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From: Bruce Ericson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Changes to Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 6:36:43 PM


Dear Christie,


I understand that you are seeking comment on Form 990:


All not-for-profit organizations in the U.S. should be treated equally, without regard to their religious
orientation. By singling out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from disclosure
requirements, you do a disservice to taxpayers. We both know that very few church-collected dollars
reach the needy. Rather these monies are spent for the almost-exclusive benefit of the church members
themselves in the form of paying building mortgages, staff salaries, janitorial services, goofy outfits for
preachers and the like.


At the very least, there should be an accounting of these expenses, as there is for other not-for-profits
that actually help people outside of their memberships. Please change your policy to include all not-for-
profits in these disclosure requirements. Exempting churches, which are notorious havens for shysters,
is irresponsible.


Sincerely,


Bruce Ericson
9209 View Ave NW
Seattle, Washington.
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From: marcia.jeffredo@yahoo.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Chino Hills Calvary Chapel inpropriety re: Public School Board
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 9:45:04 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


Pastor Jack Hibbs of the Chino Valley Calvary Chapel mocks the law. Consequently
he controls three of the five members of the Chino Valley Unified School District
Board of Education: Sylvia Orozsco, James Na and Andrew Cruz. It is well
documented that a call to accept Jesus took place during a public meetings as well as
ongoing references to God and Jesus and quoting of biblical scripture. Two sitting
members (James Na and Sylvia Orozsco) were part of the board when they passed a
resolution is support of California's Prop 8 asserting that marriage shall be between
one man and one woman. In June, Andrew Cruz shocked us with this 10 minute
crazy rant: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWXubgiyIeI&feature=youtu.be.  


Below this message sent to his followers, you will find a voting guide he is behind. I
am a Christian, and I find the conduct of Calvary Chapel sanctioned Board Members
to be out of place in our diverse community. They have every right to their beliefs and
to apply their world view when voting on school district business. However, Mr. Na
and Mr. Cruz repeatedly make self-serving statements. Ms. Orozsco is more quiet,
but she supports them. Thank you for your attention to this.


Warm regards,


Marcia Jeffredo
4457 Carmen Street
Chino, CA 91710
909-993-4098



mailto:marcia.jeffredo@yahoo.com
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From: Mike Jewell
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Churches and Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 6:10:00 PM


IRS,


Hello,


It is very disturbing to me that Churches and other religious organizations can claim tax exempt
status with little or no proof and/or little or no oversight by the IRS.  Any group that claims it
is religious avoids all public transparency and accountability.


This kind of situation inevitably leads to abuse and fraud which comes at the tax-payers' expense.


I urge you to stop giving religious groups special treatment over other non-profit groups and
start following the long established constitutional provision of separation of church and state.


Thank you,


Michael Jewell
Sandpoint, ID
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From: M Johnson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Churches vs non-profits
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:31:58 PM


It is time for the IRS to have churches follow the same rules that all non-profits
must follow regarding taxes. There is nothing in our constitution to support special
favors to churches regarding tax exemptions and I would like to add my voice to the
many people who are tired of special/privileged treatment for churches. 
I think it is clear that churches are taking quite an advantage of taxpayers. These
churches own prime real-estate all over this country. Churches are businesses. They
pull in revenue, get mortgages. Some of these mega church preachers are living like
millionaires with yachts and second homes, private airplanes etc. We don't need to
subsidize this. It's time for them to follow the same requirements for all other
501(c)(3) organizations. 


M Johnson
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From: Chuck Blumreich
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment Request for Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 8:29:44 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I encourage the IRS to require equal filing requirements for all non-profits. There are many
reasons for this, including:


1) This is an unconstitutional benefit to religious organizations. Not requiring religious
organizations to submit the same information as charitable and educational non-profits is
government support of religion, and therefor a violation of the First Amendment.


2) Religious organizations are able to take in virtually unlimited donations, and bare no
requirement to declare or prove where that money goes. They make the claim that they
help communities and should therefor be allowed non-profit status. However, many spend
far more on buildings, property, and perks for their leadership than is spent on public
works.


3) Religious organizations routinely support specific candidates by encouraging patrons to
vote for those candidates during services. I have witnessed this myself in numerous
locations in nearly every election cycle. This is an invitation to open campaign contribution
laundering operations under the guise of a tax-exempt religious organization. Any non-
profit organization that endorses political candidates should immediately lose their tax-
exempt status.


Thank you for your consideration,
Charles W Blumreich III
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From: M J Rauh
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment about FORM 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 5:53:33 PM


It seems only fair that any organization, including churches, be required to file FORM 990.
Furthermore, without such reporting, how could it be possible to determine if the tax-exempt
organizations are operating within the rules of their exemption?


It has been my experience as an executive director of a 501(c)(3) that the information
required by FORM 990 can be gathered from records that any reputable and well-run
501(c)(3) organization should be keeping. Since fund-raising is at the heart of most
501(c)(3) organizations, it is very hard to believe that the information required on FORM
990 takes a great deal of extra time to compile.


In particular, it is time to hold churches accountable as well. The special treatment given to
churches allows tax exemption to any organization setting up shop to preach religious
beliefs, while all the other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with disclosure
requirements, or lose their exemption. I cannot understand why churches are given this
privileged treatment. From the appearance of many church buildings and activities, it’s
sometimes hard to see what “charity” there is beyond keeping their own doors open! Even
now, how does the IRS determine that churches are operating within the rules of their
exemption?


I appreciate this opportunity to comment.


Respectfully,


MaryJac Rauh
402 S 5th St
Okeene, OK 73763
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From: Wayd Weber
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comment on IRS Form 990 Reporting Requirement
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 8:52:47 PM


Dear Ms. Preston


We are writing concerning possible modification of IRS Form 990 reporting
requirements to remove the reporting exemption for religious non-profit organizations.
We believe that removing the exemption is long overdue, and  emphatically support
repealing the exemption.


We recognize that one of the reasons for the reporting requirement is to aid in
determining the validity of charitable non-profits.  If the agency makes the  Form 990
returns available as public records, this will let the organization members, and
potential members of these organizations, judge for themselves whether these
entities are worthy of their support.


We believe there is considerable abuse of the charitable deduction provisions of the
IRS and have always believed that sunlight is the best disinfectant. Requiring all such
entities to report would be a great way to spread a little sunlight on their operations
and improve the efficiency of religious non-profit charitable donations.


Sincerely,


Wayd and Alice Weber
Utah 
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From: Gary McIntyre
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments Regarding Form 990
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 1:02:12 AM


The IRS currently provides unequal treatment to secular non-profits.  I ask the IRS
to limit the broad exemption granted to churches. Churches and religious
organizations currently do not even have to send a notice to the IRS that they are
claiming a 990 filing exemption.  Any group that claims it is religious avoids all public
transparency and accountability.


This lack of oversight allows for widespread abuse, preying upon vulnerable
populations, and fraud. It is time for the IRS to stop privileging churches at public
expense.  Note:


1) Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced against
religious organizations.


2) The IRS should, at the very minimum, require church entities claiming exemption
from filing the 990 to inform the IRS through a letter (or via a prescribed form).


Your consideration, action and response appreciated.


Gary McIntyre - Sent from my iPad
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From: Gary McIntyre
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments Regarding Form 990
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 1:31:09 AM


The IRS currently provides unequal treatment to secular non-profits.  I ask the IRS
to limit the broad exemption granted to churches. Churches and religious
organizations currently do not even have to send a notice to the IRS that they are
claiming a 990 filing exemption.  Any group that claims it is religious avoids all public
transparency and accountability.


This lack of oversight allows for widespread abuse, preying upon vulnerable
populations, and fraud. It is time for the IRS to stop privileging churches at public
expense.  Note:


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have
a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general
financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that
they are claiming tax exemption.


Your consideration, action and response appreciated.


Gary McIntyre
3201 Greenwood Dr.
Hopkinsville, KY 42240
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From: Doug Bartholomew
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments Related to Form 990.
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 11:10:15 PM


Dear Christie Preston,
 
Concerning the collection of financial data from non-profit entities, I believe all non-profit
organizations should be treated equally, regardless!   Currently the IRS singles out churches
for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other
501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. As a taxpayer, who is
subsidizing tax-exempt groups, I have a right to know what entities are exempt from
taxation and to review general financial disclosures of all organizations that are afforded
this status. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.  Lack of accountability can lead to lack of respect for the authority and also
to the taking for granted of this privilege.  Both of which can be seen by many religious tax-
exempt organizations (churches) campaigning from the pulpit.  This abuse must be stopped
and offending tax-exempt organization should be held accountable by losing their
exemptions if they insist on not playing by the rules.
 
Regards,
 
Doug Bartholomew
 
4022 Davies Manor Drive
Bartlett, TN  38133
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From: Brazill  Janet
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Comments regarding Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 9:45:21 PM


I understand that the Internal Revenue Service and Treasury Department are 
seeking public comment about your Form 990. 


I have been involved with various non-profit organizations, but I have never 
understood why there is so much paperwork connected with those groups filing for a 
non-profit exemption, especially when religious organizations have no such 
obligation. They do not have to make any kind of report nor do they have to even 
let you know that they are claiming a 990 filing exemption. How does your 
department know if they truly qualify for a religious exemption? Where is the 
accountability?


I would like to suggest that you (1) simplify the filing of a Form 990, and (2) remove 
the religious exemption, so that all non-profit organizations are treated equally, with 
all needing to prove that they are enough of a value to society to earn the public’s 
support.


 Janet A. Brazill


2520 International Circle, APT 320


Colorado Springs, CO 80910
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From: Bill Acker
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Complaint regarding form 990 Calvary Chapel Chino Hills
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:14:18 PM


Ms. Preston,


I am writing with dire concerns about our local Calvary Chapel Chino Hills being in
violation of their tax exempt 501(c)(3) group status. I will be more than willing to fill
out the complaint form if necessary, but I just wanted to let you know myself. Please
advise on what I need to do from here.


There are several sources of evidence that the church is using their significant power
of influence over their 10 thousand  plus congregation to influence elections on a
national and more importantly a local scale. 


3 of the current 5 board members sitting on the Chino Valley Unified School board
have been openly endorsed by the church and the pastor, Jack Hibbs. Please see
attached the pictures of documents handed out during church services. The flyers
were provided by an arm of the churches ministries called the Watchman, as well as
one provided by faithandpublicpolicy.org. (please see the attached pictures of the
flyers that were given out just before the last local school board election).



mailto:geekisart@gmail.com
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In addition to this, Pastor Jack Hibbs has also used social media as well as the pulpit
itself to endorse specific candidates. Please note in the article attached the cocky
way he says he circumvents the law by standing in front of the pulpit. The link to
the article does a good job of describing his actions:
https://www.revealnews.org/article/megachurch-helps-california-school-board-blur-
church-state-divide/


Here is the pastors personal post on the subject also: 


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they



https://www.revealnews.org/article/megachurch-helps-california-school-board-blur-church-state-divide/
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espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.


I hope in good faith that these issues can be addressed and the CCCH church will
stop using the pulpit for their political ends.


I appreciate you time and commitment,


Bill Acker








From: Lisa Greathouse
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Complaint: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:00:41 PM


Ms. Preston,  


I am writing to file a formal complaint about the actions of Calvary Church Chino Hills 
(California), which has repeatedly violated the conditions of its tax-exempt status by instructing 
its congregation how to vote in local, state and federal elections. 


This article https://www.revealnews.org/article/megachurch-helps-california-school-board-blur-
church-state-divide/ quotes Calvary Pastor Jack Hibbs, who flaunts his violation of the law by 
stating that he does not preach politics form behind the pulpit…because he steps in FRONT of it 
when telling his congregation how to vote. Why are we granting this organization tax-exempt 
status?


Respectfully, 


Lisa Greathouse


4367 Sawgrass Ct.


Chino Hills, CA 91709


909-606-5327
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From: Alison Hindman
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Equal opportunity for taxation
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 8:14:07 PM


I agree that all non-profits should be treated equally, without favoritism, and be required to report
earnings to IRS.
Alison Hindman
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From: Shay Sayre
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Exemptions for non-profit organizations
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 7:22:50 PM


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups, and require
any organization that claims to be religion-based file an annual notice with the IRS that they are
claiming tax exemption.
Thanks,
Shay Sayre
Nipomo California
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From: Chris Kramer
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Federal Register | Proposed Collection; Comment Request for Form 990 and Related Schedules
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 9:54:55 PM


Ma'am:


I am sending this email to provide my input in response to the formal
request for comment on the 990 filing requirement for certain non-profits by
the IRS and Treasury Department
(https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/07/14/2015-17312/proposed-col
lection-comment-request-for-form-990-and-related-schedules#addresses).


I wish to open by stating that the preferential treatment of
theistically-based non-profits  must end.  Whether the organization truly
does operate as a non-profit with positive goals and accomplishments, or
uses the cloak of theism to massively enrich a select few, the rules need to
be the same for all parties.  There is no reasonable justification for the
select and preferential treatment of a select group of organizations over
others; there are numerous court decisions which reinforce this
Constitutional issue.  Any federal agency allowing preferential treatment of
one organization or group of organizations over another is clearly in
violation of the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment.  The Supreme
Court's recent decisions make this policy ever more relevant to this
specific issue.


From a strictly financial perspective, it is clear that unequal protections
such as these inevitably lead to fraud and abuse.  By turning a blind eye to
this through a policy of differential treatment, the IRS and Treasury are
essentially colluding with those who seek to avoid the oversight the rest of
us undergo, and are institutionalizing tax evasion.  The billions of dollars
currently not collected are significantly hampering our economy.  This must
end now.


Regarding the simplification of the data to be submitted, I have a few
general suggestions.


One is to make all nonprofits, regardless of their theistic, nontheistic or
other characterization, completely equal in regulatory requirements and
oversight.


Another is to ask what the minimum necessary requirements are for
submissions to IRS/Treasury that would satisfy what those entities need -
get a basic listing of needed information and make forms to record this.
This needs to be done from the perspective of assuming that the nonprofits
will be seeking every loophole and weasel word way out of reporting the data
that is needed to appropriately assess the organization.  So the basic
requirements must be primary - if it's not important, don't ask for it. 


Another is to require that these minimum necessary requirements can be
proven incontrovertibly, and that they can be cross-checked against other
existing records or data in the Government. 


The problem is that these organizations have been allowed to operate
unconstitutionally and in a nonregulated status for so long that many have
likely gone extremely far into inappropriate areas where a different type of
nonprofit would be subject to significant legal repercussions.  This must
end.



mailto:christopherkramer@outlook.com
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Please contact me at this email address if you have any questions, and thank
you for taking the time to read this correspondence.  I trust it will lead
to a Constitutionally and streamlined way ahead.


VR
Chris Kramer








From: marcia.jeffredo@yahoo.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 - Chino Hills Calvary Chapel inpropriety re: Public School Board
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 9:46:38 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


Pastor Jack Hibbs of the Chino Valley Calvary Chapel mocks the law. Consequently
he controls three of the five members of the Chino Valley Unified School District
Board of Education: Sylvia Orozsco, James Na and Andrew Cruz. It is well
documented that a call to accept Jesus took place during a public meetings as well as
ongoing references to God and Jesus and quoting of biblical scripture. Two sitting
members (James Na and Sylvia Orozsco) were part of the board when they passed a
resolution is support of California's Prop 8 asserting that marriage shall be between
one man and one woman. In June, Andrew Cruz shocked us with this 10 minute
crazy rant: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWXubgiyIeI&feature=youtu.be.  


Below this message sent to his followers, you will find a voting guide he is behind. I
am a Christian, and I find the conduct of Calvary Chapel sanctioned Board Members
to be out of place in our diverse community. They have every right to their beliefs and
to apply their world view when voting on school district business. However, Mr. Na
and Mr. Cruz repeatedly make self-serving statements. Ms. Orozsco is more quiet,
but she supports them. Thank you for your attention to this.


Warm regards,


Marcia Jeffredo
4457 Carmen Street
Chino, CA 91710
909-993-4098
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From: Carla Burris
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 - Equal requirements for all organizations
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 7:36:35 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


The IRS must update its policies to require both secular and religious non-profits to
the same financial disclosure requirement for the following reasons:


1) Having different standards for secular and religious groups is discriminatory and
unfair to the non-profits and to all taxpayers.
2) Form 990 offers a snapshot view of the non-profit's fiscal responsibility. This
accountability is just as important for religious groups as it is for secular groups.  
3) Tax fraud prevention is a key function of the IRS. Without Form 990 or similar
disclosures, the IRS is powerless to find and stop fraud.


When I am selecting organizations to which I will donate, I'm careful to investigate
them so I know that my money is being well-spent. Much of the information I use
comes directly or indirectly from the annual Form 990 each non-profit files. Using
Form 990, I can quickly and easily tell what proportion of income goes to programs
vs. administration fees, how much the board/staff is paid, and how much the
organization spends vs. saves. In short, the Form 990 is a wonderful peek into the
health and responsibility of the organization.


However, there's absolutely no way for me to evaluate the health and responsibility
of a religious organization. Is the pastor taking a minimal salary so most donations
can go to supporting the congregation and community or is he funding his private
jet and vacation condo instead? Is the church board saving enough money to stay
solvent for the next years? Sometimes these questions can be answered by financial
statements voluntarily released by the religious groups, but the quality and
completeness of these statements are extremely variable. 


In the same way that I'm careful to evaluate the groups that will get my money, my
government should be just as diligent at evaluating the groups that are privileged to
get tax breaks. How is this possible if religious groups are completely exempt from
filing Form 990?


Arguments are often made that religious organizations should get a special
exemption from normal requirements because of Constitutional protections of
religious freedom. There is absolutely no basis to these arguments. Even in the
extreme case where fraud or gross fiduciary negligence was uncovered that led to
the loss of a religious group's tax exemption, that would in no way prevent the
congregation from practicing their faith. Would they have to find other funding?
Perhaps. But that has zero impact on their freedom to pursue their religion.


Other arguments are made that filing paperwork is too hard or time-consuming or
detracts from the church's 'mission'. Many people dislike paperwork or find it
difficult. Doing paperwork often does take time that could be spent on the group's
core goals. But these facts are just as true of secular groups as they are of religious
groups. Giving religious groups a free pass on filing requirements such as Form 990
leaves secular non-profits unfairly burdened and sends the message that religious
groups are less intelligent, less responsible, and less capable than secular groups.
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The argument that a 1000-member congregation is less capable of filing required
forms than a secular charity run by 3 people from a kitchen table is laughable. 


In summary, Form 990 is incredibly useful (for the public and the IRS) and is vital to
the IRS's ability to properly administer charitable tax exemptions. The utility of the
form is well worth any burden it may place on non-profits. The same standards must
apply to secular and religious groups -- giving religious non-profits a free pass is
grossly unfair to us all.


Thank you,


Dr. Carla Burris
Columbia, MO








From: Edward Williams
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Comment
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 8:02:22 PM


Ms. Preston,


Hello. I am contacting you in regards to the IRS Form 990. I feel strongly that
religious non-profit organizations should report their finances to the IRS and not be
exempt. People that contribute regularly to these organizations I believe should be
in-the-know on the finances. Some of these groups I know even require monetary
contributions to the organization by its members or face penalties.


Thanks...


Most sincerely,
Edward Williams 


Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone
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From: Rick Courtney
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 Comment
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:59:38 PM


Ms. Preston,
 
I am writing to you to provide my comments on Form 990.  I am a citizen of the United States.
 
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
 
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
 
Respectfully,
Richard Courtney
2293 Abbey Ln.
Xenia, OH 45385
 


This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
www.avast.com
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From: D Schramm
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 considerations
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 6:10:44 PM


Dear IRS,
 
My wife is forced to file a 990 every year for a tiny Friends-of-the-Library gift shop that has
meager sales and income, yet provides our county with a valuable service that helps promote
educational standards for our citizens. On the other hand, a mega-church raking in tens of
millions of dollars serves clerics who preach a “Gospel of Prosperity” and flaunt their ability
to buy multimillion dollar aircraft, while living an opulent lifestyle. These organizations are
not even required to fill out an exemption form.
 
How do you think that looks to the average citizen? When people realize that a tax structure
is grossly unfair, it provides an impetus for them to feel free to cheat when they can.
Treatment needs to be the same for ALL.  If a religious institution gets a break, so should any
other nonprofit organization (and visa versa).
 
Sincerely,
 
Dean & Dorea Schramm
121 7th Lane
Key Largo, Florida 33037
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From: Daniel Fairbanks
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990 modifications
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 2:17:43 AM


I wish to express my support of repealing the exemption for religious non-profit
organizations for reporting financial information on Form 990. It is my opinion that
all non-profit organizations should be treated equally, including a requirement to
report financial information, without any discrimination that either favors or disfavors
a religious organization relative to any other non-profit organization.  


Daniel J. Fairbanks
893 N 1530 E
Orem, Utah 84097


fairbanksdaniel@gmail.com
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From: Charee Nelson
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 3:59:28 AM


Aloha Christie Preston,


Churches should not have tax exempt status. Their financials (amount of donations, how much is spent
on security, buildings, and real estate) should be transparent.


Mahalo for your time,


Charee Nelson
Maui, HI
Sent from my iPhone



mailto:chareenelson@msn.com
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From: Bill Lombard
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 5:49:17 PM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to
know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of
accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that
claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they
are claiming tax exemption.


-- 


Bill Lombard


http://tube.geogebra.org/blombard



mailto:bill.lombard@gmail.com
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From: JP Eberhardt
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 1:18:42 AM


Dear Ms Preston


Over the years, I've served as President and a board member of several
501 c (3) organizations including Kiwanis and the local Senior Center
Foundation.


Both of these entities are secular community service organizations
dedicated to charitable service in the Anacortes area.


I was surprised to learn that churches claiming non exempt status are not
required to follow the same procedures required of other 501 c(3) such as
Kiwanis and the Senior Center.   In fact, churches do not even need to
claim the status to be treated as non taxable entities.


This is grossly inequitable and unfair to the tax paying public and 501 c(3)
burdened with the requirement.


Please insure that IRS rules being drafted include ALL 501 c(3) in terms of
annual notification of status and 990 reporting.


Thank you for the consideration.


 


-- 
Jim Eberhardt
360-420-6553


 
 



mailto:kingjw.jp@gmail.com
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From: Jennifer Whildin
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 12:00:56 AM


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim
to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are
claiming tax exemption.


Jennifer



mailto:jwhildin@verizon.net

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov






From: Meholic,Stephen M.
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 11:34:57 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,
Concerning the requirements of Form 990, I object to religious organization receiving special treatment.
In summary;
 


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist or religious position. Currently the IRS singles out religious organizations and churches
for privileged treatment by exempting them from disclosure requirements required for all other
501(c)(3) organizations. Taxpayers who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups have a right to
know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review their financial information. The
privilege of not being taxed must come with measures of public accountability.
Please make churches and religious groups conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. The IRS should require all 501(c)(3) organizations to file financial records
available for public review.


 
 
Best Regards,
Steve Meholic, Macungie, PA.
Phone:  (610) 390-6937
E-mail:  meholism@Gmail.com
 
This communication is intended solely for the person addressed and is confidential and may be
privileged.  If you receive this communication in error, please return it immediately to the sender
and destroy all copies in your files.  If you have questions, please contact the sender of this
message.
 
 
 



mailto:MEHOLISM@airproducts.com
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From: Susan Snookal
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:17:44 PM


There is a situation in the Chino/Chino Hills, CA area involving a Constitutional breach of the separation
of church and state. Calvary Chapel of Chino Hills informs members of its congregation which political
candidates they should vote to elect, based on their "Christian beliefs." This is not right. 


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


In addition, member of this church who are also elected members of the Chino Valley Unified School
District Board of Education are offering prayers from their seats, advocating conversion of citizens, and
making other statements that alienate citizens of this community. This may be a different issue, but it
does tie to the lack of separation of church and state.


Please investigate this Constitutional breach.


 


Sincerely,
Susan L. Snookal



mailto:ssnookal@gmail.com
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From: S Stephens
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:02:47 PM


Please consider making churches accountable for reporting their finances.  If they
have nothing to hide, this shouldn't be a problem for them.  There are some
churches who have NO accountability to their members about how their donations
are used and that needs to stop.  They should be held to the same standard as any
non-profit and need to have full public transparency regarding how the donations
from their hard working donors are spent.  Thank you for considering this
information


Ana Stephens
Bountiful, UT



mailto:stephens117@gmail.com
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From: jdubrowski@gmail.com
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:00:57 PM


As a concerned citizen, I am deeply disturbed by the favoritism showed toward religious organizations.


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability. Please make churches conform to the same
IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations
that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption. - See more at: http://ffrf.org/news/action/item/23948-ask-irs-to-stop-favoring-churches-
over-other-non-profits#.dpuf



mailto:jdubrowski@gmail.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov
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From: Michael Willis
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 8:32:52 PM


Dear Christie Preston,


Churches that are exempt from taxes impose an unfair tax burden on the rest of the
community and should be discontinued. 


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax
exemption. 


Sincerely, 


Michael Willis



mailto:michael.willis2436@gmail.com
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From: Barbara Franjevic
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 6:51:30 PM


I am writing to recommend that all 501(c)(3) tax exempt entities, including churches,
be subject to the same 990 filing requirements.  Churches are run by people, not all
of whom are honest, as with any category.  990 filings by churches would help to
protect church members from being victims of theft and fraud, the same as people
supporting any other charity.


Also, exempting churches from requirements applied to all other charities is definite
favoritism toward religion, which violates the first amendment.


Thank you,
   Barbara Franjevic
 
"Saving one dog won't change the world, but it will change the world for that one dog."



mailto:keesmombarb@att.net
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From: Robert Beukema
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 4:41:29 AM


All non profit organizations need to be treated equally. If John Oliver's church of
Perpetual Exemption teaches us anything it is this. Churches not paying taxes puts
me at a disadvantage as a taxpayer, and I am entitled to know what is going on
within those organizations.


Robert Beukema



mailto:robert.beukema@gmail.com
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From: jimmy Holcomb
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Form 990: revisions needed
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:15:26 PM


To: Preston/IRS


Non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of their mission. The US Constitution
requires that government operate with complete neutrality toward religion. The IRS singles out churches
for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to
know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. A tax-exempt
status must come with some measures of accountability.


Religious organizations must be made to conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Sincerely


James Holcomb
Constituent, North Carolina



mailto:holcombstudio@mindspring.com
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From: Rich
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS Form 990 Changes
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 6:53:12 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they
espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out
churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the disclosure
requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or lose their
exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures.
The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3)
groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be
religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming
tax exemption.


Rich Uttke



mailto:graystarlight@gmail.com
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From: Larry Tanner
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 9:40:47 PM


Any IRS oversight of 501(c)(3) organizations must be equally enforced
against religious organizations just like other charitable organizations. 
Don't give religious organizations a pass.  In fact it would be better if
they were taxed.



mailto:sputniklt@yahoo.com
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From: Cindy Post
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS treatment of churches
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 11:48:05 PM


If churches allowing political actions, etc. in their buildings than they should be
taxed like other political organizations.  Churches and religions in general have
received too many financial privileges for far too long.


Thanks you.


Cindy Post
Baayview, Idaho



mailto:grandypost@gmail.com
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From: Zohal Khan
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: IRS" Unconstitutional Treatment of Churches
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 6:35:00 PM


Dear Ms. Preston,


All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an atheist
position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged treatment by
exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with, or
lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to know what
entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being
taxed must come with some measures of accountability. 


Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to file an
annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thank you,


-- 
Zohal Khan
Moravian '15


"But vain to popularize profundities, and all truth is profound."


---Moby-Dick



mailto:zohalkhan19@gmail.com
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From: Steven Warshaw
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Please hold churches to the same IRS requirements as all other 501 (c)(3) groups!
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 12:23:14 AM


1.     All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse an
atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations
must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial
disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some measures of accountability.


2. Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a
minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious organizations, to
file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Thanks for your consideration …
 
Steven Warshaw
7 Briar Court; Cross River,  NY 10518
 



mailto:swarshaw@universalsportsmarketing.com
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From: Isaiah Smith Campaign
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: RE: Internal Revenue Service Form 990 Public Comment
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 9:56:35 PM
Attachments: LFG-2015-IRS-0012.pdf
Importance: High
Sensitivity: Confidential


September 13th, 2015
 
Christie A. Preston,
 
Please see my attached letter that is my official public comment regarding the Internal Revenue
Service 990 Form. This email was sent to you before September 14th, 2015. 
 
Respectfully,
Isaiah X. Smith
 
Isaiah Smith Campaign
P.O Box 163411
Fort Worth, Texas, 76161
http://www.isaiahxsmith.com/



mailto:iscampaign@usa.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov
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Internal Revenue Service       ID: LFG-2015-IRS-0012 



Attn: Christie A. Preston  



1111 Constitution Avenue NW, Rm 6129  



Washington, DC 20224 



Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov 



Sent via: Mail and Email 



     September 13th, 2015 



RE: Internal Revenue Service Form 990 Public Comment 



Internal Revenue Service, 



My name is Isaiah X. Smith and I am submitting you this letter for the purpose of being involved in the 



“public comment” of the 990 Form that pertains to tax exempted organizations. In this letter I will be 



stating to the Internal Revenue Service my position on this issue and ways the Internal Revenue Service 



can help make sure that all tax exempted organizations are treated the “same” by policy.  



I. General Information on IRS 990 Forms 



The Internal Revenue Service 990 Form is a report of data from organizations that are 



exempted by federal income taxes pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code. “Typically” 



speaking “all” organizations are required to file IRS 990 Form or a form similar to the 990 



Form, except for churches and “religious organizations.”  



 



The 990 Form provides financial information about a registered tax exempted organization 



to the public because tax exempted organizations are often considered to be public trusts or 



public interest organizations, as described in Roman Number II below. The 990 Form is 



often used by governmental bodies to help prevent and to cease-and-desist abuses in a tax 



exempted organization. When an abuse is discovered in a tax exempted organization, the 



Internal Revenue Service or a governmental body can use the 990 Form as an “enforcement 



tool” for the purpose of making sure that the organization is in compliance with the rules 



and the regulations that are established.  



 



II. Special treatment and favoritism to “one” class or group is discriminatory in regards to the 



other class or group 



Every organization exempt from federal income tax under Internal Revenue Code section 



501(a) must file an annual information return. Churches and “religious organizations” are 



exempted. For instance, organizations that are exempt under IRC 501(c)(3) generally have to 



file either the IRS Form 990 or the 990 PT information return. See Title 26 U.S.C. 



§6033(a)(1); 26 U.S.C. §1.6033-2(a)(2)(i).  





mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov
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Tax exempted organizations are considered by many to be “public trusts” and “public 



interest organizations.” Those are organizations that the public benefits from. Organizations 



that are helping to serve the community. Those types of groups started in England. See Bob 



Jones Univ. v. U.S., 461 U.S. 574, 588 (1983). Therefore most churches and “religious 



organizations” that have been registered as tax exempted organizations have a primary 



purpose as to being involved in service to the community. It is thus imperative for members 



of the public to have access to all of the data that is listed in the 990 Forms of all tax 



exempted organizations, religious and non-religious. It is extremely unfair to treat “one” 



class or group differently from the “another” class or group. All groups or classes of 



organizations exempted under the Internal Revenue Code must be treated the same. None 



are superior or inferior to each other.  



 



III. Most tax exempted organizations are “public interest organizations” and “public trusts” 



Members of the general public are entitled to the disclosure of “specific” tax documents 



that are filed to the Internal Revenue Service, pursuant to the Taxpayer Bill of Rights and any 



other non-mentioned policies and regulations of the Internal Revenue Service. By exempting 



churches and “religious organizations” from filing the 990 Forms, the Internal Revenue 



Service is preventing members of the general public from monitoring the income data of tax 



exempted churches and religious organizations. That practice shows individuals that the 



Internal Revenue Service treats certain tax exempted organizations differently than others 



by showing favoritism to one class or group of organizations over others.  



 



The Internal Revenue Service is a governmental agency and all actions by and from the 



agency must be in compliance with all of the restrictions that are set forth in the 



Establishment Clause. See Everson v. Board of Education, 330 U.S. 1 (1947). The 



government is not allowed to favor religion over non-religion, or a religious ideology over 



another. By the Internal Revenue Service exempting a certain class or group of organizations 



from filing the 990 Form because of a sole “religious” status, the IRS is violating the 



Establishment Clause and other Clauses to the Constitution of the United States.   



 



IV. All organizations have to be in compliance with the rules listed in the Internal Revenue 



Code that are approved to be “ tax exempted” by the Internal Revenue Service 



With respect to the Internal Revenue Code, approved tax exempted religious organizations 



and churches are not immune from abiding by the code. Once the Internal Revenue Service 



approves of an organization to become a tax exempted organization under the IRC, that 



organization has a duty to abide by all of the rules and the regulations listed in the Internal 



Revenue Code. A religious organization must satisfy the legal requirements in order to be or 



to remain exempt under Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3). As explained in Christian Echos 



National Ministry. Inc. v. United States, 470 F.2d 849 (10th Cir. 1972), cert. den., 414 U.S. 



864 (1973), a court upheld the denial of the tax exemption of  a religious organization 



because that organization was being involved in substantial legislative activity, "[i]n light of 
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the fact that tax exemption is a matter of grace rather than right, we hold that the 



limitations contained in Section 501(c)(3) withholding exemption from nonprofit 



corporations [that engage in substantial lobbying] do not deprive Christian Echoes of its 



constitutionally guaranteed right of free speech. The taxpayer may engage in all such 



activities without restraint, subject, however, to withholding of the exemption, or, in the 



alternative, the taxpayer may refrain from such activities and obtain the privilege of 



exemption." See also Freedom From Religion Foundation Inc. v. Internal Revenue Service 



(in which a settlement agreement was made in which the Internal Revenue Service has 



agreed to enforce its policy regarding tax exempted organizations that are involved in 



political campaigning.) 



 



In all of the aforementioned cases listed above, it appears that the courts or settlement 



agreements have been made that clearly either upheld the Internal Revenue Code or forced 



the Internal Revenue Service to treat all tax exempted organizations the same by making 



sure all organizations exempted under the Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3) are all abiding 



by the law because “religious organizations” and churches are not immune to the law.  



 



V. IRS Policy that allows churches and religious organizations to be exempted from filing 990 



Forms makes it easier for corruption and abuse to the system to occur 



As a concerned and informed citizen of the United States, it is extremely imperative for 



citizens to monitor the financial data of tax exempted organizations because those 



organizations are known to the public as “public trusts” or “public interest organizations.” 



By the Internal Revenue Service refusing to make “all” tax exempted organizations file the 



IRS 990 Form or some version of the 990 Form, you are preventing concerned individuals 



from monitoring the financial data of those organizations and you are openly allowing 



corruption and an abuse of the system to occur unmonitored. By doing so the Internal 



Revenue Service is also making it easier for those types of aforementioned entities to get 



away with breaking the rules, if any are occurring. 



 



VI. What the Internal Revenue Service can do for the purpose of making sure that all 



exempted entities are treated the same 



It is my understanding the Internal Revenue Service has the power to create and to enforce 



“administrative regulations” with respect to the IRS 990 Form or a Form similar to the 990 



Form. If those types of regulations are established, they should be created for the purpose 



of making sure that all are treated the same and that all of the Internal Revenue Service’s 



policy is being followed. It is imperative of the Internal Revenue Service to create 



“administrative regulations” regarding the issues listed above in this letter because there 



are many “non-religious” organizations that feel left out and discriminated against. They feel 



this way because the Internal Revenue Service appears to be favoring religious organizations 



over non-religious ones by allowing one group to be exempted from filing the 990 Form 



while demanding the 990 Form be filed out by “non-religious” organizations.   
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It is not unconstitutional to make “all” organizations follow the same rules and regulations, 



however allowing one “class” or “group” of organizations to be exempted from the same 



policies that everyone else (other organizations) has to follow appears to be 



unconstitutional. All must be treated the same way. Making an exempted church or religious 



organization file a 990 Form annually is not unconstitutional because those organizations 



made the decision to file with the Internal Revenue Service as tax exempted religious entity. 



Thus they have agreed abide by policy of the Internal Revenue Service when the signed up.  



 



The Internal Revenue Service is not required to exempt organizations from filing the 990 



Form due to a “religious” status. In Texas Monthly v. Bullock 489 U.S. 1 (1989), the U.S 



Supreme Court ruled that [neither the Free Exercise Clause nor the Establishment Clause 



prevents the State of Texas from withdrawing its current exemption for religious 



publications….]. The Free Exercise Clause and the Establishment Clause do not require the 



Internal Revenue Service to exempt only” religious” organization from filing the 990 Form. 



There are also no U.S Supreme Court rulings that can be made to back up an argument 



disfavoring my “equal treatment” argument.  



 



VII. Conclusion 



In conclusion it is extremely imperative for the Internal Revenue Service to adopt policy, 



rules and procedures that treat and judge all organizations the same, religious and non-



religious. Please do so by establishing and enforcing “administrative regulations.” Requiring 



non-religious organizations to file 990 Forms while exempting religious organizations is 



discriminatory and makes it seems as if the Internal Revenue Service is favoring a particular 



class or group of organizations over others. Religious organizations and churches are not 



more of an importance to non-churches or to non-religious organizations. No organization is 



superior or inferior to each other. All organizations should be judged and treated the same 



by the Internal Revenue Service.    



 



It is of my hope that the Internal Revenue Service would make churches and religious 



organizations conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups. At a 



minimum, the Internal Revenue Service should require “ALL” tax exempted organizations 



and churches to file an annual notice with the Internal Revenue Service that they are 



claiming tax exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups, have a right to 



know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review general financial disclosures. 



All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse a 



religious or a non-religious position. That is my position on this important issue.  



 



I would like to point out that this letter is not legal advice and is not intended to be seen or 



viewed as legal advice. Under the First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States 



and under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, I have a right to express my opinion 



appropriately on this issue.   



 











Page 5 of 5 
 



VIII. Acknowledgment letter 



The Internal Revenue Service and Treasury Department have asked for public comments 



about the 990 Form. Therefore I have and I am officially submitting a comment regarding 



that issue by sending this letter. If the Internal Revenue Service needs to send me an 



acknowledgement letter or any type of notification in the form of a letter, please write to 



me as follows: 



     Isaiah Smith Campaign 



     P.O Box 163411 



     Fort Worth, Texas, 76161 



 



Respectfully, 



Isaiah X. Smith     
     Isaiah Smith Campaign 



     P.O Box 163411 



     Fort Worth, Texas, 76161 



     www.isaiahxsmith.com 



   













From: Sandra Howerton
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: Treat all non-profits equally
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 1:19:31 AM


Dear Ms. Preston:
 
Churches should have to conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
nonprofit groups. Making other nonprofits file Form 990 or other disclosure forms
while exempting religious organizations is blatant discrimination in favor of
religious organizations and against atheist ones.
 
Please treat religious and nonreligious nonprofits equally by subjecting both to the
same qualification and compliance standards.
 
Sandra H. Howerton
1108 Knollwood Drive, NW
Wilson, NC 
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From: Michael Steiner
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: comments on Form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 9:21:58 PM


I believe churches should be required to file Form 990 just like all other non-profit 501(c)(3)
organizations. Exempting them from filing removes accountability and is, in effect, government
favoritism. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing both kinds of tax-exempt groups, have a right to know
general financial information about them.


Thank you,


Michael Steiner
5225 E. Thomas Rd. Apt. 248
Phoenix, AZ 85018
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From: Claudette St.Pierre
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: comments on form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 10:07:04 PM
Importance: High


Dear Ms. Preston,
 
I am a citizen writing to express my opinion regarding the current laws that surround
submission of form 990. I am happy to learn that the Internal Revenue Service and the
Treasury Department are seeking public comment on Form 990.  Please consider the
following:


·       All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether
they espouse an atheist position, or a religious position. Currently the IRS
singles out churches for privileged treatment by exempting them from the
disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3) organizations must comply with,
or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-exempt groups,
have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come
with some measures of accountability.


·       Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other
501(c)(3) groups. At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations
that claim to be religious organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS
that they are claiming tax exemption.


I hope you sincerely consider my opinion on this issue.  Thank you for your time
and service.


 
 
Claudette StPierre
303-475-0418
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From: Daryl Scherkenbach
To: Preston Christie A
Subject: comments relating to form 990
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 11:28:45 PM


The public has a right to know how all 501(c)(3) organizations spend their money through
disclosure to the IRS.  Such unequal treatment of religious organizations  is a clear violation
of the first amendment.
All non-profit organizations should be treated equally, regardless of whether they espouse  a
religious or non religious position. Currently the IRS singles out churches for privileged
treatment by exempting them from the disclosure requirements all other 501(c)(3)
organizations must comply with, or lose their exemption. Taxpayers, who are subsidizing tax-
exempt groups, have a right to know what entities are exempt from taxation and to review
general financial disclosures. The privilege of not being taxed must come with some
measures of accountability.
Please make churches conform to the same IRS requirements as all other 501(c)(3) groups.
At a minimum, the IRS should require any organizations that claim to be religious
organizations, to file an annual notice with the IRS that they are claiming tax exemption.


Daryl A. Scherkenbach
109 Niestrath Rd.
Cazadero, CA 95421



mailto:dscherkenbach@gmail.com

mailto:Christie.A.Preston@irs.gov



