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“For a wide variety of RTI’s research projects, we interact with human research subjects or use personal data about human subjects. Every researcher at RTI is responsible for minimizing the risks to human subjects who are involved in research performed by RTI. All researchers are also responsible for complying with relevant guidelines and requirements. Because RTI operates under a Federal wide Assurance (FWA) with the Office for Human Research Protections (OHRP) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), we are able to carry out human subject research independently. Before we contact human subjects or collect or use any human subjects’ data (including human biospecimens), an Institutional Review Board (IRB) must approve the research study. The IRB reviews each study to make sure that we have proper, informed consent from human subjects; we take adequate measures to protect privacy and confidentiality; risks are minimized; the benefits of the research justify any potential risks; special precautions are taken if vulnerable subjects are involved in the study; and we comply with host-country IRB requirements, when necessary.”
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