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CHAPTER 1—UNITED STATES BUREAU OF
MINES

Sec.

1. United States Bureau of Mines; establish-
ment; director; experts and other employ-
ees.

la. Transfer of activities, employees, records,
etc., from Bureau of Foreign and Domestic
Commerce to the United States Bureau of
Mines.

2. Performance of duties in absence of director.

3. Duties of United States Bureau of Mines.

4. Investigation of lignite coal and peat.

4a. Omitted.

4b. Cooperation with individuals, municipalities,
etc.; contracts with owners; agreements as
to prices.

4c. Investigation of sub-bituminous and lignite
coal.

4d. Plants, machinery, and equipment.

de. Omitted.

4f to 40. Transferred.

5. Reports of investigations.

6. Personal interest of director and members of
Bureau in mines.

7. Fees for tests or investigations.

8. Additional mining experiment stations and
mine safety stations authorized.

9. Acceptance of lands from States.

10. Headquarters of mine rescue cars; site for
experimental work; leases and donations.

11, 12. Omitted or Repealed.

13. Research laboratory for utilization of anthra-
cite coal; establishment and maintenance.

14. Acquisition of land; cooperation with other
agencies.

15. Repealed.

16. Research laboratory for utilization of anthra-
cite coal; establishment of advisory com-
mittee; composition; functions; appoint-
ment.

§1. United States Bureau of Mines; establish-
ment; director; experts and other employees

There is hereby established in the Department
of the Interior a bureau of mining, metallurgy,
and mineral technology, to be designated the
United States Bureau of Mines, and there shall
be a director of said bureau, who shall be thor-
oughly equipped for the duties of said office by
technical education and experience and who
shall be appointed by the President, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate; and there



§1a

shall also be in the said bureau such experts and
other employees, to be appointed by the Sec-
retary of the Interior, as may be required to
carry out the purposes of sections 1, 3, and 5 to
7 of this title in accordance with the appropria-
tions made from time to time by Congress for
such purposes.

(May 16, 1910, ch. 240, §1, 36 Stat. 369; Feb. 25,
1913, ch. 72, §1, 37 Stat. 681; Ex. Ord. No. 4239,
June 4, 1925; Ex. Ord. No. 6611, Feb. 22, 1934; Pub.
L. 102-285, §10(b), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 172.)

CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Bureau of Mines’ substituted in text
for “‘Bureau of Mines’’ pursuant to section 10(b) of Pub.
L. 102-285, set out below.

Section 10(b) of Pub. L. 102-285 provided that: ‘“The
Bureau of Mines established by the Act of May 16, 1910
(30 U.S.C. 1), is designated as and shall hereafter [on
and after May 18, 1992] be known as the United States
Bureau of Mines.”

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For provisions appropriating funds for the closure of
the United States Bureau of Mines and the transfer of
its functions, see Pub. L. 104-99, title I, §123, Jan. 26,
1996, 110 Stat. 32, and Pub. L. 104-134, title I, §101(c)
[title I], set out as a note below.

Pub. L. 104-134, title I, §101(c) [title I], Apr. 26, 1996,
110 Stat. 1321-156, 1321-167; renumbered title I, Pub. L.
104-140, §1(a), May 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 1327, provided in
part: ‘“That there hereby are transferred to, and vested
in, the Secretary of Energy: (1) the functions pertain-
ing to the promotion of health and safety in mines and
the mineral industry through research vested by law in
the Secretary of the Interior or the United States Bu-
reau of Mines and performed in fiscal year 1995 by the
United States Bureau of Mines at its Pittsburgh Re-
search Center in Pennsylvania, and at its Spokane Re-
search Center in Washington; (2) the functions pertain-
ing to the conduct of inquiries, technological investiga-
tions and research concerning the extraction, process-
ing, use and disposal of mineral substances vested by
law in the Secretary of the Interior or the United
States Bureau of Mines and performed in fiscal year
1995 by the United States Bureau of Mines under the
minerals and materials science programs at its Pitts-
burgh Research Center in Pennsylvania, and at its Al-
bany Research Center in Oregon; and (3) the functions
pertaining to mineral reclamation industries and the
development of methods for the disposal, control, pre-
vention, and reclamation of mineral waste products
vested by law in the Secretary of the Interior or the
United States Bureau of Mines and performed in fiscal
year 1995 by the United States Bureau of Mines at its
Pittsburgh Research Center in Pennsylvania: Provided
further, That, if any of the same functions were per-
formed in fiscal year 1995 at locations other than those
listed above, such functions shall not be transferred to
the Secretary of Energy from those other locations:
Provided further, That the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Energy and the Secretary of the Interior, is
authorized to make such determinations as may be nec-
essary with regard to the transfer of functions which
relate to or are used by the Department of the Interior,
or component thereof affected by this transfer of func-
tions, and to make such dispositions of personnel, fa-
cilities, assets, liabilities, contracts, property, records,
and unexpended balances of appropriations, authoriza-
tions, allocations, and other funds held, used, arising
from, available to or to be made available in connec-
tion with, the functions transferred herein as are
deemed necessary to accomplish the purposes of this
transfer: Provided further, That all reductions in person-
nel complements resulting from the provisions of this
Act [probably means Pub. L. 104-134, title I, §101(c),
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Apr. 26, 1996, 110 Stat. 1321-156; renumbered title I, Pub.
L. 104-140, §1(a), May 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 1327, known as
the Department of the Interior and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 1996, see Tables for classification]
shall, as to the functions transferred to the Secretary
of Energy, be done by the Secretary of the Interior as
though these transfers had not taken place but had
been required of the Department of the Interior by all
other provisions of this Act before the transfers of
function became effective: Provided further, That the
transfers of function to the Secretary of Energy shall
become effective on the date specified by the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget, but in no
event later than 90 days after enactment into law of
this Act [Apr. 26, 1996]: Provided further, That the ref-
erence to ‘function’ includes, but is not limited to, any
duty, obligation, power, authority, responsibility,
right, privilege, and activity, or the plural thereof, as
the case may be.”

[Pub. L. 104-208, div. A, title I, §101(e) [title II], Sept.
30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009-233, 3009-244, provided in part:
“That the functions described in clause (1) of the first
proviso under the subheading ‘mines and minerals’
under the heading ‘Bureau of Mines’ in the text of title
I of the Department of the Interior and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 1996, as enacted by section
101(c) of the Omnibus Consolidated Rescissions and Ap-
propriations Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-134) [set out
above], are hereby transferred to, and vested in, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, subject to
section 1531 of title 31, United States Code’’.]

Functions vested in, or delegated to, Secretary of En-
ergy and Department of Energy under or with respect
to sections 1, 3, and 5 to 7 of this title and other au-
thorities relating to certain fossil energy research and
development transferred to, and vested in, Secretary of
the Interior, by section 100 of Pub. L. 97-257, 96 Stat.
841, set out as a note under section 7152 of Title 42, The
Public Health and Welfare.

Functions of Secretary of the Interior, Department of
the Interior, and officers and components of Depart-
ment of the Interior under sections 1, 3, and 5 to 7 of
this title and other authorities exercised by Bureau of
Mines relating to fuel supply and demand analysis and
data gathering, research and development relating to
increased efficiency of production technology of solid
fuel minerals other than research relating to mine
health and safety and research relating to the environ-
mental and leasing consequences of solid fuel mining,
and coal preparation and analysis transferred to, and
vested in, Secretary of Energy as part of the creation
of Department of Energy by Pub. L. 95-91, Aug. 4, 1977,
91 Stat. 565. See section 7152(d) of Title 42.

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees.

Bureau of Mines originally created in Department of
the Interior. Bureau transferred to Department of Com-
merce by Ex. Ord. No. 4239, but transferred back to De-
partment of the Interior by Ex. Ord. No. 6611.

§la. Transfer of activities, employees, records,
etc., from Bureau of Foreign and Domestic
Commerce to the United States Bureau of
Mines

There is hereby transferred from the Depart-
ment of Commerce, Bureau of Foreign and Do-
mestic Commerce, to the Department of the In-
terior, United States Bureau of Mines, all those
activities of the Minerals Division of the Bureau
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce concerned
with economic and statistical analyses of min-
eral commodities, domestic and foreign, to-
gether with all employees, records, files, equip-
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ment, publications, and funds pertaining there-
to, effective immediately.

(May 9, 1935, ch. 101, §1, 49 Stat. 205; Pub. L.
102-285, §10(b), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 172.)

CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Bureau of Mines’ substituted in text
for ‘“‘Bureau of Mines’ pursuant to section 10(b) of Pub.
L. 102-285, set out as a note under section 1 of this title.
For provisions relating to closure and transfer of func-
tions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see Trans-
fer of Functions note set out under section 1 of this
title.

§ 2. Performance of duties in absence of director

On and after July 1, 1916, in the absence of the
Director of the United States Bureau of Mines
the assistant director of said bureau shall per-
form the duties of the director during the lat-
ter’s absence, and in the absence of the Director
and of the Assistant Director of the United
States Bureau of Mines the Secretary of the In-
terior may designate some officer of said bureau
to perform the duties of the director during his
absence.

(July 1, 1916, ch. 209, §1, 39 Stat. 303; Ex. Ord. No.
4239, June 4, 1925; Ex. Ord. No. 6611, Feb. 22, 1934;
Pub. L. 102-285, §10(b), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat.
172.)

CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Bureau of Mines’’ substituted in text
for ‘“‘Bureau of Mines’ pursuant to section 10(b) of Pub.
L. 102-285, set out as a note under section 1 of this title.
For provisions relating to closure and transfer of func-
tions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see Trans-
fer of Functions note set out under section 1 of this
title.

§ 3. Duties of United States Bureau of Mines

It shall be the province and duty of the United
States Bureau of Mines, subject to the approval
of the Secretary of the Interior, to conduct in-
quiries and scientific and technologic investiga-
tions concerning mining, and the preparation,
treatment, and utilization of mineral substances
with a view to improving health conditions, and
increasing safety, efficiency, economic develop-
ment, and conserving resources through the pre-
vention of waste in the mining, quarrying, met-
allurgical, and other mineral industries; to in-
quire into the economic conditions affecting
these industries; to investigate explosives and
peat; and on behalf of the Government to inves-
tigate the mineral fuels and unfinished mineral
products belonging to, or for the use of, the
United States, with a view to their most effi-
cient mining, preparation, treatment, and use;
and to disseminate information concerning
these subjects in such manner as will best carry
out the purposes of the provisions of sections 1,
3, and b5 to 7 of this title.

(May 16, 1910, ch. 240, §2, 36 Stat. 370; Feb. 25,
1913, ch. 72, §2, 37 Stat. 681; Ex. Ord. No. 4239,
June 4, 1925; Ex. Ord. No. 6611, Feb. 22, 1934; Pub.
L. 102285, §10(b), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 172.)

CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Bureau of Mines’’ substituted in text
for ‘“‘Bureau of Mines’ pursuant to section 10(b) of Pub.
L. 102-285, set out as a note under section 1 of this title.
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For provisions relating to closure and transfer of func-
tions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see Trans-
fer of Functions note set out under section 1 of this
title.

§ 4. Investigation of lignite coal and peat

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and
directed to make experiments and investiga-
tions, through the United States Bureau of
Mines, of lignite coals and peat, to determine
the commercial and economic practicability of
their utilization in producing fuel oil, gasoline
substitutes, ammonia, tar, solid fuels, gas for
power, and other purposes. The Secretary of the
Interior is authorized and directed subject to ap-
plicable regulations under chapters 1 to 11 of
title 40 and division C (except sections 3302,
3306(f), 3307(e), 3501(b), 3509, 3906, 4104, 4710, and
4711) of subtitle I of title 41 to sell or otherwise
dispose of any property, plant, or machinery
purchased or acquired under the provisions of
this section, as soon as the experiments and in-
vestigations authorized have been concluded,
and report the results of such experiments and
investigations to Congress.

(Feb. 25, 1919, ch. 23, §§1, 2, 40 Stat. 1154; Ex. Ord.
No. 4239, June 4, 1925; Ex. Ord. No. 6611, Feb. 22,
1934; Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, §2(18), 65 Stat. 707;
Pub. L. 102-285, §10(b), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat.
172.)

CODIFICATION

In text, ‘‘chapters 1 to 11 of title 40 and division C (ex-
cept sections 3302, 3306(f), 3307(e), 3501(b), 3509, 3906, 4104,
4710, and 4711) of subtitle I of title 41 substituted for
‘‘the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act
of 1949, as amended’” on authority of Pub. L. 107-217,
§5(c), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1303, which Act enacted
Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works, and
Pub. L. 111-350, §6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3854, which
Act enacted Title 41, Public Contracts.

First sentence of this section is from first clause of
section 1 of act Feb. 25, 1919. Second sentence is from
section 2 of said act.

AMENDMENTS

1951—Act Oct. 31, 1951, inserted reference to applica-
ble regulations of the Federal Property and Adminis-
trative Services Act of 1949, as amended.

CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Bureau of Mines’ substituted in text
for ‘“‘Bureau of Mines’’ pursuant to section 10(b) of Pub.
L. 102-285, set out as a note under section 1 of this title.
For provisions relating to closure and transfer of func-
tions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see Trans-
fer of Functions note set out under section 1 of this
title.

§4a. Omitted

CODIFICATION

Section, act June 25, 1926, ch. 674, §1, 44 Stat. 768, au-
thorized appropriation of $100,000 for fiscal year ending
June 30, 1927, and the four succeeding fiscal years for
investigation of potash deposits.

§4b. Cooperation with individuals, municipali-
ties, etc.; contracts with owners; agreements
as to prices

The Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Commerce jointly are hereby author-
ized, within their discretion, to cooperate under



§4c

formal agreement with individuals, associations,
corporations, States, and municipalities, edu-
cational institutions, or other bodies, for the
purposes of this section: Provided, That before
undertaking drilling operations upon any tract
or tracts of land, the mineral deposits of which
are not the property of the United States, the
Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of
Commerce jointly shall enter into a contract or
contracts with the owners or lessees, or both, of
the mineral rights therein, and the aforesaid
contract or contracts shall provide, among other
things, that, if deposits of potash minerals or oil
shall be discovered in pursuance of operations
under said contract or contracts and if and when
said mineral deposits shall be mined and sold,
the owners or lessees, or both, of said mineral
rights shall pay to the Government and its co-
operators a royalty of not less than 2% per cen-
tum of the sale value of any potash minerals and
oil therefrom, said payments to continue until
such time as the total amount derived from said
royalty is equal to not more than the cost of the
exploration, as may be determined by the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Secretary of Com-
merce jointly: Provided further, That all Federal
claims for reimbursement under this section
shall automatically expire twenty years from
the date of approval of the contracts entered
into, in accordance with the provisions thereof,
unless sooner terminated by agreement between
the owners or lessees of the potash mineral
rights and oil and the Secretary of the Interior
and the Secretary of Commerce jointly: Provided
further, That said contract or contracts shall not
restrict the Secretary of the Interior and the
Secretary of Commerce jointly in the choice of
drilling locations within the property or in the
conduct of the exploratory operations, so long
as such selection or conduct do not interfere un-
reasonably with the surface of the land or with
the improvements thereof, and said contract or
contracts shall provide that the United States
shall not be liable for damages on account of
such reasonable use of the surface as may be
necessary in the proper conduct of the work.

(June 25, 1926, ch. 674, §2, 44 Stat. 768; Mar. 3,
1927, ch. 356, 44 Stat. 1388.)

AMENDMENTS
1927—Act Mar. 3, 1927, amended provisions generally.

§4c. Investigation of sub-bituminous and lignite
coal

The United States Bureau of Mines, under the
general direction of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, is authorized to conduct investigations,
studies, and experiments on its own initiative
and in cooperation with individuals, State insti-
tutions, laboratories, and other organizations,
with a view to (1) the development of a commer-
cially practicable carbonization method of proc-
essing sub-bituminous and lignite coal so as to
convert such coal into an all-purpose fuel, to
provide fertilizers, and obtain such other by-
products thereof as may be commercially valu-
able; (2) the development of efficient methods,
equipment, and devices for burning lignite or
char therefrom; and (3) determining and devel-
oping methods for more efficient utilization of
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such sub-bituminous and lignite coal for pur-
poses of generating electric power.

(May 15, 1936, ch. 397, §1, 49 Stat. 1275; Pub. L.
102-285, §10(b), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 172.)

CHANGE OF NAME

‘“United States Bureau of Mines” substituted in text
for ‘““‘Bureau of Mines’’ pursuant to section 10(b) of Pub.
L. 102-285, set out as a note under section 1 of this title.
For provisions relating to closure and transfer of func-
tions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see Trans-
fer of Functions note set out under section 1 of this
title.

§ 4d. Plants, machinery, and equipment

The United States Bureau of Mines is further
authorized, under the general direction of the
Secretary of the Interior, to erect such plants,
construct and purchase such machinery and
equipment, and to take such other steps as it
may deem necessary and proper to effectuate
the purposes of section 4c of this title.

(May 15, 1936, ch. 397, §2, 49 Stat. 1275; Pub. L.
102-285, §10(b), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 172.)

CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Bureau of Mines’” substituted in text
for “‘Bureau of Mines’’ pursuant to section 10(b) of Pub.
L. 102-285, set out as a note under section 1 of this title.
For provisions relating to closure and transfer of func-
tions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see Trans-
fer of Functions note set out under section 1 of this
title.

§ 4e. Omitted
CODIFICATION

Section, act May 15, 1936, ch. 397, §3, 49 Stat. 1275, ap-
propriated $100,000 for carrying out provisions of sec-
tions 4c and 4d of this title to be expended during cer-
tain fiscal years, the last ending June 30, 1939.

§§ 4f to 40. Transferred
CODIFICATION

Sections 4f to 40 were transferred to sections 451 to
460, respectively, of this title, and subsequently re-
pealed by Pub. L. 91-173, title V, §509, Dec. 30, 1969, 83
Stat. 803.

§ 5. Reports of investigations

The Director of the United States Bureau of
Mines shall prepare and publish, subject to the
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, under
the appropriations made from time to time by
Congress, reports of inquiries and investiga-
tions, with appropriate recommendations of the
bureau, concerning the nature, causes, and pre-
vention of accidents, and the improvement of
conditions, methods, and equipment, with spe-
cial reference to health, safety, and prevention
of waste in the mining, quarrying, metallur-
gical, and other mineral industries; the use of
explosives and electricity, safety methods and
appliances, and rescue and first-aid work in said
industries; the causes and prevention of mine
fires; and other subjects included under the pro-
visions of sections 1, 3, and 5 to 7 of this title.

(May 16, 1910, ch. 240, §3, 36 Stat. 370; Feb. 25,
1913, ch. 72, §3, 37 Stat. 681; Ex. Ord. No. 4239,
June 4, 1925; Ex. Ord. No. 6611, Feb. 22, 1934; Pub.
L. 102-285, §10(b), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 172.)
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CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Bureau of Mines’ substituted in text
for ‘“‘Bureau of Mines’ pursuant to section 10(b) of Pub.
L. 102-285, set out as a note under section 1 of this title.
For provisions relating to closure and transfer of func-
tions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see Trans-
fer of Functions note set out under section 1 of this
title.

§ 6. Personal interest of director and members of
Bureau in mines

In conducting inquiries and investigations au-
thorized under sections 1, 3, and 5 to 7 of this
title neither the director nor any member of the
United States Bureau of Mines shall have any
personal or private interest in any mine or the
products of any mine under investigation, or
shall accept employment from any private party
for services in the examination of any mine or
private mineral property, or issue any report as
to the valuation or the management of any mine
or other private mineral property. Nothing here-
in shall be construed as preventing the tem-
porary employment by the United States Bureau
of Mines, at a compensation not to exceed $10
per day, in a consulting capacity or in the inves-
tigation of special subjects, of any engineer or
other expert whose principal professional prac-
tice is outside of such employment by said bu-
reau.

(May 16, 1910, ch. 240, §4, 36 Stat. 370; Feb. 25,
1913, ch. 72, §4, 37 Stat. 682; Pub. L. 102-285,
§10(b), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 172.)
CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Bureau of Mines’ substituted in text
for ‘“‘Bureau of Mines’ pursuant to section 10(b) of Pub.
L. 102-285, set out as a note under section 1 of this title.
For provisions relating to closure and transfer of func-
tions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see Trans-

fer of Functions note set out under section 1 of this
title.

§7. Fees for tests or investigations

For tests or investigations authorized by the
Secretary of the Interior under the provisions of
sections 1, 3, and 5 to 7 of this title, except those
performed for the Government of the United
States or State governments within the United
States, a fee sufficient in each case to com-
pensate the United States Bureau of Mines for
the entire cost of the services rendered shall be
charged, according to a schedule prepared by the
Director of the United States Bureau of Mines
and approved by the Secretary of the Interior,
who shall prescribe rules and regulations under
which such tests and investigations may be
made. All moneys received from such sources
shall be paid into the Treasury to the credit of
miscellaneous receipts.

(May 16, 1910, ch. 240, §5, 36 Stat. 370; Feb. 25,
1918, ch. 72, §5, 37 Stat. 682; June 30, 1932, ch. 314,
§311, 47 Stat. 410; Ex. Ord. No. 4239, June 4, 1935;
Ex. Ord. No. 6611, Feb. 22, 1934; Pub. L. 102-285,
§10(b), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 172.)

AMENDMENTS

1932—Act June 30, 1932, substituted ‘‘Secretary of
Commerce” for ‘‘Secretary of the Interior” and
changed a reasonable fee to be charged to a fee suffi-
cient to compensate for entire cost of services ren-
dered.
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CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Bureau of Mines’ substituted in text
for ‘““‘Bureau of Mines’’ pursuant to section 10(b) of Pub.
L. 102-285, set out as a note under section 1 of this title.
For provisions relating to closure and transfer of func-
tions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see Trans-
fer of Functions note set out under section 1 of this
title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1932 AMENDMENT

Amendment by act June 30, 1932, effective July 1,
1932, see section 314 of that act.

§8. Additional mining experiment stations and
mine safety stations authorized

The Secretary of the Interior is hereby au-
thorized and directed to establish and maintain
in the several important mining regions of the
United States and the Territory of Alaska, as
Congress may appropriate for the necessary em-
ployees and other expenses, under the United
States Bureau of Mines and in accordance with
the provisions of sections 1, 3, and 5 to 7 of this
title, ten mining experiment stations and seven
mine safety stations, movable or stationary, in
addition to those established prior to March 3,
1915, the province and duty of which shall be to
make investigations and disseminate informa-
tion with a view to improving conditions in the
mining, quarrying, metallurgical, and other
mineral industries, safeguarding life among em-
ployees, preventing unnecessary waste of re-
sources, and otherwise contributing to the ad-
vancement of these industries. Not more than
three mining experiment stations and mine safe-
ty stations authorized in this section shall be es-
tablished in any one fiscal year under the appro-
priations made therefor.

(Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 95, §1, 38 Stat. 959; Ex. Ord. No.
4239, June 4, 1925; Ex. Ord. No. 6611, Feb. 22, 1934;
Pub. L. 102-285, §10(b), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat.
172.)

CHANGE OF NAME

‘“United States Bureau of Mines” substituted in text
for ‘““‘Bureau of Mines’’ pursuant to section 10(b) of Pub.
L. 102-285, set out as a note under section 1 of this title.
For provisions relating to closure and transfer of func-
tions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see Trans-
fer of Functions note set out under section 1 of this
title.

ADMISSION OF ALASKA AS STATE

Admission of Alaska into the Union was accom-
plished Jan. 3, 1959, on issuance of Proc. No. 3269, Jan.
3, 1959, 24 F.R. 81, 73 Stat. cl6, as required by sections
1 and 8(c) of Pub. L. 85-508, July 7, 1958, 72 Stat. 339, set
out as notes preceding section 21 of Title 48, Territories
and Insular Possessions.

§9. Acceptance of lands from States

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
accept lands, buildings, or other contributions
from the several States offering to cooperate in
carrying out the purposes of section 8 of this
title.

(Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 95, §2, 38 Stat. 959; Ex. Ord. No.
6611, Feb. 22, 1934.)

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS
See note set out under section 1 of this title.



§10

§10. Headquarters of mine rescue cars; site for
experimental work; leases and donations

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
accept any suitable land or lands, buildings, or
improvements that may be donated for the
headquarters of mine rescue cars and construc-
tion of necessary railway sidings and housing for
the same, or as the site of an experimental mine
and plant for studying explosives, and to enter
into leases for periods not exceeding ten years,
subject to annual appropriations by Congress.

(June 5, 1920, ch. 235, §1, 41 Stat. 912; Ex. Ord. No.
6611, Feb. 22, 1934.)

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS
See note set out under section 1 of this title.

§11. Omitted

CODIFICATION

Section, act May 9, 1938, ch. 187, §1, 52 Stat. 329, pro-
viding that purchase of supplies and equipment or pro-
curement of services for Bureau of Mines might be
made in open market without compliance with section
5 of former Title 41, Public Contracts, where amount
involved did not exceed $100, was a provision of Interior
Department appropriation act and was discontinued in
acts subsequent to 1938 appropriation act.

§12. Repealed. Oct. 25, 1951, ch. 562, §1(16), 65
Stat. 638

Section, act Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 961, 60 Stat. 1057, relat-
ed to preservation of technical and economic records of
domestic sources of ores of metals and minerals. See
sections 2103, 2908, and 3102 of Title 44, Public Printing
and Documents.

§13. Research laboratory for utilization of an-
thracite coal; establishment and mainte-
nance

The Secretary of the Interior, acting through
the United States Bureau of Mines, is authorized
and directed to establish, equip, and maintain a
research laboratory in the anthracite region of
Pennsylvania to conduct researches and inves-
tigations on the mining, preparation, and utili-
zation of anthracite coal and to develop new sci-
entific, chemical, and technical uses and new
and extended markets and outlets for anthracite
coal and its products. Such laboratory shall be
planned as a center for information and assist-
ance in matters pertaining to conserving re-
sources for national defense; to the more effi-
cient mining, preparation, and utilization of an-
thracite coal; and pertaining to safety, health,
and sanitation in mining operations and other
matters relating to problems of the anthracite
industry.

(Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 764, §1, 56 Stat. 1056.)

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For provisions relating to closure and transfer of
functions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see
note set out under section 1 of this title.

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

Section 5 of act Dec. 18, 1942, provided that: ‘‘In order
to carry out the purposes of this Act [sections 13 to 16
of this title] there is authorized to be appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, the sum of (a) $450,000 for the erection and
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equipment of a building or buildings, including plumb-
ing, lighting, heating, general service, and experi-
mental equipment and apparatus, the necessary roads,
walks, and ground improvement, and land for the site
of the building if no land is donated; and (b) $175,000 an-
nually for the maintenance and operation of the experi-
mental station, including personal services, supplies,
equipment, and expenses of travel and subsistence.”

§ 14. Acquisition of land; cooperation with other
agencies

For the purpose of sections 13 to 16 of this title
the Secretary, acting through the United States
Bureau of Mines, is authorized to acquire land
and interests therein, and to accept in the name
of the United States donations of any property,
real or personal, and to utilize voluntary or un-
compensated services at such laboratory. The
Secretary is authorized and directed to cooper-
ate with other departments or agencies of the
Federal Government, States, and State agencies
and institutions, counties, municipalities, busi-
ness or other organizations, corporations, asso-
ciations, universities, scientific societies, and
individuals, upon such terms and conditions as
he may prescribe.

(Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 764, §2, 56 Stat. 1057.)
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For provisions relating to closure and transfer of
functions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see
note set out under section 1 of this title.

§15. Repealed. Pub. L. 86-533, §1(17), June 29,
1960, 74 Stat. 248

Section, act Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 764, §3, 56 Stat. 1057, re-
lated to reports to Congress of expenditures and dona-
tions to laboratory established under sections 13 to 16
of this title.

§16. Research laboratory for utilization of an-
thracite coal; establishment of advisory com-
mittee; composition; functions; appointment

The Secretary of the Interior, acting through
the United States Bureau of Mines, may, in his
discretion, create and establish an advisory
committee composed of not more than six mem-
bers to exercise consultative functions, when re-
quired by the Secretary, in connection with the
administration of sections 13 to 16 of this title.
The said committee shall be composed of rep-
resentatives of anthracite coal mine owners, of
representatives of anthracite coal mine workers
and the public in equal number. The members of
said committee shall be appointed by the Sec-
retary of the Interior without regard to the
civil-service laws.

(Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 764, §4, 56 Stat. 1057.)
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For provisions relating to closure and transfer of
functions of the United States Bureau of Mines, see
note set out under section 1 of this title.

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES

Advisory committees in existence on Jan. 5, 1973, to
terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year
period following Jan. 5, 1973, unless, in the case of a
committee established by the President or an officer of
the Federal Government, such committee is renewed by
appropriate action prior to the expiration of such 2-
year period, or in the case of a committee established
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by the Congress, its duration is otherwise provided by
law. Advisory committees established after Jan. 5, 1973,
to terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year
period beginning on the date of their establishment,
unless, in the case of a committee established by the
President or an officer of the Federal Government, such
committee is renewed by appropriate action prior to
the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the case of
a committee established by the Congress, its duration
is otherwise provided for by law. See section 14 of Pub.
L. 92-463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 776, set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees.

CHAPTER 2—MINERAL LANDS AND
REGULATIONS IN GENERAL

Sec.

21. Mineral lands reserved.

21a. National mining and minerals policy; ‘‘min-
erals” defined; execution of policy under
other authorized programs.

22. Lands open to purchase by citizens.

23. Length of claims on veins or lodes.

24. Proof of citizenship.

25. Affidavit of citizenship.

26. Locators’ rights of possession and enjoyment.

7. Mining tunnels; right to possession of veins
on line with; abandonment of right.

28. Mining district regulations by miners: loca-
tion, recordation, and amount of work;
marking of location on ground; records; an-
nual labor or improvements on claims pend-
ing issue of patent; co-owner’s succession in
interest upon delinquency in contributing
proportion of expenditures; tunnel as lode
expenditure.

28-1. Inclusion of certain surveys in labor require-
ments of mining claims; conditions and re-
strictions.

28-2. Definitions.

28a. Omitted.

28b. Annual assessment work on mining claims;
temporary deferment; conditions.

28c. Length and termination of deferment.

28d. Performance of deferred work.

28e. Recordation of deferment.

28f. Fee.

28g. Location fee.

28h. Co-ownership.

28i. Failure to pay.

28j. Other requirements.

28k. Regulations.

281. Collection of mining law administration fees.

29. Patents; procurement procedure; filing: appli-
cation under oath, plat and field notes, no-
tices, and affidavits; posting plat and notice
on claim; publication and posting notice in
office; certificate; adverse claims; payment
per acre; objections; nonresident claimant’s
agent for execution of application and affi-
davits.

30. Adverse claims; oath of claimants; requisites;
waiver; stay of land office proceedings; judi-
cial determination of right of possession;
successful claimants’ filing of judgment
roll, certificate of labor, and description of
claim in land office, and acreage and fee
payments; issuance of patents for entire or
partial claims upon certification of land of-
fice proceedings and judgment roll; alien-
ation of patent title.

31. Oath: agent or attorney in fact, beyond dis-
trict of claim.

32. Findings by jury; costs.

33. Existing rights.

34. Description of vein claims on surveyed and
unsurveyed lands; monuments on ground to
govern conflicting calls.
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Sec.

35. Placer claims; entry and proceedings for pat-
ent under provisions applicable to vein or
lode claims; conforming entry to legal sub-
divisions and surveys; limitation of claims;
homestead entry of segregated agricultural
land.

36. Subdivisions of 10-acre tracts; maximum of
placer locations; homestead claims of agri-
cultural lands; sale of improvements.

317. Proceedings for patent where boundaries con-
tain vein or lode; application; statement in-
cluding vein or lode; issuance of patent:
acreage payments for vein or lode and plac-
er claim; costs of proceedings; knowledge
affecting construction of application and
scope of patent.

38. Evidence of possession and work to establish
right to patent.

39. Surveyors of mining claims.

40. Verification of affidavits.

41. Intersecting or crossing veins.

42. Patents for nonmineral lands: application,
survey, notice, acreage limitation, pay-
ment.

43. Conditions of sale by local legislature.

44, 45. Omitted.

46. Additional land districts and officers.

47. Impairment of rights or interests in certain
mining property.

48. Lands in Michigan, Wisconsin, and Min-
nesota; sale and disposal as public lands.

49. Lands in Missouri and Kansas; disposal as ag-
ricultural lands.

49a.. Mining laws of United States extended to
Alaska; exploration and mining for precious
metals; regulations; conflict of laws; per-
mits; dumping tailings; pumping from sea;
reservation of roadway; title to land below
line of high tide or high-water mark; trans-
fer of title to future State.

49Db. Mining laws relating to placer claims ex-
tended to Alaska.

49c. Recording notices of location of Alaskan min-
ing claims.

49d. Miners’ regulations for recording notices in
Alaska; certain records legalized.

49e. Annual labor or improvements on Alaskan
mining claims; affidavits; burden of proof;
forfeitures; location anew of claims; per-
jury.

49f. Fees of recorders in Alaska for filing proofs of
work and improvements.

50. Grants to States or corporations not to in-
clude mineral lands.

51. Water users’ vested and accrued rights; enu-
meration of uses; protection of interest;
rights-of-way for canals and ditches; liabil-
ity for injury or damage to settlers’ posses-
sion.

52. Patents or homesteads subject to vested and
accrued water rights.

53. Possessory actions for recovery of mining
titles or for damages to such title.

54. Liability for damages to stock raising and

homestead entries by mining activities.

§ 21. Mineral lands reserved

In all cases lands valuable for minerals shall
be reserved from sale, except as otherwise ex-
pressly directed by law.

(R.S. §2318.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2318 derived from act July 4, 1866, ch. 166, §5, 14
Stat. 86.
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§21a. National mining and minerals policy; “min-
erals” defined; execution of policy under
other authorized programs

The Congress declares that it is the continuing
policy of the Federal Government in the na-
tional interest to foster and encourage private
enterprise in (1) the development of economi-
cally sound and stable domestic mining, min-
erals, metal and mineral reclamation industries,
(2) the orderly and economic development of do-
mestic mineral resources, reserves, and reclama-
tion of metals and minerals to help assure satis-
faction of industrial, security and environ-
mental needs, (3) mining, mineral, and metallur-
gical research, including the use and recycling
of scrap to promote the wise and efficient use of
our natural and reclaimable mineral resources,
and (4) the study and development of methods
for the disposal, control, and reclamation of
mineral waste products, and the reclamation of
mined land, so as to lessen any adverse impact
of mineral extraction and processing upon the
physical environment that may result from min-
ing or mineral activities.

For the purpose of this section ‘‘minerals”
shall include all minerals and mineral fuels in-
cluding oil, gas, coal, oil shale and uranium.

It shall be the responsibility of the Secretary
of the Interior to carry out this policy when ex-
ercising his authority under such programs as
may be authorized by law other than this sec-
tion.

(Pub. L. 91-631, title I, §101, formerly §2, Dec. 31,
1970, 84 Stat. 1876; Pub. L. 104-66, title I, §1081(b),
Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 721; renumbered title I,
§101, Pub. L. 104-325, §2(1), (2), Oct. 19, 1996, 110
Stat. 3994.)

AMENDMENTS

1995—Pub. L. 10466 in last par. struck out at end
“For this purpose the Secretary of the Interior shall in-
clude in his annual report to the Congress a report on
the state of the domestic mining, minerals, and min-
eral reclamation industries, including a statement of
the trend in utilization and depletion of these re-
sources, together with such recommendations for legis-
lative programs as may be necessary to implement the
policy of this section.”

SHORT TITLE
Section 1 of Pub. L. 91-631 provided: ‘‘That this Act

[enacting this section] may be cited as the ‘Mining and
Minerals Policy Act of 1970°.”

§22. Lands open to purchase by citizens

Except as otherwise provided, all valuable
mineral deposits in lands belonging to the
United States, both surveyed and unsurveyed,
shall be free and open to exploration and pur-
chase, and the lands in which they are found to
occupation and purchase, by citizens of the
United States and those who have declared their
intention to become such, under regulations pre-
scribed by law, and according to the local cus-
toms or rules of miners in the several mining
districts, so far as the same are applicable and
not inconsistent with the laws of the United
States.

(R.S. §2319.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2319 derived from act May 10, 1872, ch. 152, §1,
17 Stat. 91.
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Words ‘‘Except as otherwise provided,” were edi-
torially supplied on authority of act Feb. 25, 1920, ch.
85, 41 Stat. 437, popularly known as the Mineral Lands
Leasing Act, which is classified to chapter 3A (§181 et
seq.) of this title.

SHORT TITLE

Sections 22 to 24, 26 to 28, 29, 30, 33 to 35, 37, 39 to 43,
and 47 of this title are based on sections of the Revised
Statutes which are derived from act May 10, 1872, ch.
152, 17 Stat. 91, popularly known as the ‘‘General Min-
ing Act of 1872 and as the ‘“‘Mining Law of 1872".

§ 23. Length of claims on veins or lodes

Mining claims upon veins or lodes of quartz or
other rock in place bearing gold, silver, cinna-
bar, lead, tin, copper, or other valuable deposits,
located prior to May 10, 1872, shall be governed
as to length along the vein or lode by the cus-
toms, regulations, and laws in force at the date
of their location. A mining claim located after
the 10th day of May 1872, whether located by one
or more persons, may equal, but shall not ex-
ceed, one thousand five hundred feet in length
along the vein or lode; but no location of a min-
ing claim shall be made until the discovery of
the vein or lode within the limits of the claim
located. No claim shall extend more than three
hundred feet on each side of the middle of the
vein at the surface, nor shall any claim be lim-
ited by any mining regulation to less than twen-
ty-five feet on each side of the middle of the
vein at the surface, except where adverse rights
existing on the 10th day of May 1872 render such
limitation necessary. The end lines of each
claim shall be parallel to each other.

(R.S. §2320.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2320 derived from act May 10, 1872, ch. 152, §2,
17 Stat. 91.

§ 24. Proof of citizenship

Proof of citizenship, under sections 21, 22 to 24,
26 to 28, 29, 30, 33 to 48, 50 to 52, 71 to 76 of this
title and section 661 of title 43, may comnsist, in
the case of an individual, of his own affidavit
thereof; in the case of an association of persons
unincorporated, of the affidavit of their author-
ized agent, made on his own knowledge, or upon
information and belief; and in the case of a cor-
poration organized under the laws of the United
States, or of any State or Territory thereof, by
the filing of a certified copy of their charter or
certificate of incorporation.

(R.S. §2321.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Sections 21, 22 to 24, 26 to 28, 29, 30, 33 to 48, 50 to 52,
71 to 76 of this title and section 661 of title 43, referred
to in text, were in the original ‘‘this chapter’’, meaning
chapter 6 of title 32 of the Revised Statutes, consisting
of R.S. §§2318 to 2352.

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2321 derived from act May 10, 1872, ch. 1562, §7,
17 Stat. 94.

§ 25. Affidavit of citizenship

Applicants for mineral patents, if residing be-
yond the limits of the district wherein the claim
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is situated, may make any oath or affidavit re-
quired for proof of citizenship before the clerk of
any court of record or before any notary public
of any State or Territory.

(Apr. 26, 1882, ch. 106, §2, 22 Stat. 49.)

§26. Locators’ rights of possession and enjoy-
ment

The locators of all mining locations made on
any mineral vein, lode, or ledge, situated on the
public domain, their heirs and assigns, where no
adverse claim existed on the 10th day of May
1872 so long as they comply with the laws of the
United States, and with State, territorial, and
local regulations not in conflict with the laws of
the United States governing their possessory
title, shall have the exclusive right of possession
and enjoyment of all the surface included within
the lines of their locations, and of all veins,
lodes, and ledges throughout their entire depth,
the top or apex of which lies inside of such sur-
face lines extended downward vertically, al-
though such veins, lodes, or ledges may so far
depart from a perpendicular in their course
downward as to extend outside the vertical side
lines of such surface locations. But their right of
possession to such outside parts of such veins or
ledges shall be confined to such portions thereof
as lie between vertical planes drawn downward
as above described, through the end lines of
their locations, so continued in their own direc-
tion that such planes will intersect such exte-
rior parts of such veins or ledges. Nothing in
this section shall authorize the locator or pos-
sessor of a vein or lode which extends in its
downward course beyond the vertical lines of his
claim to enter upon the surface of a claim owned
or possessed by another.

(R.S. §2322.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2322 derived from act May 10, 1872, ch. 152, §3,
17 Stat. 91.

§27. Mining tunnels; right to possession of veins
on line with; abandonment of right

Where a tunnel is run for the development of
a vein or lode, or for the discovery of mines, the
owners of such tunnel shall have the right of
possession of all veins or lodes within three
thousand feet from the face of such tunnel on
the line thereof, not previously known to exist,
discovered in such tunnel, to the same extent as
if discovered from the surface; and locations on
the line of such tunnel of veins or lodes not ap-
pearing on the surface, made by other parties
after the commencement of the tunnel, and
while the same is being prosecuted with reason-
able diligence, shall be invalid; but failure to
prosecute the work on the tunnel for six months
shall be considered as an abandonment of the
right to all undiscovered veins on the line of
such tunnel.

(R.S. §2323.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2323 derived from act May 10, 1872, ch. 152, §4,
17 Stat. 92.

SHORT TITLE

This section is popularly known as the Tunnel Site
Act.
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§28. Mining district regulations by miners: loca-
tion, recordation, and amount of work; mark-
ing of location on ground; records; annual
labor or improvements on claims pending
issue of patent; co-owner’s succession in in-
terest upon delinquency in contributing pro-
portion of expenditures; tunnel as lode ex-
penditure

The miners of each mining district may make
regulations not in conflict with the laws of the
United States, or with the laws of the State or
Territory in which the district is situated, gov-
erning the location, manner of recording,
amount of work necessary to hold possession of
a mining claim, subject to the following require-
ments: The location must be distinctly marked
on the ground so that its boundaries can be
readily traced. All records of mining claims
made after May 10, 1872, shall contain the name
or names of the locators, the date of the loca-
tion, and such a description of the claim or
claims located by reference to some natural ob-
ject or permanent monument as will identify
the claim. On each claim located after the 10th
day of May 1872, that is granted a waiver under
section 28f of this title, and until a patent has
been issued therefor, not less than $100 worth of
labor shall be performed or improvements made
during each year. On all claims located prior to
the 10th day of May 1872, $10 worth of labor shall
be performed or improvements made each year,
for each one hundred feet in length along the
vein until a patent has been issued therefor; but
where such claims are held in common, such ex-
penditure may be made upon any one claim; and
upon a failure to comply with these conditions,
the claim or mine upon which such failure oc-
curred shall be open to relocation in the same
manner as if no location of the same had ever
been made, provided that the original locators,
their heirs, assigns, or legal representatives,
have not resumed work upon the claim after
failure and before such location. Upon the fail-
ure of any one of several coowners to contribute
his proportion of the expenditures required here-
by, the coowners who have performed the labor
or made the improvements may, at the expira-
tion of the year, give such delinquent co-owner
personal notice in writing or notice by publica-
tion in the newspaper published nearest the
claim, for at least once a week for ninety days,
and if at the expiration of ninety days after such
notice in writing or by publication such delin-
quent should fail or refuse to contribute his pro-
portion of the expenditure required by this sec-
tion, his interest in the claim shall become the
property of his co-owners who have made the re-
quired expenditures. The period within which
the work required to be done annually on all un-
patented mineral claims located since May 10,
1872, including such claims in the Territory of
Alaska, shall commence at 12:01 ante meridian
on the first day of September succeeding the
date of location of such claim.

Where a person or company has or may run a
tunnel for the purposes of developing a lode or
lodes, owned by said person or company, the
money so expended in said tunnel shall be taken
and considered as expended on said lode or lodes,
whether located prior to or since May 10, 1872;
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and such person or company shall not be re-
quired to perform work on the surface of said
lode or lodes in order to hold the same as re-
quired by this section. On all such valid claims
the annual period ending December 31, 1921,
shall continue to 12 o’clock meridian July 1,
1922.

(R.S. §2324; Feb. 11, 1875, ch. 41, 18 Stat. 315; Jan.
22, 1880, ch. 9, §2, 21 Stat. 61; Aug. 24, 1921, ch. 84,
42 Stat. 186; Pub. L. 85-736, §1, Aug. 23, 1958, 72
Stat. 829; Pub. L. 103-66, title X, §10105(b), Aug.
10, 1993, 107 Stat. 406; Pub. L. 110-161, div. F, title
I, (1), Dec. 26, 2007, 121 Stat. 2101.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2324 derived from act May 10, 1872, ch. 152, §5,
17 Stat. 92.

Pub. L. 110-161, which directed the amendment of sec-
tion 28 of title 30, United States Code, ‘‘in section 28°°,
was executed by making the amendment to R.S. §2324,
which is classified to this section, to reflect the prob-
able intent of Congress. See 2007 Amendment note
below.

AMENDMENTS

2007—Pub. L. 110-161 substituted ‘‘shall commence at
12:01 ante meridian on the first day of September’’ for
‘“‘shall commence at 12 o’clock meridian on the 1st day
of September’’. See Codification note above.

1993—Pub. L. 103-66 inserted ‘‘that is granted a waiver
under section 28f of this title,”” after ‘‘On each claim lo-
cated after the 10th day of May 1872,”.

1958—Pub. L. 85-736 changed period for doing annual
assessment work on unpatented mineral claims, sub-
stituting ‘‘1st day of September” for ‘‘1st day of July’’.

ADMISSION OF ALASKA AS STATE
Admission of Alaska into the Union was accom-
plished Jan. 3, 1959, on issuance of Proc. No. 3269, Jan.
3, 1959, 24 F.R. 81, 73 Stat. cl6, as required by sections
1 and 8(c) of Pub. L. 85-508, July 7, 1958, 72 Stat. 339, set

out as notes preceding section 21 of Title 48, Territories
and Insular Possessions.

ASSESSMENT WORK YEARS, 1957-58 AND 1958-59

Section 2 of Pub. L. 85-736 provided that the period
commencing in 1957 for the performance of annual as-
sessment work under this section shall end at 12
o’clock meridian on the 1st day of July 1958, and the pe-
riod commencing in 1958 for the performance of such
annual assessment work shall commence at 12 o’clock
meridian on the 1st day of July 1958, and shall continue
to 12 o’clock meridian on Sept. 1, 1959.

§28-1. Inclusion of certain surveys in labor re-
quirements of mining claims; conditions and
restrictions

The term ‘‘labor’, as used in the third sen-
tence of section 28 of this title, shall include,
without being limited to, geological, geo-
chemical and geophysical surveys conducted by
qualified experts and verified by a detailed re-
port filed in the county office in which the claim
is located which sets forth fully (a) the location
of the work performed in relation to the point of
discovery and boundaries of the claim, (b) the
nature, extent, and cost thereof, (c) the basic
findings therefrom, and (d) the name, address,
and professional background of the person or
persons conducting the work. Such surveys,
however, may not be applied as labor for more
than two consecutive years or for more than a
total of five years on any one mining claim, and
each such survey shall be nonrepetitive of any
previous survey on the same claim.
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(Pub. L. 85-876, §1, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1701.)
§ 28-2. Definitions

As used in section 28-1 of this title,

(a) The term ‘‘geological surveys’’ means sur-
veys on the ground for mineral deposits by the
proper application of the principles and tech-
niques of the science of geology as they relate to
the search for and discovery of mineral deposits;

(b) The term ‘‘geochemical surveys’” means
surveys on the ground for mineral deposits by
the proper application of the principles and
techniques of the science of chemistry as they
relate to the search for and discovery of mineral
deposits;

(c) The term ‘‘geophysical surveys’”’ means
surveys on the ground for mineral deposits
through the employment of generally recognized
equipment and methods for measuring physical
differences between rock types or discontinu-
ities in geological formations;

(d) The term ‘‘qualified expert’” means an indi-
vidual qualified by education or experience to
conduct geological, geochemical or geophysical
surveys, as the case may be.

(Pub. L. 85-876, §2, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1701.)
§ 28a. Omitted

CODIFICATION

Section, act June 29, 1950, ch. 404, 64 Stat. 275, pro-
vided for extension of time of annual assessment work,
on mining claims in the United States, including Alas-
ka, for period commencing July 1, 1949, until 12 o’clock
noon Oct. 1, 1950, and also provided for commencement
of assessment work or improvements required for year
ending 12 o’clock noon July 1, 1951, immediately follow-
ing 12 o’clock noon July 1, 1950. See sections 28b to 28e
of this title.

§ 28b. Annual assessment work on mining claims;
temporary deferment; conditions

The performance of not less than $100 worth of
labor or the making of improvements aggregat-
ing such amount, which labor or improvements
are required under the provisions of section 28 of
this title to be made during each year, may be
deferred by the Secretary of the Interior as to
any mining claim or group of claims in the
United States upon the submission by the claim-
ant of evidence satisfactory to the Secretary
that such mining claim or group of claims is
surrounded by lands over which a right-of-way
for the performance of such assessment work
has been denied or is in litigation or is in the
process of acquisition under State law or that
other legal impediments exist which affect the
right of the claimant to enter upon the surface
of such claim or group of claims or to gain ac-
cess to the boundaries thereof.

(June 21, 1949, ch. 232, §1, 63 Stat. 214.)

§28c. Length and termination of deferment

The period for which said deferment may be
granted shall end when the conditions justifying
deferment have been removed: Provided, That
the initial period shall not exceed one year but
may be renewed for a further period of one year
if justifiable conditions exist: Provided further,
That the relief available under sections 28b to
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28e of this title is in addition to any relief avail-
able under any other Act of Congress with re-
spect to mining claims.

(June 21, 1949, ch. 232, §2, 63 Stat. 215.)
§ 28d. Performance of deferred work

All deferred assessment work shall be per-
formed not later than the end of the assessment
year next subsequent to the removal or ces-
sation of the causes for deferment or the expira-
tion of any deferments granted under sections
28b to 28e of this title and shall be in addition to
the annual assessment work required by law in
such year.

(June 21, 1949, ch. 232, §3, 63 Stat. 215.)
§ 28e. Recordation of deferment

Claimant shall file or record or cause to be
filed or recorded in the office where the notice
or certificate of location of such claim or group
of claims is filed or recorded, a notice to the
public of claimant’s petition to the Secretary of
the Interior for deferment under sections 28b to
28e of this title, and of the order or decision dis-
posing of such petition.

(June 21, 1949, ch. 232, §4, 63 Stat. 215.)
§ 28f. Fee

(a) Claim maintenance fee

(1) Lode mining claims, mill sites, and tunnel
sites

The holder of each unpatented lode mining
claim, mill site, or tunnel site, located pursu-
ant to the mining laws of the United States on
or after August 10, 1993, shall pay to the Sec-
retary of the Interior, on or before September
1 of each year, to the extent provided in ad-
vance in appropriations Acts, a claim mainte-
nance fee of $100 per claim or site, respec-
tively. Such claim maintenance fee shall be in
lieu of the assessment work requirement con-
tained in the Mining Law of 1872 (30 U.S.C.
28-28e)1 and the related filing requirements
contained in section 1744(a) and (c) of title 43.
(2) Placer mining claims

The holder of each unpatented placer mining
claim located pursuant to the mining laws of
the United States located before, on, or after
August 10, 1993, shall pay to the Secretary of
the Interior, on or before September 1 of each
year, the claim maintenance fee described in
subsection (a),2 for each 20 acres of the placer
claim or portion thereof.
(b) Time of payment

The claim main tenances fee under subsection
(a) shall be paid for the year in which the loca-
tion is made, at the time the location notice is
recorded with the Bureau of Land Management.
The location fee imposed under section 28g of
this title shall be payable not later than 90 days
after the date of location.
(¢) Oil shale claims subject to claim maintenance

fees under Energy Policy Act of 1992

This section shall not apply to any oil shale
claims for which a fee is required to be paid

1See References in Text note below.
280 in original. Probably should be ‘‘paragraph (1),”.
380 in original. Probably should be ‘“‘maintenance”.
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under section 2511(e)(2) of the Energy Policy Act
of 1992 (Public Law 102-486; 106 Stat. 3111; 30
U.S.C. 242).
(d) Waiver

(1) The claim maintenance fee required under
this section may be waived for a claimant who
certifies in writing to the Secretary that on the
date the payment was due, the claimant and all
related parties—

(A) held not more than 10 mining claims,
mill sites, or tunnel sites, or any combination
thereof, on public lands; and

(B) have performed assessment work re-
quired under the Mining Law of 1872 (30 U.S.C.
28-28e)1 to maintain the mining claims held by
the claimant and such related parties for the
assessment year ending on noon of September
1 of the calendar year in which payment of the
claim maintenance fee was due.

(2) For purposes of paragraph (1), with respect
to any claimant, the term ‘‘related party”
means—

(A) the spouse and dependent children (as de-
fined in section 152 of title 26), of the claim-
ant; and

(B) a person who controls, is controlled by,
or is under common control with the claim-
ant.

For purposes of this section, the term control
includes actual control, legal control, and the
power to exercise control, through or by com-
mon directors, officers, stockholders, a voting
trust, or a holding company or investment com-
pany, or any other means.

(3) If a small miner waiver application is de-
termined to be defective for any reason, the
claimant shall have a period of 60 days after re-
ceipt of written notification of the defect or de-
fects by the Bureau of Land Management to: (A)
cure such defect or defects, or (B) pay the $100
claim maintenance fee due for such period.

(Pub. L. 103-66, title X, §10101, Aug. 10, 1993, 107
Stat. 405; Pub. L. 105-240, §116, Sept. 25, 1998, 112
Stat. 15670; Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, §101(e) [title I],
Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-231, 2681-235; Pub. L.
107-63, title I, (1), Nov. 5, 2001, 115 Stat. 418; Pub.
L. 108-108, title I, (1), Nov. 10, 2003, 117 Stat. 1245;
Pub. L. 110-161, div. F, title I, (2), Dec. 26, 2007,
121 Stat. 2101; Pub. L. 111-8, div. E, title I, Mar.
11, 2009, 123 Stat. 704; Pub. L. 111-88, div. A, title
I, Oct. 30, 2009, 123 Stat. 2907; Pub. L. 112-74, div.
E, title IV, §430, Dec. 23, 2011, 125 Stat. 1047.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Mining Law of 1872 (30 U.S.C. 28-28e), referred to
in subsecs. (a)(1) and (d)(1)(B), probably means act May
10, 1872, ch. 152, 17 Stat. 91. That act was incorporated
into the Revised Statutes as R.S. §§2319 to 2328, 2331,
2333 to 2337, and 2344, which are classified to sections 22
to 24, 26 to 28, 29, 30, 33 to 35, 37, 39 to 42, and 47 of this
title. For complete classification of R.S. §§2319 to 2328,
2331, 2333 to 2337, and 2344 to the Code, see Tables.

CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 111-88, which directed the amendment of sec-
tion 28f of title 30, United States Code, was executed by
making the amendment to section 10101 of Pub. L.
103-66, which is classified to this section, to reflect the
probable intent of Congress. See 2009 Amendment note
below.

Pub. L. 110-161, which directed the amendment of sec-
tion 28 of title 30, United States Code, ‘‘in section
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28f(a),” was executed by making the amendment to sec-
tion 10101 of Pub. L. 103-66, which is classified to this
section, to reflect the probable intent of Congress. See
2007 Amendment note below.

Pub. L. 108-108, which directed the amendment of sec-
tion 28 of title 30, United States Code, ‘“‘in section
28f(a),” was executed by making the amendment to sec-
tion 10101 of Pub. L. 103-66, which is classified to this
section, to reflect the probable intent of Congress. See
2003 Amendment note below.

Pub. L. 107-63, which directed the amendment of sec-
tion 28f of title 30, United States Code, was executed by
making the amendment to section 10101 of Pub. L.
103-66, which is classified to this section, to reflect the
probable intent of Congress. See 2001 Amendment note
below.

Pub. L. 105-277, which directed the amendment of sec-
tion 28f of title 30, United States Code, was executed by
making the amendment to section 10101 of Pub. L.
103-66, which is classified to this section, to reflect the
probable intent of Congress. See 1998 Amendment notes
below.

Pub. L. 105-240, which directed the amendment of sec-
tion 28f of title 30, United States Code, was executed by
making the amendment to section 10101 of Pub. L.
103-66, which is classified to this section, to reflect the
probable intent of Congress. See 1998 Amendment note
below.

AMENDMENTS

2011—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 112-74, §430(1)(A), des-
ignated existing provisions as par. (1) and substituted
“The holder of each unpatented lode mining claim, mill
site, or tunnel site, located pursuant to the mining
laws of the United States on or after August 10, 1993,
shall pay to the Secretary of the Interior, on or before
September 1 of each year, to the extent provided in ad-
vance in appropriations Acts, a claim maintenance fee
of $100 per claim or site, respectively.”” for ‘“The holder
of each unpatented mining claim, mill, or tunnel site,
located pursuant to the mining laws of the United
States, whether located before, on or after August 10,
1993, shall pay to the Secretary of the Interior, on or
before September 1 of each year, to the extent provided
in advance in Appropriations Acts, a claim mainte-
nance fee of $100 per claim or site’’.

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 112-74, §430(1)(B), added par. (2).

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 112-74, §430(2), substituted ‘‘The
claim main tenance fee under subsection (a) shall be
paid for the year in which the location is made, at the
time the location notice is recorded with the Bureau of
Land Management.”” for ‘“The claim maintenance fee
payable pursuant to subsection (a) of this section for
any assessment year shall be paid before the com-
mencement of the assessment year, except that for the
initial assessment year in which the location is made,
the locator shall pay the claim maintenance fee at the
time the location notice is recorded with the Bureau of
Land Management.”’

2009—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111-88 substituted ¢, to the
extent provided in advance in Appropriations Acts,”” for
“for years 2004 through 2008,”. See Codification note
above.

Pub. L. 111-8, which directed the removal of the modi-
fications made by Pub. L. 110-161, was executed by in-
serting ‘‘for years 2004 through 2008’ after ‘‘before Sep-
tember 1 of each year’”. See 2007 Amendment note
below.

2007—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110-161 struck out ‘‘for
years 2004 through 2008 after ‘‘before September 1 of
each year”. See Codification note above.

2003—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108-108 substituted ‘‘for
years 2004 through 2008 for ‘‘for years 2002 through
2003”’. See Codification note above.

2001—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107-63 substituted ‘‘The
holder of each unpatented mining claim, mill, or tunnel
site, located pursuant to the mining laws of the United
States, whether located before, on or after August 10,
1993, shall pay to the Secretary of the Interior, on or
before September 1 of each year for years 2002 through
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2003, a claim maintenance fee of $100 per claim or site”
for ““The holder of each unpatented mining claim, mill,
or tunnel site, located pursuant to the mining laws of
the United States, whether located before or after Au-
gust 10, 1993, shall pay to the Secretary of the Interior,
on or before September 1 of each year for years 1999
through 2001, a claim maintenance fee of $100 per claim
or site.” See Codification note above.

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105-277 added first sentence
and struck out former first sentence which read as fol-
lows: ‘“The holder of each unpatented mining claim,
mill, or tunnel site located pursuant to the mining laws
of the United States before October 1, 1998 shall pay the
Secretary of the Interior, on or before September 1, 1999
a claim maintenance fee of $100 per claim site.” See
Codification note above.

Pub. L. 105-240 substituted ‘‘The holder of each un-
patented mining claim, mill, or tunnel site located pur-
suant to the mining laws of the United States before
October 1, 1998 shall pay the Secretary of the Interior,
on or before September 1, 1999 a claim maintenance fee
of $100 per claim site.” for ‘“The holder of each un-
patented mining claim, mill or tunnel site located pur-
suant to the Mining Laws of the United States, whether
located before or after August 10, 1993, shall pay to the
Secretary of the Interior, on or before August 31 of
each year, for years 1994 through 1998, a claim mainte-
nance fee of $100 per claim.” See Codification note
above.

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 105277 added par. (3). See Codi-
fication note above.

SIMILAR PROVISIONS

Similar provisions were contained in Pub. L. 102-381,
title I, Oct. 5, 1992, 106 Stat. 1378, 1379.

§28g. Location fee

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
for every unpatented mining claim, mill or tun-
nel site located after August 10, 1993, to the ex-
tent provided in advance in Appropriations Acts,
pursuant to the Mining Laws of the United
States, the locator shall, at the time the loca-
tion notice is recorded with the Bureau of Land
Management, pay to the Secretary of the Inte-
rior a location fee, in addition to the claim
maintenance fee required by section 28f of this
title, of $25.00 per claim.

(Pub. L. 103-66, title X, §10102, Aug. 10, 1993, 107
Stat. 406; Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, §101(e) [title I],
Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-231, 2681-235; Pub. L.
107-63, title I, (2), Nov. 5, 2001, 115 Stat. 419; Pub.
L. 108-108, title I, (2), Nov. 10, 2003, 117 Stat. 1245;
Pub. L. 110-161, div. F, title I, (3), Dec. 26, 2007,
121 Stat. 2101; Pub. L. 111-8, div. E, title I, Mar.
11, 2009, 123 Stat. 704; Pub. L. 111-88, div. A, title
I, Oct. 30, 2009, 123 Stat. 2907.)

CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 111-88, which directed the amendment of sec-
tion 28g of title 30, United States Code, was executed by
making the amendment to section 10102 of Pub. L.
103-66, which is classified to this section, to reflect the
probable intent of Congress. See 2009 Amendment note
below.

Pub. L. 110-161, which directed the amendment of sec-
tion 28 of title 30, United States Code, ‘‘in section 28g”’,
was executed by making the amendment to section
10102 of Pub. L. 103-66, which is classif