
Tuberculosis



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tuberculosis, sometimes called “TB” is a disease that usually affects the lungs.But it can also affect other parts of the body, such as the brain, kidneys or spine.  TB disease can cause death if not treated.      
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Presentation Notes
Anyone can get tuberculosis.  Tuberculosis is spread from one person to another through the air, when a person with TB disease coughs, speaks, or sings.  TB is not spread by shaking someone’s hand, sharing food or drink, or touching linens or toilet seats. This image shows two people sitting close to each other listening to music.  The man has TB disease and is spreading TB to those close by as he speaks or sings.Once infected, a person can have either latent tuberculosis infection or tuberculosis disease.
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TB bacteria can live in the body without making you sick. This is called latent TB infection A person with latent tuberculosis infection:Has no symptomsIs not contagious, meaning they cannot spread TB germs to other peopleHas a normal chest x-rayFeels healthyBut, they will have a positive TB test.Without treatment, a person with latent tuberculosis infection can develop TB disease. Some people develop TB disease soon after becoming infected (within weeks) before their immune system can fight the TB bacteria. Other people may get sick years or even decades later.This image shows a body cell, in red, fighting TB germs in green.  Without treatment the TB germs may win the fight and make the person sick.
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A person with tuberculosis disease:Has a positive TB testHas symptoms of tuberculosis including a cough and fever.May be contagious, meaning they can spread TB germs to other peopleHas an abnormal chest x-rayFeels sickThis image shows a man sick with TB disease spreading TB germs when he coughs.
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Medicine can cure latent tuberculosis infection and tuberculosis disease.  Taking medicine for latent tuberculosis infection can prevent the development of TB disease.
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