Attachment D - Online Assessment Invitation

Subject: FEEDBACK REQUESTED: Partner Services

Dear Colleague:

HIV partner services (PS) is a core component of CDC-funded HIV prevention programs at local, state,
and territorial health departments. The Program Evaluation Branch in the Division of HIV/AIDS
Prevention at the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) is interested in understanding how HIV Partner
Services (PS) programs are organized within a health department and how HIV PS activities are
implemented by CDC-funded health departments. We will use this information to gain a better
understanding of the structure and functions of HIV PS programs across CDC-funded health
departments, identify gaps in services within PS programs, and provide enhanced PS technical assistance
to state, territorial, and local health department.

This assessment, which will take approximately 60 minutes to complete, will ask you about the current
structure of your HIV partner services program, its functions, and its implementation processes. Please
note that this is not an assessment of your organization’s performance. Your participation is voluntary,
and you can decline to respond to some or all questions in this assessment.

The assessment tool can be completed all at once or you can start it at one time and return to complete
it later. In order to preserve your privacy, we will not link the name of your health department to your
individual responses in our report of the findings. We would appreciate your feedback although
participation in the assessment is voluntary.

The assessment will be open from [START DATE] until [END DATE]. We look forward to hearing from you.

Assessment link: [LINK]

If you have any questions or concerns about this assessment, please feel free to contact Dr. Michele
Rorie at mrorie@cdc.gov.

Please also keep in mind the following definitions which will be used in the assessment:

Acute HIV infection: The phase of HIV-1 disease occurring immediately after transmission, during which
HIV-1 RNA or p24 antigen are detectable in serum or plasma, but anti-HIV-1 antibodies are not
detectable (i.e., HIV-1 antibody test result is negative or indeterminate).

Recent HIV infection: The phase of HIV-1 disease occurring up to six months after infection, during which
detectable anti-HIV-1 antibodies develop, characterized by a current positive test for HIV-1, with a
documented negative HIV test within the previous six months.

Established HIV infection of unknown duration: HIV-1 disease in which anti-HIV-1 antibodies are



mailto:mrorie@cdc.gov

detectable, but there is no evidence that infection occurred within the previous six months (e.g., there is
no documentation of a negative HIV test within the previous six months).

Previously reported infection: HIV infection that has previously been reported to the health
department’s HIV surveillance program and is subsequently reported again.

Thank you in advance for your input.

Program Evaluation Branch
Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention, CDC
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