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§200.316

Awards, Contracts and Cooperative
Agreements.”

(d) The Federal government has the
right to:

(1) Obtain, reproduce, publish, or oth-
erwise use the data produced under a
Federal award; and

(2) Authorize others to receive, repro-
duce, publigsh, or otherwise use such
data for Federal purposes.

(e) Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA).

(1) In addition, in response to a Free-
dom of Information Act (FOIA) request
for research data relating to published
research findings produced under a
Federal award that were used by the
Federal government in developing an
agency action that has the force and
effect of law, the Federal awarding
agency must request, and the non-Fed-
eral entity must provide, within a rea-
sonable time, the research data so that
they can be made available to the pub-
lic through the procedures established
under the FOIA. If the Federal award-
ing agency obtains the research data
solely in response to a FOIA request,
the Federal awarding agency may
charge the requester a reasonable fee
equaling the full incremental cost of
obtaining the research data. This fee
should reflect costs incurred by the
Federal agency and the non-Federal en-
tity. This fee is in addition to any fees
the Federal awarding agency may as-
sess under the FOIA (¢ TU.S.C.
552(a)(4)(A)).

(2) Published research findings means
when:

(i) Research findings are published in
a peer-reviewed scientific or technical
journal; or

(i1) A Federal agency publicly and of-
ficially cites the research findings in
support of an agency action that has
the force and effect of law. ““Used by
the Federal government in developing
an agency action that has the force and
effect of law” is defined as when an
agency publicly and officially cites the
research findings in support of an agen-
cy action that has the force and effect
of law.

(3) Research data means the recorded
factual material commonly accepted in
the scientific community as necessary
to validate research findings, but not
any of the following: preliminary anal-
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vses, drafts of scientific papers, plans
for future research, peer reviews, or
communications with colleagues. This
“recorded” material excludes physical
objects (e.g., laboratory samples). Re-
search data also do not include:

(i) Trade secrets, commercial infor-
mation, materials necessary to be held
confidential by a researcher until they
are published, or similar information
which is protected under law; and

(i1) Personnel and medical informa-
tion and similar information the dis-
closure of which would constitute a
clearly unwarranted invasion of per-
sonal privacy, such as information that
could be used to identify a particular
person in a research study.

§200.316 Property trust relationship.

Real property, equipment, and intan-
gible property, that are acquired or im-
proved with a Federal award must be
held in trust by the non-Federal entity
as trustee for the beneficiaries of the
project or program under which the
property was acquired or improved.
The Federal awarding agency may re-
quire the non-Federal entity to record
liens or other appropriate notices of
record to indicate that personal or real
property has been acquired or improved
with a Federal award and that use and
disposition conditions apply to the
property.

PROCUREMENT STANDARDS

§200.317

When procuring property and serv-
ices under a Federal award, a state
must follow the same policies and pro-
cedures it uses for procurements from
its non-Federal funds. The state will
comply with §200.322 Procurement of
recovered materials and ensure that
every purchase order or other contract
includes any clauses required by sec-
tion §200.326 Contract provisions. All
other non-Federal entities, including
subrecipients of a state, will follow
§§200.318 General procurement stand-
ards through 200.326 Contract provi-
sions.

Procurements by states.
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§200.318 General procurement stand-
ards.

(a) The non-Federal entity must use
its own documented procurement pro-
cedures which reflect applicable State
and local laws and regulations, pro-
vided that the procurements conform
to applicable Federal law and the
standards identified in this section.

(b) Non-Federal entities must main-
tain oversight to ensure that contrac-
tors perform in accordance with the
terms, conditions, and specifications of
their contracts or purchase orders.

(c)(1) The non-Federal entity must
maintain written standards of conduct
covering conflicts of interest and gov-
erning the performance of its employ-
ees engaged in the selection, award and
administration of contracts. No em-
ployee, officer, or agent must partici-
pate in the selection, award, or admin-
istration of a contract supported by a
Federal award if he or she has a real or
apparent conflict of interest. Such a
conflict of interest would arise when
the employee, officer, or agent, any
member of his or her immediate fam-
ily, his or her partner, or an organiza-
tion which employs or is about to em-
ploy any of the parties indicated here-
in, has a financial or other interest in
or a tangible personal benefit from a
firm considered for a contract. The of-
ficers, employees, and agents of the
non-Federal entity must neither solicit
nor accept gratuities, favors, or any-
thing of monetary value from contrac-
tors or parties to subcontracts. How-
ever, non-Federal entities may set
standards for situations in which the
financial interest is not substantial or
the gift is an unsolicited item of nomi-
nal value. The standards of conduct
must provide for disciplinary actions
to be applied for violations of such
standards by officers, employees, or
agents of the non-Federal entity.

(2) If the non-Federal entity has a
parent, affiliate, or subsidiary organi-
zation that is not a state, local govern-
ment, or Indian tribe, the non-Federal
entity must also maintain written
standards of conduct covering organi-
zational conflicts of interest. Organiza-
tional conflicts of interest means that
because of relationships with a parent
company, affiliate, or subsidiary orga-
nization, the non-Federal entity is un-

§200.318

able or appears to be unable to be im-
partial in conducting a procurement
action involving a related organiza-
tion.

(d) The non-Federal entity’s proce-
dures must avoid acquisition of unnec-
essary or duplicative items. Consider-
ation should be given to consolidating
or breaking out procurements to ob-
tain a more economical purchase.
Where appropriate, an analysis will be
made of lease versus purchase alter-
natives, and any other appropriate
analysis to determine the most eco-
nomical approach.

(e) To foster greater economy and ef-
ficiency, and in accordance with efforts
to promote cost-effective use of shared
services across the Federal govern-
ment, the non-Federal entity is encour-
aged to enter into state and local inter-
governmental agreements or inter-en-
tity agreements where appropriate for
procurement or use of common or
shared goods and services.

(f) The non-Federal entity is encour-
aged to use Federal excess and surplus
property in lieu of purchasing new
equipment and property whenever such
use is feasible and reduces project
costs.

(2) The non-Federal entity is encour-
aged to use value engineering clauses
in contracts for construction projects
of sufficient size to offer reasonable op-
portunities for cost reductions. Value
engineering is a systematic and cre-
ative analysis of each contract item or
task to ensure that its essential func-
tion is provided at the overall lower
cost.

(h) The non-Federal entity must
award contracts only to responsible
contractors possessing the ability to
perform successfully under the terms
and conditions of a proposed procure-
ment. Consideration will be given to
such matters as contractor integrity,
compliance with public policy, record
of past performance, and financial and
technical resources.

(i) The non-Federal entity must
maintain records sufficient to detail
the history of procurement. These
records will include, but are not nec-
essarily limited to the following: ra-
tionale for the method of procurement,
selection of contract type, contractor
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selection or rejection, and the basis for
the contract price.

(3)(1) The non-Federal entity may use
time and material type contracts only
after a determination that no other
contract is suitable and if the contract
includes a ceiling price that the con-
tractor exceeds at its own risk. Time
and material type contract means a
contract whose cost to a non-Federal
entity is the sum of:

(i) The actual cost of materials; and

(i1) Direct labor hours charged at
fixed hourly rates that reflect wages,
general and administrative expenses,
and profit.

(2) Since this formula generates an
open-ended contract price, a time-and-
materials contract provides no positive
profit incentive to the contractor for
cost control or labor efficiency. There-
fore, each contract must set a ceiling
price that the contractor exceeds at its
own risk. Further, the non-Federal en-
tity awarding such a contract must as-
sert a high degree of oversight in order
to obtain reasonable assurance that
the contractor is using efficient meth-
ods and effective cost controls.

(k) The non-Federal entity alone
must be responsible, in accordance
with good administrative practice and
sound business judgment, for the set-
tlement of all contractual and adminis-
trative issues arising out of procure-
ments. These issues include, but are
not limited to, source evaluation, pro-
tests, disputes, and claims. These
standards do not relieve the non-Fed-
eral entity of any contractual respon-
sibilities under its contracts. The Fed-
eral awarding agency will not sub-
stitute its judgment for that of the
non-Federal entity unless the matter is
primarily a Federal concern. Viola-
tions of law will be referred to the
local, state, or Federal authority hav-
ing proper jurisdiction.

§200.319 Competition.

(a) All procurement transactions
must be conducted in a manner pro-
viding full and open competition con-
sistent with the standards of this sec-
tion. In order to ensure objective con-
tractor performance and eliminate un-
fair competitive advantage, contrac-
tors that develop or draft specifica-
tions, requirements, statements of
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work, and invitations for bids or re-
quests for proposals must be excluded
from competing for such procurements.
Some of the situations considered to be
restrictive of competition include but
are not limited to:

(1) Placing unreasonable require-
ments on firms in order for them to
qualify to do business;

(2) Requiring unnecessary experience
and excessive bonding;

(3) Noncompetitive pricing practices
between firms or between affiliated
companies;

(4) Noncompetitive contracts to con-
sultants that are on retainer contracts;

(6) Organizational conflicts of inter-
est;

(6) Specifying only a ‘‘brand name’
product instead of allowing ‘“‘an equal”
product to be offered and describing
the performance or other relevant re-
quirements of the procurement; and

(7) Any arbitrary action in the pro-
curement process.

(b) The non-Federal entity must con-
duct procurements in a manner that
prohibits the use of statutorily or ad-
ministratively imposed state or local
geographical preferences in the evalua-
tion of bids or proposals, except in
those cases where applicable Federal
statutes expressly mandate or encour-
age geographic preference. Nothing in
this section preempts state licensing
laws. When contracting for architec-
tural and engineering (A/E) services,
geographic location may be a selection
criterion provided its application
leaves an appropriate number of quali-
fied firms, given the nature and size of
the project, to compete for the con-
tract.

(c) The non-Federal entity must have
written procedures for procurement
transactions. These procedures must
ensure that all solicitations:

(1) Incorporate a clear and accurate
description of the technical require-
ments for the material, product, or
service to be procured. Such descrip-
tion must not, in competitive procure-
ments, contain features which unduly
restrict competition. The description
may include a statement of the quali-
tative nature of the material, product
or service to be procured and, when
necessary, must set forth those min-
imum essential characteristics and
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standards to which it must conform if
it is to satisfy its intended use. De-
tailed product specifications should be
avoided if at all possible. When it is
impractical or uneconomical to make a
clear and accurate description of the
technical requirements, a “brand name
or equivalent” description may be used
as a means to define the performance
or other salient requirements of pro-
curement. The specific features of the
named brand which must be met by of-
fers must be clearly stated; and

(2) Identify all requirements which
the offerors must fulfill and all other
factors to be used in evaluating bids or
proposals.

(d) The non-Federal entity must en-
sure that all prequalified lists of per-
sons, firms, or products which are used
in acquiring goods and services are cur-
rent and include enough qualified
sources to ensure maximum open and
free competition. Also, the non-Federal
entity must not preclude potential bid-
ders from qualifying during the solici-
tation period.

§200.320 Methods of procurement to
be followed.

The non-Federal entity must use one
of the following methods of procure-
ment.

(a) Procurement by micro-purchases.
Procurement by micro-purchase is the
acquisition of supplies or services, the
aggregate dollar amount of which does
not exceed $3,000 (or $2,000 in the case
of acquisitions for construction subject
to the Davis-Bacon Act). To the extent
practicable, the non-Federal entity
must distribute micro-purchases equi-
tably among qualified suppliers. Micro-
purchases may be awarded without so-
liciting competitive quotations if the
non-Federal entity considers the price
to be reasonable.

(b) Procurement by small purchase
procedures. Small purchase procedures
are those relatively simple and infor-
mal procurement methods for securing
services, supplies, or other property
that do not cost more than the Sim-
plified Acquisition Threshold. If small
purchase procedures are used, price or
rate quotations must be obtained from
an adequate number of qualified
sources.

§200.320

(c) Procurement by sealed bids (for-
mal advertising). Bids are publicly so-
licited and a firm fixed price contract
(lump sum or unit price) is awarded to
the responsible bidder whose bid, con-
forming with all the material terms
and conditions of the invitation for
bids, is the lowest in price. The sealed
bid method is the preferred method for
procuring construction, if the condi-
tions in paragraph (c)(1) of this section

apply.
(1) In order for sealed bidding to be
feasible, the following conditions

should be present:

(i) A complete, adequate, and real-
istic specification or purchase descrip-
tion is available;

(i1) Two or more responsible bidders
are willing and able to compete effec-
tively for the business; and

(ii1) The procurement lends itself to a
firm fixed price contract and the selec-
tion of the successful bidder can be
made principally on the basis of price.

(2) If sealed bids are used, the fol-
lowing requirements apply:

(i) The invitation for bids will be pub-
licly advertised and bids must be solic-
ited from an adequate number of
known suppliers, providing them suffi-
cient response time prior to the date
set for opening the bids;

(i) The invitation for bids, which
will include any specifications and per-
tinent attachments, must define the
items or services in order for the bidder
to properly respond;

(ii1) All bids will be publicly opened
at the time and place prescribed in the
invitation for bids;

(iv) A firm fixed price contract award
will be made in writing to the lowest
responsive and responsible bidder.
Where specified in bidding documents,
factors such as discounts, transpor-
tation cost, and life cycle costs must
be considered in determining which bid
is lowest. Payment discounts will only
be used to determine the low bid when
prior experience indicates that such
discounts are usually taken advantage
of; and

(v) Any or all bids may be rejected if
there is a sound documented reason.

(d) Procurement by competitive pro-
posals. The technique of competitive
proposals is normally conducted with
more than one source submitting an
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offer, and either a fixed price or cost-
reimbursement type contract is award-
ed. Tt is generally used when conditions
are not appropriate for the use of
sealed bids. If this method is used, the
following requirements apply:

(1) Requests for proposals must be
publicized and identify all evaluation
factors and their relative importance.
Any response to publicized requests for
proposals must be considered to the
maximum extent practical;

(2) Proposals must be solicited from
an adequate number of qualified
sources;

(3) The non-Federal entity must have
a written method for conducting tech-
nical evaluations of the proposals re-
ceived and for selecting recipients;

(4) Contracts must be awarded to the
responsible firm whose proposal is
most advantageous to the program,
with price and other factors consid-
ered; and

(6) The non-Federal entity may use
competitive proposal procedures for
qualifications-based procurement of ar-
chitectural/engineering (A/E) profes-
sional services whereby competitors’
qualifications are evaluated and the
most qualified competitor is selected,
subject to negotiation of fair and rea-
sonable compensation. The method,
where price is not used as a selection
factor, can only be used in procure-
ment of A/E professional services. It
cannot be used to purchase other types
of services though A/E firms are a po-
tential source to perform the proposed
effort.

(e) [Reserved]

(f) Procurement by noncompetitive
proposals. Procurement by non-
competitive proposals is procurement
through solicitation of a proposal from
only one source and may be used only
when one or more of the following cir-
cumstances apply:

(1) The item is available only from a
single source;

(2) The public exigency or emergency
for the requirement will not permit a
delay resulting from competitive solic-
itation;

(3) The Federal awarding agency or
pass-through entity expressly author-
izes noncompetitive proposals in re-
sponse to a written request from the
non-Federal entity; or
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(4) After solicitation of a number of
sources, competition is determined in-
adequate.

§200.321 Contracting with small and
minority businesses, women’s busi-
ness enterprises, and labor surplus
area firms.

(a) The non-Federal entity must take
all necessary affirmative steps to as-
sure that minority businesses, women’s
business enterprises, and labor surplus
area firms are used when possible.

(b) Affirmative steps must include:

(1) Placing qualified small and mi-
nority businesses and women’s business
enterprises on solicitation lists;

(2) Assuring that small and minority
businesses, and women’s business en-
terprises are solicited whenever they
are potential sources;

(3) Dividing total requirements, when
economically feasible, into smaller
tasks or quantities to permit max-
imum participation by small and mi-
nority businesses, and women’s busi-
ness enterprises;

(4) Establishing delivery schedules,
where the requirement permits, which
encourage participation by small and
minority businesses, and women’s busi-
ness enterprises;

(6) Using the services and assistance,
as appropriate, of such organizations as
the Small Business Administration and
the Minority Business Development
Agency of the Department of Com-
merce; and

(6) Requiring the prime contractor, if
subcontracts are to be let, to take the
affirmative steps listed in paragraphs
(1) through (5) of this section.

§200.322 Procurement
materials.

A non-Federal entity that is a state
agency or agency of a political subdivi-
sion of a state and its contractors must
comply with section 6002 of the Solid
Waste Disposal Act, as amended by the
Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act. The requirements of Section 6002
include procuring only items des-
ignated in guidelines of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) at 40
CFR part 247 that contain the highest
percentage of recovered materials prac-
ticable, consistent with maintaining a
satisfactory 1level of competition,

of recovered
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where the purchase price of the item
exceeds $10,000 or the value of the
quantity acquired by the preceding fis-
cal year exceeded $10,000; procuring
solid waste management services in a
manner that maximizes energy and re-
source recovery; and establishing an af-
firmative procurement program for
procurement of recovered materials
identified in the EPA guidelines.

§200.323 Contract cost and price.

(a) The non-Federal entity must per-
form a cost or price analysis in connec-
tion with every procurement action in
excess of the Simplified Acquisition
Threshold including contract modifica-
tions. The method and degree of anal-
ysis is dependent on the facts sur-
rounding the particular procurement
situation, but as a starting point, the
non-Federal entity must make inde-
pendent estimates before receiving bids
or proposals.

(b) The non-Federal entity must ne-
gotiate profit as a separate element of
the price for each contract in which
there is no price competition and in all
cases where cost analysis is performed.
To establish a fair and reasonable prof-
it, consideration must be given to the
complexity of the work to be per-
formed, the risk borne by the con-
tractor, the contractor’s investment,
the amount of subcontracting, the
quality of its record of past perform-
ance, and industry profit rates in the
surrounding geographical area for
similar work.

(c) Costs or prices based on estimated
costs for contracts under the Federal
award are allowable only to the extent
that costs incurred or cost estimates
included in negotiated prices would be
allowable for the non-Federal entity
under Subpart E—Cost Principles of
this part. The non-Federal entity may
reference its own cost principles that
comply with the Federal cost prin-
ciples.

(d) The cost plus a percentage of cost
and percentage of construction cost
methods of contracting must not be
used.

§200.324 Federal awarding agency or
pass-through entity review.

(a) The non-Federal entity must
make available, upon request of the

§200.324

Federal awarding agency or pass-
through entity, technical specifica-
tions on proposed procurements where
the Federal awarding agency or pass-
through entity believes such review is
needed to ensure that the item or serv-
ice specified is the one being proposed
for acquisition. This review generally
will take place prior to the time the
specification is incorporated into a so-
licitation document. However, if the
non-Federal entity desires to have the
review accomplished after a solicita-
tion has been developed, the Federal
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty may still review the specifications,
with such review usually limited to the
technical aspects of the proposed pur-
chase.

(b) The non-Federal entity must
make available upon request, for the
Federal awarding agency or pass-
through entity pre-procurement re-
view, procurement documents, such as
requests for proposals or invitations
for bids, or independent cost estimates,
when:

(1) The non-Federal entity’s procure-
ment procedures or operation fails to
comply with the procurement stand-
ards in this part;

(2) The procurement is expected to
exceed the Simplified Acquisition
Threshold and is to be awarded without
competition or only one bid or offer is
received in response to a solicitation;

(3) The procurement, which is ex-
pected to exceed the Simplified Acqui-
sition Threshold, specifies a ‘“brand
name’’ product;

(4) The proposed contract is more
than the Simplified Acquisition
Threshold and is to be awarded to
other than the apparent low bidder
under a sealed bid procurement; or

(6) A proposed contract modification
changes the scope of a contract or in-
creases the contract amount by more
than the Simplified Acquisition
Threshold.

(c) The non-Federal entity is exempt
from the pre-procurement review in
paragraph (b) of this section if the Fed-
eral awarding agency or pass-through
entity determines that its procurement
systems comply with the standards of
this part.

(1) The non-Federal entity may re-
quest that its procurement system be
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reviewed by the Federal awarding
agency or pass-through entity to deter-
mine whether its system meets these
standards in order for its system to be
certified. Generally, these reviews
must occur where there is continuous
high-dollar funding, and third party
contracts are awarded on a regular
basis;

(2) The non-Federal entity may self-
certify its procurement system. Such
self-certification must not limit the
Federal awarding agency’s right to sur-
vey the system. Under a self-certifi-
cation procedure, the Federal awarding
agency may rely on written assurances
from the non-Federal entity that it is
complying with these standards. The
non-Federal entity must cite specific
policies, procedures, regulations, or
standards as being in compliance with
these requirements and have its system
available for review.

§200.325 Bonding requirements.

For construction or facility improve-
ment contracts or subcontracts exceed-
ing the Simplified Acquisition Thresh-
old, the Federal awarding agency or
pass-through entity may accept the
bonding policy and requirements of the
non-Federal entity provided that the
Federal awarding agency or pass-
through entity has made a determina-
tion that the Federal interest is ade-
quately protected. If such a determina-
tion has not been made, the minimum
requirements must be as follows:

(a) A bid guarantee from each bidder
equivalent to five percent of the bid
price. The ‘“bid guarantee” must con-
sist of a firm commitment such as a
bid bond, certified check, or other ne-
gotiable instrument accompanying a
bid as assurance that the bidder will,
upon acceptance of the bid, execute
such contractual documents as may be
required within the time specified.

(b) A performance bond on the part of
the contractor for 100 percent of the
contract price. A “performance bond”
is one executed in connection with a
contract to secure fulfillment of all the
contractor’s obligations under such
contract.

(c) A payment bond on the part of the
contractor for 100 percent of the con-
tract price. A ‘“‘payment bond” is one
executed in connection with a contract
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to assure payment as required by law
of all persons supplying labor and ma-
terial in the execution of the work pro-
vided for in the contract.

§200.326 Contract provisions.

The non-Federal entity’s contracts
must contain the applicable provisions
described in Appendix II to Part 200—
Contract Provisions for non-Federal
Entity  Contracts Under Federal
Awards.

PERFORMANCE AND FINANCIAL
MONITORING AND REPORTING

§200.327 Financial reporting.

Unless otherwise approved by OMB,
the Federal awarding agency may so-
licit only the standard, OMB-approved
governmentwide data elements for col-
lection of financial information (at
time of publication the Federal Finan-
cial Report or such future collections
as may be approved by OMB and listed
on the OMB Web site). This informa-
tion must be collected with the fre-
quency required by the terms and con-
ditions of the Federal award, but no
less frequently than annually nor more
frequently than quarterly except in un-
usual circumstances, for example
where more frequent reporting is nec-
essary for the effective monitoring of
the Federal award or could signifi-
cantly affect program outcomes, and
preferably in coordination with per-
formance reporting.

200.328 Monitoring and reporting pro-
gram performance.

(a) Monitoring by the non-Federal enti-
. The non-Federal entity is respon-
sible for oversight of the operations of
the Federal award supported activities.
The non-Federal entity must monitor
its activities under Federal awards to
assure compliance with applicable Fed-
eral requirements and performance ex-
pectations are being achieved. Moni-
toring by the non-Federal entity must
cover each program, function or activ-
ity. See also §200.331 Requirements for
pass-through entities.

(b) Non-construction performance re-
ports. The Federal awarding agency
must use standard, OMB-approved data
elements for collection of performance
information (including performance
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progress reports, Research Perform-
ance Progress Report, or such future
collections as may be approved by OMB
and listed on the OMB Web site).

(1) The non-Federal entity must sub-
mit performance reports at the inter-
val required by the Federal awarding
agency or pass-through entity to best
inform improvements in program out-
comes and productivity. Intervals must
be no less frequent than annually nor
more frequent than quarterly except in
unusual circumstances, for example
where more frequent reporting is nec-
essary for the effective monitoring of
the Federal award or could signifi-
cantly affect program outcomes. An-
nual reports must be due 90 calendar
days after the reporting period; quar-
terly or semiannual reports must be
due 30 calendar days after the report-
ing period. Alternatively, the Federal
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty may require annual reports before
the anniversary dates of multiple year
Federal awards. The final performance
report will be due 90 calendar days
after the period of performance end
date. If a justified request is submitted
by a non-Federal entity, the Federal
agency may extend the due date for
any performance report.

(2) The non-Federal entity must sub-
mit performance reports using OMB-
approved governmentwide standard in-
formation collections when providing
performance information. As appro-
priate in accordance with above men-
tioned information collections, these
reports will contain, for each Federal
award, brief information on the fol-
lowing unless other collections are ap-
proved by OMB:

(i) A comparison of actual accom-
plishments to the objectives of the
Federal award established for the pe-
riod. Where the accomplishments of
the Federal award can be quantified, a
computation of the cost (for example,
related to units of accomplishment)
may be required if that information
will be wuseful. Where performance
trend data and analysis would be in-
formative to the Federal awarding
agency program, the Federal awarding
agency should include this as a per-
formance reporting requirement.

(i1) The reasons why established
goals were not met, if appropriate.

§200.329

(ii1) Additional pertinent information
including, when appropriate, analysis
and explanation of cost overruns or
high unit costs.

(c) Construction performance reports.
For the most part, onsite technical in-
spections and certified percentage of
completion data are relied on heavily
by Federal awarding agencies and pass-
through entities to monitor progress
under Federal awards and subawards
for construction. The Federal awarding
agency may require additional per-
formance reports only when considered
necessary.

(d) Significant developments. Events
may occur between the scheduled per-
formance reporting dates that have sig-
nificant impact upon the supported ac-
tivity. In such cases, the non-Federal
entity must inform the Federal award-
ing agency or pass-through entity as
soon as the following types of condi-
tions become known:

(1) Problems, delays, or adverse con-
ditions which will materially impair
the ability to meet the objective of the
Federal award. This disclosure must in-
clude a statement of the action taken,
or contemplated, and any assistance
needed to resolve the situation.

(2) Favorable developments which en-
able meeting time schedules and objec-
tives sooner or at less cost than antici-
pated or producing more or different
beneficial results than originally
planned.

(e) The Federal awarding agency may
make site visits as warranted by pro-
gram needs.

(f) The Federal awarding agency may
waive any performance report required
by this part if not needed.

§200.329 Reporting on real property.

The Federal awarding agency or pass-
through entity must require a non-Fed-
eral entity to submit reports at least
annually on the status of real property
in which the Federal government re-
tains an interest, unless the Federal in-
terest in the real property extends 15
yvears or longer. In those instances
where the Federal interest attached is
for a period of 15 years or more, the
Federal awarding agency or pass-
through entity, at its option, may re-
quire the non-Federal entity to report
at various multi-year frequencies (e.g.,
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every two years or every three years,
not to exceed a five-year reporting pe-
riod; or a Federal awarding agency or
pass-through entity may require an-
nual reporting for the first three years
of a Federal award and thereafter re-
quire reporting every five years).

SUBRECIPIENT MONITORING AND
MANAGEMENT

§200.330 Subrecipient and contractor
determinations.

The non-Federal entity may concur-
rently receive Federal awards as a re-
cipient, a subrecipient, and a con-
tractor, depending on the substance of
its agreements with Federal awarding
agencies and pass-through entities.
Therefore, a pass-through entity must
make case-by-case determinations
whether each agreement it makes for
the disbursement of Federal program
funds casts the party receiving the
funds in the role of a subrecipient or a
contractor. The Federal awarding
agency may supply and require recipi-
ents to comply with additional guid-
ance to support these determinations
provided such guidance does not con-
flict with this section.

(a) Subrecipients. A subaward is for
the purpose of carrying out a portion of
a Federal award and creates a Federal
assistance relationship with the sub-
recipient. See §200.92 Subaward. Char-
acteristics which support the classi-
fication of the non-Federal entity as a
subrecipient include when the non-Fed-
eral entity:

(1) Determines who is eligible to re-
ceive what Federal assistance;

(2) Has its performance measured in
relation to whether objectives of a Fed-
eral program were met;

(3) Has responsibility
grammatic decision making;

(4) Is responsible for adherence to ap-
plicable Federal program requirements
specified in the Federal award; and

(6) In accordance with its agreement,
uses the Federal funds to carry out a
program for a public purpose specified
in authorizing statute, as opposed to
providing goods or services for the ben-
efit of the pass-through entity.

(b) Contractors. A contract is for the
purpose of obtaining goods and services
for the non-Federal entity’s own use

for pro-
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and creates a procurement relationship
with the contractor. See §200.22 Con-
tract. Characteristics indicative of a
procurement relationship between the
non-Federal entity and a contractor
are when the non-Federal entity re-
ceiving the Federal funds:

(1) Provides the goods and services
within normal business operations;

(2) Provides similar goods or services
to many different purchasers;

(3) Normally operates in a competi-
tive environment;

(4) Provides goods or services that
are ancillary to the operation of the
Federal program; and

(6) Is not subject to compliance re-
quirements of the Federal program as a
result of the agreement, though similar
requirements may apply for other rea-
sons.

(c) Use of judgment in making deter-
mination. In determining whether an
agreement between a pass-through en-
tity and another non-Federal entity
casts the latter as a subrecipient or a
contractor, the substance of the rela-
tionship is more important than the
form of the agreement. All of the char-
acteristics listed above may not be
present in all cases, and the pass-
through entity must use judgment in
classifying each agreement as a
subaward or a procurement contract.

§200.331 Requirements
through entities.

All pass-through entities must:

(a) Ensure that every subaward is
clearly identified to the subrecipient as
a subaward and includes the following
information at the time of the
subaward and if any of these data ele-
ments change, include the changes in
subsequent subaward modification.
When some of this information is not
available, the pass-through entity
must provide the best information
available to describe the Federal award
and subaward. Required information
includes:

(1) Federal Award Identification.

(i) Subrecipient name (which must
match registered name in DUNS);

(i1) Subrecipient’s DUNS number (see
§200.32 Data Universal Numbering Sys-
tem (DUNS) number),

(ii1) Federal Award Identification
Number (FAIN);

for pass-
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(3) Cost and funding adjustments. Cost
adjustments must be made by the cog-
nizant agency for indirect costs if an
IHE fails to comply with the cost poli-
cies in this part or fails to consistently
follow its established or disclosed cost
accounting practices when estimating,
accumulating or reporting the costs of
Federal awards, and the aggregate cost
impact on Federal awards is material.
The cost adjustment must normally be
made on an aggregate basis for all af-
fected Federal awards through an ad-
justment of the THE’s future F&A costs
rates or other means considered appro-
priate by the cognizant agency for indi-
rect costs. Under the terms of CAS cov-
ered contracts, adjustments in the
amount of funding provided may also
be required when the estimated pro-
posal costs were not determined in ac-
cordance with established cost ac-
counting practices.

4) Overpayments. Excess amounts
paid in the aggregate by the Federal
government under Federal awards due
to a noncompliant cost accounting
practice used to estimate, accumulate,
or report costs must be credited or re-
funded, as deemed appropriate by the
cognizant agency for indirect costs. In-
terest applicable to the excess amounts
paid in the aggregate during the period
of noncompliance must also be deter-
mined and collected in accordance with
applicable Federal agency regulations.

(6) Compliant cost accounting practice
changes. Changes from one compliant
cost accounting practice to another
compliant practice that are approved
by the cognizant agency for indirect
costs may require cost adjustments if
the change has a material effect on
Federal awards and the changes are
deemed appropriate by the cognizant
agency for indirect costs.

(6) Responstbilities. The
agency for indirect cost must:

(i) Determine cost adjustments for
all Federal awards in the aggregate on
behalf of the Federal Government. Ac-
tions of the cognizant agency for indi-
rect cost in making cost adjustment
determinations must be coordinated
with all affected Federal awarding
agencies to the extent necessary.

(i1) Prescribe guidelines and establish
internal procedures to promptly deter-
mine on behalf of the Federal Govern-

cognizant
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ment that a DS-2 adequately discloses
the IHE’s cost accounting practices
and that the disclosed practices are
compliant with applicable CAS and the
requirements of this part.

(ii1) Distribute to all affected Federal
awarding agencies any DS-2 determina-
tion of adequacy or noncompliance.

GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR SELECTED
ITEMS& OF COST

§200.420 Considerations for selected
items of cost.

This section provides principles to be
applied in establishing the allowability
of certain items involved in deter-
mining cost, in addition to the require-
ments of Subtitle II. Basic Consider-
ations of this subpart. These principles
apply whether or not a particular item
of cost is properly treated as direct
cost or indirect (F&A) cost. Failure to
mention a particular item of cost is
not intended to imply that it is either
allowable or unallowable; rather, deter-
mination as to allowability in each
case should be based on the treatment
provided for similar or related items of
cost, and based on the principles de-
scribed in §§200.402 Composition of
costs through 200.411 Adjustment of
previously negotiated indirect (F&A)
cost rates containing unallowable
costs. In case of a discrepancy between
the provisions of a specific Federal
award and the provisions below, the
Federal award governs. Criteria out-
lined in §200.403 Factors affecting al-
lowability of costs must be applied in
determining allowability. See also
§200.102 Exceptions.

§200.421 Advertising and public rela-
tions.

(a) The term advertising costs means
the costs of advertising media and cor-
ollary administrative costs. Adver-
tising media include magazines, news-
papers, radio and television, direct
mail, exhibits, electronic or computer
transmittals, and the like.

(b) The only allowable advertising
costs are those which are solely for:

(1) The recruitment of personnel re-
quired by the non-Federal entity for
performance of a Federal award (See
also §200.463 Recruiting costs);

140




image11.jpg
OMB Guidance

(2) The procurement of goods and
services for the performance of a Fed-
eral award;

(3) The disposal of scrap or surplus
materials acquired in the performance
of a Federal award except when non-
Federal entities are reimbursed for dis-
posal costs at a predetermined amount;
or

(4) Program outreach and other spe-
cific purposes necessary to meet the re-
quirements of the Federal award.

(c) The term ‘‘public relations” in-
cludes community relations and means
those activities dedicated to maintain-
ing the image of the non-Federal entity
or maintaining or promoting under-
standing and favorable relations with
the community or public at large or
any segment of the public.

(d) The only allowable public rela-
tions costs are:

(1) Costs specifically required by the
Federal award;

(2) Costs of communicating with the
public and press pertaining to specific
activities or accomplishments which
result from performance of the Federal
award (these costs are considered nec-
essary as part of the outreach effort for
the Federal award); or

(3) Costs of conducting general liai-
son with news media and government
public relations officers, to the extent
that such activities are limited to com-
munication and liaison necessary to
keep the public informed on matters of
public concern, such as notices of fund-
ing opportunities, financial matters,
etc.

(e) Unallowable advertising and pub-
lic relations costs include the fol-
lowing:

(1) All advertising and public rela-
tions costs other than as specified in
paragraphs (b) and (d) of this section;

(2) Costs of meetings, conventions,
convocations, or other events related
to other activities of the entity (see
also §200.432 Conferences), including:

(1) Costs of displays, demonstrations,
and exhibits;

(i1) Costs of meeting rooms, hospi-
tality suites, and other special facili-
ties used in conjunction with shows
and other special events; and

(i11) Salaries and wages of employees
engaged in setting up and displaying

§200.425

exhibits, making demonstrations, and
providing briefings;

(3) Costs of promotional items and
memorabilia, including models, gifts,
and souvenirs;

(4) Costs of advertising and public re-
lations designed solely to promote the
non-Federal entity.

§200.422 Advisory councils.

Costs incurred by advisory councils
or committees are unallowable unless
authorized by statute, the Federal
awarding agency or as an indirect cost
where allocable to Federal awards. See
§200.444 General costs of government,
applicable to states, local governments
and Indian tribes.

§200.423 Alcoholic beverages.

Costs of alcoholic beverages are unal-
lowable.

§200.424 Alumni/ae activities.

Costs incurred by IHEs for, or in sup-
port of, alumni/ae activities are unal-
lowable.

§200.425 Audit services.

(a) A reasonably proportionate share
of the costs of audits required by, and
performed in accordance with, the Sin-
gle Audit Act Amendments of 1996 (31
U.8.C. 7501-7507), as implemented by re-
quirements of this part, are allowable.
However, the following audit costs are
unallowable:

(1) Any costs when audits required by
the Single Audit Act and Subpart F—
Audit Requirements of this part have
not been conducted or have been con-
ducted but not in accordance there-
with; and

(2) Any costs of auditing a non-Fed-
eral entity that is exempted from hav-
ing an audit conducted under the Sin-
gle Audit Act and Subpart F—Audit
Requirements of this part because its
expenditures under Federal awards are
less than $750,000 during the non-Fed-
eral entity’s fiscal year.

(b) The costs of a financial statement
audit of a non-Federal entity that does
not currently have a Federal award
may be included in the indirect cost
pool for a cost allocation plan or indi-
rect cost proposal.

(c) Pass-through entities may charge
Federal awards for the cost of agreed-
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5701-11, (““Travel and Subsistence Ex-
penses; Mileage Allowances’), or by
the Administrator of General Services,
or by the President (or his or her des-
ignee) pursuant to any provisions of
such subchapter must apply to travel
under Federal awards (48 CFR 31.205-
46(a)).

(d) Commercial air travel. (1) Airfare
costs in excess of the basic least expen-
sive  unrestricted accommodations
class offered by commercial airlines
are unallowable except when such ac-
commodations would:

(1) Require circuitous routing;

(ii) Require travel during unreason-
able hours;

(iii) Excessively prolong travel;

(iv) Result in additional costs that
would offset the transportation sav-
ings; or

(v) Offer accommodations not reason-
ably adequate for the traveler’s med-
ical needs. The non-Federal entity
must justify and document these condi-
tions on a case-by-case basis in order
for the use of first-class or business-
class airfare to be allowable in such
cases.

(2) Unless a pattern of avoidance is
detected, the Federal government will
generally not question a non-Federal
entity’s determinations that cus-
tomary standard airfare or other dis-
count airfare is unavailable for specific
trips if the non-Federal entity can
demonstrate that such airfare was not
available in the specific case.

(e) Air travel by other than commercial
carrier. Costs of travel by non-Federal
entity-owned, -leased, or -chartered
aircraft include the cost of lease, char-
ter, operation (including personnel
costs), maintenance, depreciation, in-
surance, and other related costs. The
portion of such costs that exceeds the
cost of airfare as provided for in para-
graph (d) of this section, is unallow-
able.

§200.475 Trustees.

Travel and subsistence costs of trust-
ees (or directors) at IHEs and nonprofit
organizations are allowable. See also
§200.474 Travel costs.

§200.501
Subpart F—Audit Requirements

GENERAL

§200.500 Purpose.

This part sets forth standards for ob-
taining consistency and uniformity
among Federal agencies for the audit
of non-Federal entities expending Fed-
eral awards.

AUDITS

§200.501 Audit requirements.

(a) Audit required. A non-Federal enti-
ty that expends $750,000 or more during
the non-Federal entity’s fiscal year in
Federal awards must have a single or
program-specific audit conducted for
that year in accordance with the provi-
sions of this part.

(b) Single audit. A non-Federal entity
that expends $750,000 or more during
the non-Federal entity’s fiscal year in
Federal awards must have a single
audit conducted in accordance with
§200.514 Scope of audit except when it
elects to have a program-specific audit
conducted in accordance with para-
graph (c) of this section.

(c) Program-specific aoudit election.
When an auditee expends Federal
awards under only one Federal pro-
gram (excluding R&D) and the Federal
program’s statutes, regulations, or the
terms and conditions of the Federal
award do not require a financial state-
ment audit of the auditee, the auditee
may elect to have a program-specific
audit conducted in accordance with
§200.507 Program-specific audits. A pro-
gram-specific audit may not be elected
for R&D wunless all of the Federal
awards expended were received from
the same Federal agency, or the same
Federal agency and the same pass-
through entity, and that Federal agen-
¢y, or pass-through entity in the case
of a subrecipient, approves in advance
a program-specific audit.

(d) Exemption when Federal awards ex-
pended are less than $750,000. A non-Fed-
eral entity that expends less than
$750,000 during the non-Federal entity’s
fiscal year in Federal awards is exempt
from Federal audit requirements for
that year, except as noted in §200.503
Relation to other audit requirements,
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but records must be available for re-
view or audit by appropriate officials
of the Federal agency, pass-through en-
tity, and Government Accountability
Office (GAQ).

(e) Federally Funded Research and De-
velopment Centers (FFRDC). Manage-
ment of an auditee that owns or oper-
ates a FFRDC may elect to treat the
FFRDC as a separate entity for pur-
poses of this part.

(f) Subrecipients and Contractors. An
auditee may simultaneously be a re-
cipient, a subrecipient, and a con-
tractor. Federal awards expended as a
recipient or a subrecipient are subject
to audit under this part. The payments
received for goods or services provided
as a contractor are not Federal awards.
Section §200.330 Subrecipient and con-
tractor determinations should be con-
sidered in determining whether pay-
ments constitute a Federal award or a
payment for goods or services provided
as a contractor.

(g) Compliance responsibility for con-
tractors. In most cases, the auditee’s
compliance responsibility for contrac-
tors is only to ensure that the procure-
ment, receipt, and payment for goods
and services comply with Federal stat-
utes, regulations, and the terms and
conditions of Federal awards. Federal
award compliance requirements nor-
mally do not pass through to contrac-
tors. However, the auditee is respon-
sible for ensuring compliance for pro-
curement transactions which are struc-
tured such that the contractor is re-
sponsible for program compliance or
the contractor’s records must be re-
viewed to determine program compli-
ance. Also, when these procurement
transactions relate to a major pro-
gram, the scope of the audit must in-
clude determining whether these trans-
actions are in compliance with Federal
statutes, regulations, and the terms
and conditions of Federal awards.

(h) For-profit subrecipient. Since this
part does not apply to for-profit sub-
recipients, the pass-through entity is
responsible for establishing require-
ments, as necessary, to ensure compli-
ance by for-profit subrecipients. The
agreement with the for-profit sub-
recipient should describe applicable
compliance requirements and the for-
profit subrecipient’s compliance re-
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sponsibility. Methods to ensure compli-
ance for Federal awards made to for-
profit subrecipients may include pre-
award audits, monitoring during the
agreement, and post-award audits. See
also §200.331 Requirements for pass-
through entities.

§200.502 Basis for determining Fed-
eral awards expended.

(a) Determining Federal cwards ezx-
pended. The determination of when a
Federal award is expended should be
based on when the activity related to
the Federal award occurs. Generally,
the activity pertains to events that re-
quire the non-Federal entity to comply
with Federal statutes, regulations, and
the terms and conditions of Federal
awards, such as: expenditure/expense
transactions associated with awards in-
cluding grants, cost-reimbursement
contracts under the FAR, compacts
with Indian Tribes, cooperative agree-
ments, and direct appropriations; the
disbursement of funds to subrecipients;
the use of loan proceeds under loan and
loan guarantee programs; the receipt of
property; the receipt of surplus prop-
erty; the receipt or use of program in-
come; the distribution or use of food
commodities; the disbursement of
amounts entitling the non-Federal en-
tity to an interest subsidy; and the pe-
riod when insurance is in force.

(b) Loan and loan gucarantees (loans).
Since the Federal government is at
risk for loans until the debt is repaid,
the following guidelines must be used
to calculate the value of Federal
awards expended under loan programs,
except as noted in paragraphs (c) and
(d) of this section:

(1) Value of new loans made or re-
ceived during the audit period; plus

(2) Beginning of the audit period bal-
ance of loans from previous years for
which the Federal government imposes
continuing compliance requirements;
plus

(3) Any interest subsidy, cash, or ad-
ministrative cost allowance received.

(c) Loan and loan guarantees (loans) at
IHEs. When loans are made to students
of an THE but the ITHE does not make
the loans, then only the value of loans
made during the audit period must be
considered Federal awards expended in
that audit period. The balance of loans
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(1) 200.500 Purpose through 200.503 Re-
lation to other audit requirements,
paragraph (d);

(2) 200.504 Frequency
through 200.506 Audit costs;

(3) 200.508 Auditee responsibilities
through 200.509 Auditor selection;

(4) 200.511 Audit findings follow-up;

(6) 200.5612 Report submission, para-
graphs (e) through (h);

(6) 200.513 Responsibilities;

(7) 200.516 Audit findings through
200.517 Audit documentation;

(8) 200.521 Management decision, and

(9) Other referenced provisions of this
part unless contrary to the provisions
of this section, a program-specific
audit guide, or program statutes and
regulations.

of audits

AUDITEES

§200.508 Auditee responsibilities.

The auditee must:

(a) Procure or otherwise arrange for
the audit required by this part in ac-
cordance with §200.509 Auditor selec-
tion, and ensure it is properly per-
formed and submitted when due in ac-
cordance with §200.5612 Report submis-
sion.

(b) Prepare appropriate financial
statements, including the schedule of
expenditures of Federal awards in ac-
cordance with §200.510 Financial state-
ments.

(c) Promptly follow up and take cor-
rective action on audit findings, in-
cluding preparation of a summary
schedule of prior audit findings and a
corrective action plan in accordance
with §200.511 Audit findings follow-up,
paragraph (b) and §200.511 Audit find-
ings follow-up, paragraph (c), respec-

tively.
(d) Provide the auditor with access to
personnel, accounts, books, records,

supporting documentation, and other
information as needed for the auditor
to perform the audit required by this
part.

§200.509 Auditor selection.

(a) Auditor procurement. In procuring
audit services, the auditee must follow
the procurement standards prescribed
by the Procurement Standards in
§§200.317 Procurement by states
through 20.326 Contract provisions of
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Subpart D- Post Federal Award Re-
quirements of this part or the FAR (48
CFR part 42), as applicable. When pro-
curing audit services, the objective is
to obtain high-quality audits. In re-
questing proposals for audit services,
the objectives and scope of the audit
must be made clear and the non-Fed-
eral entity must request a copy of the
audit organization’s peer review report
which the auditor is required to pro-
vide under GAGAS. Factors to be con-
sidered in evaluating each proposal for
audit services include the responsive-
ness to the request for proposal, rel-
evant experience, availability of staff
with professional qualifications and
technical abilities, the results of peer
and external quality control reviews,
and price. Whenever possible, the
auditee must make positive efforts to
utilize small businesses, minority-
owned firms, and women’s business en-
terprises, in procuring audit services as
stated in §200.321 Contracting with
small and minority businesses, wom-
en’s business enterprises, and labor
surplus area firms, or the FAR (48 CFR
part 42), as applicable.

(b) Restriction on aquditor preparing in-
direct cost proposels. An auditor who
prepares the indirect cost proposal or
cost allocation plan may not also be se-
lected to perform the audit required by
this part when the indirect costs recov-
ered by the auditee during the prior
vear exceeded $1 million. This restric-
tion applies to the base year used in
the preparation of the indirect cost
proposal or cost allocation plan and
any subsequent years in which the re-
sulting indirect cost agreement or cost
allocation plan is used to recover costs.

(c) Use of Federal cuditors. Federal
auditors may perform all or part of the
work required under this part if they
comply fully with the requirements of
this part.

§200.510 Financial statements.

(a) Financial statements. The auditee
must prepare financial statements that
reflect its financial position, results of
operations or changes in net assets,
and, where appropriate, cash flows for
the fiscal year audited. The financial
statements must be for the same orga-
nizational unit and fiscal year that is
chosen to meet the requirements of
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(e) None of the Federal programs had
audit findings from any of the fol-
lowing in either of the preceding two
audit periods in which they were classi-
fied as Type A programs:

(1) Internal control deficiencies that
were identified as material weaknesses
in the auditor’s report on internal con-
trol for major programs as required
under §200.515 Audit reporting, para-
graph (c);

(2) A modified opinion on a major
program 1in the auditor’s report on
major programs as required under
§200.515 Audit reporting, paragraph (c);
or

(3) Known or likely questioned costs
that exceeded five percent of the total
Federal awards expended for a Type A
program during the audit period.

MANAGEMENT DECISIONS

§200.521 Management decision.

(a) Gemeral. The management deci-
sion must clearly state whether or not
the audit finding is sustained, the rea-
sons for the decision, and the expected
auditee action to repay disallowed
costs, make financial adjustments, or
take other action. If the auditee has
not completed corrective action, a
timetable for follow-up should be
given. Prior to issuing the manage-
ment decision, the Federal agency or
pass-through entity may request addi-
tional information or documentation
from the auditee, including a request
for auditor assurance related to the
documentation, as a way of mitigating
disallowed costs. The management de-
cision should describe any appeal proc-
ess available to the auditee. While not
required, the Federal agency or pass-
through entity may also issue a man-
agement decision on findings relating
to the financial statements which are
required to be reported in accordance
with GAGAS.

(b) Federal agency. As provided in
§200.5613 Responsibilities, paragraph
(a)(7), the cognizant agency for audit
must be responsible for coordinating a
management decision for audit find-
ings that affect the programs of more
than one Federal agency. As provided
in §200.513 Responsibilities, paragraph
(©)(3), a Federal awarding agency is re-
sponsible for issuing a management de-
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cision for findings that relate to Fed-
eral awards it makes to non-Federal
entities.

(c) Pass-through entity. As provided in
§200.331 Requirements for pass-through
entities, paragraph (d), the pass-
through entity must be responsible for
issuing a management decision for
audit findings that relate to Federal
awards it makes to subrecipients.

(@) Time reguirements. The Federal
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty responsible for issuing a manage-
ment decision must do so within six
months of acceptance of the audit re-
port by the FAC. The auditee must ini-
tiate and proceed with corrective ac-
tion as rapidly as possible and correc-
tive action should begin no later than
upon receipt of the audit report.

(e) Reference numbers. Management
decisions must include the reference
numbers the auditor assigned to each
audit finding in accordance with
§200.516 Audit findings paragraph (c).

APPENDIX I TO PART 200—FULL TEXT OF
NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY

The full text of the notice of funding op-
portunity is organized in sections. The re-
quired format outlined in this appendix indi-
cates immediately following the title of each
section whether that section is required in
every announcement or is a Federal award-
ing agency option. The format is designed so
that similar types of information will appear
in the same sections in announcements of
different Federal funding opportunities. To-
ward that end, there is text in each of the
following sections to describe the types of in-
formation that a Federal awarding agency
would include in that section of an actual
announcement.

A Federal awarding agency that wishes to
include information that the format does not
specifically discuss may address that subject
in whatever section(s) is most appropriate.
For example, if a Federal awarding agency
chooses to address performance goals in the
announcement, it might do so in the funding
opportunity description, the application con-
tent, or the reporting requirements.

Similarly, when this format calls for a
type of information to be in a particular sec-
tion, a Federal awarding agency wishing to
address that subject in other sections may
elect to repeat the information in those sec-
tions or use cross references between the sec-
tions (there should be hyperlinks for cross-
references in any electronic versions of the
announcement). For example, a Federal
awarding agency may want to include in
Section I information about the types of
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non-Federal entities who are eligible to
apply. The format specifies a standard loca-
tion for that information in Section IIL.1 but
that does not preclude repeating the infor-
mation in Section I or creating a cross ref-
erence between Sections I and IIT.1, as long
as a potential applicant can find the infor-
mation quickly and easily from the standard
location,

The sections of the full text of the an-
nouncement are described in the following
paragraphs.

A, PROGRAM DESCRIPTION—REQUIRED

This section contains the full program de-
scription of the funding opportunity. It may
be as long as needed to adequately commu-
nicate to potential applicants the areas in
which funding may be provided. It describes
the Federal awarding agency’s funding prior-
ities or the technical or focus areas in which
the Federal awarding agency intends to pro-
vide assistance. As appropriate, it may in-
clude any program history (e.g., whether this
is a new program or a new or changed area of
program emphasis). This section may com-
municate indicators of successful projects
(e.g., if the program encourages collabo-
rative efforts) and may include examples of
projects that have been funded previously.
This section also may include other informa-
tion the Federal awarding agency deems nec-
essary, and must at a minimum include cita-
tions for aunthorizing statutes and regula-
tions for the funding opportunity.

B. FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION—REQUIRED

This section provides sufficient informa-
tion to help an applicant make an informed
decision about whether to submit a proposal.
Relevant information could include the total
amount of funding that the Federal awarding
agency expects to award through the an-
nouncement; the anticipated number of Fed-
eral awards; the expected amounts of indi-
vidual Federal awards (which may be a
range); the amount of funding per Federal
award, on average, experienced in previous
years; and the anticipated start dates and
periods of performance for new Federal
awards. This section also should address
whether applications for renewal or sup-
plementation of existing projects are eligible
to compete with applications for new Fed-
eral awards,

This section also must indicate the type(s)
of asgistance instrument (e.g., grant, cooper-
ative agreement) that may be awarded if ap-
plications are successful. If cooperative
agreements may be awarded, this section ei-
ther should describe the ‘‘substantial in-
volvement’’ that the Federal awarding agen-
cy expects to have or should reference where
the potential applicant can find that infor-
mation (e.g., in the funding opportunity de-
scription in A. Program Description—Re-
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quired or Federal award administration in-
formation in section D. Application and Sub-
mission Information). If procurement con-
tracts also may be awarded, this must be
stated,

C. BLIGIRILITY INFORMATION

This section addresses the considerations
or factors that determine applicant or appli-
cation eligibility. This includes the eligi-
bility of particular types of applicant organi-
zations, any factors affecting the eligibility
of the principal investigator or project direc-
tor, and any criteria that make particular
projects ineligible. Federal agencies should
make clear whether an applicant’s failure to
meet an eligibility criterion by the time of
an application deadline will result in the
Federal awarding agency returning the ap-
plication without review or, even though an
application may be reviewed, will preclude
the Federal awarding agency from making a
Federal award. Key elements to be addressed
are:

1. Eligible Applicants—Required. Announce-
ments must clearly identify the types of en-
tities that are eligible to apply. If there are
no restrictions on eligibility, this section
may simply indicate that all potential appli-
cants are eligible. If there are restrictions on
eligibility, it is important to be clear about
the specific types of entities that are eligi-
ble, not just the types that are ineligible.
For example, if the program is limited to
nonprofit organizations subject to 26 U.8.C.
501(c)(3) of the tax code (26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3)),
the announcement should say so. Similarly,
it is better to state explicitly that Native
American tribal organizations are eligible
than to assume that they can unambiguously
infer that from a statement that nonprofit
organizations may apply. Eligibility also can
be expressed by exception, (e.g., open to all
types of domestic applicants other than indi-
viduals). This section should refer to any
portion of Section IV specifying documenta-
tion that must be submitted to support an
eligibility determination (e.g., proof of
501(c)(3) status as determined by the Internal
Revenue Service or an authorizing tribal res-
olution). To the extent that any funding re-
striction in Section IV.5 could affect the eli-
gibility of an applicant or project, the an-
nouncement must either restate that restric-
tion in this section or provide a cross-ref-
erence to its description in Section IV.5.

2. Cost Sharing or Matching—Required. An-
nouncements must state whether there is re-
quired cost sharing, matching, or cost par-
ticipation without which an application
would be ineligible (if cost sharing is not re-
quired, the announcement must explicitly
say s0). Required cost sharing may be a cer-
tain percentage or amount, or may be in the
form of contributions of specified items or
activities (e.g., provision of equipment). It is
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