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Project Engage-Project Information and Consent Form

Thank you for your interest in this research study.  My name is Brittany Bickford and I am a Senior 
Research and Evaluation Analyst at the National Network of Public Health Institutes (NNPHI).  

Before you decide whether to agree to be in this study, please read this form along with me as I read it
aloud and ask as many questions as you need to be sure you know what you will be asked to do.

Introduction:  This study is being done by researchers from the Divisions of STD and HIV Prevention, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

What is the purpose of this study? The purpose of this study is to learn about how you and other men 
think about community—what communities you feel part of and why—and about sexual health. Our 
goal is to use the information to inform community engagement and mobilization efforts, and make it 
more relevant for people who are most at risk for STDs. 

Why am I being asked to be in this study? We are asking you to be in this study because we are 
conducting a number of interviews with African American men who have sex with men in both New 
Orleans and Washington DC. 

[KEY INFORMANTS ONLY]Additionally you were selected because you have been identified as a person 
who has been active in efforts to improve sexual health among men in your community, based on your 
work with [insert organization affiliation]. 

How long will you need me? We expect the interview to take no longer than one hour.

What is going to happen during the study? As stated before, we will ask you some questions and talk 
with you by phone. I will be asking the questions and my co-worker will listen and take notes.  Also, we 
will record what you say on audio tape. This is so we have an accurate record of what you say.

What do you want me to do if I decide to be in this study? During the interview, you will be asked to 
tell us your thoughts about community and sexual health. We are asking you to give us your honest 
opinions and views on the topic.  There are no wrong or right answers. 

Are there any risks to me if I decide to be in this study? There is low risk to you if you decide to be in 
this study.  Since we may ask you several personal questions during the interview, you may feel uneasy 
or uncomfortable.  You do not have to answer any questions you do not want to during the interview.  
You may stop the interview at any time. 

Are there any benefits from being in this study?  By being in this study you may be able to help us 
improve education and outreach about sexual health for other men who have sex with men. Knowing 
how men feel about this topic may help us create better ways to reach and educate people, or to deliver 
services to people who need them. This may help us prevent or reduce STDs like syphilis, gonorrhea, 
and HIV.  

Will the things I tell you be kept private? What you tell us will be kept private to the extent allowed by 
law. The things you tell us during the interview will be kept secure by the research staff.   We will 
protect your identity and information that you give us.  That is, we will not tell anyone what you said 
and we will not tell anyone that you were part of this study.  However, if we think there may be child 



abuse or that you may cause harm to yourself or others, we are required by law to report this concern to 
the proper authorities.  

What is going to happen with the audio tapes of my interview? After the interview, a person working 
on the study will listen to the audio tape and  transcribe what was said.  Only the people working on the 
study will be able to listen to the tapes. At the end of the study, we will erase the tapes and throw them 
away.

What will you do with my interview? The tapes and transcripts from your interview will be used to write
a report on what we have found. The people working on the study will review all the interview 
responses to help us understand what we have found. We may also publish a paper in a journal, so that 
we can share what we found with other people.  We will not use your name in the report or in any papers
we write, and nothing that you say will be directly connected to you. We will do our best to ensure that 
no one will be able to know what you said or that you were in this study from anything that we write.  
We will destroy all records with your contact information after the study is complete.

Is there any cost if I take part in this study? The only cost to you for being in this study is your time for
taking part in the phone interview. t. 

Is there any reimbursement if I take part in this study? There is no reimbursement for taking part in 
this study, although your will receive a token of appreciation of a $40 Amazon gift card for your 
participation. 

Who should I call if I have questions about this study or think I may have gotten sick or been harmed 
by this study? If you have any questions about this study or your rights for being in this study, you may 
call Aaron Alford at 202.830.0771, or the Michigan Public Health Institute at 517-324-7387.

Do I have to be in this study? You do not have to be in this study. It is up to you if you want to or not.  
You can stop being in this study at any time without any penalty or loss of benefits.

DO YOU HAVE ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS STUDY?

DO YOU WISH TO PROCEED?

TO ENSURE EVERYTHING IS CAPTURED ACCURATELY I WOULD LIKE TO RECORD TODAY’S

INTERVIEW. DO I HAVE YOUR PERMISSION TO RECORD?

[TURN RECORDER ON.]

SINCE WE ARE NOW ON THE RECORD I’D LIKE TO GO OVER ONCE AGAIN WHY WE ARE 
MEETING TODAY.

[RESTATE PURPOSE OF THE INTERVIEW, CONFIRM THAT THE PARTICIPANT READ OR WAS 
READ THE CONSENT FORM AND WAS OFFERED A CHANCE TO ASK QUESTIONS.]

I’D LIKE TO CONFIRM ONCE AGAIN THAT YOU WISH TO PROCEED WITH THIS INTERVIEW?


