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Action Title: Information Collection Request Submitted to OMB for Review and Approval; Comment Request; Request for Contractor Access to TSCA CBI (Renewal)


Purpose:  This FR notice announces the submission of an information collection request (ICR), Request for Contractor Access to TSCA CBI (EPA ICR Number 1250.11; OMB Control Number 2070-0075), to OMB for review and approval in accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act. This is an extension of an existing ICR currently approved through August 31, 2018. Public comments were previously requested via the Federal Register during a 60-day comment period. This notice allows for an additional 30 days for public comments.

Background:  This ICR covers the information collection activities associated with the Agency’s for allowing contractors to handle Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) Confidential Business Information (CBI). As part of the process for obtaining TSCA CBI clearance, EPA requires certain information about the contracting company and about each contractor employee requesting TSCA CBI clearance, primarily the name, Social Security Number and EPA identification badge number of the employee, the type of TSCA CBI clearance requested, the justification for such clearance, and the signature of the employee to an agreement with respect to access to and use of TSCA CBI. This information collection applies to the reporting activities associated with contractor personnel applying for new or renewed clearance for TSCA CBI.

Stakeholder Involvement: EPA published a notice in the Federal Register on December 19, 2017 announcing the proposed ICR and providing a 60-day public comment period. No relevant comments were received. This notice allows an additional 30 days for public comments. Additionally, the Agency sought to consult with representative respondents to this ICR about the reasonableness of the estimated burden and cost, the clarity of instructions for respondents, the method and frequency of collection, etc. EPA received three response, which are addressed in the ICR.
  
Key Issues/Internal Review:  The Federal Register notice and associated ICR have been reviewed and approved by OCSPP and OEI as required under the PRA.  

Legal Deadlines:  This FR notice must be published by August 31, 2018 in accordance with timelines established by the Paperwork Reduction Act.

Timing:  Notice should be published as soon as approved, but no later than August 31, 2018.

Contact: Courtney Kerwin (202-566-1669)

