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1. CIRCUMSTANCES NECESSITATING COLLECTION OF INFORMATION  

In accordance with Internal Revenue Code §§ 6109 and 6060, a PTIN must be obtained 
by all enrolled agents, as well as all tax return preparers who are compensated for 
preparing, or assisting in the preparation of, all or substantially all of any U.S. federal tax
return, claim for refund, or other tax form submitted to the IRS except the following:
Form SS-4, Application for Employer Identification Number;
Form SS-8, Determination of Worker Status for Purposes of Federal Employment Taxes 
and Income Tax Withholding;
Form SS-16, Certificate of Election of Coverage under FICA;
Form W-2 series of returns;
Form W-7, Application for IRS Individual Taxpayer Identification Number;
Form W-8BEN, Certificate of Foreign Status of Beneficial Owner for United States Tax 
Withholding;
Form 870, Waiver of Restrictions on Assessment and Collection of Deficiency in Tax 
and Acceptance of Overassessment;
Form 872, Consent to Extend the Time to Assess Tax;
Form 906, Closing Agreement On Final Determination Covering Specific Matters;
Form 1098 series;
Form 1099 series;
Form 2848, Power of Attorney and Declaration of Representative;
Form 3115, Application for Change in Accounting Method;
Form 4029, Application for Exemption From Social Security and Medicare Taxes and 
Waiver of Benefits;
Form 4361, Application for Exemption From Self-Employment Tax for Use by 
Ministers, Members of Religious Orders and Christian Science Practitioners;
Form 4419, Application for Filing Information Returns Electronically;
Form 5300, Application for Determination for Employee Benefit Plan;
Form 5307, Application for Determination for Adopters of Master or Prototype or 
Volume Submitter Plans;
Form 5310, Application for Determination for Terminating Plan;
Form 5500 series;
Form 8027, Employer’s Annual Information Return of Tip Income and Allocated Tips;
Form 8288-A, Statement of Withholding on Dispositions by Foreign Persons of U.S. 
Real Property Interests;
Form 8288-B, Application for Withholding Certificate for Dispositions by Foreign 
Persons of U.S. Real Property Interests;
Form 8508, Request for Waiver From Filing Information Returns Electronically;

https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/enrolled-agents/enrolled-agent-information


Form 8717, User Fee for Employee Plan Determination, Opinion, and Advisory Letter 
Request;
Form 8809, Application for Extension of Time to File Information Return;
Form 8821, Tax Information Authorization;
Form 8942, Application for Certification of Qualified Investments Eligible for Credits 
and Grants Under the Qualifying Therapeutic Discovery Project Program.  

Enrolled agents can apply for a PTIN online by visiting the following link; 
https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/ptin-requirements-for-tax-return-preparers.
Taxpayers that prefer to file via a paper return, can complete Form W-12.    

         
2. USE OF DATA                

The information will be used by the IRS to establish the identity and good standing of 
paid tax return preparers applying for a PTIN.

3. USE OF IMPROVED INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TO REDUCE BURDEN  

The third party vendor administering the application process will gather most of the 
information online. A small number of the overall preparer population will file this form 
on paper.  
                                                               

4. EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY DUPLICATION  

The information obtained through this collection is unique and is not already available 
for use or adaptation from another source.  

5. METHODS TO MINIMIZE BURDEN ON SMALL BUSINESSES OR OTHER       
SMALL ENTITIES

There are no small entities affected by this collection.

6. CONSEQUENCES OF LESS FREQUENT COLLECTION ON FEDERAL   
PROGRAMS OR POLICY ACTIVITIES

Failure to collect the information will prevent taxpayers from properly complying and/or 
reporting with the requirements outlined in sections 6109 and 6060 of the Code.

7. SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRING DATA COLLECTION TO BE       
INCONSISTENT WITH GUIDELINES IN 5 CFR 1320.5(d)(2)

There are no special circumstances requiring data collection to be inconsistent with 
Guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.5(d)(2).

https://www.irs.gov/tax-professionals/ptin-requirements-for-tax-return-preparers


8. CONSULTATION WITH INDIVIDUALS OUTSIDE OF THE AGENCY ON       
AVAILABILITY OF DATA, FREQUENCY OF COLLECTION, CLARITY OF 
INSTRUCTIONS AND FORMS, AND DATA ELEMENTS

The Treasury Department and the IRS released Notice 2008–13 (2008–3 IRB 282) on 
December 31, 2007, to provide interim guidance under the 2007 Act. Additional 
guidance was simultaneously provided in Notice 2008–12 (2008–3 IRB 280) with respect
to the implementation of the tax return preparer signature requirement of section 
6695(b), and in Notice 2008–11 (2008–3 IRB 279), which clarified the earlier transition 
relief provided in Notice 2007–54 (2007–27 IRB 12 (July 2, 2007)). Notice 2008–46 
(2008–18 IRB
868) was released on April 16, 2008, to add certain returns and documents to Exhibits 1, 
2, and 3 of Notice 2008–13. 

On June 17, 2008, the Treasury Department and the IRS published in the Federal 
Register (73 FR 34560) proposed amendments to the regulations (REG–129243–07) 
reflecting amendments made by the 2007 Act and comments received on the notices. A 
public hearing was held on these proposals on August 18, 2008. Written public 
comments responding to the proposed regulations were received.  After consideration of 
the public comments and the amendments made by the 2008 Act, the proposed 
regulations were adopted as revised by TD 9436 (73 FR 78430), published on December 
22, 2008.  These regulations are approved under OMB number 1545-1231.

Periodic meeting are held between IRS personnel and representatives of the American 
Bar Association, the National Society of Public Accountants, the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants, and other professional groups to discuss tax law and tax 
forms. During these meetings, there is an opportunity for those attending to make 
comments regarding Form W-12.

In response to the Federal Register notice (82 FR 18212), dated April 17, 2017, we 
received no comments during the comment period regarding these proposed and 
temporary regulations.

9. EXPLANATION OF DECISION TO PROVIDE ANY PAYMENT OR GIFT TO     
RESPONDENTS

No payment or gift has been provided to any respondents.

10. ASSURANCE OF CONFIDENTIALITY OF RESPONSES  



Generally, tax returns and tax return information are confidential as required by 26 USC 
6103.

11. JUSTIFICATION OF SENSITIVE QUESTIONS  

A privacy impact assessment (PIA) has been conducted for information collected under this 
request as part of the “Return Preparer” and a Privacy Act System of Records notice (SORN) has 
been issued for these systems under IRS 37.111 – Preparer Tax Identification Verification. The 
Internal Revenue Service PIA’s can be found at https://www.irs.gov/uac/Privacy-Impact-
Assessments-PIA .

12. ESTIMATED BURDEN OF INFORMATION COLLECTION  

Form # Respondents # Responses Per
Respondent

# Annual
Responses

Hours Per
Response

Total Annual
Burden

26 USC 6109 W-12 1,200,000 1 1,200,000 1.22 1,464,000

TOTALS 1,200,000 1,200,000 1,464,000

Please continue to assign OMB number 1545-2190 to these regulations.

1.6060-1
1.6109-2(a)
301.7701-15(b)(1) 

13. ESTIMATED TOTAL ANNUAL COST BURDEN TO RESPONDENTS  

To ensure more accuracy and consistency across its information collections, IRS is 
currently in the process of revising the methodology it uses to estimate burden and costs. 
Once this methodology is complete, IRS will update this information collection to reflect
a more precise estimate of burden and costs.

14. ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED COST TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT  

The estimated annualized cost to the federal government is $10,924.

15. REASONS FOR CHANGE IN BURDEN  

There is no change in the paperwork burden previously approved by OMB.  

We are making this submission to renew the OMB approval.



16. PLANS FOR TABULATION, STATISTICAL ANALYSIS AND PUBLICATION  

There are no plans for tabulation, statistical analysis and publication.

17. REASONS WHY DISPLAYING THE OMB EXPIRATION DATE IS        
INAPPROPRIATE

We believe that displaying the OMB expiration date is inappropriate because it could 
cause confusion by leading taxpayers to believe that the regulation  sunsets as of the 
expiration date.  Taxpayers are not likely to be aware that the Service intends to request 
renewal of the OMB approval and obtain a new expiration date before the old one 
expires.

18. EXCEPTIONS TO THE CERTIFICATION STATEMENT  

There are no exceptions to the certification statement.

Note  :     The following paragraph applies to all of the collections of information in this 
submission:

An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not 
required to respond to, a collection of information unless the 
collection of information displays a valid OMB control number.  
Books or records relating to a collection of information must be 
retained as long as their contents may become material in the 
administration of any internal revenue law.  Generally, tax 
returns and tax return information are confidential, as required 
by 26 U.S.C. 6103.
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