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Thank you for vour recent paricipation m the MNatonal Hosprtal Ambulatery Medical Care
Survey (MHAMCS). The data vou prosnded are eritical for desenbmg medical care provided i
emergency departments (ED) in the Umited States. In an effort to mprove the quality of owr
data, we would hke to ask for vour participation in a short follow-up study known as re-
abstrachion.

A= vou mav recall, 2 Census Bureau field reprezentative (FR) abstracted the orniginal data for
our swvey. Forthe re-abstraction, a different FR will contact you and collect visit information
on 10 patient vizits per department already determined to be elizible for the survey. The FE
will use the same computenzed instrument for re-abstrachion as was used dunng the onginal
datz collecton.

The re-zbstracted data will be compared divectly with onminally abstracted data, and will be
used to identify any particular fields with low agreement. The results will be used to desizn
supplemental traming mn the comme vear and modify the cumrent instruchons and datz collection
forms.

An FR will be confacting you to discuss the process, whach we hope will require only minimal
effort on vour part.

Agam_ thank vou in advance for parbicipating m WHAMCS.

Sincerely,

Carol J. DeFrances, Fh.D.
Ambulatory and Hospital Care Statisties Branch Chief
Drvision of Health Care Statistics

Centers for Disease Control and Presention



