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COLLECTION INSTRUMENTS:  Instructions
A.  Justification  
1.  Circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  
The information collection requirements are needed to implement the electrical engineering regulations in 46 CFR Parts 110 through 113.  These regulations contain the primary standards for electrical installations on all new U.S. Coast Guard certificated vessels except small passenger vessels.  The collection of information is also needed to demonstrate implementation of certain international requirements.  The authority for the requirements is 46 U.S.C. 3306 and 3703.  
This information collection supports the following strategic goals:

Department of Homeland Security
· Prevention
· Protection
Coast Guard

· Maritime Safety

· Maritime Stewardship
Prevention Policy & Response Policy Directorates (CG-5P & CG-5R)

· Safety:  Eliminate deaths, injuries, and property damage associated with commercial maritime operations.

· Human and Natural Environment:  Eliminate environmental damage associated with maritime transportation and operations on and around the nation’s waterways.

2.  Purposes of the information collection.  
The purpose of the information collection is to ensure compliance with electrical safety regulations.  Through the review of the plans prior to construction, the vessel owner or builder may be assured that the vessel, if built in accordance with the plans, will meet regulatory standards.

3.  Considerations of the use of improved information technology.  
Information may be submitted in writing or electronically via e-mail, to the CG Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMI) at the local Sector Office, or the CG Marine Safety Center (MSC).  Contact info for CG OCMIs can be found at— https://www.uscg.mil/Units/Organization/.  For information on submitting information to the CG MSC, go to— https://homeport.uscg.mil/msc > Contact Us > Mail Address, Telephone Contacts, and E-Commerce Info.  We estimate that 100% of the reporting requirements can be done electronically.  At this time, we estimate that approximately 93% of the responses are collected electronically.  
4.  Efforts to identify duplication.  
There is no State or local regulations relating to this issue.  No similar information collection is conducted by other federal agencies.  Similar information does not exist.

5.  Methods to minimize the burden to small entities if involved.  
This information collection does not have an impact on small businesses or other small entities.

6.  Consequences to the Federal program if collection were conducted less frequently.

The information cannot be collected any less frequently because the information is submitted only when the owner seeks Coast Guard approval of ship design or modification.

7.  Special collection circumstances.  
This information collection is conducted in manner consistent with the guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.5(d)(2).
8.  Consultation.  
A 60-day Notice was published in the Federal Register to obtain public comment on this collection (82 FR 51284; November 3, 2017).  Additionally, a 30-day Notice was published seeking public comment (83 FR 3006; January 22, 2018).  The 30-day Notice elicited one comment.  The comment is outside the scope of this Notice, as it involves suggestions to enhance border security.  This ICR is about electrical engineering plan review.  Accordingly, no changes have been made to the Collection.  
9.  Provide any payments or gifts to respondents.  
There is no offer of monetary or material value for this information collection.
10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents.

There are no assurances of confidentiality provided to the respondents for this information collection.  This information collection request is covered by the Marine Information for Safety and Law Enforcement (MISLE) Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA) and System of Records Notice (SORN).  Links to the MISLE PIA and SORN are provided below:

· https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/privacy_pia_uscg_misle.pdf   

· https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2009-06-25/html/E9-14906.htm   

11.  Additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature.

There are no questions of sensitive language.
12.  Estimates of annual and cost burdens to respondents.  
· The estimated annual number of respondents is 241.

· The estimated annual number of responses is 6,524.

· The estimated annual hour burden is 6,524 hours.

· The estimated annual cost burden is $717,640.

The burden to respondents is provided in Appendix A.  Plan submission is not an annual requirement; rather it must be supplied to the Coast Guard only upon ship construction or modification.  Plan development is not performed to meet information collection requirements, but instead to develop the plans necessary to build or modify the vessel.  The hour burden for this information collection is the time necessary to organize and submit plans and drawings to the Coast Guard, which we estimate to be one hour per submission (response).  
We expect that a technical specialist would be responsible to organize and submit these documents.  The position of technical specialist is analogous to a Lieutenant (O-3).  The wage rate used is in accordance with the current edition of COMDTINST 7310.1(series) for “Out-Government” personnel.  

13.  Estimates of annualized capital and start-up costs.  
There are no capital, start-up or maintenance costs associated with this information collection.
14.  Estimates of annual Federal Government costs.

The estimated annual Federal Government cost is $3,881,780 (see Appendix B).  It takes the Coast Guard an average of 7 hours to complete the review of each plan submission, a task typically performed by a GS-13.  The rates shown are in accordance with the current edition of COMDTINST 7310.1(series) for “In-Government” personnel.
15.  Explain the reasons for the change in burden.  
The change in burden is an ADJUSTMENT due to a change (i.e., decrease) in the estimated annual number of plans submitted to the MSC.  There is no proposed change to the reporting or recordkeeping requirements of this collection.  The reporting and recordkeeping requirements—and the methodology for calculating burden—remain unchanged.  
16.  Plans for tabulation, statistical analysis, and publication.  
This information collection will not be published for statistical purposes.

17.  Approval for not explaining the expiration date for OMB approval.  
The Coast Guard will display the expiration date for OMB approval of this information collection.
18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement.  
The Coast Guard does not request an exception to the certification of this information collection.
B.  Collection of Information Employing Statistical Methods  
This information collection does not employ statistical methods.
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