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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Good morning Mr./Ms. [Name]

I am writing today to ask for your help in responding to the information collection requirement for a report to Congress about the status of the National Agriculture and Food Defense Strategy (NAFDS).  Your participation in this information collection is entirely voluntary; nonparticipation in the voluntary survey will not affect our important work together.  

The report on the National Agriculture and Food Defense Strategy (NAFDS) is mandated by the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA), which directs that it be developed and implemented by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), in coordination with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).  In 2014, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) submitted a report to Congress that contained broad area goals, objectives, initiatives, and activities that will enable lawmakers to monitor progress made by federal agencies and their partners in protecting the food supply from intentional adulteration; contaminants that could be biological, chemical, radiological, or even physical.  The Strategy differs from “traditional” food safety, which is the effort to prevent unintentional contamination of food products by hazards.

The proposed NAFDS Survey will be used to determine what food defense activities, if any, U.S. federal and state stakeholders have completed to date.  The online survey tool will involve the following:

· It will be distributed to SLTT state government agencies/partners managing food protection and defense activities
· It is expected to take approximately 20 minutes (including time to read the instructions, complete the survey, and submit the survey online)     


Please click on the link to access the survey. [Insert Link]

The survey will assist all stakeholders in improving their collective ability to prepare for, detect, respond to, and recover from threats to our nation’s food supply.  Thank you very much for your voluntary participation.  Questions? Email us at FSMA108@FDA.HHS.GOV

Thank you,
[Insert Signature]
