent to hide illegal transactions?


Please require all non-profit organizations adhere to the same rules and
none are privileged above any other.  Remove exceptions to filing the
990 or 990-EZ and make it so that all non-profit organizations, even
religious non-profit organizations, are required to file the same forms
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so the public can know of their public good.


Thank you,
Philip Kizer








From: bjk1961@yahoo.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Regarding the use of Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 11:42:46 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability. 


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.



mailto:bjk1961@yahoo.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: Audrey Campbell
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Separation of Church and State
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:02:39 AM


Dear Christie,
     I have long held the view that churches and church properties should pay
tax as do other property holders.  Additionally, their income should be
subjected to taxation as are all other for profit entities.  The tax proceeds
should be used for funding infrastructure maintenance, education and fine arts,
which are sorely neglected in our current budget.  Religions are a huge
business. 


bfn-Audrey Campbell
ckeep2@aol.com
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From: Harold Erickson, Ph.D.
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Stop supporting religion
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:30:04 PM


I am a free thinker, and I object to the unequal treatment of religious organizations vs secular non-
profits.  I think IRS should require religious groups to file the same justification of their exemption as all 
other non-profits.  I support the position of the position of Freedom from Religion Foundation.


Harold Erickson
132 Pinecrest Rd.
Durham NC 27705
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From: marilyn
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Tax-exempt status of churches
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:39:01 AM


Of course Churches should have the same requirements  Any other non-profit
organization. I know that some churches are simply a huge money making deal For
some guy.


Sent from Samsung Mobile.
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From: Rich Little
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: The IRS and Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 2:59:41 AM


As a concerned citizen and taxpayer, I think there should be a level playing field when
it comes to 501(c)(3) organizations. The IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are
subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from
taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed
must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.


Thank you for your service and thank you for considering my request.


Rich Little
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From: Hans de Bruijn
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: This e Mail relates to Form 990 public comment
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 11:12:22 PM


I think it is important to make sure the government respects the law that says not to make laws
that respect the establishment of religion.  People charged with enforcing laws must therefore rise
to the level of doing things that they may not agree with or believe to be right.  It also means that
religion and non-religion and any other form of believe and thinking must respect the coexistence
of what they cannot accept for themselves.    This is very difficult and requires internal security and
invites foreign and strange concepts to thrive and to perceive parallel thinking as a concept that
can exist.  This legal constitutional umbrella is what I so admire in the United States of America.
 
So for this reason I think it is important that all non-profits, religious or not report their statement
of condition as I have to report my status as an individual.  Electronic filing makes reduction of
paperwork possible.  Allowing unequal treatment is obstruction of the law and can only be done if
respect for the law that insures respect for other people fades.  Then respect for other people will
fade………
 
Hans de Bruijn
933 Mondale Road
Lancaster, PA 17601
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From: WAFrambach@aol.com
To: Preston Christie A
Cc: waframbach@aol.com
Subject: Unbiased requirement to file Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:55:58 AM


 
Internal Revenue Service
Attn: Christie A. Preston
 
The principal activities of the various humanist societies, of organizations that
question the historical authenticity of some ancient documents, and of every church
I know of, are to persuade humans to believe some contentions about the subject
matter of religion and to reject contrary contentions about the same subject of
religion. 
 
Other than perpetuating past practice, is there any cogent reason to require some of
them, but not all of them, to file forms 990?
 
    Willis A. Frambach
    13281 Del Monte Drive, Apt. 34-G
    Seal Beach, CA 90740
 
 
Willis A. (Bill) Frambach
"The greatest ignorance is to reject an idea that one does not understand." -- translated
loosely from "Apology" by Plato, circa 428 - 347 BCE. Half of a millennium later, Epictetus,
circa 55 - 135, added, "It is impossible to begin to learn that which one thinks one already
knows."
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From: WantTo Know
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: With Regards to Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:23:25 PM


Dear Ms. Preston;


I understand that you are taking into consideration comments from the public regarding
churches and Form 990. It is my pleasure to inform you how I feel and believe regarding
this subject matter. 


Not long ago I watched a segment on "Last Week with John Oliver" about how many
churches encourage their "flock" to send in "seed" money to their church in the belief that
if they do the money will be returned to them many times over. Besides that being
laughable in this day and age all it does is make many of these "prosperity gospel" church
pastors rich with with no accounting for that inflow of money. You have the ability to
change that now and start holding them accountable with Form 990. 


I have a mother that, over time, has donated much money to Benny Hinn, one of the
biggest snake oil salesman of our age. My mother needs that money to live on but chooses
to send too much of it to this man who makes many promises to his followers that, to this
day, I have never seen one of them come true. But in the money flows in and as the stage
is set now he knows he can get away with such charlatan acts. Please rethink your position
on church and taxes and start auditing ALL of them.  


Now that I have told you a personal story of mine I've included a few bullet points below
for clarity.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.
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Thank you for your time with this and I hope what I have shared will inspire you to take
action with auditing churches with Form 990.


Sincerely,


Truit Trowbridge








From: Microsoft Outlook
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Your mailbox is almost full.
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 2:00:03 AM
Importance: High


Your mailbox is almost full.


491MB 500MB
Current size Maximum size


Please reduce your mailbox size. Delete any items you don't need from your mailbox and empty your
Deleted Items folder.
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From: CARLOS DIAZ MORALES
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: "Ways to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity" of the 990 information collected.
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:38:53 AM


Dear Christie A. Preston
I am writing to provide information related to the request for comment on the 990
filing requirement for certain non-profits by the Internal Revenue Service and the
Treasury Department.
 
Please take note of my concerns and comments;
 


<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        <!--[endif]-->All non-profit organizations should be treated
equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious
position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and
to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come
with some measures of accountability.


<!--[if !supportLists]-->·        <!--[endif]-->Please make churches conform to the same IRS
requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require
any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice
with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


The IRS must take a broad view when examining requirements that force only some
non-profits to file costly and burdensome 990 informational returns. A more
complete examination of the 990 return requires the IRS to start treating all non-
profits the same. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim
to be religious organizations exempt from 990 filing requirements to file an annual
notice with the IRS that they exist and are claiming the exemption.
 
Truly yours
 
Carlos Diaz Morales
17307 Jackson Pines Dr.
Houston Tx – 77090
Ph. 281 537 8128
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From: derwolfpack .
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: churches
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 5:14:47 AM


Why special privilege for religion? 
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From: Kayla
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: comments relate to Form 990.
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:34:52 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.


Personally, I disagree with churches even have tax exempt status. The money raised
could be used to do REAL good, like support education or out reach programs,
infrastructure (creating jobs), etc.  I know that this talking point will be ignored, but
church is now become a business........ it should be treated as such. 
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From: Craig Bean
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: comments related to Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:48:32 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At
a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to
file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


- See more at: http://ffrf.org/news/action/item/23948-ask-irs-to-stop-favoring-churches-over-
other-non-profits#sthash.fSbAGMnp.sq8HMz94.dpuf
 
Thank you!


Craig Bean 
bonsaibean2000@yahoo.com
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From: Dale Johnson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990 comment
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:05:35 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.


Dale Johnson


New Glarus, Wisconsin
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From: William Halstead
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990 comments
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:43:07 PM


Please work to remove the exemption for religious organizations. Financial transparency is equally
important for those groups. Taxpayers should be able to know where all monies donated to tax-exempt
charities go, regardless of the charitable group’s secular or religious status.


Thank you,
William M. Halstead
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From: BARBARA LUDER
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990 public comment
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:22:28 AM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I am writing regarding your call for public comment on form 990 required of all secular non profits. As a
citizen of the United States and active participant in the political process, I would like to make the
following observations.


It is my understanding that currently church organizations are not required to file form 990, whereas all
other 501(c)(3) non profit organizations are.  I feel this is clearly discrimination of secular non profit
groups and unfairly burdensome to them in comparison with the favored treatment given to "church"
non profits.  Why are religious groups automatically granted exemption from the burden of filing form
990? I see this as a clear violation of the separation of church and state principle upon which our
country was founded.  The internal revenue service is showing favoritism towards religious non profits
at the expense of secular ones.  It is also a gaping loophole for any organization calling itself a
"church" to abuse our system of taxation.  And who gets to pay the price for this type of abuse?
 Myself and every other citizen of this country who pays their fair share of taxes.


Please do what you can to stop this discriminatory practice of  having separate filing rules for secular
versus church nonprofits. 


I sincerely thank you for your attention to this matter.


Barbara Luder, MD
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From: Dweezles@aol.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:08:42 AM


Hello,
 
All churches and religious groups in the United States should be required to
meet the same expectations as other non-profit entities.
 
Thank you.
 
Heather Webber
797 Elysian Fields Rd.
Nashville, TN  37204
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From: Art R
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 11:28:25 PM


Dear Ms Preston,


I am flabbergasted to find that churches and religious organizations can claim to be non-
profit organizations but they are not required to file form 990 or otherwise account for
their finances.  This means government gives them a license for financial abuse.  It also
means the government discriminates against all non-religious non-profit organizations, by
giving religious organizations preferential treatment.  


I hope that this injustice will be corrected, and the government starts treating ALL non-
profit organizations the same way, regardless of their religious involvement.


sincerely


Arthur Rozum
Anchorage, AK
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From: Gary Huber
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:41:18 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability. -
See more at: http://ffrf.org/news/action/item/23948-ask-irs-to-stop-favoring-churches-
over-other-non-profits#sthash.DXot8T99.dpuf


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they
are claiming tax exemption.


- See more at: http://ffrf.org/news/action/item/23948-ask-irs-to-stop-favoring-churches-over-other-non-profits#sthash.DXot8T99.dpuf
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From: Nicole Kirby
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: from 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 11:47:58 PM


Churches should not be exempt from paying taxes. From a business and financial
standpoint, they are just as liable for paying taxes as any other business owner.
Most churches demand at least 10 percent of each member's income. So, let's do
some calculations. If a church has 50 members and each of them make $200 per
week (which most people make more than that), assuming that everyone pays the
church their 10 percent, then the church would be getting at least $4000 per month.
The church is usually only ran two days per week, so the light bill shouldn't be more
than $200 per month. Assuming that these calculations are correct, they would have
$3800 left. That would be more than enough for everyone that works there to live
extremely comfortably. The preachers usually live so comfortably that they are able
to afford new cars while the people that give them money have to drive old cars.
They preach about how it should be easy for people to live on 90 percent of their
income, so why shouldn't they pay taxes while they guilt the tax payers into giving
them their money. There is no valid logical excuse as to why churches shouldn't
have to pay taxes just like everyone else.
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From: Steven Clark
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: public comment on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:03:23 PM


As a former Mormon I hope that the U.S. government will soon require religious
organizations like The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to open their
books to its members and to the public. 


This is one reason I officially resigned my membership from The LDS Church - they
keep their books secret. Why should I donate 10% of my income to a secret
organization. 


Steven Clark 
439 Richins Ranch Road
Wanship, UT 84017
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From: Bob
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: re: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:44:41 AM


 Dear Ms. Preston:
I am in favor of making churches and all other religious organizations financially accountable to the IRS and
making that information available to the citizens of the United States.


Sincerely,
Robert Weaver
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From: Dave Seward
To: Preston Christie A
Cc: Dave Seward
Subject: regarding form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 2:10:45 AM


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious
organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing the
990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).
 
Dave Seward
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From: Heidi Pflaum
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: regarding form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:53:17 AM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I am strongly opposed to the exemption that Churches enjoy at our expense. I agree with the 
Freedom from Religion Foundation request that  any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations 
should be equally enforced against religious organizations, and that the IRS should, at the 
very minimum require church entities claiming exemption from filing the 990 to inform the IRS 
through a letter.


I also support the FFRF message  that I’ve cut and pasted below.


Thank you,


Heidi Pflaum


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they 
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out 
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements 
all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, 
who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt 
from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being 
taxed must come with some measures of accountability. 
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) 
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be 
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax 
exemption.
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From: Angela Fishel
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: stop favoring churches
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:41:03 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


Please put an end to the IRS special treatment given to religious organizations. 
Many organizations contribute to the well being of our citizens.  


Our family of atheists have been involved in many humanitarian and philanthropic
organizations.  Religions may also help people, but they deserve no prioritized
treatment.  Why should they?  Is our government trying to subsidize irrational
beliefs?


Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against
religious organizations.


Thank you,


David & Angela Fishel
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From: Barrett Fletcher
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: 501c3 reporting requirements
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:12:06 PM


'Churches' should have the same form 990 reporting
requirements as any other secular, environmental, educational
or whatever, purported nonprofit.
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From: Linda File
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comments
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:03:51 PM


Dear Ms. Preston;


I am writing to ask that all non-profit organizations be treated equally in the IRS
Code. Churches now receive privileged treatment by being exempted from the
disclosure requirements of all other 501(c)(3) groups.


There should be no favoritism in disclosure requirements. Taxpayers are subsidizing
tax-exempt groups and have a right to know the general financial disclosures of all
organizations receiving this coveted benefit.


That churches are given a favored status and not required to have the same
accountability of other non-religious groups is unfair.


In a lifetime of church involvement, and now non-religious, lack of accountability
was one of the reasons I separated myself from religion. In at least one church I
attended funds were casually spent by a leader with very little input from an
'advisory' board (with no veto power); we discovered years later that the leader had
never finished the paperwork for actual 501(c)(3) status. In fact, he boasted that he
took in over a million dollars in his organization over one year in our small
community; this with no accountability. This is not uncommon. That the IRS allows
this without questioning allows citizens to be taken advantage of with no recourse.
This should not happen. Any churches who are legitimate should be glad to have all
churches held to the same standard as all non-profits.


Thank you for requiring churches to show that they are accountable under the IRS
code.


Linda File
2350 Mission Road
North Pole, AK 99705
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From: Parvin Baharloo
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 1:51:16 PM


Mr. Preston,
I was previously and am now presently a member of several non-profit organizations which
fall under the rulings of 501(c)(3) status. As such we submit the form 990 on a regular basis.
I full understand the importance of our our system of government to oversee the legal status
of those seeking tax exempt status. I also take great issue with some organizations being
allowed to circumvent the rules. All non-profit organizations should be treated equally.
Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review why they are being exempt. The privilege of
not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability. I, as a tax payer have a
right to know what organizations I am subsidizing. 


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At
a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations,
to file an annual notice with the IRS. They must be held accountable and prove they follow
the law as all non-profits are required. I wonder how the religious right would feel if they
knew they were subsidizing non-Christian groups especially when those groups espouse
violence?
Jack M. Pedigo
23 Cross Rd.
Lopez Island WA 98261
360-468-3368
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From: Roger Dumas
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990: Fair treatment for secular and religious not-for-profits alike
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:56:26 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


Not-for-profit groups provide valuable services to our communities, but our
government should not discriminate between them based on their professing (or
eschewing) of belief in the supernatural.  It is wrong to exempt US citizens from
onerous and time-consuming record-keeping simply because they claim to be
affiliated with a 'federally-approved' religion.


Please make churches and belief-based groups conform to the same IRS
requirements for all 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any
organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with
the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption. To be truly fair, all 501(c)(3)
groups should be required to disclose annual gross income, disbursements and other
tax information, as put forth in Form 990. 


Sincerely,


Dr. Roger E. Dumas
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA
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From: glenn_ingo@yahoo.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 2:29:45 PM


 
I am whole heartedly in favor of churches conforming to the rule of every other non-profit.
They have become overt political organizations and their benefit to society is questionable
at best. Under the present exemption, they have a license to print money. Money which is
used to support political causes.


Thank you,


Glenn Ingo
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From: tgarrick@mindspring.com
To: Preston Christie A
Cc: tgarrick@mindspring.com
Subject: Support for 990 form _ but to EVERY nonprofit.
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 1:57:24 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I am a federal employee (34 Years) and a physician.
I pay taxes and can not afford to send my children to private colleges without taking loans.
I see IRS giving sweet-heart deals to "Non-profits" such as churches and other religious organizations
whose public views (as in the ongoing Kentucky government employee who won't hand out marriage
licenses). I am outraged by how easily IRS lets these alleged religious organizations spend my taxed
dollars.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you.


Thomas Garrick, M.D.
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From: Jay Herman
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 2:03:37 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim
to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are
claiming tax exemption. 
In economic times such as these, taxes collected from churches (especially the so-
called "megachurches" worth billions, can go a long way in helping to alleviate
federal budget woes and the deficit. At the very least, they should shoulder their
share of the burden.
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From: Loyal Jacob
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:57:57 PM


Please understand that I am not anti-religion or anti-anything, but I feel in all
fairness that religious organizations must be held accountable, financially, just as are
other not-for-profit organizations. Specifically:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


I hope that serious consideration will be given to this point of view.


Sincerely,


Loyal Jacob
5602 Pheasant Lane
Middleboro, MA 02346 


-- 


You're just jealous because the voices only talk to me.
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From: norman pfeiffer
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:53:22 PM


     I believe that all non-profit organizations should be treated
equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position, or a
religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for
privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements
all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a
right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must
come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations
that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with
the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you.


Norman Pfeiffer
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From: Kathryn Allen
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:46:59 PM


To the IRS.     Please require religious organizations to file with the IRS as you do 
secular 501c3 organizations.   


I believe that the IRS should do something to avoid the another spectacle like that 
of John Oliver’s expose of how easy it is to become a “church.”   


Very truly yours,   
Kathryn E. Allen
4801 S. Vineyard Way
Columbia, Missouri
65203
573-445-5325
keallen37@centurytel.net


keallen37@centurytel.net
keallen37@gmail.com
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From: norman pfeiffer
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:45:12 PM


     I believe that all non-profit organizations should be treated
equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position, or a
religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for
privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements
all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a
right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must
come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations
that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with
the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you.


Norman Pfeiffer
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From: deb cudworth
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990, Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax Under Section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the


Internal Revenue Code
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:31:03 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to
file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Deborah Cudworth
412 Jason Ct
New Hope, PA 18938
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From: Lynn Lipton
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:55:20 PM


I feel so strongly about the Separation of Church and State and the wisdom of our
Constitution. I resent personally resent having to support any religion, but feel
equally as strong about their right to exist. There should just be fairness in play.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Please take a hard look at how unfair the current tax laws are in regards to non-profit
organizations and correct them.


Thank you,
Lynn Lipton
21 Adriance Avenue
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
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From: mark_gunnell@comcast.net
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990: Eliminate Church Exemption
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:20:05 AM


Religious organizations should be subject to the same rules as secular non-profit organizations.  Several
churches abuse their tax-free status and financial accountability exemptions; essentially extorting their
followers into providing lavish lifestyles for leaders.  People should have a right to see how their
donations are being used so they can make informed decisions.  Please consider eliminating church
exemptions on form 990.


Thank you,
M Gunnell
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From: John Kuhns
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 999 comments
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:58:48 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS they are claiming tax
exemption.


Sincerely 
John Kuhns
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From: Ken Veto
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:00:38 PM


I am the president of our community water association.  It is a 501c(3)  corporation that serves 10
families that share water from two private wells in the community.  We collect a water usage fee
each month from every household to pay for pump electricity and maintenance on the wells.  This
money is deposited in a savings account which I draw out of to pay bills.  I have to fill out a form
1120H every year in order to justify not paying income tax on the interest in the savings account
(about $14.00 last year)
 
The IRS, however, gives a broad exemption granted to churches. Churches and religious
organizations currently do not even have to send a notice to the IRS that they are claiming a 990
filing exemption! Any group that claims it is religious avoids all public transparency and
accountability.
 
This is precisely the type of lack of oversight that allows for widespread abuse, preying upon
vulnerable populations, and fraud. It is time that the IRS to stop privileging churches at public
expense.
 
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
secular position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
 
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
 
 
Best Regards,
Ken Veto
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From: Jeff Borelli
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:03:53 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


Many churches abuse their tax exempt status by directing their members how to
vote and/or endorsing political candidates/issues.  The IRS needs to investigate such
instances and rescind their tax exempt status where necessary.


Thank you for your attention to this matter.


Jeff Borelli
2373 Edgevale Road
Columbus, Ohio 43221-1217
(614) 442-9767 
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From: barcud@gmail.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:26:12 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability. Please make churches conform to the same
IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations
that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.


Thank you-
Christian E Becker
Seattle, WA
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From: mycatdoestricks@buckeye-express.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS Tax Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:25:11 PM


Christie Preston


I am writing IRS form 990.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 151 (c) (3)
groups.  


Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups have a right to know what entities are
exempt from taxation, and to review general financial disclosures.


ALL non-profits should be treated equally, Regardless of whether they espouse an
Atheist position,  or a Religious position.


The privilege of NOT being taxed must come with some measure of accountability.  At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
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From: Warne White
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS should not favor religious organizations over other non profit organizations.
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:23:14 AM


Dear Christie, 


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption!!


Dr. Warne White
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From: Robert
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS stop favoring churches over other non-profits -
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 7:31:41 AM


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing the 990
to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability. -


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption. 


Thank you for taking the time to read my letter, 


Robert D. Frank
2704 Shed Road Apt 213 B
Bossier City, LA  71111-3031
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From: Nancy Christopher
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: My Comments relate to Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 2:13:52 PM


Please consider this when making your decision on exemptions for
churches.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption.
 
Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.
 
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


FFRF's comment as well as my own provides two suggested immediate
changes:


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced
against religious organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming
exemption from filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a
prescribed form).


Thanks you for your consideration,


Nancy Christopher
Warren, Michigan
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From: Larry Holland
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: My Comments relating to the IRS Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:16:40 AM


Dear Ms. Preston (IRS):


Below is my comment to you about the IRS favoring any organization that
claims to be religious over non-profit organizations that are be secular.


 


Logically and legally all non-profit organizations should to be treated the same,
regardless of whether they espouse a religious position or a non-religious
position. The IRS currently singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are
subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt
from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not
being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


 


It is only right that IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations be equally enforced
against religious organizations.


 


Thank you and I hope this can be rectified.


Sincerely,


Sheryl L. Holland


Watervliet, Michigan



mailto:lar8180@gmail.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: John Eckenstein
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Non profit
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:23:52 AM


Dear Christie,


  Please treat all non-profits the same.


Thank You,
John.....


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Michele Glenn
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Non-Profits and Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:45:20 AM


Dear Christie A. Preston:


In reference to non-profits and Form 990:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.


Thank you.


Michele Glenn
Baltimore, MD
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From: Rich Costello
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Non-profit oversight
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:24:50 AM


1)Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing the 990
to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


Rich Costello
4115 Interlake Avenue N.
Seattle, WA. 98103
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From: fbookheim@gmail.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Non-profits
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:49:40 AM


Non-profits should be treated equally by the IRS.  I realize that my tax money often goes to things I
don't agree with, but at least the rules are usually consistent.  Why should the non-profits that I give to
be subject to different rules than the religious organizations that seem to hate me because I am an
atheist?  We are supposed to be a religious neutral country.


Thanks, Fran Bookheim
Sent from my iPad
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From: richard stowell
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Obey Your Laws
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:25:59 AM


Stop abetting the religious fraud, theft and traitorous acts of the
religious fanatics in their attempt to force Christianity into
government  enforce SR 990 on all charities including not so
charitable Christianity.
No entity should be excluded from from accountability that all
others are required to live by.
Thank you
Jacqueline T Stowell, wife, mother, senior citizen, and tax payer.
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From: jimrich1@comcast.net
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Privileged treatment of churches
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:16:14 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to
file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
Thank you for your consideration.


                         James H. Richardson
                         783 Kittredge Court,
                         Aurora, CO. 80011
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From: Thomas Gilbert
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Public Comment Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:05:36 AM


My position is as follows regarding Form 990;


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an 
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged 
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations 
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, 
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial 
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a 
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file 
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank You for your consideration,


Tom and Julie Gilbert
W328S8885 S Oak Tree Dr
Mukwonago, WI 53249
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From: Jim Susko
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Public Comment on Form 990 requirements
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:59:41 AM


Dear Sirs:


 


On September 11 of this year the Freedom From Religion Foundation, of which I am a
member, informed me that the IRS automatically exempts "churches" from providing any
concrete proof that they actually qualify for the non-profit tax exemption.  Apparently,
the IRS has drank the Cool-Aid that godliness makes one incapable of cheating.  If the
IRS actually buys this, perhaps the government should exempt religious figures from
pedophilia laws as well.  Or not.


 


This constitutes unequal treatment of secular institutions. Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3)
organizations must be equally enforced against religious organizations.


 
Thank you
 
James A Susko
7600 TR 94
Findlay, Ohio 45840
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From: Hank Baskin
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Public comment about Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:54:07 AM


Dear Christie Preston,


I am a physician (Pediatric Radiologist) in Salt Lake City, Utah. My family’s volunteerism
and charitable contributions are focused on almost entirely on children’s advocacy issues, and
as such, are almost entirely secular in nature.


Oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations is obviously important function of the IRS, however, if
we are to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the 990 information collected by the
government, it is obvious that the first step is to equally enforce Form 990 filing requirements
by all 501(c)(3) organizations, including religious organizations.


I find it disturbing that churches and religious organizations are automatically exempt from
submitting this information.  Such an exemption amounts to an unfair privilege given to
churches, and does so at a cost to the American taxpayer. Seeing that not all taxpayers
(myself included) appreciate subsidizing religious organizations, this privilege represents a
clear example of governmental favoritism of religion. No matter one's personal religious
beliefs (or lack thereof), this is plainly counter to the ideal of separated church and state that
is so important in our democracy.


Please end religious organizations’ automatic exemptions for filing Form 990 and begin
treating ALL non-profit organizations equally.


Respectfully, 
Hank Baskin, MD
Salt Lake City, UT
801-910-4265
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From: Leonora Midgley
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Public comment form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:55:26 AM


Dear Ms. Preston,


All secular non-profit organizations are required to file this form each year to retain their tax exemption. 
The 990 informational return requires non-profits to report their annual gross income, disbursements 
and other tax information to the IRS — and to the U.S. public which subsidizes tax-exempt 
organizations. The IRS estimates that the burden on non-profits filing a 990 return amounts to more 
than 25 million hours. Yet churches are automatically exempted from this onerous requirement under 
federal law. This discrepancy shields churches from accountability and amounts to government 
favoritism toward religion.  All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether 
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for 
privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) 
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt 
groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial 
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability. 


Churches should conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, 
the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice 
with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you, Leonora P. Midgley, Park City UT
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From: Lon Morgan
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: RE: public comment on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:58:59 PM


Hello.
I understand you are gathering comments and views relating to "Form
990".  Presumably this may relate to the question of  which organizations
should be exempt from Income Tax.


I am a very firm view that ALL religious organizations should be subject to
full disclosure and reporting of all incomes they receive and disbursements
they make.   As it is they receive tax free income and also enjoy the public
services (fire, police, etc.) as other entities yet do not contribute to the cost
thereof. All religions should be fully taxed at the local, state and federal
levels in the same manner as other businesses.


Thank you for your efforts.
Lon Morgan
208-890-5406
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From: Mike Wenz
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Re: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:00:01 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


- See more at: http://ffrf.org/news/action/item/23948-ask-irs-to-stop-favoring-churches-over-other-
non-profits#.dpuf


-- 
Thank you.


--


Mike Wenz


Sent from my iPhone.
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From: Brenda Donoho
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Re: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:26:28 AM


Greetings! 
I'm an old woman living on Social Security. There are days towards the end of the month when my
cupboards and fridge have gone Mother Hubbard. So when I see news about these "televangelists"
raking in billions to buy crystal palaces and private jets; fleecing even the poorest people to satisfy their
hunger for power and material goods, I get sick to my stomach. And knowing that they don't have to
report a nickel of these ill-gotten funds ruins my whole day. 


Any group that claims it is religious avoids all accountability to the tax-payer. The folks at the IRS need
to rethink this lack of oversight that allows our tax dollars to flow unchecked into supporting widespread
abuse by these preying mantis types. 


My Grandpa believed that any preacher on TV must be legit, and often sent them money he couldn't
afford. (He also believed that wrestling 'matches' on TV were the real thing, bless his heart.) There are
millions of gullible, vulnerable people in the USA who are being victimized by these mega-churches. 


Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious organizations;
or at the very least, the IRS should require churches claiming exemption from filing the 990 to inform
the IRS through a letter or form of some kind.
The privilege of NOT being taxed must have some measure of accountability attached to it.


Respectfully,


Brenda Donoho
28386 V DR S
Homer, MI  49245
(517) 542-3350
auntbuzzy3@yahoo.com
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From: Tom Morrow
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Re: form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:00:06 AM


Dear Ms. Preston, 
Please end the exemption from having to file a Form 990 for religious organizations.
We live in a secular nation with seperation of church and state. It is unfair to subject
legitimate nonprofits to the rigors of filing this form while exempting churches.
Please end this discriminatory practice. Thank you.


Sincerely, 
Thomas Morrow 
3694 Lexington Dr. I 
Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326


Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone
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From: robert humphries
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Ref: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:38:50 AM


I am writing to ask that the IRS make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all
other 501(c)(3) groups. There is too much possibility of fraud going on in too many
religious organization that we should not have the information reported as to where their
donation go.


Robert Humphries
Estero, FL
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From: Carsten Smidt
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Comment
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:08:22 AM


Dear Ms. Preston,
Thanks for asking for public comment for form 990. With nearly 25% of the U.S.
population identifying as not religious (myself included), please have the IRS consider
that their current treatment of secular vs. non-secular non-profit organizations
appears unconstitutional, because it clearly favors religious non-profits.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an agnostic position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.


This would provide for a lot more transparency for the IRS and equality across the
board.


Sincerely,


Carsten Smidt


Carsten R. Smidt, Ph.D.
13 Birchtree Lane
Sandy, UT 84092
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From: Laura Duncan
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Comments
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 11:24:37 PM


Dear IRS;


I agree with the following
     


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim
to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are
claiming tax exemption.


Sincerely


Laura Duncan
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From: Emily Bean
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Comments
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:47:33 PM


Hi, Christie:


I wanted to take a moment to voice my concern over the policy that exempts
religious organizations from filling a 990. As a grantmaker, I rely on these
documents to ascertain the financial health of an organization and ensure fiscal
responsibility is being practiced. Without these accountability measures, it is
extremely difficult to provide grant funding to religious organizations. I also know
many individual donors who would like to better accountability measures within their
churches so they can feel confident in their level of support. Please consider holding
religious organizations on par with other non-profit organizations in maintaining their
tax exempt status. 


Thanks,
Emily


Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone



mailto:ewata@roadrunner.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: Daniel Lai
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Filling Exemption for Churches
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:06:02 AM


To Whom It May Concern,


I am writing to express my concern about the 990 filing exemption of Churches and
religious organizations.  I also urge the IRS to withdraw such privilege.  Not only is
this exemption unfair to other non-profit organizations, it allows religious
organizations to avoids all public transparency and accountability that can
potentially lead to fraud and abuse or power.


My request consists of the following:
1. All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability. 


2. Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim
to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are
claiming tax exemption. 


Thank you for allowing me to express my comments.


Best,
Daniel
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From: Alex Salerno
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Religious Tax Exemption
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 11:53:16 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.


-- 
My regards,


SGT Salerno, ALex
CA-ARNG Intelligence  Corp
C co 250th MI
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From: Mark M
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 and Churches - Public Comment
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 2:10:26 AM


In response to your request for public comment. I believe any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations
must be equally applied against religious organizations. And, the IRS should at least require church
entities claiming exemption from filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed
form) to minimize abuse. It is clearly unfair that churches be given unique treatment.
Thank you for your time.
Mark
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From: Pamela Morris
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comment
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:25:53 AM


Form 990 should be required of all nonprofit entities and equally enforced without discrimination. 
Current practice discriminates by exempting churches. Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations
must be equally enforced against religious organizations.


Pamela Morris,  417 Powell Way, Corvallis, MT  59828                 406-961-8880  


pamelamorris0602@gmail.com
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From: Starr Cash
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comments
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:23:42 AM


At the very least churches should be treated the same as any other non-profit by the
IRS. 
 
I don't believe the government should exempt ANY organization from taxes for any
reason.  Allowing churches or other religious organizations to be exempt is a form of
government favoritism that I do not support.
 
I believe that all organizations should pay taxes and have to account for their
income.  Too many charities are actually profitable or else they use too much of their
funds for activities not related to their purpose. 
 
 
Starr Cash
Candler, NC
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From: Melissa Zenz
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comments
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:15:38 AM


Ms. Preston,


I am writing to urge you treat all non-profit organizations equally, regardless of
whether they espouse a secular position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.


Thank you for your time.


Sincerely,
Melissa Zenz
Asheville, NC
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From: Heather Albertson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comments
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 2:48:23 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position.
Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all  other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with
some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all  other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require
any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption. 


Sincerely,
Heather Albertson
Redmond, WA
lashru@gmail.com
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From: Shawn Flisakowski
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comments
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:30:16 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.  Far too many religious groups are
simply scamming older people out of their money, and then not even paying taxes on it, its completely
ridiculous.


Thanks,


Shawn Flisakowski
15675 On Orbit Drive
Saratoga, CA  95070
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From: Dorsey Delavigne
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comments
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:24:53 AM


Churches need to follow the same rules as all other non profits.
1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against
religious organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption
from filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).
Thanks,
Dorsey Delavigne 


Sent from my iPad
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From: snoto@lycos.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 comments
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:34:21 AM


To whom it may concern,


I am writing in response to the request for comment on the 990 filing requirement for
certain non-profits by the Internal Revenue Service and the Treasury Department.  The
IRS is given the responsibility of enforcing the tax laws of this country and relies heavily
on information provided in the annual form 990.  I feel the IRS would provide the best
protection of the public by limiting exemptions to form 990 filing requirement.  While the
IRS places this burden on educational and charitable non-profit organizations, churches
are exempt from reporting requirements - and are actually not even being required to
claim this exemption. This lack of oversight and accountability not only discriminates
against non-church non-profits, but encourages precisely the kind of scams and crime
that the IRS seeks to stop and prevent.  Where public subsidy goes, public accountability
should follow. Tax exemption is a privilege and an enormous benefit, subsidized by the
public. Any group that seeks and maintains tax-exemption should not only be required to
account to the public for this subsidy, but should be delighted to fill out such a form.  It
seems that the IRS has given little attention to entities that proclaim they are churches
and do not file Form 990, but are not actually churches and because of lacking
accountability measures, the public has no means to verify what organizations would even
claim church status.


I believe tax exemption is a privilege, not a right.  The IRS requirements (form 990) can
be attached to that privilege without violating the Constitution.  The burden placed on
churches by requiring the filing of a Form 990 or at very least a notice of claimed
exemption is both minimal and justified.  The IRS must not continue to discriminate
against secular non-profits.  A more complete examination of the 990 return should
require the IRS to start treating all non-profits the same.


 


Sincerely,


Joe Noto
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From: brian@flockgroup.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 for non-profit religious organizations/churches
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:06:40 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,
 
It is my strong conviction that religious organizations need to be accountable to their
constituents/members on how they utilize finances. This exemption for churches allows many
organizations to take advantage of generous people who mistakenly think that a large portion of
their funds are going to charitable works. This is only possible because of the veil that the current
IRS rules afford these organizations. This veil should be removed from all non-profits, including
churches.
 
I grew up in the Mormon/LDS religion and donated much money to the church as required by it.
Without any judgement on issues of faith, it is now very clear to me that there was serious
deception by the Mormon organization to its members on how funds were used. In our twice-
yearly “General Conference,” the only financial disclosure that we were given was that the
church’s auditors had reviewed the books and found all to be in order without ANY explanation of
quantities of funds received or how they were spent.
 
Further, the message constantly sent to the members was how much philanthropic work the
church was doing around the world but no financial disclosure was ever given to put it into
perspective. (I estimate such charitable donations to be a small fraction of 1% of Mormon income.)
Additionally, the message was constantly reported that all church leaders are a “lay” (i.e. non-
payed) clergy and most donors to the church have no idea how much is given to high-level leaders
of the church in Salt Lake City and around the globe.
 
I believe that our tax revenues would go up to help solve our deficit if churches were forced to
honestly and clearly account for their income and how they spend that money. Alternatively, tax
payers can decide to donate to potentially more worthy or efficient organizations in order to better
serve society.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Flock
Carlsbad, CA
 
 
 


Brian Flock
MBA, Broker, CIAS, SFR, CDPE (CA BRE 01870163)
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Flock to a better experience
Phone: (760) 271-8761
 








From: Eric Layton
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 for religious organizations
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 11:40:34 PM


It is my opinion that religious organizations should be held to the same
standards as other non-profit organizations requesting tax exemption. 
Not enforcing this is a government sponsorship of religion over
non-religion, a violation of the Establishment Clause.  This includes
their specific tax exemption, the requirement of non-profits to report
their financial disclosures, and the completion of Form 990 to apply for
such exemption.


--
  -- Eric
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From: a sutton
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 public comment about taxing churches
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:30:33 PM


Good Morning!


I would like to comment about the unfairness of churches receiving tax-exempt status.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse
an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for
privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other
501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are
subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from
taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must
come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption. As
always, be polite and feel free to include your own perspective. Identify yourself as an
individual, not as a member of FFRF. Comments received by Sept. 14 are assured to be
considered.


Thank you for your time, and I hope you have a great week!


Andy Sutton,
Hyattsville, MD
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From: b spen
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 public comment
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:59:31 PM


The IRS needs to stop showing favoritism to religious organizations, primarily for the following
reasons:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Christopher Spencer
Newcastle, WY
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From: C L User
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 religious exemption
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:27:56 PM


Dear Christie Preston,


To this American taxpayer, the Form 990 religious exemption runs afoul of the First Amendment’s
church-state separation commandment. Religious organizations have no right to be treated more
favorably than secular non-profits. Please correct this violation.


Thank you,


Rick Butzberger
Kirkland, WA
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From: Stephen Bearman
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:42:57 PM


All non profits should be treated equally by the IRS. Allowing religious organizations
to be exempt from filing Form 990 is showing favoritism towards religion which is
against the Constitution.
Does the IRS have any way of knowing whether a so-called religious organization
actually has a different purpose that is not a religious function?


Stephen Bearman
12 Timber Trail, Suffern, NY
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From: swlivingston
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:23:08 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


I am highly in favor of requiring all tax exempt organizations, including
churches, file financial data.  I am also in favor of organizations acquiring over
a particular threshhold be required to pay taxes.


Sherry Livingston
21751 omaha Avenue
parker, co 80138
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From: Kevin Tardiff
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:41:05 AM


To whom is may concern,
    I am writing to you to ask that we as a nation stop giving churches tax exemption.  In these tough
times we all need to work together and pay our fair share of taxes.  Either this or there needs to be
accountability for the "community service" they provide.


Thank you
Kevin Tardiff
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From: JoAnne Bissell
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:36:13 AM


I do not follow a religion but find my taxes are used to support them. 


I ask for fairness in accountability by all 501(c)(3) s for the privilege of exemption, at
least 1) equally enforce oversight of 501(c)(3)s against religious organizations,
2) require church entities claiming exemption from filing form 990 to inform such 
through a letter or prescribed form.


A growing number of us want fairness.


Thank you for your time,
JoAnne Bissell
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From: Harvey Sande
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:32:19 AM


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
 
Harvey Sande
Chelan, WA
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From: mduggan32@gmail.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:54:05 AM


Hello and thank you for taking the time to address this message.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption.


Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from
taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with
some measures of accountability.


Please end the unfair treatment, the unconstitutional treatment, churches receive and strengthen our
nation by enforcing the separation of church and state. 


Sincerely,
Mike Duggan


Sent from my iPhone
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From: pac zachary
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:11:50 AM


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against
religious organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption
from filing the 990 to inform the IRS 
Pac Zachary 
920 Gilbert street
Atlanta Ga 30316


Sent from my iPad
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From: Walter Dalsimer
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:54:33 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements
all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers,
who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt
from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all  other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS


should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they


are claiming tax exemption. And, some accountability concerning both their incme and expenditures.  Watch  the John


Oliver show to see the ridiculousness of the current situation.


Thanks for your attention to this matter.


Walter Dalsimer
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From: Druie Cavender
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:45:57 AM


Dear Ms. Preston,


My understanding is that the IRS is requesting comments from the public regarding
Form 990.  I have experience with this form, and have strong feelings about the
associated requirements.


In my opinion, all non-profit organizations should be treated equally with regard to
reporting requirements, whether they espouse a religious position, an atheist
position, or no position regarding religion at all.  As you know, the IRS currently
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements that all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply.  Taxpayers, who
are subsidizing all tax-exempt groups (including churches), have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. 
Therefore, I believe that the privilege of not being taxed should be accompanied
with responsibilities that are equally-applied to all organizations.


I strongly believe that churches should conform to the same IRS requirements as all
other 501(c)(3) groups.  At a bare minimum, the IRS should require any
organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with
the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


I currently serve as the Treasurer of a tax-exempt organization that provides food to
needy families.  We have to submit a Form 990 every year, and I see no reason why
churches should be treated differently.


Thank you for your attention to my opinion.


Druie Cavender
48 Drayton Ct.
Prosperity, SC 29127


home phone:  (803) 364-3265
cell phone:     (908) 399-4741
druie.cavender@gmail.com
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From: Stephen Hackney
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:06:10 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements
all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers,
who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt
from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.


Stephen W Hackney
Hackney Construction
309 Farrens Creek Ln
Grangeville, Idaho 83530-5086
hackney13@hughes.net
208-983-3109
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From: lonostrander@aim.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:55:20 AM


                                                                                                                                                       
                                  Leonard Ostrander
                                                                                                                                                       
                                  1112 Wildwood Road
                                                                                                                                                       
                                  Elmira, New York, 14905


Dear Mr. Preston,


Good morning. It is my understanding that the Internal Revenue Service and Treasury Department are
seeking public comment regarding Form 990, which secular non-profit organizations are required to file
each year to retain their tax exemption. As a U.S. citizen and resident of New York State, I am very
concerned that not requiring the same reporting by religious non-profits may constitute an
unconstitutional endorsement of religion to the detriment of non-religious non-profit organizations. 


Surely all non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether or not they espouse
a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them
from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are
exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must
come with some measures of accountability.


Please consider making churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption. Thank you for your time and
attention to this matter.


                                                                                                                                                       
                                 Sincerely,
                                                                                                                                                       
                            Leonard Ostrander,
                                                                                                                                                       
                               607-742-1214
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From: Vikki Seifert
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:11:47 PM


Ruby meant form 990
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From: Marlin Maduras
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:50:02 AM


Hello.


It is past time to stop Religions from being subsidized by taxpayers.  Freedom of
Religion does not mean special exemptions from the tax burdens we all must bear. 
Religious organizations should pay their own way. Period.


Marlin Maduras
Goshen Ny 10924
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From: Joshua Ticho
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:45:49 AM


Dear Ms. Preston: 
<!--[if !supportLineBreakNewLine]-->
<!--[endif]-->


I am a CPA working in the Chicago metropolitan area and I have been asked to
comment on Form 990 and its usage and current treatment.  Over the years, it
has become clear to me the obvious discrepant treatment by the IRS of non-
church groups. I am 53 years-old, raised as a Jew and am actively involved as
a volunteer in community theater. I wish to make two points: 


All not-for-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of
whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently
the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them
from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must
comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from
taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not
being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations
that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the
IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you for considering this matter and for requesting comments about the
Form 990.


 


Joshua A. Ticho, CPA


H. Spiegel and Associates


5225 Old Orchard Road, Suite 46


Skokie, IL  60077-1027


847-966-5255


847-966-6173 Fax



mailto:jticho@me.com
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From: Amy Bruce
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:36:29 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups.  At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.


I say this as a licensed master's level social worker who has worked in the nonprofit
sector, which have often been established by faith communities.  The different IRS
reporting requirements for the nonprofits and for the faith communities that often
sustain them encourage an atmosphere of entitlement in the faith communities and
don't support accountability, which is something nonprofits are required to show to
continue receiving funding through grant cycles.  In my opinion this is harmful and
does not support our founding fathers' intention of separation of church from state in
matters of government.


Kind regards,
Amy Bruce
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From: Richard Adams
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 7:39:08 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to
file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


 
 
Richard Adams, BSBA, SPHR, SHRM-SCP
DeLand, FL
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From: Pamela Koslyn
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:41:11 AM


Dear Ms. Preston:


The IRS should treat every citizen equally, and every non-profit equally.


But churches are getting preferential treatment, and have no IRS oversight at all. They don't
even have to indicate that they're not going to submits the very detailed Form 990, let alone
make all the disclosures and provide all the information required by Form 990. In what can
only be considered viewpoint discrimination, atheist groups are not exempt from this IRS
oversight. That's unwarranted favortism of religion over non-religion. As an atheist taxpayer,
I find this very objectionable.  


Privileging churches this way also insults all taxpayers. It's taxpayers who subsidize tax-
exempt groups, so taxpayers should have the right to know about entities that claim tax
exemption. It's only fair that the privilege of not being taxed should be balanced by some
accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS rules that govern all other 501(c)(3)
organizations. 


If the IRS were to require that any group that claims to be a religious organization must file
an annual notice stating that they are claiming the exemption from the long form 990, that
wouldn't be satisfactory. Churches should be made to provide some basic personnel, staffing
and financial information like that requested in the shorter 990 forms. It's often the wealthier
churches that commit larger scale abuses; and as such, they deserve more scrutiny than
smaller groups. Something must be done to create a more level non-profit playing field and
to stop allowing churches to remain wholly unaccountable from oversight.


Best,
Pamela Koslyn, Esq.
-- 


            34°  05'  54"  N 
          118° 19'  31"  W 
              Elev. 1271 ft.


**PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS**
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From: Jane Koepsel
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:19:45 AM


There must be a better way . . .
 
Feel free to copy and paste any wording from this action alert, including these
talking points: All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of
whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.
 
Jane Koepsel
Mesa, AZ
 


__________________________________
Sent from eM Client | www.emclient.com
 



mailto:justme430@gmail.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov

http://www.emclient.com/get






From: cheryl solov
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:32:53 AM


Hi,


I am an auditor of government programs,  many of which conrtact with nonprofits
for a wide variety of services.  Form 990 filings are crucial to understanding how
these private agencies spend millions of public dollars.  If anything,  the Form 990s
should be filed more timely and require more documentation and detail.  With
governments increasingly outsourcing their duties to nonprofits,  these filings are
often the only means to understand what is happening with our tax dollars.  The
services privided by nonprofits often include direct health care, mental health, drug
treatment, and services to criminal offenders and children. These forms are crucial.
In addition, I strongly advise expanding the form requirements to extend to
churches, which often provide human services and meal programs that augment
public services, and sometimes also contact with government agencies to perform
public functions with public dollars. The senior nutrition program under the Older
Americans Act provides significant federal funds to Catholic meal providers, for
example. Form 990 reporting should be expanded and made more timely. Thank
you for your consideration.
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From: Doug Sykora
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:53:28 AM


Dear Christie A. Preston;


It is my understanding that the IRS treats some 501(c)(3) organizations differently
than others.  Preferential treatment to select groups is not fair.  They should all be
treated the same from top to bottom.  Religious and non-religious organizations
should be treated the same.  


If you believe differently, please explain your position.  


Sincerely, 


Douglas J Sykora
719 Greenmeadow DR
Waukesha, WI 53188-2801
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From: Robert Bushman
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:23:25 AM


Given the US doctrine of separation of church and state, all non-profit organizations should
be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist position, or a religious
position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them
from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose
their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The
privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Sincerely,
Robert E Bushman, MD
2231 La Callecita
San Diego, CA 92103
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From: Jeff Torres
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:17:15 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim
to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are
claiming tax exemption. - See more at: http://ffrf.org/news/action/item/23948-ask-
irs-to-stop-favoring-churches-over-other-non-
profits#sthash.UAqTTxJv.ZRLaZcNp.dpuf
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From: ROBERT HATLELID
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:04:48 PM


Ms Preston, I am writing to express my concerns relating to the unfair and unreasonable IRS treatment
of 501(c)(3) groups. All tex-exemt organizations are essentially subsidized by Taxpayers. It is Naive to
believe that there is no abuse or misappropriation of funds in Non-secular 501(c)(3) groups. I feel
strongly that for the IRS to exempt religious 501(c)(3) groups from the reporting requirements of Form
990 amounts to an unconstitutional endorsement of these religious groups and is unfair to taxpaying
citizens. All 501(c)(3) groups should be treated the same and all groups should be required to conform
fully to the rules applying to Form 990. Thank you for your time and consideration. Robert Hatlelid, MD
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From: David Williams
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:14:24 AM


Ms. Preston,


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a
right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


David Williams
27 Bucareli Drive
SF CA 94132
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From: Rich Ellingsen
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:08:36 AM


hello..
My comments.
I find it hard to believe that my Sunday Morning Faith Healers
and all religious Organizations do not report on Form 990.
Why do Religious organizations get a free pass on reporting/Spending
their tax free monies.
I think religious orgs should have to follow the same rules that the not for profit charities must follow.
I think that the religious orgs already get plenty of Breaks at taxpayer expense.  It would be interesting
to see how much money Benny Hind,
Joel Olstien, Swaggart, and others actually take in each year.
And what do they do with all that money?
 
 
Rich Ellingsen
15402 59th Dr SE
Snohomish  WA
98296
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From: Edith Reimers
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 2:55:56 PM


To:Internal Revenue Service


Regarding Form 990


As a one time member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (otherwise
known as the Mormon church) I would like to express my concern that this non-
profit organization, which is registered as "The Corporation of The President", should
be required to make full disclosure of its financial records. Proclaiming itself to be
exempt because it is a church and therefore a charitable organization is highly
suspect. 


While a member of this so-called church I donated 10% of my annual earnings and
was never entitled to have any information regarding how my tithes were used and
dispersed. Many of the church's holdings are for-profit entities but the financial
interaction of the church's entities (for profit and not for profit) is highly suspect.


I saw very little charity being exercised within this so-called church. I saw church
members being ordered to do volunteer work at every level including within the for-
profit entities of the corporation. I have watched while members living close to or
under the poverty line are expected to pay tithes before paying for necessities of
life! They are also expected to do volunteer work that had originally be paid labor
such as janitorial and maintenance work. The Mormon church is fleecing its
membership. They give nothing back in return besides a promise of eternal life.


I feel strongly that the Internal Revenue Service would be doing all citizens,
including members of this quasi church, a huge debt of gratitude by investigating
their financial workings and seeing if they truly are entitled to be classified as a
religious charity. I do not believe they should be.


Thank you for your consideration.


Edith E. Reimers
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From: brian uzzi
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: 501 (c)(3)
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:39:04 AM


Having just read an article that the IRS shows favoritism to churchs with 501 (c)(3)
by not requiring them to use the same form as any other  501 (c)(3) is just down
right stupid. It is incomprehensible that we U.S. citizens  would allow this, and
needs  to be rectified.
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From: Ken Hofbauer
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: 990 filing exemptions
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:42:37 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Ken Hofbauer
1112 N Parkside Dr
Peoria, IL  61606
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From: Celia Louderback
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:13:15 AM


I did not know there was an exemption for religious organizations on
the 990 filing. Thank you for the information
The religious organizations in Clark County Washington run rough shod
over this county. Their membership is only 23% of our population, but
they use their combined efforts to win elections and therefore
determine the use of county, state, and federal dollars. The
SouthwestBehavioral  Health organization provided $ 8,898,647 to Clark
Co. for mental health issues and other services. 76% went to religious
organizations, leaving 24% for non-religious providers. One person,
David Madore, Republican, served on both the Sowthwest Behavioral
Health Board and the Clark County Board of Commissioner that allocated
the funds. That should not be allowed.
There isn't a monetary audit required for the use of these funds, or
an accounting of results.
Now I find out there is an exemption for filling 990's.
The people are really being ripped off.
Celia Louderback
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From: Al Garrett
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Accountability for tax exempt status
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:23:27 AM


Non-profit organizations should all be treated equally, regardless of how religious they claim to be.
Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption.
Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt
from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must
come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file
an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.
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From: Jim Maroney
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Church Exemptions from Filing Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:17:42 PM


As a taxpayer, I ask that the IRS seek changes to current procedures exempting churches from filing
Form 990, as other 501(c)(3) groups do.  In the absence of such a requirement, virtually any, "off-the-
wall" organization could seek IRS exemption.  Thus, there is little, if any, accountability.


Sincerely,


James Maroney


Sent from my iPad
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From: Sid Kass
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Church should have to file form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:05:27 PM


IRS:


As non-religious citizens, we see it as unfair that religious groups are exempt from filing
Form 990 that is required of all other non-profits.


The IRS regulations should be corrected, since the government is forbidden from favoring
any religion over  others. Our religion is Atheist.


Sidney Kass
Susie Langdon Kass


Sid Kass
sidkass@hotmail.com
415-333-9372
I'd rather be dancing
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From: Don Jones
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Churches v. Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:55:15 PM


Ms. Preston, by exempting churches and religious
organizations from filing a Form 990, as is now the case, you
are effectively shielding them from accountability, and
amounts to government favoritism toward religion.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Churches and religious organizations must conform to the
same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. They
both should have to file Form 990, just like everyone else.
Donald Jones
1647 Battleground Rd.
Cowpens, SC  29330
864 431-6627



mailto:superman1500@att.net

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: Marta Goodman
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Churches
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:13:44 PM


Ms, Preston,


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption.


Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The
privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability. Please
make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption.


The loopholes and favoritism toward churches must stop, simply because anybody
can start a church and take advantage of tax free status. Churches must be taxed,
since they have income.


Sincerely,
Marta Goodman
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From: Ian Lanphier
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment on Form 990
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 11:11:32 PM


Secular non-profits are being unfairly treated due to the exceptions granted religious
non-profits.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.
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From: Gereburke@aol.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:34:22 PM


Dear Ms. Preston:
 
As a taxpaying citizen I wish to comment on the unfair difference in which the
IRS treats secular non-profit organizations and religious organizations for
purposes of Form 990 filing.  I have been a volunteer with a number of secular
not-for-profit organizations over the past 50 years and I know how burdensome
it can be for some of them to be responsible for this whereas religious
organizations bear none of that burden.  Churches should not be exempted from
this responsibility.
 
Gere B. Fulton
311 Wiltshire Way
Columbia, SC 29229
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From: Stan Polak
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments Related to Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:21:50 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


In order to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the Form 990 information
collected, all non-profit organizations should be treated equally whether they espouse
a secular or religious position. That is, all non-profits should have to disclose the
same data as all other 501(c)(3) organizations are required to disclose.


Currently, the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them
from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with,
or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a
right to know and to review general financial disclosures of ALL 501(c)(3)
organizations. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.


Please implement procedures which will require churches to conform to the same IRS
requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. I believe this "special" treatment is a
violation of the First Amendment as it is a case of our government blatantly promoting
religion. As it now stands, churches are exempt from certain reporting requirements
which other 501(c)(3) organizations must follow. 
 
Sincerely,
Stan Polak


1717 St. James Pl. Suite 340
Houston, TX  77056
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From: Amanda Stewart
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments Relating to Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:09:40 AM


Hello,


I believe that all non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of their religious position (including
the lack there of).  Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption.  Taxpayers
like myself, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation
and to review general financial disclosures.  If an organization gets the privilege of not being taxed, they must
increase their level of accountability.


I request that churches be made to conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.  I
believe that at minimum the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you for your time.
- Anthony D. Stewart
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From: Gjack01813
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments Relative to Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:51:19 PM


Ms. Preston:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to
file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you for your consideration to my comments relative to Form 990.


Gary Jackson
9454 W. Virginia Ave.
Phoenix, AZ 85037
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From: Dave Chia
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments about Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:56:02 AM


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced
against religious organizations.


2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption
from filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).
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From: R. Whitney
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments of Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:15:22 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse
an atheist position, or a religious position.
 
Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption.
 
Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are
exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
 
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption. 
Churches and other religious organizations should not be given preferential treatment.
 
Sincerely,
 
Randy Whitney
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From: Guy C
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:53:02 AM


ear Ms. Preston,


 has come to my attention that the Internal Revenue Service and Department of the
easury are looking for comments on Form 990.


s I have read, the Internal Revenue Service estimates that the burden on non-profits
ng a 990 return amounts to more than 25 million hours. Yet churches are automatically


xempted from this onerous requirement under federal law. This discrepancy shields
urches from accountability and amounts to government favoritism toward religion.


l non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
spouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the Internal Revenue
ervice singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
sclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
xemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
hat entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The
ivilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against
religious organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption
from filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


ease make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
oups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
ganizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


espectfully submitted,


uy E. Cowden
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From: Peter Spearing
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:51:32 AM


The most important change that I think is needed is to place religious non-profits
under the same reporting requirements as all other non-profit organizations. I see
no infringement on religious freedom in simply reporting the same information
every other charity has to report. At an absolute minimum, a document showing that
a religious exemption is being claimed would provide some accountability. 


Thank you for your kind attention.


Peter W. Spearing
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From: Nancy E
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 6:42:29 AM


I was shocked to learn that churches and religious groups are exempted from filing Form 990 with
the Internal Revenue Service.  I assumed that this return, which requires non-profits report annual
gross income, disbursements and other tax information to the IRS and to the public which
subsidizes these exemptions, was required of all non-profits.  As the IRS well knows, lack of
transparency encourages abuse.  This lack of oversight (at public expense) should be corrected by
the IRS immediately.
 
Allowing any organization that claims it is religious to avoid public transparency and accountability
amounts to favoritism and is discriminatory toward non-church groups.  Religious groups by their
very nature should be more than willing to be open and above board when requesting special
favors from the public.  What is getting lost in current IRS policy regarding the filing of Form 990 is
that the public subsidizes these exemptions.  We have a right to know whether or not a “church”
or “religious organization” actually qualifies for an exemption.  No oversight of these organizations
encourages fraud and abuse.
 
This practice by the IRS is clearly discriminatory and in fairness to all, it must end.  Any oversight of
501(c)(3) must be equally enforced against religious organizations.
 
Nancy Eichenberger
Hubbardston MA 01452


This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
www.avast.com
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From: Jennifer Thompson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:36:23 AM


I believe religious organizations should not be exempt from accountability. They
should be required to file Form 990 just like other nonprofit organizations. 


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a
right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you,
Jennifer Thompson
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From: Matt LaPlante
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:30:17 PM


I find it outrageous that so called "religious organizations" are
currently exempt from the basic oversight required of other 501(c)(3)
non-profit groups.  All non-profits should be treated equally in the
eyes of our government, just as all citizens, religious and
non-religious, should be subject to the same laws and permitted the same
freedoms.  As an American and a tax payer, I expect my government to do
everything in its power to prevent abuses of our tax code, which
ultimately hurt all honest Americans. Holding churches (which are far
too loosely defined by the IRS) to the same level of accountability as
all other groups is a step in the right direction.  To that end, please
make the 501(c)(3) requirements for churches the same as for all other
organizations.


Thank you for considering my views.


-
Matt LaPlante
18000 Armitage Ct
Homewood, IL 60430
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From: Russ Cassevah
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments on churches and form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 12:36:15 PM


I really believe that churches should not be allowed to file as Non profit
organizations, pay taxes on donations, sales and use on products and services
sold, and property tax on all holdings. I understand that this may not be an
option however below are a few other points
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a
right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.
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From: milepost94@verizon.net
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments re: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:44:59 AM


Ms. Preston:  


I am troubled that that the IRS does not make religious organizations conform to the same IRS requirements as
other 501(c)(3) groups.  All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment
by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose
their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are
exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with
some measures of accountability. Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations
to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Please stop the IRS' preference for religious organization.  
Thank you.
Bob Krumm
94 W. Main St.
Glen Rock, NJ  07452
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From: Steph Emge
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Concerning Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 9:17:38 AM


Ms. Preston,


Please help equalize the treatment of non-profits!  Special treatment should
not be given to any organization over another with respect to a religious
position.  Its unfair and un-American!


Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures
of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations
that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS
that they are claiming tax exemption.


Please help make this equal for everyone!


Thank you!


Stephen Emge
Charleston, South Carolina
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From: James Mixson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: FORM 990 and Religious Organizations
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 7:36:33 AM


Ms. Preston,


I believe that religious organizations should be treated like any other non-profit and
follow the guidelines below:


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against religious
organizations.
2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption from filing the 990
to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


Thank you, jm
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From: no-reply@lists.fedsmith.com on behalf of FedSmith.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: FedSmith.com Weekly Recap
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:53:07 AM


September 6 - September 11


W E E K L Y  R E C A P


What Happens to Your TSP Loan When You Leave
Federal Service?
September 7, 2015


It is not uncommon for an employee to separate from federal service with an
outstanding TSP loan. What happens to your loan when you retire or otherwise
separate from federal service?


OPM’s Retirement Applications Backlog Remains Nearly
Unchanged in August
September 8, 2015


According to the latest available data from the Office of Personnel Management,
the agency’s outstanding backlog of retirement applications was left relatively
unchanged over the last month.


G Fund Rate Cuts and a Possible Government Shutdown:
NARFE Discusses Priorities for the New Session
September 8, 2015


With Congress back in session this week, John Hatton, deputy legislative
director for NARFE, told FedSmith.com that his organization has several
priorities in terms of legislation it wants to see passed by Congress to help
federal employees, including avoiding another government shutdown and
interest rate cuts to the TSP’s G Fund.


Don’t Lie on the Federal Employment Application
September 9, 2015


A federal employee learned the hard way that if you hide a pretty important fact
on your federal job application, you face dismissal from the job and possibly
debarment from working for the federal government.
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“I Saw the Elephant” (in 1850)
September 9, 2015


Many Americans are ignorant about our history. A facility in Wyoming brings to
life the sacrifices and hardships from the 500,000 pioneers who crossed the
country on foot, in covered wagons and on horseback to settle the West.


FedSmith.com Users Think a 3% Raise in 2016 Would Be
Fair
September 10, 2015


FedSmith.com users said in a recent survey that they think federal employees
should be given a 3% pay raise in 2016.


Labor Department Issues Rule Allowing Federal
Contractors to Discuss Salaries
September 10, 2015


A new Department of Labor regulation allows federal contractors to discuss and
inquire about their own pay or that of their co-workers without fear of being
fired.


Get More News
Browse all of FedSmith.com's articles in our news archive.


About this Email
The FedSmith.com weekly recap is sent at the end of each week as a free service to the subscribers
of our daily email list to highlight our most popular articles from the week.


The FedSmith Network


FedSmith Blogs
Even more news and tips from your favorite FedSmith authors


FedSmith.tv
A wide selection of videos for the federal workforce streaming online, 24x7


FedsDataCenter.com
Search individual federal and postal employee salaries


TSPDataCenter.com
Track your TSP investments and get the latest TSP rate data and performance charts
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From: maxkax7@gmail.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 1:37:14 AM


My comment regarding churches and institutions, NOT tax-exempt.
Marianne Kakstis
606-A 9th St. S.W.
Albuquerque  NM   87102



mailto:maxkax7@gmail.com
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From: Vikki Seifert
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 900
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 3:10:09 PM


We live in a country that by our constitution we are guaranteed separation of Church
and State. Then why are religious groups given tax exemptions? They can worship
any number of idols or imaginary gods. Just look at the number of religions in this
country. I doubt that you have a count or that they all are legitimatized. Many
churches get tax exemptions for schools, colleges, malls, apartment complexes and
on and on. This is not right. Just do away with ALL religious tax breaks to be fair to
a secular society. 


Ruby Fern Seifert
vikki8832@yahoo.com
305 E. highway St. No.97
Fredericksburg, TX  78624



mailto:vikki.seifert@gmail.com
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From: John Hopson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 - All charities should have to justify their exemptions
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 10:52:19 AM


I think all organizations claiming tax exemptions should have to justify why they merit the exemptions
they seek.  By not paying taxes, such organizations increase the burden on all other citizens.  To me,
simply claiming to be a religious organization is not, by itself, a valid justification for an exemption.  At a
minimum, their financial dealings should be public record.


John Hopson
Plano, TX



mailto:john@johnhopson.com
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From: keeyai@gmail.com on behalf of Collin Green
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 - Not just spam
Date: Friday, September 11, 2015 11:51:06 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.


Hi Christie!


Sorry for participating in this mail bomb, but this really is important. Everybody
benefits when the system is fair! If you want more feedback, just let me know.



mailto:keeyai@gmail.com

mailto:collin@collingreen.com
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From: Bill Garrett
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 - stop favoring churches over other non-profits
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 2:40:03 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption. 


-- 
Bill Garrett, Owner/Installer - Ace Patio
acepatio.com  619-606-2899
 
Alumawood Lattice, Solid and Insulated Covers - Pictures
Solara Adjustable Covers - Solara Pictures - HGTV Video
Alumawood Warrantee - SOLARA Warranty
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From: Erasmo Paolo
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 -- Public Comment
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:56:15 AM


Dear Ms. Preston,


Lack of IRS oversight of "religious" organizations claiming 501(c)(3) tax exemptions
allows for abuse of the exemption, and fraud.


I think all organizations claiming 501(c)(3) tax exemptions should be required to file
Form 990, regardless of whether they are "religious" or "secular."


At the very least, organizations claiming to be "religious" should be required to file
an annual written notice with the IRS that they are claiming their 501(c)(3)
exemption.


Thank you,


Erasmo Paolo
50 Westminster Road 5F
Brooklyn NY 11218


PS: After sending this same email to you a few minutes ago I realized I had
neglected to put my full name and address on it.  Please delete my earlier email. 



mailto:erasmo.paolo.ny@gmail.com
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From: Erasmo Paolo
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 -- Public Comnents
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:42:28 AM


Dear Ms. Preston,


Lack of IRS oversight of "religious" organizations claiming 501(c)(3) tax exemptions allows for abuse of
the exemption, and fraud.


I think all organizations claiming 501(c)(3) tax exemptions should be required to file Form 990,
regardless of whether they are "religious" or "secular."


At the very least, organizations claiming to be "religious" should be required to file an annual written
notice with the IRS that they are claiming their 501(c)(3) exemption.


Erasmo



mailto:erasmobiz@gmail.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: Patti Mihm
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:12:43 AM


Dear Ms. Preston,


 


I am writing to offer my opinion on the IRS policy of treating religious 
organizations differently than other non-profit organizations. I think that 
simply because an organization espouses a belief in Yahweh, Mohammed, 
Jesus, Satan, Gamesh, Zeus or [insert name of other diety or religious 
figure here], that organization should not enjoy a privileged status.


 


Singling out religion for special treatment by the government does make 
perfect sense…if you live in Saudi Arabia. But this is the United States of 
America, and having the government (thereby, taxpayers) give special 
treatment to groups because they hold religious beliefs does not seem 
fair or reasonable.


 


In short, religious groups should not be exempted from the disclosure 
requirements that all other 501(c)(3) organizations are mandated to 
comply with.


 


Thank you for your time and consideration of my comments on this issue.


 


Sincerely,


 


Patricia Mihm



mailto:pmihm@cox.net
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From: Bruce Feller
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 And Churches
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 11:56:22 AM


Dear Sir,
  I feel strongly that the US government should not give any favorable treatment to
churches over any other 501(c)(3) organizations. Churches should have to file the
same paperwork as any other non religious organization. Any favorable treatment of
churches amounts to the government favoring religious organizations over non
religious ones. Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all
other 501(c)(3) groups.
  Thanks,
Bruce Feller
Vero Beach, Florida



mailto:feller51@yahoo.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: Lesa Zuke
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Comment
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 8:30:26 AM


I understand that comment is currently being requested with regard to reporting
finances.


I would like to say that one of the greatest opportunities for FRAUD in the United
States is the use of funds collected from the public by SOME of our churches.
Because these so-called churches know they are totally UNaccountable, they prey on
the elderly and simple minded, using religion to rob people of their very last dime,
even their last WELFARE dime.


I think churches, like any other organization should have to be fully accountable and
transparent so that those who contribute to them can know how their funds are
actually being spent and so we can end this huge fraud in our country.


Lesa Zuke
13720 Catoctin Furnace Rd
Thurmont, MD 21788


-- 
"I think that we can't go around measuring our goodness by what we don't do, by
what we deny ourselves, what we resist, and who we exclude. 
I think we've got to measure goodness by what we embrace, what we create, and
who we include."
 - from "Chocolat"



mailto:lesazuke@gmail.com
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From: Sparrow Morgan
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Comment
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 6:49:18 AM


To whom it may concern:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. 


Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them
from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with,
or lose their exemption. 


Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. 


**The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.**


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. 


Thank you,
Sparrow Morgan



mailto:sparrow.morgan@gmail.com
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