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(IT) used to mateh Federal funds under a Fed-
eral program other than the supplemental nutri-
tion assistance program.

RESEARCH, DEMONSTRATION, AND EVALUATIONS

Sec. 17. [T U.S.C. 2026] (a)1) The Secretary may enter into
contracts with or make grants to public or private organizations or
agencies under this section to undertake research that will help im-
prove the administration and effectiveness of the supplemental nu-
trition assistance program in delivering nutrition-related benefits.
The waiver authority of the Secretary under subsection (b) shall ex-
tend to all contracts and grants under this section.

{2) The Secretary may, on application, permit not more than
two State ?ﬁenc:ies to establish procedures that allow households
whose monthly supplemental nutrition assistance program benefits
do not exceed 520, at their option, to receive, in lieu of their supple-
mental nutrition assistance program benefits for the initial period
under section 8 and their regular allotment in following months,
and at intervals of up to 3 months thereafter, aggregate allotments
not to exceed 360 and covering not more than 3 months’ benefits.
The allotments shall be provided in accordance with paragraphs (3)
and (9) of section 11ie) (except that no household shall begin to re-
ceive combined allotments under this section until it has complied
with all applicable verification requirements of section 11{e)(3)) and
{with respect to the first aggregate allotment so issued) within 40
days of the last benefit issuance.

(b} 1M A) The Secretary may conduct on a trial basis, in one or
more areas of the United States, pilot or experimental projects de-
si{gned to test program changes that might increase the efficiency
of the supplemental nutrition assistanece program and improve the
delivery of supplemental nutrition assistance program benefits to
eligible households, and may waive any requirement of this Act to
the extent necessary for the project to be conducted.

{B) PROJECT REQUIREMENTS. —
(i) PrOGEAM GOAL—The Secretary may not con-
duct a project under subparagraph (A) unless—

(I} the project iz consistent with the goal of
the supplemental nutrition assistance program of
providing food assistance to raise levels of nutri-
tion among low-income individuals; and

(II) the project includes an evaluation to de-
termine the effects of the project.

(1) PERMISSIBLE PROJECTS.—The Secretary may
conduct a project under subparagraph (A) to—

(I) improve program administration;

(I} increase the self-sufficiency of supple-
mental nutrition assistance program recipients;

(ITI) test innovative welfare reform strategies;
ar

(IV) allow greater conformity with the rules of
other programs than would be allowed but for this
]:Eilragap :

(111) RESTRICTIONS ON PERMISSIBLE PROJECTS.—If
the Secretary finds that a project under subparagraph
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