
Legal Authorities

1. 42 U.S.C. § 11601(b)(2)

§ 11601. Findings and declarations
. . .
(b) Declarations
The Congress makes the following declarations:
. . .
(2) The provisions of this chapter are in addition to and not in lieu of the provisions of the 
Convention.

2. 42 U.S.C. § 11606(c)

§ 11606. United States Central Authority
. . .
(c) Regulatory authority
The United States Central Authority is authorized to issue such regulations as may be necessary 
to carry out its functions under the Convention and this chapter.

3. 42 U.S.C. § 11608

§ 11608. Collection, maintenance, and dissemination of information

(a) In general

In performing its functions under the Convention, the United States Central Authority may, 
under such conditions as the Central Authority prescribes by regulation, but subject to subsection
(c) of this section, receive from or transmit to any department, agency, or instrumentality of the 
Federal Government or of any State or foreign government, and receive from or transmit to any 
applicant, petitioner, or respondent, information necessary to locate a child or for the purpose of 
otherwise implementing the Convention with respect to a child, except that the United States 
Central Authority--

(1) may receive such information from a Federal or State department, agency, or instrumentality 
only pursuant to applicable Federal and State statutes; and
(2) may transmit any information received under this subsection notwithstanding any provision 
of law other than this chapter.

(b) Requests for information

Requests for information under this section shall be submitted in such manner and form as the 
United States Central Authority may prescribe by regulation and shall be accompanied or 
supported by such documents as the United States Central Authority may require.

(c) Responsibility of government entities



Whenever any department, agency, or instrumentality of the United States or of any State 
receives a request from the United States Central Authority for information authorized to be 
provided to such Central Authority under subsection (a) of this section, the head of such 
department, agency, or instrumentality shall promptly cause a search to be made of the files and 
records maintained by such department, agency, or instrumentality in order to determine whether
the information requested is contained in any such files or records. If such search discloses the 
information requested, the head of such department, agency, or instrumentality shall immediately
transmit such information to the United States Central Authority, except that any such 
information the disclosure of which--

(1) would adversely affect the national security interests of the United States or the law 
enforcement interests of the United States or of any State; or
(2) would be prohibited by section 9 of Title 13;

shall not be transmitted to the Central Authority.  The head of such department, agency, or 
instrumentality shall, immediately upon completion of the requested search, notify the Central 
Authority of the results of the search, and whether an exception set forth in paragraph (1) or (2) 
applies.  In the event that the United States Central Authority receives information and the 
appropriate Federal or State department, agency, or instrumentality thereafter notifies the 
Central Authority that an exception set forth in paragraph (1) or (2) applies to that information, 
the Central Authority may not disclose that information under subsection (a) of this section.

(d) Information available from Parent Locator Service

To the extent that information which the United States Central Authority is authorized to obtain 
under the provisions of subsection (c) of this section can be obtained through the Parent Locator 
Service, the United States Central Authority shall first seek to obtain such information from the 
Parent Locator Service, before requesting such information directly under the provisions of 
subsection (c) of this section.

(e) Recordkeeping

The United States Central Authority shall maintain appropriate records concerning its activities 
and the disposition of cases brought to its attention.

4. Article 8 of The Hague Convention on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction

Any person, institution or other body claiming that a child has been removed or retained in 
breach of custody rights may apply either to the Central Authority of the child's habitual 
residence or to the Central Authority of any other Contracting State for assistance in securing 
the return of the child.
The application shall contain -
a. information concerning the identity of the applicant, of the child and of the person alleged to 
have removed or retained the child;
b. where available, the date of birth of the child;
c. the grounds on which the applicant's claim for return of the child is based;
d. all available information relating to the whereabouts of the child and the identity of the 
person with whom the child is presumed to be.



The application may be accompanied or supplemented by -
e. an authenticated copy of any relevant decision or agreement;
f. a certificate or an affidavit emanating from a Central Authority, or other competent authority 
of the State of the child's habitual residence, or from a qualified person, concerning the relevant
law of that State;
g. any other relevant document.

5. Article 9 of The Hague Convention on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction

If the Central Authority which receives an application referred to in Article 8 has reason to 
believe that the child is in another Contracting State, it shall directly and without delay transmit
the application to the Central Authority of that Contracting State and inform the requesting 
Central Authority, or the applicant, as the case may be.

6. Article 12 of The Hague Convention on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction

Where a child has been wrongfully removed or retained in terms of Article 3 of The Hague 
Convention on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction and, at the date of the 
commencement of the proceedings before the judicial or administrative authority of the 
Contracting State where the child is, a period of less than one year has elapsed from the date of 
the wrongful removal or retention, the authority concerned shall order the return of the child 
forthwith.  The judicial or administrative authority, even where the proceedings have been 
commenced after the expiration of the period of one year referred to in the preceding 
paragraph, shall also order the return of the child, unless it is demonstrated that the child is now
settled in its new environment.  Where the judicial or administrative authority in the requested 
State has reason to believe that the child has been taken to another State, it may stay the 
proceedings or dismiss the application for the return of the child.

7. 53 F.R. 30637 

53 FR 30637, Exec. Order No. 12648 (Pres.)

Executive Order 12648

Relating to the Implementation of the Convention on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction

August 11, 1988
The United States of America deposited its instrument of ratification of the Hague Convention 
on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction ("Convention") on April 29, 1988. The 
Convention entered into force for the United States on July 1, 1988. Article 6 of the Convention
imposes upon Contracting States an obligation to designate a "Central Authority" for the 
purpose of discharging certain specified functions.
In order that the Government of the United States of America may give full and complete effect
to the Convention, and pursuant to section 7 of the International Child Abduction Remedies 
Act, Public Law No. 100-300 (1988), it is expedient and necessary and I designate a Central 
Authority within the Executive branch of said Government:
NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution 



and the laws of the United States, including section 301 of Title 3 of the United States Code 
and section 7 of the International Child Abduction Remedies Act, it is ordered as follows:
Section 1. Designation of Central Authority. The Department of State is hereby designated as 
the Central Authority of the United States for purposes of the Hague Convention on the Civil 
Aspects of International Child Abduction. The Secretary of State is hereby authorized and 
empowered, in accordance with such regulations as he may prescribe, to perform all lawful acts
that may be necessary and proper in order to execute the functions of the Central Authority in a 
timely and efficient manner.

RONALD REAGAN
THE WHITE HOUSE,
August 11, 1988.
53 FR 30637, Exec. Order No. 12648
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