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What is the goal of this project?  
 
The CDC and its partners want to create programs and resources to monitor and help reduce infections in NH/SNFs. To identify opportunities to support infection prevention programs in this setting, the CDC needs to learn more about how common and what types of infections impact residents, and how infections drive antibiotic use. This prevalence survey project will help the CDC learn more about infections in NH/SNF residents, and characteristics which may place residents at increased risk for developing an infection.  
 
Why is understanding my facility’s infections and antibiotic use important?  
 
When a facility uses antibiotics for events which are not related to a bacterial infection, (for example, a cold or flu caused by a virus), residents are at greater risk for antibiotic-resistant bacteria, side effects and adverse drug events, and other complications. Understanding how infections are identified, diagnosed, and treated with antibiotics may help your staff identify practice improvements which can help focus infection prevention efforts and could decrease inappropriate antibiotic use. Reducing infections and improving antibiotic use will improve resident outcomes and the quality of life for your residents while reducing costs of care.  
 
How will participating in this project help my facility?  
 
· Staff will have improved awareness of how infections are identified and documented; which infections are most common among your residents; and how antibiotics are used in your facility. 
· Your facility will receive information, tools and resources to support the ongoing efforts to monitor infections and antibiotic use among your residents. 
· Your facility will be recognized as a partner in a CDC-supported project.   
 
What will my facility have to do in order to participate in this project?  
We have worked to minimize the time commitment for participating facilities; however, in order to participate in this project your facility will have to: 
· Identify a staff member to serve as the project leader at your facility. 
· This person will be the main point of contact for your facility to communicate with our project staff, and help coordinate data collection.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Enable your facility project leader and any additional staff to attend a short training session for the project. 
· Complete a questionnaire on facility infection prevention activities and antimicrobial use. 
· Complete information on eligible residents present in your facility on the day of the survey.
· Schedule a date for our project staff to visit your facility and during the visit: 
· Provide requested medical records for our staff to review, and facilitate review of medical records from a subset of residents identified on the date of the survey.  
 
 
