DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

1INFORMATION COLLECTION
SUPPORTING STATEMENT
Race to Zero Emissions (R2ZE) Challenge Volunteer Registration for Transit Agencies

with Zero Emission Buses
[OMB CONTROL NUMBER 2105-0573]

INTRODUCTION

This is to request the Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB) approval of a proposed
generic information collection entitled, “Race to Zero Emissions (R2ZE) Challenge Volunteer
Registration for Transit Agencies with Zero Emission Buses.”

Respondents will be bus transit agencies across the United States and the information collected
will be as follows:

Name: To identify the agencies interested in participating in the Race.

Address: To include on a website interactive map of participating agencies.

Point of contact: To communicate with the transit agencies about R2ZE as necessary.
Work phone: To have another option for communicating with the agencies about R2ZE.
Email address: To communicate with the agencies regarding R2ZE.

Logo: To accurately identify and acknowledge the participating agencies. The logo may
be used on the R2ZE website to profile a participant.

Website address: To include on the R2ZE website’s interactive map.

e Number/percentage of ZEBs in fleet: This information will be used to set a baseline for
ZEBs in a transit agency fleet, which will then be used to calculate the percentage
increase of ZEBs in their fleet on an annual basis.

Part A. Justification

1. Circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. EXPLAIN THE
CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAKE THE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION

NECESSARY. IDENTIFY ANY LEGAL OR ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENT'S
THAT NECESSITATE THE COLLECTION. ATTACH A COPY OF THE
APPROPRIATE SECTION OF EACH STATUTE AND REGULATION MANDATING
OR AUTHORIZING THE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.

This information collection is necessary to allow the Department of Transportation (DOT) to
implement the U.S. — China R2ZE Challenge. The R2ZE is an initiative under the U.S. — China
Climate Change Working Group that encourages bus transit agencies in the U.S. and China to
deploy innovative, advanced, non-polluting ZEBs in their systems. The initiative seeks to
promote the benefits of ZEB while showcasing innovative technology advancements within the
zero emission bus and heavy-duty trucking industries. This initiative also supports DOT’s
strategic goal of “advancing environmentally sustainable policies and investments that reduce



carbon and other harmful emissions from transportation sources” by encouraging bus transit
agencies to deploy ZEBs in their systems.

Please see attached summary of the U.S. China Race to Zero Emissions Challenge.

2.  How, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used. INDICATE
HOW, BY WHOM, AND FOR WHAT PURPOSE THE INFORMATION IS TO BE
USED. EXCEPT FOR A NEW COLLECTION, INDICATE THE ACTUAL USE THE
AGENCY HAS MADE OF THE INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM THE CURRENT
COLLECTION.

This information will be collected through the dot.gov hosted R2ZE website where interested
transit agencies can voluntarily submit their information. The information provided will be used
by the Department of Transportation (DOT) for the purpose of to set a baseline for ZEBs in a
transit agency fleet, which will then be used to calculate the percentage increase of ZEBs in their
fleet on an annual basis.

The collection also provides for an option to receive emails about the program.

The R2ZE Challenge is an initiative under the U.S. — China Climate Change Working Group that
encourages bus transit agencies in the U.S. and China to deploy innovative, advanced, non-
polluting ZEBs in their systems.

3. Extent of automated information collection. DESCRIBE WHETHER, AND TO
WHAT EXTENT, THE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION INVOLVES THE USE OF
AUTOMATED, ELECTRONIC, MECHANICAL, OR OTHER TECHNOLOGICAL
COLLECTION TECHNIQUES OR OTHER FORMS OF INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY, E.G. PERMITTING ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION OF RESPONSES,
AND THE BASIS FOR THE DECISION FOR ADOPTING THIS MEANS OF
COLLECTION. ALSO DESCRIBE ANY CONSIDERATION OF USING
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TO REDUCE BURDEN.

This information collection will be web-based. Respondents will provide the information upon
registering to participate on the dot.gov hosted R2ZE’s website. This method represents the most
efficient and cost-effective way of collection for both the respondents and the DOT.

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication. DESCRIBE EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY
DUPLICATION. SHOW SPECIFICALLY WHY ANY SIMILAR INFORMATION
ALREADY AVAILABLE CANNOT BE USED OR MODIFIED FOR USE FOR THE
PURPOSES DESCRIBED IN ITEM 2 ABOVE.

Registration to participate in the Race is voluntary and has to be initiated by the transit agency. A
portion of the information collected may be obtained through the transit agencies’ website and
other open sources. However, the information on the number of ZEBs in a transit agency’s fleet is
not necessarily publicly available or current. To ensure accuracy, this specific data can only be
provided by the participating agency.



5. Efforts to minimize the burden on small businesses. IF THE COLLECTION OF
INFORMATION IMPACTS SMALL BUSINESSES OR OTHER SMALL ENTITIES,
DESCRIBE ANY METHODS USED TO MINIMIZE BURDEN.

This collection of information does not have an impact on small businesses.

6. Impact of less frequent collection of information. DESCRIBE THE CONSEQUENCE
TO FEDERAL PROGRAM OR POLICY ACTIVITIES IF THE COLLECTION IS NOT
CONDUCTED OR IS CONDUCTED LESS FREQUENTLY, AS WELL AS ANY
TECHNICAL OR LEGAL OBSTACLES TO REDUCING BURDEN.

DOT will not be able to establish the R2ZE program without this information. The basis of the
R2ZE Challenge is to demonstrate increase in the number of ZEBs being operated by transit
agencies. In order to measure increases, a baseline of current ZEBs must be obtained. This
information will allow the Department to collect the necessary information to enable the transit
agencies to participate in the program announced by the United States and China in June 2016.

7.  Special Circumstances. EXPLAIN ANY SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES THAT
WOULD CAUSE AN INFORMATION COLLECTION TO BE CONDUCTED IN A
MANNER:

- REQUIRING RESPONDENTS TO REPORT INFORMATION TO THE AGENCY
MORE OFTEN THAN QUARTERLY;

There is no requirement for the respondents to report. Participation in the program is
voluntary and the respondents may report as often as they deem necessary to update DOT
of any changes to the number and percentage of the ZEBs in their systems or other profile-
related information.

- REQUIRING RESPONDENTS TO PREPARE A WRITTEN RESPONSE TO A
COLLECTION OF INFORMATION IN FEWER THAN 30 DAYS AFTER
RECEIPT OF IT;

N/A

- REQUIRING RESPONDENTS TO SUBMIT MORE THAN AN ORIGINAL AND
TWO COPIES OF ANY DOCUMENT;

N/A
- REQUIRING RESPONDENTS TO RETAIN RECORDS, OTHER THAN

HEALTH, MEDICAL, GOVERNMENT CONTRACT, GRANT-IN-AID, OR TAX
RECORDS FOR MORE THAN THREE YEARS;



N/A

- IN CONNECTION WITH A STATISTICAL SURVEY, THAT IS NOT DESIGNED
TO PRODUCE VALID AND RELIABLE RESULTS THAT CAN BE
GENERALIZED TO THE UNIVERSE OF STUDY;

N/A

- REQUIRING THE USE OF A STATISTICAL DATA CLASSIFICATION THAT
HAS NOT BEEN REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY OMB;

N/A

- THAT INCLUDES A PLEDGE OF CONFIDENTIALITY THAT IS NOT
SUPPORTED BY AUTHORITY ESTABLISHED IN STATUTE OR
REGULATION, THAT IS NOT SUPPORTED BY DISCLOSURE AND DATA
SECURITY POLICIES THAT ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE PLEDGE, OR
WHICH UNNECESSARILY IMPEDES SHARING OF DATA WITH OTHER
AGENCIES FOR COMPATIBLE CONFIDENTIAL USE; OR

N/A

- REQUIRING RESPONDENTS TO SUBMIT PROPRIETARY TRADE SECRET,
OR OTHER CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION UNLESS THE AGENCY CAN
DEMONSTRATE THAT IT HAS INSTITUTED PROCEDURES TO PROTECT
THE INFORMATION'S CONFIDENTIALITY TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED
BY LAW.

N/A

8. Compliance with 5 CFR 1320.8(d). IF APPLICABLE, PROVIDE A COPY AND
IDENTIFY THE DATE AND PAGE NUMBER OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL
REGISTER OF THE AGENCY'S NOTICE, REQUIRED BY 5 CFR 1320.8(d),
SOLICITING COMMENTS ON THE INFORMATION COLLECTION PRIOR TO
SUBMISSION TO OMB. SUMMARIZE PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED IN
RESPONSE TO THAT NOTICE AND DESCRIBE ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE
AGENCY IN RESPONSE TO THOSE COMMENTS. SPECIFICALLY ADDRESS
COMMENTS RECEIVED ON COST AND HOUR BURDEN.

N/A

DESCRIBE EFFORTS TO CONSULT WITH PERSONS OUTSIDE THE AGENCY TO
OBTAIN THEIR VIEWS ON THE AVAILABILITY OF DATA, FREQUENCY OF
COLLECTION, THE CLARITY OF INSTRUCTIONS AND RECORDKEEPING,
DISCLOSURE, OR REPORTING FORMAT (IF ANY), AND ON THE DATA



ELEMENTS TO BE RECORDED, DISCLOSED, OR REPORTED.

CONSULTATION WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THOSE FROM WHOM
INFORMATION IS TO BE OBTAINED OR THOSE WHO MUST COMPILE
RECORDS SHOULD OCCUR AT LEAST ONCE EVERY 3 YEARS--EVEN IF THE
COLLECTION OF INFORMATION ACTIVITY IS THE SAME AS IN PRIOR
PERIODS. THERE MAY BE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAY PRECLUDE
CONSULTATION IN A SPECIFIC SITUATION. THESE CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD
BE EXPLAINED.

Registration for R2ZE is fully voluntary and there is no requirement to participate by registering
or responding to the request for information. While developing the program, DOT periodically
consulted with the transit agencies and other bus transit experts.

9. Payment or gifts to respondents. EXPLAIN ANY DECISION TO PROVIDE ANY
PAYMENT OR GIFT TO RESPONDENTS, OTHER THAN REMUNERATION OF
CONTRACTORS OR GRANTEES.

N/A

10. Assurance of confidentiality. DESCRIBE ANY ASSURANCE OF
CONFIDENTIALITY PROVIDED TO RESPONDENTS AND THE BASIS FOR THE
ASSURANCE IN STATUTE, REGULATION, OR AGENCY POLICY.

N/A

11. Justification for collection of sensitive information. PROVIDE ADDITIONAL
JUSTIFICATION FOR ANY QUESTIONS OF A SENSITIVE NATURE, SUCH AS
SEXUAL BEHAVIOR AND ATTITUDES, RELIGIOUS BELIEFS, AND OTHER
MATTERS THAT ARE COMMONLY CONSIDERED PRIVATE. THIS
JUSTIFICATION SHOULD INCLUDE THE REASONS WHY THE AGENCY
CONSIDERS THE QUESTIONS NECESSARY, THE SPECIFIC USES TO BE MADE
OF THE INFORMATION, THE EXPLANATION TO BE GIVEN TO PERSONS FROM
WHOM THE INFORMATION IS REQUESTED, AND ANY STEPS TO BE TAKEN TO
OBTAIN THEIR CONSENT.

N/A
12. [Estimate of burden hours for information requested. PROVIDE ESTIMATES OF
THE HOUR BURDEN OF THE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION. THE
STATEMENT SHOULD:

- INDICATE THE NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS, FREQUENCY OF RESPONSE,



ANNUAL HOUR BURDEN, AND AN EXPLANATION OF HOW THE BURDEN
WAS ESTIMATED. UNLESS DIRECTED TO DO SO, AGENCIES SHOULD NOT
CONDUCT SPECIAL SURVEYS TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON WHICH TO
BASE HOUR BURDEN ESTIMATES. CONSULTATION WITH A SAMPLE
(FEWER THAN 10) OF POTENTIAL RESPONDENTS IS DESIRABLE. IF THE
HOUR BURDEN ON RESPONDENTS IS EXPECTED TO VARY WIDELY
BECAUSE OF DIFFERENCES IN ACTIVITY, SIZE, OR COMPLEXITY, SHOW
THE RANGE OF ESTIMATED HOUR BURDEN, AND EXPLAIN THE REASONS
FOR THE VARIANCE. GENERALLY, ESTIMATES SHOULD NOT INCLUDE
BURDEN HOURS FOR CUSTOMARY AND USUAL BUSINESS PRACTICES.

THE NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS: Potentially 1000

FREQUENCY OF RESPONSE: Once

ANNUAL HOUR BURDEN: 15 min for each agency for a total of 250. There is no wide
variance.

- IF THIS REQUEST FOR APPROVAL COVERS MORE THAN ONE FORM,
PROVIDE SEPARATE HOUR BURDEN ESTIMATES FOR EACH FORM AND
AGGREGATE THE HOUR BURDENS.

N/A

- PROVIDE ESTIMATES OF ANNUALIZED COST TO RESPONDENTS FOR
THE HOUR BURDENS FOR COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION,
IDENTIFYING AND USING APPROPRIATE WAGE RATE CATEGORIES. THE
COST OF CONTRACTING OUT OR PAYING OUTSIDE PARTIES FOR
INFORMATION COLLECTION ACTIVITIES SHOULD NOT BE INCLUDED
HERE. INSTEAD, THIS COST SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN ITEM 14.

Hourly rate of average salary rate for transit manager: $52

Time burden of information input for one respondent: 15min
Annual cost to one respondent: $13

Total annual cost to include 1000 potential respondent: $13,000

13. Estimate of the total annual costs burden. PROVIDE AN ESTIMATE OF THE
TOTAL ANNUAL COST BURDEN TO RESPONDENTS OR RECORDKEEPERS
RESULTING FROM THE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION. (DO NOT INCLUDE
THE COSTS OF ANY HOUR BURDEN SHOWN IN ITEMS 12 AND 14).

N/A

-THE COST ESTIMATES SHOULD BE SPLIT INTO TWO COMPONENTS: (A) A
TOTAL CAPITAL AND START-UP COST COMPONENT (ANNUALIZED OVER
ITS EXPECTED USEFUL LIFE); AND (B) A TOTAL OPERATION AND



MAINTENANCE AND PURCHASE OF SERVICES COMPONENT. THE
ESTIMATES SHOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH
GENERATING, MAINTAINING, AND DISCLOSING OR PROVIDING THE
INFORMATION. INCLUDE DESCRIPTIONS OF METHODS USED TO
ESTIMATE MAJOR COSTS FACTORS INCLUDING SYSTEM AND
TECHNOLOGY ACQUISITION, EXPECTED USEFUL LIFE OF CAPITAL
EQUIPMENT, THE DISCOUNT RATE(S), AND THE TIME PERIOD OVER
WHICH COSTS WILL BE INCURRED. CAPITAL AND START-UP COSTS
INCLUDE, AMONG OTHER ITEMS, PREPARATIONS FOR COLLECTING
INFORMATION SUCH AS PURCHASING COMPUTERS AND SOFTWARE;
MONITORING, SAMPLING, DRILLING AND TESTING EQUIPMENT; AND
RECORD STORAGE FACILITIES.

-IF COST ESTIMATES ARE EXPECTED TO VARY WIDELY, AGENCIES
SHOULD PRESENT RANGES OF COST BURDENS AND EXPLAIN THE
REASONS FOR THE VARIANCE. THE COST OF PURCHASING OR
CONTRACTING OUT INFORMATION COLLECTION SERVICES SHOULD BE A
PART OF THIS COST BURDEN ESTIMATE. IN DEVELOPING COST BURDEN
ESTIMATES, AGENCIES MAY CONSULT WITH A SAMPLE OF RESPONDENTS
(FEWER THAN 10), UTILIZE THE 60-DAY PRE-OMB SUBMISSION PUBLIC
COMMENT PROCESS AND USE EXISTING ECONOMIC OR REGULATORY
IMPACT ANALYSIS ASSOCIATED WITH THE RULEMAKING CONTAINING
THE INFORMATION COLLECTION, AS APPROPRIATE.

-GENERALLY, ESTIMATES SHOULD NOT INCLUDE PURCHASES OF
EQUIPMENT OR SERVICES, OR PORTIONS THEREOF, MADE (1) PRIOR TO
OCTOBER 1, 1995, (2) TO ACHIEVE REGULATORY COMPLIANCE WITH
REQUIREMENTS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH THE INFORMATION
COLLECTION, (3) FOR REASONS OTHER THAN TO PROVIDE INFORMATION
OR KEEP RECORDS FOR THE GOVERNMENT, OR (4) AS PART OF
CUSTOMARY AND USUAL BUSINESS OR PRIVATE PRACTICES.

14. Estimates of costs to the Federal Government. PROVIDE ESTIMATES OF
ANNUALIZED COST TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. ALSO, PROVIDE A
DESCRIPTION OF THE METHOD USED TO ESTIMATE COSTS, WHICH SHOULD
INCLUDE QUANTIFICATION OF HOURS, OPERATIONAL EXPENSES SUCH AS
EQUIPMENT, OVERHEAD, PRINTING, AND SUPPORT STAFF, AND ANY OTHER
EXPENSE THAT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN INCURRED WITHOUT THIS
COLLECTION OF INFORMATION. AGENCIES ALSO MAY AGGREGATE COST
ESTIMATES FROM ITEMS 12, 13, AND 14 IN A SINGLE TABLE.

Hourly rate of GS 12, Step 10: Approximately $40

Time burden of information input and processing from one respondent: 30min
Annual cost of information input from one respondent: $20

Equipment, overhead, printing, maintenance of the website: 2,000

Total annual cost to include 1000 potential respondent: $22,000



15. Explanation of the program change or adjustments. EXPLAIN THE REASONS
FOR ANY PROGRAM CHANGES OR ADJUSTMENTS REPORTED IN ITEMS 13 OR
14.

N/A

16. Publication of results of data collection. FOR COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION
WHOSE RESULTS WILL BE PUBLISHED, OUTLINE PLANS FOR TABULATION,
AND PUBLICATION. ADDRESS ANY COMPLEX ANALYTICAL TECHNIQUES
THAT WILL BE USED. PROVIDE THE TIME SCHEDULE FOR THE ENTIRE
PROJECT, INCLUDING BEGINNING AND ENDING DATES OF THE COLLECTION
OF INFORMATION, COMPLETION OF REPORT, PUBLICATION DATES, AND
OTHER ACTIONS.

N/A

17. Approval for not displaying the expiration date of OMB approval. IF SEEKING
APPROVAL TO NOT DISPLAY THE EXPIRATION DATE FOR OMB APPROVAL OF

THE INFORMATION COLLECTION, EXPLAIN THE REASONS THAT DISPLAY
WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE.

The R2ZE program will continue through 2025, with a number of new transit agencies
potentially joining the Race every year. Displaying the expiration date of OMB approval which
will change as DOT applies for renewal of information collections is not consistent with the
continuous nature of the program.

18. Exceptions to the certification statement. EXPLAIN EACH EXCEPTION TO THE
CERTIFICATION STATEMENT "CERTIFICATION FOR PAPERWORK
REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSIONS."

N/A



