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‘General President October 18,2017 GeneralSecretarvTreasurer

October 18,2017

Maryann D'Alessandro
Director, National Personal Protective Technology Laboratory (NPPTL)
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)

626 Cochrans Mill Road

Pittsburgh. PA 15236

Dear Dr. D'Alessandro:

Over one million career and volunteer fire fighters rely on turnout gear to allow thermal regulation
while also protecting them from carcinogens, extreme heat, and chemical agents. Exposures to
these hazards and elevated core body temperature have been linked to cancer and cardiovascular
disease health outcomes, which are both recognized by the International Association of Fire

» Fighters (IAFF) as significant areas of concern for fire fighters.

The industry’s current reliance on an age-based retirement criteria for turnout gear results from an
absence of scientific data that may be used to inform the development of a performance-based
criteria for this essential type of personal protective equipment. Therefore, the IAFF strongly
supports NPPTL's proposed project entitled Evidence to Inform the Standards that Ensure Turnout
Gear Remains Protective Throughout Its Lifecycle.

Sincerely.

Patrick Morrison

Assistant to the General President

Division of Occupational Health, Safety, and Medicine
International Association of Fire Fighters
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