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Business and Professional Classification Survey (SQ-CLASS)

Business Help Site

About the Survey

Purpose

‘The purpose of the Business and Professional Classification Report (SQ-CLASS) is to update the sampling frame for the Census Bureau's current business surveys. Addtionally, establishments sampled during the five-year Economic.
Census will receive a data collection instrument specifcall tailored to their industry based on the classification information obtained by the SQ-CLASS report. Therefore, assigning proper industry classification to these establishments is
crucial

This survey allows the Census Bureau to keep current with rapid changes in the marketplace caused by business births, deaths, and changes in company organization. The Census Bureau samples newly assigned Employer
Identification Numbers (EINs) obteined from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Each EIN can only be selected once for the SG-CLASS report

The Census Bureau conducts this survey under the authority of an Act of Congress, Title 13, U.S.C.. sections 131, 182, and 193. Section 131 defines the Secretary of Commerce’s (secretary) authority to take, compile, and publish the
Economic Census. Section 182 provides authority for the Secretary to make surveys deemed necessary to fumnish annual and other interim current data on the subjects covered by the Census. Section 193 provides the specific authority

o collect supplementary statistics related to the Economic Census. This collection is made mandatory under the provisions of Title 13 U.S.C., Sections 224 and 225. Section § of Title 13 guarantees that your response is confidential and
will only be used for statistical purposes.

Coverage
Firms or establishments with Employer Identification Numbers (EINS) that are newy assigned or recently reactivated by the Intemal Revenue Service (IRS).

Content
Data collected includes two months of sales or receipts, principle lines of merchandise, company organization, North American Industry Classification (NAICS) code; wholesale inventories; and other industry related data.

Frequency
“This survey began as a monthly data collections in 1968. Data has been collected quartery since 1976. A new sample s selected each quarter. Selected EIN's can only be selected once for inclusion in the SQ-CLASS report

Methods
Letters with instructions for completing the SQ-CLASS Report online will be mailed to a random sample of businesses selected from a st of new or reactived EINs updated with data from the IRS.

Uses

‘The information collected allows us to update our industry codes for these establishments. This allows our current surveys to be updated with a sample of new businesses entering the business sector. Additionally, business will be
‘mailed five-year Economic Census forms specifically tailored to their industry based on the classification information collected using this survey.

Related Programs:
Economic Census
Advance Monthly Retail Trade Survey

RELATED SITES

North American Industry
= Classification System
(NAICS)

. Census Bureau Econormic
Programs





image1.png
Form: SQ-CLASS(00) ONB No. 0607-0129 Approval Expres. 0813072016

Business and Professional

Classification Report
SQ-CLASS

Help Telephone: 1-800-253-1332
(8:30am-500 pm ET, W-F)

Welcome to the Business and Professional Classification Report.

YOUR RESPONSE IS REQUIRED BY LAW. Title 13, United States Code, Sections 131, 162, and 193 authorizes this collection
Sections 224 and 225 require your response. By Section 9 of the same law, YOUR CENSUS REPORT IS CONFIDENTIAL.

It may be seen only by persans sworn to uphold the confidentialtty of Census Bureau information and may be used only

for statistical purposes. Further, copies retained in respondents’ files are immune from legal process.

This collection has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). The eight-digit OMB approval number is
0607-0189 and appears at the upper right of this screen. Without this approval we could not conduct this survey.

« Login by entering the appropriate information and press the "Login” button
‘« User ID and Password are case sensifive.

T —
o —

Note: Your session will expire if you remain on one screen for 45 minutes without navigating to another screen. To ensure data is saved, navigate to the next
screen.

* WARNING **

You have accessed a UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT computer. Use of this compute without authorization orfor purposes for which
authorization has not been extended s a violation of Federal law and can be punished with fines or imprisonment (PUBLIC LAW 99-474)
‘System usage may be monitored, recorded, and subjectto audit. Any information you enter nto this system may be used by Census Bureau for
statistical purposes, including but not limited to improving the eficiency of our data collection programs. For information regarding the use of
this system, and how your privacy is protected, visit our online privacy webpage at itp:/iwww.census.goviprivacyl . Use of this system indicates
consentto the collection, monitoring, recording, and use of information provided inside this system
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Burden Statement

We estimate this survey to take an average of 13 minutes to complete, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.

Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden to:

Econ Survey Comments 0507-0189

U.S. Census Bureau

4600 Silver Hill Road

Room END-BK122

Washington, DC 20233

You may e-mail comments to Be sure to use ECON Survey Comments 0607-0189 as the subject

Response to this collection of information is not required unless it displays 3 valid approval number from the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB). The OMB eight digit number appears in the upper right comer of the form
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