SUPPORTING STATEMENT
ECONOMIC VALUE OF RESEARCH IN NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARIES
OMB CONTROL No.  0648-XXXX
A. JUSTFICATION
1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This request is for a new information collection request relating to the economic value of research in national marine sanctuaries.  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), National Ocean Service (NOS), Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) proposes to collect information from scientists and researchers who conduct research in national marine sanctuaries (NMS).  

Up-to-date socioeconomic data is needed to understand the research activities that occur within NMS, the contributions that NOAA’s ONMS makes to research within sanctuaries and the economic impacts of research that occurs within sanctuary communities.  This research also will satisfy legal mandates under the National Marine Sanctuaries Act (16 U.S.C. 1431 et seq), National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4321), Executive Order 12866 (EO 12866), and other pertinent statutes.

Currently, there is limited to no information available that provides estimates of the quantities and subjects of research in ocean environments and limited data on the economic impact of research within sanctuaries on their local communities (one study was found that focused on Oregon MPAs).  ONMS supports research and science and often times provides additional expertise, equipment and resources to researchers.  This research will help to quantify the contributions ONMS makes to science within the sanctuaries.  
The types of data targeted for this collection; research topics, technology used, resources at the NMS site including staff time, equipment, boat time, expertise, funding, researchers’ expenditures and sources of funding.  The primary focus for the survey will be to gather expenditures of the researchers. Specifically, ONMS will collect data to determine the economic impacts/contributions (by using IMPLAN) to the local communities.    

This request is for a one-time collection that will last one to two months in Stellwagen Bank NMS and Olympic Coast NMS. Collection of this data will provide estimates of the potential economic benefits resulting from scientific research. Additionally, analysis of this data may reveal the various characteristics or resources on which researchers within sanctuaries utilize or rely most.  
2. Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be used. If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines.
General Overview
The purpose of this information collection is to obtain the information necessary to understand the economic impacts provided by research within NMS and how ONMS supports scientific research. The information will be used by ONMS headquarters and site staff to improve support of research and to better understand the local businesses which researchers use.  Using this information may help to maximize the benefits provided by this program.  

The focus of this survey is the researcher – this could be an individual or government entity.  ONMS headquarters will work with each sanctuary’s Research Coordinator to contact the scientists and government agencies that conduct research within the sanctuary to complete the survey.  

Who will use this information?

The information will be used by the sanctuary site and headquarters to understand the value-added the sanctuary provides to research and the business sectors in the local communities that benefit most from research.  Using this information may help to maximize the benefits provided by the sanctuary in regard to science.  

How frequently will this information be used?

This request is for a one-time collection that will last one to two months in Stellwagen Bank NMS and Olympic Coast NMS. It is anticipated that the data gathered from this collection will be used on an as-needed basis. Some or all of the elements of this submission may be replicated to support socioeconomic monitoring in future years. 

For what purpose will the information be used?

Data gathered during this collection will be used by ONMS to provide/improve support to researchers or to increase the amount of research that occurs within sanctuaries.  The data may potentially be used for conduct of socioeconomic impact analyses under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Executive Order 12866 (Regulatory Impact Review) and an Initial and Final Regulatory Flexibility Analyses (impacts on small businesses). Finally, the information collected also has potential to be used by resource managers and research coordinators to increase the appeal of research within sanctuaries.

Compliance with Information Quality Guidelines
It is anticipated that the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support publicly disseminated information. NOAA National Ocean Service, ONMS will retain control over the information and safeguard it from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for confidentiality, privacy, and electronic information. See response to Question 10 of this Supporting Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy. The information collection is designed to yield data that meet all applicable information quality guidelines. Prior to dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554. All analyses and reports developed in this project will be peer reviewed before release to the public. 

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of information technology.
Researchers will be contacted via e-mail to complete the survey.  The survey will be implemented through Survey Monkey.  Paper copies will be sent to the researcher upon their request.
4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.
The research team completed thorough literature reviews and worked with field staff to identify any similar studies.  To date we have identified one study that was based in Oregon in 2013 based on data collected from 2008-2012.  This research will be 5 years old by the time this study is complete and is not specific to sanctuaries.  

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe the methods used to minimize burden.
It is possible that researchers will work for small businesses or entities.  We are asking only the lead researcher to complete the survey.    

6. Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently.
Without this collection, a critical data gap will remain that could inhibit the ability of research coordinators and management within the sanctuary system to maximize the effectiveness and value of their science and research programs.  

7. Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.
All data collection will be consistent with OMB guidelines.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.
A Federal Register Notice published on May 11, 2017 (82 FR 21984, solicited public comments.  
One comment was received from the researchers involved in the Oregon study mentioned above.  We have spoken with the researcher from Oregon and he has reviewed this survey and provided feedback.  The draft survey was also presented to ONMS and NOS education staff for review and we had informal conversations with non-staff about the surveys.  

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than remuneration of contractors or grantees.
No payment will be given.
10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy
Procedures have been established to protect the proprietary information provided by respondents. All personal identification information will be removed from all databases sent to NOAA or distributed to the public. Each individual respondent will be assigned an identification number in the database so the data from different portions of the survey can be linked for analysis.. All non-personal or non-proprietary information will be available for distribution.  This data will be cleared of any personal identifying information before being shared to protect the information of each individual and business.  

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private.
No such questions will be asked.

12. Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.
The affected public for this collection is researchers – this may include individuals, businesses and government.  It is estimated that each survey will take 15 minutes to complete.  In the table below, we present total burden hours if there is 100% or 90% completion.

	Site
	Number of Surveys
	Expected time to Complete
	Total Burden Hours at 100% response rate
	Total Burden Hours at 90% response rate

	Olympic Coast
	46
	15 min
	11.5 (12)
	10.35 (10)

	Stellwagen Bank
	60
	15 min
	15 
	13.5 (15)

	Total
	106
	15 min/survey
	27
	25


13. Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record- keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in Question
12 above).
There will be no cost to respondents beyond burden hours.

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.
	Budget Categories
	ONMS

	Personnel
	$10,000

	Total
	$10,000


15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.
There are no program changes or adjustments.

16. For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and publication.
All reports will be peer reviewed per NOAA standards under the Information Quality Act and posted on the ONMS Socioeconomic Web site: 

http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/science/socioeconomic
A new page(s) will be set up on this website to provide the project report to the general public. All data and documentation will be put on CD-ROM and will be made available to the general public, subject to any masking of the data required to protect privacy.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.
Not applicable.

18. Explain each exception to the certification statement.
Not applicable.  

