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Delphi Workshop Participant Questions and Agenda
Your participation in this workshop is voluntary.  Participation will involve responding to 
questions about the priority of barriers to technology development, commercialization, and use 
and engaging in group discussion about different responses.  You can refuse to answer any 
questions and can stop participating at any time.  Refusal to participate or discontinuing 
participation will involve no penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.  Your 
participation is expected to last 1 day.  Your responses will be kept private and you can stop 
participating at any time.  Neither your identity nor the name of your organization will be revealed
to NIOSH or made public.  Specific information linking participant names and organizations to 
particular responses will not be included in any information viewed by NIOSH or in any 
presentations or reports produced in the course of the study.  The workshop will be audio 
recorded to ensure that all information is captured.  The audio recording will be used only by 
[contractor name] and not shared with NIOSH.

There is a small risk that your participation or the information you provide us will not remain 
confidential.  To avoid loss of confidentiality, all potentially identifying information from the 
workshop will be carefully secured through password protection, encryption, locked file cabinets, 
and electronic permissions so as to minimize the risk of any breach of confidentiality.  Identifying 
information and the audio recording will be destroyed at the end of the study.

There is no direct benefit to you, except that your help may improve the safety and health of 
miners.  There will be no costs to you, other than your time involved.  If you have any questions or 
concerns regarding this study, you may contact [NIOSH technical contact] at [phone number].  If 
you have questions about rights or privacy, you may contact Sandra Berry, the Chair of the RAND 
Human Subjects Protection Committee, at 310-393-0411 x7779.  Do you have any questions?

Participant Questions
1. Have the barriers identified in the interviews been described accurately and completely?
2. Are there additional barriers that haven't been presented?

a. If so, please describe them
3. How would you organize the barriers into groups?
4. How would you prioritize each barrier in terms of its importance for impeding the 

development and/or the adoption of safety and health technologies for underground coal 
mining?

5. What efforts have you or others taken to overcome or remove each barrier?
6. How have other industries overcome or removed each barrier?

Public reporting burden of this collection of information is estimated to average 15 hours per response, including the time for 
reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing the collection 



of information.  An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this
collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to CDC/ATSDR Information Collection Review Office, 1600
Clifton Road NE, MS D-74, Atlanta, Georgia 30333; ATTN:  PRA (0920-xxxx).

7. How would you rank the barriers in terms of the estimated costs needed to remove them?
8. Which organizations are best suited to take action to eliminate each barrier?
9. What are the co-benefits (beyond facilitating the development and/or the adoption of 

safety and health technologies) of eliminating each barrier?
10. After learning about other participants' rankings and hearing their explanations, how will 

you change your rankings?

Agenda

8:00 – 8:30 Welcome and introductions

8:30 – 9:15
Presentation on market characterization, interview process, and 
framing of development/deployment barriers for systems

9:15 – 10:00
Presentation of barriers identified in interviews
Consensus building with group on completeness/accuracy of barriers 
identified in interviews

10:00 – 10:15 Break

10:15 – 11:00
Presentation of mapping of barriers to technology types and 
development/deployment stages
Consensus building with group on completeness/accuracy

11:00 – 11:45 Initial ranking of barriers based on level of concern and risk

11:45 – 12:45 Lunch break

12:45 – 1:30
Discussion of initial ranking results to identify areas of consensus and 
disagreement

1:30 – 2:00 Re-ranking of barriers after discussion

2:00 – 2:15 Break

2:15 – 2:45 Discussion of remaining areas of disagreement

2:45 – 3:15 Re-ranking of barriers after discussion

3:15 – 3:30 Break

3:30 – 4:00 Final briefing of results of ranking

4:00 – 5:00 Conclusion and Adjournment


